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i7. Beine boat; purse davit and blocks; oar-Tests; putse weight and purse blocks; bow fittings....

b, Beine baats in winter quarters at Gloncestor, Mass ..o ... oiiur ciisr rmisms ncaremsammm s g ms .-
From photograph by T, W, Bmillie.

. Fre. 1, Diagram showing the different sections of & Purse-8eibe .. oo covemniomeocarr e connns

F1g. 2. Disgram showing the furm of a parse-seine when spread in the water. o e, ccueeuvriaans
_ Dynwiogns by Cept. J. W. Collina.
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60. Mackerel schooner ornising in Maseschosetts Bay ; lookout at foretop on the watch for schoola ..
From photograpk by T, W, Smillie

61. Lookonts aloft on scheoner on the watoh for mackerel...cee ceveee coransmonnesvsumnssvammrmsmres
Drawing by H, W, Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collins.

62, Mackerel seine-boat and crow ““paging out the 8eine”....cs secueeiavmmeinonocmnsae coainnnn e
Deawing by H. W. Ellictt and Capt. F. W. Callins, -

£i3, Mackerel seine-boat and crew puraing the Beine .. ... . L .cececeeu Csceeameamscemesciaiaestnanan
Dirawing by H. W Ellioté and Capt. J. W. Cellins.

G4, Mackervel schooner with erew at work bailing inackerel from the purse-s6ime. ... - vvveeecres nnes
Drawing by H. W. EHiott apd Capt. J. W, Collina.

65. Mackeral schooner with pocket or gpiller shipped at 888 . . ..cuam cncmrevsmcnusucmmvnne cocmre ines
Drawing by H. W. Ellioti and Capt J. W, Collins.

66. Mackerel schooner just arrived from cruise ; crew dressing and aalting the fish. ... . ce. s
From photograph by T, W. Smillie.

67, Calling and packing mackerel at Portiand, Me_ .. .. ... ciomie e cnrmcssans smaccyrrer naenm
From photograph by T. W. 8millle.

THE MACKEREL HOOK FISHERY.

-~

08, Burf-fishing in bonts for maokerel .. ve. i it cacme srrass o rrrviarar carati s vt e
Drawing by H. W. Elliott aud Capt. J. 'W. Collins.

G8. Mackerel jige and jig molds. (Ezplanation on plate} ..cees ciccmscavamr cmmmyommas coaacree raas

70. Jigping nackerel over the vessel'a rall. ... L iiiiiiar e
Dirawing by E. W. Eliott and Capl. J. W. Oollins, -

7L Gaffing mackerel over the vessel'srafl ... ... ... .l ool e w et e meacammn e
Daawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W. Colline. .

72. F1a. 1. The old method of chopping mackerel badt .. ..ee oo o i i iane s s

Fig. 2. The wmodern maskerel balt-mmill . o e i e creeimamar e

Drawings by H. W. Elliott and Capt J. W, Collina,

73, Throwing hait to toll mackerel alongaide the vessel. . .. _......_... vEae e aenett g s PP

Drawing by H. W. Elliott and Capt J. ‘W, Collina,
74, Deck stene on mackerel hand-line schooner; jigging muckerel, slatting in the barrel, throwing

L1Oll-BBIt men e o i e e cai cea e e e Feiemmamaiattraarasasdanaana
Drawing by H. W. Elllott and Capt. J. W, Colkes.
. Mackersl-packing on ghipBoaTad ... cocoon oo ieiait s anes sman camian s ma sk ey b tses mmn s an e

¥ig. 1. Bplitting, eleaning, and washing.
Fia. 2. Pitching, salting, and plowing.
Drawinga by J. W. Elljott snd Capt J. 'W. Collins.

THE MACKEREL GILL-NET FISHERY,

76. Mackerel drag-nets est at night off coast of Maine. ... .cinvnomii i inr i e crmricnnaain aees
Drewing by H. W. Ellott and Capt. J. W', Colling.

77. Cape Cod mackerel drag-hoat Iying t0 b Dighb..ooun o oneoms cair svanrs svrmrrsacn vavasr rannoe mans
Feom aketoh hy 4. 8 Ryder,

8. Dory fisherinen picking mackeret gill-neta __ ... e iAo os mmAmA s macma hAm e aeeeaE Rk emaannbna
From photograph by T. W. Bnillie,

THE MACKEREL FISHERY—EARLY METHODS,
9. O stple Chebacon bonte draiting for mackeral . .. ... . .ciiriia e iamrrtana e

Dirawing by H, W. Elllott snd Capt. J. W. Cotliue.

B0, Augling with pules for mackerel from an old Noank, Conn., 500D . vavees corranion pevnns crmnanas
Drawhog by H. W, Elliott and Capt. J. W. Collizs.

STATISTICS OF THE MA®KEREL FISHERY.

B1. Diagram showing the eatch of mavkerel by citizena of Massachussiie between the yoars 154 and

B E= s B 5T P

Frum Report U, 8. Fish Commlssion, Part IX, 1681,
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LIST OF PLATES TO SECTION V.

THE SWORDFISH FISHERT.

B2, Bword fishermen it positiom foT aotiom - oo s oo o it i mm et s mm b e e em e
From Reporl U. 8 Fish Commieston, Fart VIIT, 1880,
83, Methoda of swordfish capture in the Mediterranean Sea. .o o..cvuscvir cncvnt cvnnn - vmeeeraaan -

From Report U, 8 Fieh Commliasion, Part VIIL 1880,

THE MENHADEN FIRHERY.

B4, Map illustrating geographiocal distribution and periodical movements of the menhaden; also
- the looations of the 8sbing grounds ard oil and gnane factories in the year 1878, (No
factoriens now in Maine; many in Cheaapeake Bay) . icooviirrairoricemrcccrniccvrnanans
From Report U, 8. Fish Commission, Part VI, 1873,
85, Meahaden steamer Joseph Church approeching oil and guano factory at Tiverton, R. I...._....
Frovm photograph by T. W, Smillie.
BG6. Moenhaden steamer William Floyd ernising for fish oo, ooy oot cetnr ccerrarvveacmasamirmaen
From skotch by Capt. B. F. Conklin.
87. Lookouta at mast-head of menbaden steamer watching for schools of fish. .. oov.ovoiaiuas
From sketch by J. 8. Byfer.
€6, Fieet of menhaden steamers en rouie to fishing gronnds on sout® side of Long Island, N. Y._....
From skatch by Cnpt. B, F. Copklin.
89. Fleet of menhaden steamers on the fishing grounds; weining crews st work.cuee ..o lolL
From sketeh by Copt. B. F., Copklin.

9¢. Crew of menhaden steamer sumonnding a school with purse-seine oo .o iirriivine s
From aketolr by Capt. B, F. Conklin,

1. Pursing the seine around a achool of menhaden...... ... ... e
From skoteh by Capt. B. F. Conklin.

92, Menhaden crew &t work; pursing of the seine nearly comploted ... ... .oii oo ircsencmcmen conn
From sketeh by H. W. Eliott, 1878,

93. fschool of menhaden surrounded with pnrse-geine and fish atriking the net __..._ ... ... .. ...
From aketch by Capt. B, ¥, Conklin,

94, Bailing menhaden from purse-seine into ’Rteamer's DOl . .. ... e rrnimmmnanecirncnnannnn
From aketeh by J, 8, Ryder.

9%, Menhaden steamer bailing in the eatoh. cu.e o o aoan ot i i e rmme e et

From sketok by Capt. B, F. Conklin,
96. Hanl-seine fishing for menbaden at Loug Island, 1730 to 1850. Betting the seine.._ .. ... ......

From sketch by Capt. B. F. Conkln.
97. Haul-seine fishing for menhaden at Long Island, 1790 to 1850. Hauling thes eino ® the leach
DY DOTHE-POWAT 4u o irracats mmbr- cummrs sir s oy comass smrdad srommn madamroermmAmE wne. pwne

From sketeh by Capt. B. F. Conklin.
98, Haulweine fishing for meuhaden at Long Island, 1790 to 1850, Taking eut the fish_.u..oo- ...,

Froms sketoh by Capt. B. F, Conklin.
9). Menhaden purse and mate boats and two carry-away hoats atarting for the fishing gronnds....
From sketeh by Capt. B. F. Conklin.
100. Menhaden purse and mate boats. oo ..o iecaaiaall. Crmmemtuiasvaomenmsue o amer e kY.
F1z. 1. Going down to the fish.
F1a. 2. Working to windwarnd of the fish.
From sketchen by Capt. B. F. Conklin,
101, Puorse and mate hoats encircling s school of menhaden ; enrry-away beoats in walting . ... ....s
. Fror ekoteh by Capt. B. F. Conkiin,
102. Menhaden boats and crew pursing thoe seine; the fish striking the net ..evicecvvvaenvaen rammon
From sketch by Capt. . F. ConkHin.
103, Menhaden sloops cmisifg for fish. One of the rloobs is for the orew to live on and ta tow the

seine-boats ;. the others to carry fish to the factory..... e mmm t e samaemeeaemn—aan.mm——
o From skeih by Capt. B. F. Conklin, '
164, Menhaden sloops and steamers jo Gardiner's Bay, Long Island.,.. ... warrr s s amr—. g nan .
_ Frow ekebch by Capt. B, ¥, Conklin,
106, Menhaden carry-away gloops bailing in $he 08105 .o\ v iasans srnaanacrcaammarn sraapn nr awemmr

_ From sketoh by Oapt. B. ¥, Conkltn.
106, Menhaden Sshermen signaling to sbors-crews the approach of 8 schoo} of 88 cevvre rvvere connms

Vol.

=]

Page.,
318

18

40,343
334

a3

B
308
37330
337339
339
339
337, 340
340

341, 368,
a7
341, 368,
ant

341, 368,
n

334, 368

334,368

334,368
234, 368
334, 468,
35, 546

300
876,377

Iy



X1v LIST OI' PLATES TO SECTION V.

107,
148,

1430,

110,

111,

112,

HEX

Crow of meuliaden schooner, in oid atyle asine-boat, throwing the parse-seins .......ooooovuoes

Carry-away boat with hanl of menladen on the way to oil factory ....o. caun .. e e
From sketch by Capt. B. F. Conklin, .

Mendaden steamer discharging ife catch at oil and gnano factory, Tiverton, B 1., ... .. _.
From photegraph by T. W. Bmiliie.

Gang of Portngnsse in hold of menhaden steamer filling the hoisting tnbs. ... ... ... o

From photograph by T. W, Zinillise.
Fish pens on top flovr of menhaden factory; the fish are led through a trough to the ¢ooking
1) 3 RN
Frow photographk by T. W. Smillie,
Menliaden steamer dischargitig ity cateh at oil and gnane factory. Ineline railway to carry fish
to vooking tanke, ... e e tmaa e e mmae i eme st am et imamat nassameant e nan n
From aketeh by Capt. B, F. Conkiin.
Moubuden floating factory, An old vesuel titted as an oil factory and moved from pince to placo
noar the fishing gronunds . L o i i e inoan
Prawing by H, L. Toedd.

. Blivering menhaden for Balb. . .. i o ol i i i rac i msab s anue s

Froma Report T. 8. Fial Cooumisslon, Papt ¥, 1877, -

5. Menhaden il snd guano factory at Mitford, Conn,§ steamers unloading fiah at ihe wharf: incline

railway to earry fish to cooking tanks on wpper Aoor of factory; oil tanks apd storug,
wsliedsin foregronnd; platferm for deying serap inrear of factory, conuected with rilding
by elovated rallway L e e i i e e e et et ane e
From & photograph.
{Inleriors of oil fastories will be illustrated in Bection on Preparation of Fishery Products.}

THE HERRING FISHERY AND SARDINE INDXUSTFRY.

116, Herring schooner bonnd for Woed Tsland, Maine ; ooifit of salt and barrels on deck. ... ..
¥rom photograph by T, W. Smillie i
117, Herring pinkey bourmd for the fishing grounds ; nets hanglug over bowsprit and stern ; nat dories
T T2 £
From photozeaph hy 15 W. Bmillic.
118, Toreliing st night Tor spuzling or small herring in Tpswich Bay, Massachugeits ... ... ... ..
From vkeinh by J. 8. Ryder.
1i2, Torehing herring at night near Eastport, Me. .o e il i i i ieee e e
From photograph by T. W. Smillis
120. Fishermen mending he#ting gill-nets 4t House Island, Caseo BaF. . ooo. oo ceai ol oia
From photograph by T. W. Smillie.
121, Irish fishermen of Boston picking their herring nets in fleucesfor Harbor, Tha typical ' Irish
Y o O T
Frow ghotezraph by T. W. Bmillie
122, Cape Ann herring fishermen landing thoir gill-mets after anight’s fishing ... ... ... .. ..
From photograph by T. W. Smillle.
123, Fishermen in nueddy boat hauliag herring gill-nets . .. .o vee oo e e cin e

126,

1wy,

128,

1129,

Drawing by H W, Elllote and Capt, J. W, Collins.

THE SMOKED HERRING INDUSTRY.

. Boat landing ; fsh bouses) hening amoke-bowse ; fshiernan’s dwelling and farm ... .. .0

From photograph by T. W. Smillle.

. Old siyls berring smoke-honse {without roof ventilators) at Labee, Me .. ..o oo L0 oo ClL

From phoiegraph by T. W. S:millle.

Horring ' horss” lvaded with swweked fsb on sticks - ... il LlL
From phatograph by T. W. Swmillia,

Herving smoke-house nt Eaatport, Me. ; suwvke yontilators on ool sticks of harring inside. ...,
From photograph by T. W, Smillis.

THE JSARDINE INIFURTRY.

fhore herring weir near Esatport, Me, ; the comenen form of brush welr . .o . . L. oia..
Frawm photograpk by T. W. Smillle.

Bar herring weir near Enatport, Me. 5 eseape of fish prevented by receding tide ...._. .. s
From phvtograph by T, W. Bmillie.
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LIST OF PLATES TO SECTION V. iv

Yal Page.
130, Channel herring woir near Eastport, Me. ; controls channel between i8lande ...cun ccvnee . ceun I, 501
From phetngraph by T, W, Bmillie.
131, Bection of hallasted weir near Bastport, Me, ; for vecky bottom . .o oo i raaaann e 1, 602
From photograph by T. W, Smillie.
32 Fishing & herring weir at low fide, near Bastporst, 8e .. .. ... oo i aiean. I, 505
From plhotograph by T, W. Smiilie.
133, General view of surdine cannery at Bastport, Me . . vl i e I, 508
¥rom photograph by T. W. Smillie.
134, View of sardine canuery at low tide, showing the employésat work .. ... ... ... ... 1, 508
From photagraph by T, W. Smiltis
135, Herring boat landing tish at o sardive caoncry, Eastport, Me. . oo come oot io i v vinman I, 500
From photograph by T. W, Smillie.
136, Sardine steamer for collecting herring and towing weir boats..ao.. oo ool e I, nlo
From photograph Ly T. W, Smillie.
137. Children a1 sardine cannery entting off the heads and fails and cleaning small herrivg for cun-
D555 RO I, 510
From photegraph by T. W, Smillin,
108, Washing, draining, and faking herring at sardine cannery, Eastwort, Mo ... aeiioiuan, 1 5354
From photogerphk by T. W, Smillia.
139, Bpreading Lierring on flakes for drying in the sunor in &p oven ... oot veiiivee coiinraans I, 511
From ghotopraph by T. W. Smillie. ) .
L1, Herring drying on fHakes in the gun; landing, cleaning, washing, &e., at sacdine eannery, Bast-
LT, A B it e it ct et et aeee it aarmeameen raamen sme amen mma e aea e tmmary smmman 1, B
From photograph by T. W. Swillie.
14, Fisk-drying frames on roof at gardine cannery, Easbport, Me .o ove i ann i iraroniaranaes, I, hly
From photographk by T. W. Swillice.
112, Frying room in sardine eaunery, Eastport, Me.; herring frying in pansofoil .. ... ... .. 1, 14
From photograph Uy T. W. Smillie.
143, Packing rovm at sardine cannery, Bastpory, Me. ; packiug herripg-sardines in tin boxes ... ..., I, a1n
Fraom photograph by T. W. Bmillie.
144. Soldering rociun 8t aardive canttory, Esstport, Mo, ; salderars sealing the cans- .. .. . . I Gl
¥rom photogranh by ‘T. W. Snillie.
145, Bathing room at sardine cannery, Lastport, Me.; batbing vata ar the laft ; men at Tight venting
BRI | it mme wam anmabe mamn mmns caam A amn s ek e mme e sm R aee mmmm e nan hene nman s i, 817
From photopraph Ly T. W, Smillio.
146. Makiny sardine cans at Bastpors, Me ... ..., e drmmen e ann haw e temeamcteary aon vau I, Ol
From photograph by T. W. Smillie. .
THE BPANISH MACKEREL FISHERY.
147. Meothods of setting Spanich mackorel gill-netsucneee ccamer iorane crinanvrasms cremers e nnnensmcae 1, 546
i@, 1. % Straight set.?
¥ra. 2. Circle set.
T1G. 3, Crooked set.
Fii. 4. “ Hook seb.”
g, b, #T set
Fia. 8. “8quare set.”
¥, 7. ‘' Trigngle el
T1G. 8. * Harpoon set.”
From Beport U. B, Fish Cymmission, Part VITI, 1880,
. 148, Chisapeake Bay Spanish mackeral ponnd-ned ... cvvmr it riiiiienriier el stmnanecaimnen T 648
From Report . B, Fish Commisalon, Part VIII, 1880,
THE MULLET FISHERY.
149, Camp of muliet Hehermen, North Carolina. ... .. . covveneotiiiirrtiranr cmmen veecam e avnn - I, 56
’ From s photograpl,
THE POUND-NET FISHERIES OF THE ATLANTIC STATES.
160, Disgram of pound-pet at Bald Head, Maine. (By Capt. J. W. Collins}_..cveiominirnnnns coaane 1, bo8
151, Dingram of pound-net st Bmall Point, Maine. (By Capt. J. W, Colling) .eooecccvuenriiaana. I, 598



xvi . LIST OF PLATES TO SECTION V,

Yol Pago.
152, F16. 1. Disgrem of pound-net a4 Wood's Holl, Mash ..aove ccceavamacas revirssrns caracanmnrcuen 1, 801
Fi1a. 2. Diagram of heart or pound net agset in Rhode Island ... ... . L. .l i inn 1, 604
F16. 3. Disgram of slat weir at Fast Dennis, MBBS. ... .o oo comnmree vimmsrantoaren cncnanee rusn 1 baa
From Report U. 8 Flab Commission, Part TT, 1872-"13. -
153. F16. 1, Diagram of pound-net at Waquoit, Mass. oo . e it cmanoiemimmeinriceras cenns I, 6501
F1a. 2. Diagram of heart or pound net at Quiesett Harl or, Massachusetie. .. ... .o, oo .uee 1, 601
From Report U. 8. Pish Commiasion, Part T 187273,
THE RIVER JFISHERIES OF THE ATLANTIC STATES.
154, Fishing with hack and aquare traps in the Savannah Biver. . ceeoocws coveivinriiin iiecencoes I, 620
TDrrawing by 1. W. Eott.
155, Bhad giil-nets in the BEdisto River, Bontk Carolina. .. ... . oo oo I, 623
Drawing by 1. W, Elliott.
156, Fish-nets in the Pedee River oo vuocny vacr s simmrs smeaes comcac s sma e rrmss e cmae e mamaan I, [F221
’ From a photograph.
1537, A sturgeon camp en Winyah Bay, SBouth Carolina ; eatehivg aturgenn in gili-uets; the pound for
keeping fish alive; unbeading; saving roe for eaviare.. .. .. comrmamio e I, 625
Drawing by H. W. Elliott. :
158, Drag-vet fishing in the Nonse River, North Carolina; “ footing up the net?” ..u.eneooan.ao... 1 0623
Trrawing by H. W. Elliott.
159, Skim-net fahing for shad in the Nease River, North Caroline . co. . cvaee cimmein cameiiciaia, 1, 829
Dirawing by H. W. Ellfott.
160. Haul-seine fishing at Sniton Beach, Alhemarle Sonnd, North Carolina ; beating the seine .__... 1, 636
From apbuiozrapl. .
161, Hanl-seine fishing at Sntton Beach, Albomarle Sound, North Carelina; a Iarge hanl of alewives. 1, 636
From a photograph.
162, Shad-fishing in Alvemarle Bound ; laying ons the selne.. vv o vun cvamcancvics reee i e e 1, 636
Drawing by H. W, Elliott, )
163, Shad-fiahing at night on the Busqnehanns River; laying ont the giillmet_. ... e I, 852
From a photegraph. .
14, Diagraw of salmon weirs in Penolscot River, Maine .. e oo oin e e ie e ian e 1, G310
From Report T, 8. Fish Commission, Pard IT, 187273,
165, Plan of salimon-net, Penobacot Bay, Maine . ... irvecicmeamcrmecsacva tarstsstmritaammen e raa 1, fiid
From Report U, 8. Fish Commission, Part IT, 1872-'T3.
166. Ienl peregpective of salmon-net in Fenobscot Bay, Maine. ... oo oo il oL 1, 882
From Report, U. S, Fisk Commigsion, Part TI, 1872-'73.
167, Diagraw of shad weir, Kenuehee River, Maine. (Exzplanation on page epposite plate) .. .. ... 1, 684

168, Bag-net fishing for smelte under the jce, Penobscot River, Maine. (Full explanation on page
opposite plate) .. . e e crretr evraerren smam e s vaemaoes I, &1
From shetch by C. G. Atkins.

THE PACIFIC COAST SALMON FISHERY.

169. Salmon cannery st AOTia, D8R .rn . ones cricns v ims caemn wmen mess saicme csanrn tme i araan I, 746
Frum a photograph.

THE FISAERIES OF THE GREAT LAKES,

170, Kelley's ponnd-net near Carpeuter’s Point, Luke Erie, for captore of whitefish, herring, &,

(For dedeription of parTts a¢e DIALA).ao.ar canccsansannen ————— e 9 758
Drawing by 2. W, Elliott, '
17]1. Lifting the pot st Kelley’s povnd-net, Take Frie oo viar macsvantosvranrane samnsn nesnasencren I, 60
Drawing by H. W, Elllott.
172, Greon Bay pound.siet off Ingersoll’s Fiehery o oo i s cien ceieerc s riverain dmmvirnnas I, 758

Drawing hy 1. Kemlisn
173, “Driving the pound.” Stake-lLoasand erew off Macklohead, Lake Erie, driving stakea for ponud.

ek Ab closs of seasonr the other end of the seme boab pulls the stakes ..ooeneenanvuns I, 760
Drawing by . W. Eifiot.
174, Dock plan of stake-boat. Stake-putler of Lake Erie.  (For description of parts see plate). ... L. 6o
175, Pouud-net 8t Detrobt River. . i it me icv it rora senmctmnarnacs arrn aras mrass cnaans sare aure A 758
From sketch by L. Epmlten,
176. Bailing out the pot of ponnd-net ab Dotroit RIVEE. ..oy ccaeeevase varssess sean revnmcnnsnsannnnen L 758

From wketch by K. Kumlisn.
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177. Camyp at South Maniton Island, Lake Michigsu, PFighing-luoats: gifl-unats on reel; shanty for

cleaning f8h oo o i i et ivram caee s eeevmeae e
¥rom a photograph.

173, Gill-pet dryitgr on roul o oo e e e i e e e e,
Feot o photograph.

179, Type of flshermen’s summer house. Heine shed, tarring-box anoexed . .. . e ek

Dirwwing by H, W, Elliott, 1882,

180. Hauling in herring-scine at Herbert's Fishery, Detroit River, Inclosure for keeping tish shive..
Skeatch by L. Kuadien.

1¥1. Pond fishery, Detrait River; itclosnte for keeping f.\sh alive Lo e
Photogrdph by U8 Fish Comwisnion.

182, Overhauling the seine at Grassy Falamd Fishery, Dntr0it River.o e v cres secac ammone somasaens
Phatograph Ly U. 8 Fish Comminaiow,

THE WHALLE IFISHERY,

142, Map of the world on Mercator's projection, showing the extent and distribution of the present
sint abandoved whalivg pronnds.  (Prepared by A. Howard €lark in 1080y .. ... ...

1#4. 114, 1, The spern whale { Physcter mgorocepholug),

Fi6. 2, Tho Californin cray whals (Rhachioneclos gluucus).

T, 3. The North Paciiie huaplack whale { Megapiera veraakilis).

F1G. 4. The snlphorbotiom whale (Sibbaldiue sulfiurcusy,

Fi1i. 5. The finback or Oregon finver (Solenoptera velifera).

¥iz $. The Parific right whale { Rubadeua epliamach).

T16. 7. The bowhead whale ( falewe myaticetus).

From Report U. 5, Fish Comnnissium, 1876, Notural History in Section I of this report.

185, Whaling vessels fitting oot at Nuw Bedrord whaeves - oo oo ot ovimmcms vram cens cmmme nen
From photogroph by T. W, Smiliie, )
186, Whaling schooner Anwlis, of New Botford, MAams. .. ..o v e care rammsrrtnn crrmae mnms sames

Brawing by U. 8. Raleigh,
187, Bteam whaling-bark Mary & Helen, of New Bodfonl, Mass, (afterwiards the Radgers, of the Jean-
uptie search expeditlon) .ooecnananas . A Nemammm. P

Drawing by €. 8. Ralsigh,
185, Deck plan and side and interior plau of whaling-schoorer Atuetin, of New Bedford, Mass. (Ex-
plunacion o pnp;uuppnmteplatu) ae R o h e e a4 meeaemasretanet fmaadenmaarn

Prruawings by C. B, Balaigh,
180, Peck plen aod side and ivterior plag of whaling-burk Alice Kaawles, of New Bedford, Mass,
{Explanation on page opposite pladey oo e

Drawinge by C. 8. Raleigh,
190, Btarboard guartet of & whale-ship, showing the tnanner of trapsporting the captain’s boat and tho

spare boats. (Hxplavation on page opposite plate) .. .o ae i e cranaan
191, Deck view of whale-bont equipped with appoaiue of capture and boat gear.  (Explanation ou
PaEe opposite PLate ) . oo i o e imasesmeee smaree wmmees eene

Drawing by C. 5 Haleigh,
192, #ide and interior plan of whale-Loat eqaipped with apparatus of captare, &e. {Explanation
on Page opPosite PIate) e cua e e ideed e
Drawing hy C. 8. Ralaigh.
193, Articles of whale-BoBE fUAL . arot ccmnseacramcrama it mamaetaas s vaamee nea smmeen amamen
F1a. 1. Lantern keg containing matches, bread, dco.
¥ia. 2. Boat compasi. .
Fia. 3. Water keg,
Fic. 4, Piggio for bailing water,
Prc. 5. Waif for signaling.
¥1a. 6. Tub oar crotoh.
F16. ¥. Donble oar-leck.
FiG. B, Lurge line fo line-tnb.
. Fi1e. 9. Kxoife to ent line when fonl,
F1a. 10. Row-lock,
F1G. 11. Hatchet to ont line whml foul.
Fi16. 12, Grapoel to catoh line,
Fig. 13. Drag or drug wo retard whale, o
Fig. 14, Canvas nipper 10 protect handa from ronning Una,
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194, W halernen s DA POONSE . ¢\ o o i oo iamae awmmes vaamnr o aineaarmnaneta ammasmmar nan
Fig. 1. Improved harpoon or teggle-iron now in goneral tse.
Figs, 2, 3. ¥irst form of toggle-iron nade by Lewis Tewple,
Fra. 4. Oune-fined harpoon with hinged toggle,
F16. 5. One-flned harpoon.
¥i16. 6. Tweo-flued herpoon.
F16. 7. Teggle-iron iuveuted by Frovincetown whaleman ; nod in use,
105, Englich BRTEimODS . Cii s srmman catsrs o mmar mmccce e coe e cdma e s kdm e em etk hmmn hmmmb—nn cmamns
¥16. 1. Old-style bapd-harpoon ; now litdle used..
Frg. 2. Hanid-harpoon in general tse about 1857,

Fia, 3. Hand-barpoou now o general use on Scotel whalers. .
Drawings by Capt. Willism Adums, Dundes, Beotland.

196, F16. 1. Englisl haepooen-gun and gun-barpeen pow in nae on Scotel whalers oo oLl L
Frc. 2. An early forn of English whaling-gun. oo i
Fras, 2, 4,5 Musen and Copningbaw mounting boat-gun; a recent invention. {(Explanatiou

With plate) « oo aaers s e i e ieicdciieeicsemaee v tesavoaar heosioonan

107, ¥ii. 1. Pieree and Cooningban derfing-gon ; a coinlbined harpoon and lunes psed Ju.rgu} ¥ by
Avetic whalemon. {Explanstion with plate) ... . ... e e

Fia. 2. Cnuningham and Cogan gun; length, 33 inches; weight, 27pounds uae(lby Arthc. steatn
whalers with bumb lanee. .o e e e r e came e

i, 3. Brand wuzele-loading whaling-gun and bomb Janee - oo ioceiinirer iaen oo aaaa

198, Fras, 1, 2, 8, 4. Pierce bomb-lance. (Explanation on page opposite plate)_ ... ... ...__.
F16. 5, Piorce and Eggern breech-loading gun.  (Explanation oy e opposite plate) oo 0 .
199, Whaling rocket, {Explanation on page oppmite plate)............. f e emamemen

2. Boas fastened to whale by barpoon and Hne ; k}.llmg the whale with bomb l'ume cederr aenresant

¥rom patating by J. 8. Exder.

201. Natives harpooning the belngs, ar white whale, at Cool’s Inlet, Atuska. ..o oovimoi oot
Drawlog by H. W, Elliott, 1288,

202, Aleuts planiing glass, obsidian, and jade daris in a school of humphack whales at Akoon Isiand,

BT SOl o i i ettt r e e e e e e ereamsr e e v v awrear
Deawing by I 'W. Ellict}, 1883, .
203, Makah Indians whaling at entronce $0 Fues Straifa .oovee i imrir i cies sevnaers e
Brawing by H. W. Eillott, 1853.
254, Cutting in the bowhead and sperm whales. {Explanation on page opposite plate) ...... P
Drawinge by Capt. C. M. Scammon sad Capt. W, M. Barnes.

2056, F16. 1. Boat spade to stop Tunning whale. oL (i e e i e en e
Fra. 2. Narrow cutting spade or thin boat spade o .cevecvrs vennas ienevna. b e e aen
F1a, 3. Flat or round shauk apade._____ . v rear et m iy esa e T et cmmmea e
Fig, 4. Cutting spade for seariing blubber. .o oo mvnt rim it i e et cees e
Fio. 5, Cutting spade for JeBNing NP - oo an it sait frs et sssmims cmecan e amnm mmmm s
Fr1a. 6. Halfround apade ... o . o i i e e meamescaemammemaaa s

206. Cufting blocksaod tackla, (Explanation on page opposite plate) (... oo i i aians

207. A ship on the northweat eonst of Ameries entting in her last right whale .ceeeeoooees ioeacn oo

Drawing by . 'W. Eldott from s French lithegrapl designed by T Rosscll, of New Thedford.
208, “Bailing in the case” of & apern whale ......._... N,

Drawing by B. W. Elllott from w French lithomh duigned by B.Ilnmll‘ of Now BedfnuL
209. Fig. 1. Blubber mincing-krife.
F1a. 2. Boarding-koife.
Fie. 3. Mopkey-belt.
Fra. 4. Wooden toggle.
Fia. 5. Chain-strap.
F1g. 6. Throat-ohaim
Fia. 7. Fin toggle.
Fi@. 8. Hoad-strap.
¥16. 9. Blubber-hook.
210. Whale-ships st New Bedford wharf; ship hove down for repairs; oil-casks ... vuee.. wnmaramm
Frora photegraph by 1. B. Fish Commlanion,

THE BLACEFISH AND PORPOISE FISHERY,

211. Capture of a schaol of blackfish in Cape Cod Bay... . cuccessacrscismsiieannn coen meamnsanmenn
Drawing by K. W, Elliott from a skeich by J. & Ryder.

Vol
o,

I,
11,

11,
II

i3

il,
1L,

11
i,
it
11,

11,

i 8

Page.

Part]
P

203

2063, 204,
255
954,067
953, w67
“04

62, 57

61

61,62

2T, 286

2l
281
281
2l
261
r7-281
Py

x

£89, 200

906, 307



214,

215,

216,

R17,

21,

219,

220,

291,

2,

®23.

226.

228,

§

21

232,

LIST OF PLATES TO SECTION V.

, Imddian porpolas hanters of Passamadquoddy Bay, Canoe, rifle, sud lance for capture of porpoise.

From phetograph by T. W, Smillie.

3. Passamaguoddy Bay Indisns lanciug apd Bocuring 8 DOTPOIES cuveer nocsas smaasasssssnnmus sarem -

From photograph by T, W. Buillie.

THE PACIFIC WALRUS FISHERY,

»

Inmnits of Aaint Lawrence Island, Alaska, porprising and barpeoning o herd of walruses......-
Drawing by H, W. Elliott.

The walrus “‘conp.” Eskimo lancing the exhansied walrus, Sajpt Lawrence Island, Bering

Bea. Mahlenmt dreesser, Didacka, baidar, So., of Alasks L o imrin i
Drawing by IL W. Elliott,

Innnits of Baint Lawrenee Inland, Alaskns, holrfing & WaliOs. cns vees ccmervirans iewcessaenemma

Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

THE FUR-SEAL INDUSTRY OF ALASEA.

Map of Saint Faul's Island, Pribylov Group. caeeer cvro o co i ctrrrr vrmmee memm brgics coe et vaan
Survayed aad drawr, 4pril, 1003, o Jule, 1404, by Honry W. ENtoit,

Malp of Saivt George Isiand, Pribylov Gronp ..., e e ememeemdmaestiaseem e
Surveyed and drawy, April, 1873, to July, 1574, h) H W Eiliott

Profiles of the east const of Baint Pauls T8land. c o oo e oo iim i e e i trrarr arie

Inawing by ¥, W, Elliott.

Ordinary attirs of men on ibe Lilling gronnd sand of women and young children in the village.
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

The north shore of Saiut Paul's Islund, looking W.SW. from the sunisit of Hutelhinson's ILl..
Drawing Uy 1. W, Hiliotn.

Tho North Rookery, looking wess o Starvy Atecl, Baint George Island, villags of Baint George.
Drawing by H. W. Ellivts

Natives selecting & * drive.,” View over hanling grounds of ' holluschickie or bachelor seals at

English Bag, looking west from Tolstol sand-dunes.. coee ool oot oo cneeici i ccnnenas
Drawing by H. W. Ellioth

. Natives driving Lbe '*holluschickie.” The drove passing over the lagoon flats to the kiiling

grounds, nnder the village hilj, Saint Pavl’s Island. . ceve ceen oo mar e cns e
Drawing by H. W. Elliott.

. The killing gang at work. Method of slaughtoring fur-seals en the grounds near the village,
Baint Pauls IRland con cie e i sme e mmms e e

Drawing by H, W. Eliott. .
Preparing for-seal-skins for shipment. ...l aeeas o aiammrcmcrer o mae e ramm s amaene

Y1a, 1. Juterior of gali-lumss, Swint Paul’s Islund ; natives salting and ssserting the pelts.
F16, 2. The tiensed careass of a fur-seal aud the ekin asa taken therefrom.
Fi16. 3. A bundls of gkins ready for shipment.

THE ANTARCTIC BEA-ELEPHANT FISHERY.

. Sketeh map of Herd’s Island. Antarctic Goean. Lat. 653° 10 8., Long. 7830 E. .. . __._..__..

Working sea-slephants at northeast point, Herd’s Island e cuanrrecsicoocinnicnnnearenes
Drawing by H. W. Eliott after Cupt. IL. C. Chester.

Btripping sea-elephant biubber and rolling it in barrels to try-worka; sonthwest beach, Herd's

1 3 1T U

Drewing by B, W. Elliott after Capt. I G, Cheater,

THE BEA-LION HEUNT ON PRIBYLOV ISLANDS, ALASKA,

Natives eapturing the mes.lion ; springing the alarm. . .......... —ve acmas anmm— e et cmaemn
Drawing by H W, Elliots, 1678
Bhooting the old males; spearing the surronnd; the @rivs .o munoooomecnmcmioees emraeccuna

) Deawing by H. W. Elliott, 18TL
Natives porraling sea-lions at the Barrabora, under (roes Hill, northeast point Ssint Panl's

. A RPN

Drswing by X W, Elliots. ) _
Oil-pouchea of ses-lion slemach; seal meat frame; bhidarrah covered with sea-lion skins;
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THE SEA-OTTER VISHERY OF ALASKA,

. Aleuts sea-otter hunting sonth of Bannale Island; tho bidarikies waiting for the otter to rise

T g

Draving by 1. W. otk
THE TURTLE FISHERY.

235, Diving for loggerhead turtle; Movelbead City, N. Gl oo iliol, e ceaecaem—an .
Drawing vy 1. W. Elliott, 1843,
THE OYsTER INDUSTRY,
238, Oyater dredging stcamer 8% work in Long [slavd Sound .. e e me et amemneeresceacaa
237, Chesapeake Bay ovater dest] oms . o o i mme i e i e i e ana
From epecirtuena in UL S National Mosego
20, Oyster tongs a0l DIPIUTY . ot e n e aae cmab e var s cmcwv s vmmman smmmm mm e v e weeaae o
20, 16, 1 Inclosed Joek for oyater vessols at Pexibh Amboy, N F oo . LLoL. e e
Fic. 2 © Tho Craek ™ at Hevporr, NoJ. wich oyater boats, skitfs, and seows ool o0

Ihawings by Ermeat Ingersolh

. A Lake's Bay shippivg-hoise aud +f plationa ™ dor freshiening oyaters, Smith's Lawiing, Lake's

Bay, New Jumiey
Lirawiug by Ernost Tu

_— * - 3 . . . » .

24l Oyster-barges at foos of Westk Penll street, Notth River, New York City ... .. feair e vuee
Drrawduy by Lroest Tigecsall

242, Opening or shaeking overs in Balthnors packing-homse oo oo oo o iitirncanaan

248,

247,

FARN

249,
208,

@al.

253,
4.

250

Fiom # phistograch,

doi diverse pabierns, nesd in New Eoaglaud,

Baltimore oyster-shuciting froneh, Oyster ki
New York, and the Chespypeake region..

FHE CLAM INDUSTRY.

. Clam-diggers’ bonts and shuclzing-hosnes ul Hasex, 3

¥rom photemmiarh by 'UOW, ranilile,

Opening or shuckiog elinis 08 o, AINS ol e vin ot crer e et e m e At aaanaa
Frow photugraph by T. W, Bulllia,

TIIY CHAB FISHERY.

Negroes trawling for crabe on the Vicgioia aud Novtl Curoling eousds . aoov oo oo ool
Drawivg by IL W, Eliiuii.
THE LOLGSTER FISHERY. -
Dory fAshermen hanling lottar pots off Cape Anu, Massachosetts oo ccoeovooan oo L

From photoygraph by T. W, Smillie.
Lobster fishing-boats of Bristol, Mo . e v cin e

Druwing by B W, Fllbott i Capn, I, W Collins.
Tobeter Cuve at Lanesville, Cape Ann, Massachnseits, showing flshermen’s boat-honses and gesr.
From photegrapd by 2. W, Smiliie.

Summer village ol lobster fishermen at No Man's Land, Massachugests. «cve canme vervesnson coes
Drawing by H. W. Elivtt, 1662,

Lobeter fishermen's gear at No Man’s Luod, Massachussetts, {Ezplanation on plate}..........

Diuwing by H. W, Eilott.

Lobster-boiling apparatns at Portland, Mo, . e viuciasen vovmen smmrns v umveuemd vhamcscamene s
Froim photograph by T. W, Smillis.

THE FLORIDA SPONGE INDUSTRY.

8ponges as landed by the fichermen at Koy West, Fla., and ready foraente .. .. __. ... ...,
. Frum a photograph. -
Bponge-loft st Key West, Bl oo oo i it i e i e vttt ccat ta e anae e
Fromy q,phowgrﬁph.

Horting, irimwlng, and baling sponges at Koy Weat, Flaeu.ciamm e veusnsvonraecn sevmunacmern e
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1.—EETORY AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERY.

By A. HOWARD CLARK.

1, Geueral roview. « L Higtory of the American whale-fishery from 1750 to
2. Whaling-grounds. ! 1615.

3. Eatly histery of boat-whaling in New England. ! . The whale-fishery of Provineetown, i
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i, Development of the North Pacific and Aretic whale- F 11. Baview of whale-fishery by foreign nations.

fishery.
2~THE WHALEMEN, VESSELS, APPARATUS, AND METHODS OF THE FISHERY.
By JAMES TEMPLEMAN BROWN.

1. The whalemen. b Methods of captare,

b
2. Whaling vessela. L 6. The products and their preparation.
3. The whale-boat. 7. Homeward passago and srrival.
4. Apparatus of capture. 8. The whalemen’s share or lay.

880, ¥, VOL. Il—1-1



Blank page retained for pagination




PART XV.
THE WHALE-FISHERY-

1.—HISTORY AND PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERY.

By A. HOWARD CLARK.

1. GENERAL REVIEW,

THE WHALING FLEET.-—The Ameriean whale-fishery in 1880 employed one hundred and
seventy-one vessels, aggregating 38,633.38 tons, and valued with outfits at $2,891,650. Additional
capital, aggregating $1,733,000, was invested in wharves, store-houses, and oifl refineries. The
number of men employed on the vessels was 4,198 and in shore whaling about 250. The laggest
vessel was the steam bark Belvidere, 440.12 tons, and the smallest one employed in ocean whaling
was the schooner Union, 66.22 tous. Most of the schooners and the smaller vessels of other classes
were employed in Atlantic Ocean whaling, while the largest and best equipped craft were in the
Pacific and Arctic fleets. The distribution was as follows : Five vessels in Hudson Bay, one hun.
dred and eleven in the North and South Atlantic, twenty-five in Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean,
twenty-two in the Pacific Ocean, and eight hanled np 2t home ports.

The greater number of vessels belonged in Massachusetts, one hundred and twenty three
hailing from New Bedford, twenty from Provineetown, seven from Edgartown, six from Boston,
. two from Westport, two from Marion, and one from Dartmouth. New London, Coon., owned five
vessels and five hailed from San Frapcisco, Cal. The interest of San Francisco in the wimle-
fishery cannot be measured by the number of vessels owned there, for almost the entire North
Pa.ific and Arctic fleets are accustomed to make that place a fitting port and the headquarters
for reghipment of oil and bone to the Atlanfic sea-board.

The Provincetown fleet was composed almost entirely of schoomers employed in Atlantic
Ueean whaling. The whaling-grounds of Hudson Bay and Davis Strait are favorite resorts for
New Iondon whalemen, white New Bedford vessels are scattered over all the seas.

Besides the vessel fishery there is a boat or shore whaling industry, which at times is quite
prefitable. The principal stations are on the Qalifornia coast and are manned mostly by Porta-
gnesa. On the coasts of Wasbington Territory and Alaska whales are taken by the Indians and
Eskimos. 'The only pointa on the Atlantic cosst where boat-whaling is carried on are at Prov-

. incetown and one or two places in North Carolina; at Provincetown the bnsiness in some years is

of considerabie importance, as in 1880, when 48 whales were taken, yielding 29,925 gallons of oil,

and 8,750 pounds of bone. The principal species taken at the Atlantic stations is the fin-back
. S g



4 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

whale. and on the California coast the gray whale. Neither of these species yields bone of great
value and both furnish but a limited guantity of oil. Humpback, sulphnr-bottom, and right
whales are occasionally captured at the California and Alaskan stations, but seldom on the
Atlantic coast.

THE PRODUCTES.—The products of the fishery in 1880 were valued at $2,323,943, and included
37,614 barrels of sperm oil and 34,626 barrels of whale oil ; 438,400 pounds of whalebone, worth
£907,049, aud $5,465 worth of ambergris and walrus ivory. The Pacific- Aretic gronnds were the
most productive, yielding oil and bone worth $1,249,990. From Atlantic Ocean grounds oil and
bone were taken worth $908,771.

The principal products.of the whale-fishery ure oil and bone, the former obtained frew the
blzbber and the latter from the jaws of the animal. The minor products are ambergris from spermn
whales and gnano and glue made from bones and other refuse matter. Oil a8 it comes from the
animal is classed as sperm oil and whale oil, the former Leing derived exclusively from sperm
whales, and the Jatter from the right whale and other varieties, as also from blackfish and porpoise.
‘Walrny oil, taken by the northern fleet, is also generally classed as whale oil. Sperm oil is worth
abont double the value of other whale c¢il. Northern whale oil is slightly higher than southern
oil and backfish higher than either. From sperm oil is made refined oils for lubricating, and
spermaceti used chiefly for candles. The jaws of blackfish and porpeise yield a very guperior
oil, employed for lubricating watches and clocks.

Crude or nuvefined sperm oil in little nsed, though about half the entire production of ordinary
whale oil is nsed in a erode state in the manufacture of cordage. o

The oil is prepared at the refineries and sent to market under various trade names, as Spring-
make natural, Spring-make blenched, Natural winter, Bleached winter, and Double-bleached winter.
These names indicate the grades of oil and the processes of rofining. The reeults of refining
aperm oil are three or more grades of oil and $wo qualities of spermaceti. From whale oil are pro-
duced several grades of oil, whule-foots, which is a tallow-like snbstance, and oil soap used by
BCOLTETS.

The refining of whale oils is carried on almost exclusively at New Bedford, which port is
practically the headquarters of the American whaling industry. When the business was
extensive there were several large refiueries in active operation, but for some years past three
establishments have been enough to care for the entire production.* The process of refining varies
aceqrding to the kind of oil, yet in some essentials the methods are alike for all.

‘When landed from the vessels the oil is in wooden casks, varying in size from a fow gallona to
a hogshead or more in capacity. If not sold at once to the refiners itis stored on the wharves or
in sheds, being covered with seaweed and hoards to protect the barrels from leakage by exposuare
to the sun. It Sometimes remains in this condition for many months or even years.

At the refinery the oil is drained into vats and the casks rinsed out with hot oil, recoopered,
and made ready for another eruise, or sold to be sent to Africa for shipping palm oil.

In the refining process the oil is first heated, when pieces of blubber and foreign maiter settle,
and the clear oil is again put in casks to be packed in ice pits and subjected to the freezing
process, which partially congeals or granulates it. The next step in the refining is to strain the
oil through woolen cloths to separate the foots, and it is then put in cotton bags, and. sabmitted
to heavy pressure, which further separstes the oil from the solid matter, leaving in the bags, if
spermn oil, spermaceti, which is further heated and refined, or in the case of whale oil Ieaving"'
whale-foots, extensively nsed by tanners for softening leather. The various grades of -oil are
obtained by further Leating and pressmg, and by the admixture of chemicals to elamfy or bleach it.

* Reﬁuenaa hsve rocently {1885} baen estsb!.lahed at fan Francisco, Cal, -



THE WHALE FISHERY. 5

Sperm oil is used-chiefiy as a lubricator, for which purpoge it is unsurpassed. Whale oil is
employed in many industries, but chiefiy by tanners in the preparation of leathors. Blackfish oil
is specially good in preparing morocco. Whale oil, mixed with black lead and puraffine oil, is
nsed for lnbricating ear axles and wheels.

Spermaceti is used in medicine, in laundries, and for other minor purposes, but is nsed
chiefty for the manufacture of candles; a patent candle of superior quality is made from paraffine
and spermaceti mixed.

Whalebone requires comparatively little preparation to fit it for use by whip-makers, dress-
wakers, and numerons other tradesmen. It is received from the vessels in bundles of slabs vary-
ing from a foot to 15 feet in length. These slabs are scraped, steamed, cut, and split into suitable
sizes for use.

The whalehone workers of the United States recognize five varieties of bone; (1) Aretic, from
the Bowhead or Polar whale; this 18 the largest bone, and is nsed principally in the mannfacture
of whips apd dress Done ; (2) Northwest, which is the heaviesi bone, and is used for whips and
canes; (8) Seuth Sea, which is fine and sbort, used for whips and dress bone; (4) Humpback,
short and black, specially suitable for corsets; (3) Finback, short and coarse, used for corsets.
Some slubs of bone have longitudinal streaks of white or light yellow. The white portion is of
greater value than the black, and is thonght by the workers to be caused by disease.

Ambergris, when pure, is worth more than its weight in gold. It is used in the preparation
of fine perfnmery, having the property of thoronghly and permanently uniting the ingredients.
It is found in the intestines of the sperm whale, and is a very upcertusin article. Many whalers
have cruised the seas for years and never found an ounce, while fertunate ones have secured a
hundred pounds or more of the preeious substance in a single year. It is supposed to be a
product of a disease in the animal similar to indigestion. This theory of its origin is supported
by the fuct that particles of enttie-fish, the chief food of the sperm whale, are often found in the
ambergris, and tbe location of the substance in the intestines also supports this theory. In 1858
a New Bedford vessel secured 600 pounds of ambergris, worth #10,500; in 1878 the Adeline Gibbs,
of New Bedford, brought home 136 pounds that sold for #23,000. The total quantity received
from the American whaling feet from 1836 to 1880 was 1,667% pornds.

A full dizcussion of ambergris and the manner of obtaining it, is given in the section of this
report treating of the Preparation of Fishery Products.

DECLINE OF THE FISEERY.—Starbuck, in 1877, thus discussed the causes of the decline of the
whale-fishery :

“On the 1st of Jantary, 1877, the entire fleet was reduced to 112 ships and barks, and 51 brigs
and schooners, having a total capacity of 37,828 tons.¥

+ It will be well to see to what causes this deeline is attributable, Many circuomstanees have
operated to bring this about. The alternate stimulas and rebuff which the fishery received as a
short supply and good prices led to additions to the fleet and an overstock and decline in values,
were natural, and in themselves probably formed no positive impediment. The increase in pepu-
lation would bave caunsed an increase in comsumption beyond the power of the fishery to supply,
for even at the necessarily high prices people wonld have hiad light. But other things oceurred,
The expense of procuring oil was yearly increasing, when the oil-wells of Penusylvania were opened,
and a source of illnmination opened at once plentiful, cheap, and good. 1ts dungerous gnalities
at first greatly checked its general use, but these removed, it entered into active, relentless comn-
petition with whale oil, and it proved the more powerful of the antagonistic forces.

P

" The lowesfebh was reached on the lst of Janaary, 185, when the fleat canaint.ad of 119 ships and barks, and 44
brlgl&ndnohooners, withacapaolty of 37,733 tons.
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“The length of voyager increased from fwe yvears for a eargo of eperm and from niue to Gfieen
mouths for a eargo of whale oil to four years to fill the Iatter, while the former was practically
abapdoned as a separate business* after it became necessary to make voyages of four, five, and
evep 8ix years, apd then seldom return with a full cargo.  As a matter of pecessity the fitting of
ships became far more expensive, a rivalry in the furnishing adding perhaps considerably to the
outlay. Vessels were obliged to refit each season at the varions islands in the Paolfic, usually at
the port of Honoluln when passing in its vicinity, and the bills drawn uper the owners on these
oCCasions ware 80 enormous 4k to call forth lond and frequent complaints ; and in lager years the
ounly available western fishery was in the North Pacifie and Arctic Oeeans, where disasters were
the rule and immunity frow them the exeeption, thefehg incurring, when tha vessels wera uot lost,
beavy bill for repairs, besides the ordinary oues of refitting.

& Apain, doring the later days of whaling, more particularly immediately after the diseovery
of the gold mines in California, desertiona from the ships were numerous and often canseless,
generally in such numbers as to serionsly cripple the efficiency of the ghip. In this way large
pumbers of voyages were broken np and hundreds of thousands of dollars were sunk by the oweers.
Daring a portion of the time many sghips were fired by their refractory and mutinous crews, some
of them completely destroyed, others damaged in amounts varying from a few hundred fo several
thousand qollars. Crewa wonld apparently ship simply as a cheap manner of reaching the gold
mines, and 8 ship's company often embraced among its number desperadees frewm various nations,
fit for any rascality which might beat serve them to attain their end. They tock no interestin
the voyage, nor cared anght for the profit or loss that might accrue to the owners. In order to
recruif, it became necessary, particularly during the ten years next succeeding the opening of the
gold mines, to offer heavy advance-wages, and foo often these were paid to a set of bounty-jumpers,
as such men were termed in the Army during the Jate war, who only waited the time when the ghip
made another port to clandestinely dissofve vonneetion with her and hold themselves in feadiness
for the pext skip, Unquestionably there were times when men were forced to desert to save their
lives from the impositions and severit.y' of brutal captains, bnt such cases were undonbiedly very
rare, Formerly the crews were comnposed almost wholly of Americans, but latterly they were
larpely made up of Portugness shipped at the Azores, & mongrel set shipped anywhers along the
western coast of South America, and Eanakas shipped at the Pacific islands. There were times,
when the California fever was at its highest, that the desertions did not stop with the men, bat
officers and even captains seemed to vie with the crew in defrauding the men from whose hands
they had reccived the property to hold in charge and increase in value. -

“Apother source of loss was, strangely enough, to be foand in the conrse of the conaular agents
zent out by our Government to protect the interests of our whalemen. Many and bitter were the
‘complaints 4t the extortionate charges and percentages demanded by many of these men.t

%A 8 apother important souree of the decline in this Yosiness must be regardsd the scarcity and
shypess of whales. Prior to the year 1830 a ship with a eapacity for 2,000 barrels wonld cruise
in the Pacific Ocezn and return in two years with a ecarge of sperm-gil. The sawme ship might go
to Delago or Woolwich Bay and 1l with whale-oil in about fifteen months, or to the coast of

* Always excepting, of coures, Atlantic whalers. Sperm-whaling in the Atlantiz has always been pumoed by the
bulk of the Provincetown vessels snd by quite a flest of schoonars snd hrigs from other ports. 'Thereis an oceasional
ravival of this purenit i larger vessels at intervals of a fow years, at present some of the most snccessful voyages
being made hy ships and barks eruising for sperm whales in thia ogedn.,

tln wany casen justice (T) scems to have boen meted more in mocordanee with the reguiremonts of the lycomo of
our reprasentatives than with those of abatract nght, and it has happened that the case of an arbiirary, cruel cap-
tain against pome wafortouately weak and impeeunions sailor has been deeided-on the tsma-hanomd (n.mam.g barba-
riane} maxims that “ might makes right,” and ‘' the kiug can do no wrong.” .



THE WHALE FISHERY. 7

Brazil and return in nine monihs full of the oil pecaliar to the whales of those seas; buf, as has
been previously remarked, this has all changed, and the length of the voyage has become entirely
disproportioned to the quantity of oil returned. ’

“Briefly, then, this is the case. Whaling as a business has declined: 1st, from the scarcity
and shyness of whales, requiring longer and more expensive voyages; 2d, cxtravagance in fitting
out and refitting ; 3d, the character of the men engaged ; 4th, the introduction of cosl oils.

“40f late years sperat-whaling in the Atlantic Ocean has been revived with some success, but
the persistency with whicl any field is tollowed up makes its yield at least but temporary. Iv
may perhaps be a question worthy of serious consideration whetber it is policy for the Tnited
Btates Government to introduce the nse ¢f coal olls inte its light-house and similar departrnents,
to replaee the sperm oil now furnished from our whaling ports, and thus still further hasten the
ultimaie sbandonment of a pursuit upou the resoarces of which it draws so heavily in the day of
its trouble,* or whether this market—the oniy aid asked from the Government—-may stitl continue
at the axpense of a few dollars more per year.”t

2, WHALING-GROUNDS.{

DISTRIBUTION OF WHALES.-—A whale-ship leaving her home port mans her mast-head as
sonl 43 she leaves soundings, and from that time is in constant hope of seeing whales. There are
certain portions of the ocean where whales abound, and many large tracts where vessels rarely
make a stop; still it is not unusval ever in the more barren spaces to hear from aloft the welcome
ery “‘there she blows.” Many of the gronnds where vessels were formerly very successful are now
entirely sbandoned and others are but seldom visited. There are now no sperm whalers from the
Upited States en the Indian Ocean or North Pacific grounds, and very few eruising in the West
Pacific OQcean, bui nearly all of the vessels at preseat engaged in this branch of thu fishery resort
to the gronndsin the North and South Atlautic and the eastern part of the South Paecific Oceans.

At an early period in the development of the whale fishery there was little diffienlty in
seeuring 5 cargo in a short time. Whuler were abundant near shore and in very many parts of
the ccean. They were taken in great numbers by the Dutch and by the English at Spitzbergen
and off the east coast of Greenlapd, upon grounds that have not been frequented for many
years.§ Later they were abundant in Davis Strait, where they were pursued by a considerable
fleat of wessels. They are still taken there in limited numbers by a fleet of about a dozew Seotch
steamers. Toward the close of the last century began the discovery of prolific grounds for right
whales in the Sonth Atlantic, and of the famous South Pacific sperm and right whale grounds. In
the present century important fields have becn discovered in the North Pacific and Arvctic Oceans,

* The London Mercantile Gazette, of October 22, 1852, said: ““The number of American ships engaged in the
Bouthern whale-fishery alene wonld of thernselves be nearly sufficient to man any ordinary fleet of ships.ofwar
which that conntry might requira to send to ses.” Instances are not wanting, indeed, where whelemen bave under-
taken yeoman's service for their country. Thus, in November, 1846, Captain Simmeons, of the Magnolia, apd Capt-
John 8. Barker, of the Edward, both of New Bedford, hearing that the garrison ut San José, Lower Colifornia, wos
in imminent danger, landed their crews and marched to its relief. Nor were their good services toward foreign gov-
6TnInents in pesse lens honorable to the country than in war, for when the Government buildings at Honolulu were
lurning some years agoe, and entire and disastrous destruction threstened, American whalemen rashed to the rescue
and quenched the Aames, already Leyond the vontrol of the natives. During the rebellion, of 5,936 nuval officers,
Massachnsetts furnished 1,996, Maine 449, Conuecticut 264, New Hampshire 174, Rhode Island 102, and Vermont 81,

tReport U. #. Commission of Figh and Fisheriea for 1875-"76.

1'8pesial acknowledgments ave due Capt. H. W. Seabury, of New Bedford, Mass., and Capt. William M. Barnes,
of Nashua, N. H., for information on this subject.

" §'The east const of Gireentand has recently again becoms a ernising ground for the whalers of Norway and Scotland.
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among whiclh are the Japan, Northwest, and Okhotsk gromnds, now well nigh abandoned. The
Arctic grounds north of Bering Strait were first visited in 1848 by the Superior, under Captain
Roys, and these grounds have since been by far the most important for the production of whale.
bone and a superior quality of whale oil.

BELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF VARIOUS GROUNDS.—The rela,tivg importance of the varions
oceans to the whalefishery during recent years is shown by the following facts: Of the sperm
oil talken by the American whaling fleet from 1870 to 1880, 55 per ¢ent. was from the North and
South Atlantic grounds; 33 per cent. from the Paeific; and 12 per cent. from the Indian Ocean.
Of the whale oil taken during the same period, 58 per cent. was by the North Pacific fleet from the
region north of the fiftieth parallel, inclading the Aretic, Okhotsk, and Bering Seas; 24 per cent.
by vessels eruising in the North aud South Atlantic; 10 per cent. from the Pacific grounds; 5 per
cent. from the Indian OQeean ; and 3 per cent. from Hudson Bay, Cumberland Iulet, aud Davis Strait.
Of the whalebone secured in the saine time 88 per cent, was by the North Pacifie fleet; 5 per cent.
by the Hudson Bay and Cumberland Inlet fleet; 4 per cent. from the Neorth and South Atlantic
grounds ; and 3 per cent. about egually divided between the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The num-
ber of voyages commenced by United States vessels from 1870 to 1880 was 810, whieh includes
the Arctic whalers annually refitting at Sau Francisco and other ports, Of these voyages, 382
were to the North and South Atlantic, 254 to the Arctie, Okhotsk, aud adjacent grounds, 98 to the
Pacific, 45 to the Indian Ocean, and 31 to Hudson Bay and Cumberiand Inlet.

(¢) BPERM-WHALE GROUNDS.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF SPHFRM WHALES.—The sperm whale is very widely distrib-
uted in the oceans of the temperate and the tropical zones. They have been taken as far south ag
569 gouth latitude in the Atlaniic and in the Pacific, and as far north ns 562 12/ in the North
Pacific. HKarly authors mention them as numerous on the const of Greenland, but Beale® says
that they are seldom or mever seen there hy recent navigators. They are generally taken off
soundings, though they are sometimes abundant in comparatively shallow water, especially along
the edge of the ocean banks. Within the limits inclnded between 309 north and 30° south latitade
they are generally of smaller size than in higher latitudes, There are certain craising-grounds
especially frequented by vessels in search of sperm whales, and these will be deseribed in order
beginning with those in the Atlantic Oceau, proceeding then to the Pacific and Indian OQcean
grounds,

The Atlantic grounds, from which more than half the entire produciion of sperm oil is taken,
are visited by both large and smali vessels, the latter cruising chiefly north of the equator and
remaining out about nine months, while the former make vovages lasting one, two, or even three
years, cruising over various parts of the North and South Atlantie and sending oil home from the
Agzores, St. Heleua, and other convenient ports. Vessels visiting the Pacific and Indian Oceans
are nsually barks and ships, and it out for long voyages.

NORTH ATLANTIC GEOUNDS.—Frofitable sperm whaling has been fonnd in the Caribbean
Sea, off Chagres, Blanquilla, and in other parts of the sea ; in the Gulf of Mexico, particularly in
latitude 28° to 29° north, longitude 89° to 90° west; in various parts of the West India BEOE,
especially in the Mona Passage and off the coasts of Cuba, Porto Rico, and 8t. Domingo, north of
the Bahama Islands, in latitude 28° to 29¢ north, longitude 792 west; on the “ Oharleston Gronnd,”
In latitade-29° to 32¢ north, longitude 740 to 77° west, and on the “ Hatteras Grounds,” extend-

* Beark, THOMAs: Natural History of the Sperm Whale, London, 1836, p. BE. He says that sperm whales are
found from & north to 60° south latitudae.
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ing along the edge of the Gulf Stream off Cape Haiterasn.* Vessels eruise on the more soutbern
of the above grounds during the winter months and early spring, and werk north and east as the
seagon advances. Their next resorts, after leaving the Clharleston Grouud, are in latitnde 36°
north, longitude 74© west; latitnde 32° north, longitude 63° west; latitude 28° to 33° north,
longitude 48° to 57° west, and from latitude 33° to 452 north, longitude 50° to the east of the
Azores.t

Among the favorite resorts in the North Atlantic are the ¢ Two Foriies” and + Two Thirty-
sixes,” the former being in latitede 40° north, longitude 409 west, and the latter in latitwde 869
north, longitude 360 west. Vessels eruise here throughoat the summer and fall mouths and often
iisto December. The whales taken are of all sizes. Ships of late years have cruised from lati-
tade 43° to 46° north, longitude 25° fo 329 west, alyo from latitnde 489 to 5U° north, lungitade
219 to 24° west; and on the % Commodore Morris Grounds,™ in latitade 522 to 54° north, longi-
tude 23° to 250 west. Sperm whales are often seen and taken mear the Azores. Good cruising
places, known as the “ Western Grounds,” are sitpated in latitnde 28° to 379 porth, lougitude 40°
to 522 west. Anotber resort ig the *¢ Steen Ground,” in latitude 3{¢ to 36° nworil, longitade 23<
to 24° west, where vessels cruise from August to November. Sperm wlales are somnetimes found
quite numercus along the southern coast of Yortugal and Spain from Cape St. Vinecent to ihe
Straits of Gibraltar; also near the southetn gide of the island of Tenerifle; north and west of the
Cape Verde Islands daring the winter months; from latitude 10° to 14° north, longitude 35° to
to 40¢ west in Mareh, April, and May, and in latitude 5° 1o 7° north, longitude 18° to 202 west,
during the winter season. Goeod whaling has also been found ip the Gulf of Guinea near the
Isiand Fernando Po; also on the ¢ Cornell Ground,” in latitnde 5° to 99 north, longitude 229 to
279 weat.§

BOUTH ATLANTIC (GROUNDS.—On the west side of the South Atlantic, sperm whale prounds
were formerly found on and near the Carabellas banks in latitude 172 to 199 south from the coast
of Brazil to longitude 35° west ; also iz about latitude 23% south, longitnde 39° to 42° west. The
smaller class of vessels ernised on these grounds, capturing mostly large bull whales, while large

**In 1837,” says Captain Atwood, of Provincetown, < the * Edwnrd and Riengi’ was bought for Dlacktishing,
and weni, on the ground sonth of the George'’s Bauk and towards Cape Hatteras, No whaling vessels had ever been
thers before, and she found sperm whales abnodant, and since thut time the ¢ Hattoras Ground ' and the ¢ Charlesten
Ground ’ farther south, have been favorite cruising places for the Provincetown flesg.”

tOn the northern sdge of the Grand Banks and the Gl Streart where the Labradaor curreut meets the Sirean,
making an eddy and s siTong corrent, sperm whales were reportad in the months of S8aptember, October, and Novemher,
The geographical position of this spot, as given by Messrs. Swift & Alleg, of New Bedford, is latitude 41° tv 48° N,
sod longitnde 45° to 50° W. Care shonld be taken to keep & medium temperature of water.—J. 1. BrownN.

{ This ground was firet visited by the American fleet about the year 1669 and was then called the Camilla Grouad,
aftor the hark Camills. It haa been cruised upon by many of the best veasals of the sperm-whale fleet.

§ Captain Tripp, of the bark Pioneer, makes the following condensed report of 4 craise for spertu whales in 1573
and 1874 mainly in the North Aslantic,

On July 12 he found sperm whales in latitude 38° 05’ N., longitnde 67° 4%’ W., and on the 30th Lilled a large
whale in latitude 35¢ 45 N., Jongitude 45° 60’ W, Aungust 4 he again saw sperm whales in latitude 357 277 X, longi-
tnde 45° 16' W. Ou the 27th took g large one in Iatitnde 340 33 N, longituds 38° 41, W, and found them on the 3lst
iu latitude 34° 37 N. and longitude 39° 41 W, On September 12 he killed two whales in Iatitude 35° K. and longi-
tade 39° 50’ W. He orossed the eguator, but again worked to the northward and finished his cruise.

On March 29 he killed two whales In latitnde 13° 58° N., longitnde 375 28' W., and another on April 28 in Jatitode
139 2 N. and longitade 44° 25’ W, Sperm whales weve seen on the 1st,2d, 3d, and 4th of May in the latifudes of 13¢
Y, 18° 347, 130 8%, and 13° 92", and in the longitudes of 44° 517, 440 34/, 449 24', and 445 20 vespectively, but no catehes
wore made; on the 5th he killed four whales in latitnde 130 28, longitude 44% 23'; two on the 8th {uv latitade 13° 1
- and longitude 44° 49'; three en the 10th in latitude 13° 08¢, longitade 44° 25, and four en the 12th in latifude 13° MY,
and longitude 45° 22, On the }3th sperm whalea were seen in latitnde 132 08/ and longitnde 459 14°, but none were
killed. From that time on he had “ greasy Iuck.” On the 19th he killed three whales in latitnde 13% 06, longitude
46° 25 . One was killed July 21 in latitude 34° and longitude 44 12' ; iwo on Aungust 1 in latitude 34° 45’5 ene onthe
10th in Iatitude 34° 1%, longitude 40° 17'; two onn the 20th in latitude 31° 26/, longitnde 50°, and one large one on
the 26th in Iatitude 51° and longitude 58°. He cruised in this locality fourteen months and obtained 1,104 Laryels of

Eperm gil. —J. T\ BROWN,
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vessels found good whaling on the # River La Plate Ground” extending trom latitude 30° to 409
south, and from 30 to 250 miles off-shore. The season here was from September to May, and the
whales taken were of all sizes. A few vessels continue to cruise on all these grounds, meeting
with moderate success. Large whales have also heen found quite plenty in latitude 45° to 479
south, longitude 532 to 609 west, where ships cruise from November to May.

Passing across to the east side of the ocean we find good whaling grounds along the coast
of Africa, also arcund the islands of Ascepsion and 8t. Helena. The principal resorts are in
latitndes 4° to 23° south, longitude 9° to 10% west; aronid Si. Helena; latitude 34° south,
longitade 02 to 7 west; also a few depgre ex east of the merjdiun in {he same latitnde; and on the
“Carroll Ground” in latitude 320 scuth, longitade 72 east. The tine for cruising on the more
southern of the above grounds is from September to May, and farther north during the whole
year. ST

SourH Pacrric GRoUNDs.—Sperm whales are often scew off Cape Horn, and it is the opinion
of most whalers that they pass from one ceean to the other in their mtigrations. Captain Seabury
writes that he has himself on two oceasions taken large sperm whales withip sight of land off this
cape. The grounds in the Pacific have been exceedingly profitable. From the time of their dis-
covery in 1738, by Nantucket whalewen in an English whaleship, dates the great prosperity of
the sperm-whale fishery which reached its clinax in the year 1837,

Ouns of the most important and extensive grounds in the Sounth Pacific lies off the coast of Chili,
extending from Jatitnde 350 to 46° xonth, and from the coast 200 miles off shore. Within these
litnits there are some specially favorable spots. as around the land of Ilrafo, near the soulh end
of Chiloe Izsland, off Mocha Island, and off the port of Taleahinano. Arcound the islands of Juan
Fernandez and Masafuero, and from these ixlands 1o longitode 999 west, are good groands. Ships
eraixe here and farther south from September to Bay, and sometimes thronghout the year, find-
ing mostly large whales.

Pussing farther north we come next to tiwe Archer Ground, which lies ju latitude 170 to 20¢
soutl, longitude 84° to 80° west, where ships cruise throughout the year, ceptaring ldarge whales.
From the Archer Groand, all along the coast to Panama Bay, in latitude 8° north, from the
shore to 902 west longitnde, many sperm whales hive been taken. Along the coust from latitude
122 to 189 gouth, also from latitnde 100 to 149 south, Jongitude 869 to 900 west, wore formerly
noted eruising places, The latter is called tle # Callao Ground,” und is stil] visited by a few ships
that eruisve throughout the year, taking medium vized bull whales, yielding from 40 ta 66 barrcls
of 0il each. ‘

One of the most important groumds in the South Pucific extends from latitude 52 south to
20 pnorth, and from the coast of Pern to lonpitude 939 west, embracing the Galapagos Islauds.
“ Most of the whales found here,” sava Captain Scabury, “are cowa and calves, thongh occasionally
4 large bull whale is captured. The large whale is quite often found 3 or 4 miles from the sehool
of smalt ones.  After striking one of a school the others sometimes stop around the fasi whale,
which is called ‘bringing to! or ? brought to,! when each of the four boats may fasten to 8 whale.
More frequently the rest start off after the first boaf strikes and are pursued by the boats.”

Many ships have cruised on the Offshore Ground, extending from latitude 30 307 to 52 30/
soath, and from longitude 100° to 120° west. The season bere lasts during the whole year, and
the whales taken are of all sizes, though the majority are young bulls.  These whales go in achools,
aud the larger the size of whale the smaller is the pumber. This ground was discovered in
the year 1818 by Capt. George W. Gardper in the ship Globe, of Nantucket. The whalers had
heen cruising along the coast of South America when Captain Gardner concluded to find new
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fields, and in his search he crnised over the ground exiending from latitnde 5% 1o 102 south, and
from longitude 104° to 125° west, where whales were found in great numbers, This new field
was christened the ¢ Offshore Ground,” and eontinues to this day a favorite resort of Pavifie
whalers. i

On a belt of ovean from latituds £° north to 22 south and extending across the Pacific from
the west coast of South America, large numbers of sperm whales have beeu taken, especially
from longitude 110° {o 130° west, and alsu around Jarvis Island aud the Xing's Mill Group. The
whales taken near the equator are gencrally of the smaller k.

Vessels have croised with some success around the Marguesas Islands, Low and Socicties.
Navigator'’s Islands, the Fiji group, and avennd New Zealand and Augstralin, The most noted
part of the New Zealand Ground is 20 miles southeust and soulhwest from Frencl: Roek, which
lies in about latitnde 31° 30/ south, longitnde 1792 west,  Other resorts included on the New Zaa-
land Ground are on the Vasqguaes Ground, in latitnde 36° south, longitnde 162 wesl; from lati-
tude 36° to 38° south, longitude 164° to 166° west; around the Three Xings, in Jatitude 320
south, longitude 170° to 1752 cast; 40 to 80 miles off shore east-northeast from Monganui apd
cast-southeast” from Cape Bret; around Stewart’s Island, the Snares, and Obatham Islauds.
Sperm whaies have sometimes been found abnndant all around New Zeulund. Large schools of
great sperm whales abeunded here mwore than on any other whaling grouwnd,  Captain Seabury says
that ¢ several ships often get into a school of these whales at oune lime, each vessel taking
one or more whalea that yield 100 barrels of oil. The season for eraising at the extreme south is
in the summer months, or’ from September to April, and on the northern ground vessels ergise
throughount the year. Hurrieanes are sometimoes epcountered off the Nuvigator’s Islands and French
Rock, 50 that ouly the best of vessels are sent there.”

Sperm whales were once abnndant all the way scress from New Zealmwd to Anstralia, and
aronud Tasmania; also along the shores of Australia, avd near Wreck Reel, avound New Ireland,
the Solomon Islands, New Guinea, Kermadec Islands, New Caledonia. and New Georgia. Banker
Bay, New Ireland, was a noted place.

NorTH PACIFIC GROUNDS.—The most important ground in the North Pacific for many years
was off the eoast of Japan, first visited by whaling vessels in 1820, Aronund the Benin Islands, in
lasitode 272 north, longitude 1400 west, was also a poted ground.  Vesscls cruised all the way
from latitade 289 to 329 north, and longitude 163° west to 1650 east. The Japan Ground
included the region from the coast of Japan southeast to Bonin Ishunds, acToss to 1650 west
longitude. The seasou was frowr May to November, during which time great quantities of oil were
frequently taken. The whales were mostly large bolls, and many of thein very old, a5 was shown
by their teath,

Capt. William M. Barnes, formerly of New Bedford, writes : *'There is now (1881) not a single
sperm whater in the North Pacific Ocean, and in certain parts of i, as on the 0ld Japan Grourd, the
Arctie eruisers in erossing have lately seen sperm whalesin increasing numbera” During the winter
5eason in the northern hemispliere the Aretic whalers occasioually spend o few months among the
islands of the Western Paeific, but otherwise these large groands are now seldom. resorted to by
whalemen. In many cases the sperm: whalers find it difticnlt to fill their casks with sperm oil, and
S0 assigt in making up their ecargo by spending a few mounths in © humphacking”

Sperm-whaling was formerly carried on with good snceess around the Ladrone Istands, also
in the Booloo or Mindora Seas, and arouwnd the East India Islands, where ships eontinned to eruise
until within about three years. The whales were geperally very small, and mostly cows with
calves. A great deal of calm weather and strong currents are found around these islands and seas.
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We come now to the grounds on the eastern side of the North Pacific.  In former years many
ships eruised aronnd Cape Ban Lucas, neur the Galf of Calilorniy, and along the coust of Lower
California from 10 to 530 miles off shore, Whales of Iarpe size were taken here in the winter mwonths
by vessels that had spent the summer on the Jupan Ground. Arourd the Maria Islands, near S8an
Blas, on the Mexican coast, whales were quire often ionnd; also in the Bay of Pabama from the
const to 902 west longitnde, and farther west in the ovean from latitude 4 to 82 north, longitude
100° to 1102 west.  In the vicipity of Owhyhee and other parts of the Sandwich Islands vessels
met with fair sneeess.

INDIAN OCEAN GroUNDR.—The priucipal resorts of vessels in this ocean were off Port Danphin
and arvund Madagascar in the Mozambique Channel; aronnd the islands of Mauritiug and Bourbon
and the island of Roderique ; aronnd the Amirante Group, and Seyehetle and Comore Islands ; off
Zanzibar and along the east coast of Africa to the Red Sea; off the island Socotra; along the
Arabian eoast; aronnd she Laceadive Tstands and the island of Ceylon. ©Other resorts are along
the west and sonth coasts of Anstraliv, cspecially in the vicinifty of Cape Leeuwin and off’ S8hark’s
Bay, ou the ground extending from tatitnde 202 to 23° sonth, longitude 107° to 110° east. From
March to July ships cruise several degrees off shore to the west of Australia and from October
to May near the land., The nnmber of American whaling vessels visiting the 1ndian Ocean bas
been gradually diminishing for several years,and in 1380 not a single vessel from the United
States weut thore for sperm oil. A fleet of abount eleven szil of vessels, belonging at Tampania, is
cugaged mostly in aperm whaling, and some years they meet with good success,

SPERM-WHALE GrooNDps IN 1840. - The principal gromds visited by sperm whalers about
the time of the greatest progperity jun this fishery are thus deseribed by Commander Wilkes, of the
Untied States Exploring Expedition :

"« The following embraces all the different gronnds in the Paeific visited by our whalers ;

#{1) The oun-shore ground; that includes the whole extent of ocean along the coast of Chili and
I*eru from the island of Joan Fernandez to the (ralapagos lands.

G (2} The off-shore ground; beiug the space between latitude 5° and 10° sonth, longitude 909
il 12609 west.

#(3y In the neighborhood of the Hawaiian Islands.

“(4) In the neighborhood of the Soeciety Islands.

“(5) In the neighborhood of the Bamoan Groap.

“{6 In the neighborhood of the Fiji Gronp.

“ (1} In the neighborhoeod of the Ring’s Miil Group.

“(8) Along and to the sentl of the equator, from the zoast of South America 1o the King’s Mill

Tronp, :

“(8) Across the Bouth Taeific, between the parallels of 219 and 270 sonth.

“{10) Aeross the North Pacifie, between ihe paraliels of 279 and 35° north.

“(11) In the neighiborhood of the east coast of New Zealand.

“ (12 In the middle groand between New Hollund and New Zealand.

“(13) The eoast of Japan, and between it and Bonin Islands,

#{14) The northwest coast of America,

“(15) Coast of California.

¢ These, it will be ssen. embrace a large field, and it might be supposed that a ship could
Lardly misy finding the aniwnals. Such, however, is not the ease, A vessel may visit all these
places, and yet return home 2 ¢ clean ship,’ if she happened to be out of season. It appears from
experience that whales, in their migrations congregate in the above-named places at certain times
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of the year, and those who are acquainted with the business endeavor to be early on the cruising
grounds, I shall now point out the times, according to the best information, at which the whales
visit the several grounds, and, although not a whaler, I hope to give such information as may be
usefnl to this class of my coauntrymen.

« For convenience of deseription, the cruising-grounds may be considered as included within
four sections or belts.

« These belts are from 20) to 25 degrees of fatitude in width.

«The first of which I speak is that between the equator and the porthern tropic; the second,
hetween the tropic and 509 north; the third, between the equator and the southern tropic and
lutitnde 50° south.

& Within the tropics whales are almost always to be met with.  There ave, however, particular
piaces within this zone where they cliefly congregate. Whales are foand in the first belt on the
north side of the equator, to the gouthiward of the Sandwich Islands, and thenee westward as far
as the Mulgrave lsiands, for tho greater part of the vear; but the only spot or space they are
known to abound in av any partienlar season, within this belt is to the westward of the Galipa-
gos; they pass and repass over the rest of 1liis space in their migratious, and may geuncrally be
found near to or aroind the small islauds.

& In the second belt they range from the coast of Japau to the verthwest coast of America aund
California ; this they frequent from May till November. In the mounth of July they are found off the
Boniu Islands, and between them and the coast of Japan. They frequent the space lving to the north.
ward of the Hawaiian Istands, and comprebended between the parallels of 282 and 359 nertls; and
within the meridians of 1450 and 1500 west, from June to OQctober; and resort to the northwest
coast of America in August and September, and to that of Oulifornia in November and January.

¢ Tha third belt comprises the ocean from {hie coast of South America 1o the King’s Miil Grouy,
inelnding the Marguesas, Sovieiy, and Friepdly Islands, the Samoan and INji Groups. Within
these are spaces known ag the on-shore and off-shore grounds. The latter the whalers frequent
from November to Febrnary, and along this belt they are found until the months of July and Au-
gust, by which time they reach the King's Mill and Fiji Groups. There are, however, stragglers to
be met with in this space during all seasons.

“Phe fourth belt extends from the southern tropic to the latitnde of 500 south. The most
profitable time for eruising within it is in the months of Marck, April, and May, to the eastward
of New Zealand. After that date, along and between the parallels of 220 and 28% south, from the
coast of New Holland to that of South America. The portion of sea hetween New Holland and
Wew Zealand is called the ‘middle ground,’ and is frequently found very profitable.

«From an examination of the particular localities in which whales are found most at certain
seasons, aud connecting these with my own observations ou currents, I am induced to believe the
pMaces of their resort will point more correctly to the neutral pointsor spaces of nocurrent, than
any other duta that we yet possess,

“These must necessarily become the rendezvous, or feeding-places, of thess apimals. The
determination of these points will, therefore, throw additional light on the systems of currents in
the ocean, by pointing out the neatral spaces. The chief resort of whales will be seen on the map
at one view; and when these are connected with the currents shown to exist by the observations
of the expedltlon anﬁ others, they will be found to correspond in a remarkable manner with the
nentral spaces. :

“1 have myself paid much attention to acquiring information in relation to the position of
. thesa grounds from the masters of whale-ships, but have usually found their reporta at variance



14 HISTORY AND METOODS OF TIE FISHERIES.

one with another, and they have sometimes differed as mneb a5 5 degrees in assigning their limits.
Their position, no doubt, varies much in different years; bat even this will not explain all the
discerepancies of the stuatements, _

HOTF we examine the seusons of the appearance of whales at certain islands, they will generally
be fouud to be between the beginning und the end of the summer of the climate, during which
timo unimal life is most prolific, and the food of the whale consequently abounds near the par-
ticular group. I have fregnently beean told, and it ix geverally believed, that whales are partial to
warmth, and frequent few places outside the tropies. This, if true, would be singular enough;
but the main reason for their frequenting the summer seas at particular seasous is the procure-
weut of food, which is there to be found in greater abundanee; and thero appears to be little
doubrt that ip migrating these unimals move with the currents until they find their food in plenty,
and then coutinue in such locality until it is exhaunsted.

“A namber of instunces are known, * * * in which, at certain seasons, strong currents have
been experienced in places where three months afterward they were found to have ceased altogether,
or even to have changed their direction. I have wow particular reference to the northwest coast.

“ Having pointed vat the differcnt belts in the Pacific, I will now refer to the loealities in the
Atlantic and lndian Oceans where the sperm-whale fishery is most suzesessful.

“These, iu like muaner, are fonnd to vorrespond, and are connected with the obstroetions of
the sulnparive envrents, or the places where, from opposing currents, they become lost.

“ Iu the Atlantic Ocean: (1) Off the Azores or Western Islands ; (2) off the Cape de Verdes;
(3} north of Bahama Banks; (4) Gulf of Mexico; (5) Caribbean Sea; (6) to the eastward of the
Windward Islands; (7) north coast of Brazit; (8) south coast of Brazil; (#) Carrol Ground, or a
space of vcean lying between Bt Helena and Africa.

“In the Indian Occun: (1) Off the south end of Madagasear, and between it and Afriea; (2)
ot the north end of Madagascar; (3) the coast of Arabia; (4) west coast of Java ; (B} northwest
coast of New Holland ; (6) south coast of NXew Holland, and between it and Van Diemet’s Lund.

“The periods of time allotted to these fisheries coincide with the time at which it might be
expected that the food of the whale wonld be most plentiful if Lrought by the polar streams.

“The Atlantic fishery is, for the most part, carried ou in a smaller class of vessels than those
used in the Pacific; the voyages are of less duration, and less capital is therefore required in this
business than the other. [u speaking of the cruiring-grounds, I shall follow the order in which
they are visited.

* The first in point of fime is that near the Azores. This ground does not extend more than
200 mifes from these islands, and lies principally to the sonthwest of them. Here whales are
found during the summer wonchs, and as late as October. These islands, it will be well to
remark Irere, Tie in the route of the great north polar stream, and form an obstruction to its passage;
consequently the food is arrested in its progress, and is accumulated bere,

“ The next gronand visited is off Cape Blance and the Cape de Verdes, and it is also searched
by the outwaid-bonnd ships of the Pacific Heet. The wialers of the Atlantic next passto the north
coast of Brazil, in the months of Oetober, November, and Decgﬁiber, and thenees to the Braszil
Baunk, and off the mouths of the'Rio de la Plata, where they fish in Januwary and February; after
this they seek Saint Helena aud Carrol Grounud, which lies from 50 to ;.’Og miles south of that
island, toward the Cape of Good Hope. Ou the latter ground they remain during the months of
March, April, and May; and thence they pass to the westward alouy the Bonth Ameriean coast,
to the eastward of the Windward Islands; thence to the Babama Banks, Cape Hatteras, and
along the coast of the United States, home, -

-
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“ The smaller ¢luss of whalers seldom extend their cruisings to the south of the line, but after
they have visited the first two whaling-grounds they usnally pass to the westward toward the
island of Fornando de Noronha, amd thence along the South American eoast umtil they reach
the Windward Islands. They frequent ihe Caribbean Beas in the months of Junuary and Feb-
ruary, and farther to the westwand off the peninsulua of Yueatan and Caba in April; after which
time they proceed throwgh the Guif of Mexico to cruise off the Bahama Banks and Cape Hatteras
in May. Thenee they pass northward, on either side of fhe Gulf Stream, to the eastern side of
the Grand Banks.

“ In the Indian Ocean, the south part of Madagascar, off Point Danphin, is visited in Marel
and April; in May, June, and July the ground off the southwest coast of Madagascar, in the
Mozambigne Channel, and upor both sides af that ehanuel.  Fhe whalers usnatly recruit in Saint
Augustine’s Bay, where supplies ave 1o be had iv abundange, and botl wood and water are easily
procured. After this they uswedly spend some tite off Cape Corrientes. with the eape and head-
lands oo either side, and visit tho Comore Iskes. Sperm whales ave frequently found in pambers
among these jslands, and shipx usually do well in their vieinity. The African coast, from Mozam.
bigque to Zanzibar, is good groand, amd the Tatter is also w goul port for repairing.

“ Somo ships extend thelr cruising during the porthoast monsoon, from Oetober to April, to
the Arablan coast, but the African is generslly preferred. The Chagos Archipelago at times
affords some suceess, but it is very doubtiul pround, and has not otten been frequented. The
proper season is during the sowthwest, monsoon. ’

“The wost profitable ground in the Indize Ooean ts the west and northwest soast of New
HoHand, as far esstward as the islands of Timor, Lomboeeh, and Angier, and westward to the
Keeling Islands, including the coast of Java,

* * * »* * x* * ¥ * -

# It will be perceived how nearly these grounds eoincide with the piaces wherein, according
to the views already stated, the polar streams are obstrncted by land or islands, so as either to
interrupt their course or create suchk an iwpediment as to change it.

4 The Sooloo Sea i the ouly place that remains to be noticed.  Anserfcan ships, however, have
seldom gone thither, but English vessels are reported as huving met with much suecess there.”®

{b) RIGHE-WHALE GROTND:,

GEOGRAPHIOAL PISTRIBUTION OF RIGHT WHALFES~The right whale (Fubalena) is fonnd
in various parts of the world as far north as latitnde 617 30/, at the mouth of Hudson Strait, and
south to the Antarctic Ocean, though it is rare in the warmest latitndes. This whatle, of which
thore are several speeies in the different oceans, mnst pot be confounded with the bow-head,
or polar whale, which is called right whale by many whalcen, though quite distinet from it and
inhabiting mach eolder waters, the bow-head being an ice whale and the rvight a temperate whale.
The principal right-whaling grounds east of America are in the Sourh Atlantie, while in the
Pacific Ocean they are of about égnal importance bhoth north and south of the tropics.

NoRTH ATLANTIC GROUXDS.—The North Atlantic grounnds for this species are {few in num-
ber. They are taken duriny the summer monthys off the southern end of Greenland and fo a
limited extent in the:lower part of Davis Strait, near Resolntion Island. Along the eastern
coast of the United States they are oceasionally captured by shore whalemen, especially at the
whaling stations in North Carolina. During the winter months whalers find them on the Hatteras

* Narrative of Wilkes's U. B. Exploring Expedition, vol. v.
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Gronnd, in the Gulf of Mexico, and in the Caribbean Sea. A few small vessels have groired with
indifferent suceess for right whales zlong the west coast of Afriea, in latitude 153° vorth, and in
Center Day, about latitade 232 north. At no particular place in the North Atlanptic are they now
ahaodant, thongh they were tormerly taken in great numbors ‘close to the New England shore,
and eastward of the Newionndland fishing-bavks.

SOUTH ATLANTIC GROUNDS.—The most noted grounds foy i ght whales at the cominencement
of the right-whale fishery in the last century were off the coasts of Brazil and of Patagonia, on what
wers called the + Brazil” or < Main,” and » False Banks,” anid especially between the thirty-sixth and
the fifty-1ifth pavallels from the coast to 309 West longitade. The mostimportavt spots were on amxd
abont the above batks and from latitude 38° to 457 south, and longitade 35° to 43° west. Right
whales were also quite abundant in the vicinity of the Fatkland Islands, which were first visited by
onr whalemen in 17743 near the Tristan Islands, between latitude 280 to 42¢ south, and from the
meridian 1o 200 west Jongitude, was called the «Tristan Ground,” and was a favorite cruising
place.  Good whaling was also found from latitude 34° to 43° south and Jongitude 24° 10 280
west.,  Other important groands were along (he west coast of Africa from latitode 220 to 329
sonth, or to the Gape of (oot Hope.  Ships met with great success on the Sonth Atlantic grounds
for many years, and it wag not An aneounn ol 0CCUTCERes for vessels of from 1,500 to 2,500 barrels
cupacity to H11 up and return home from the South Atlantic in one scason, making the voyage in
jrom seven to ten months,

The grounds more particularly visited at the present day in this ocean ar around the Tristan
lslands b1 latitude 36° to 3582 soath, longitude 109 to 259 west, from September to January; on
the east const of Soutl America in latitude 30° 1o 352 south, from May to August; and from
Keptember to June slong the coast of Patagonia in latitede 422 to 529 south. Tue whales caught
are of 1hie regulur vight-whale speetes, the bull when full grown yielding from 40 to 60 barrels of
oil and the cow frony 60 to 3t barrels, or about 60 barrels on an average. The whalebone aver-
ares abonts 300 pontsds to 100 barrels oil in the bnli, and 400 to 600 pounds to 160 barrels oil in
the cow whale.

INDIAN UUBAN AND SOTTH [PACIFIC GROUNDS.—We now pass the Cape of Good Hope to
the right wisile gronnds in the Indian Ocean, all of which are at present entirely abhandoned by
the Americima, Qo many parts of the ocean Iying between the parallels of 209 to 50° south, and
from longitude 182 to 302 east, right whales were found abandant in former years, and a few
ships continned Lo eruise there up to 1579, though most of the whales have been killed or driven
irom the ground. The most ineportant places within these limits of latit nde and longitude were
at Delago Buy, in Jatitude 262 south, longitade 320 east; ecast of Cape of Good Hope, in latitnde
350 {389 routh, longitude 302 to 352 east; around the Crozetic Islands, v iatitude 45° to 479
south, and longitode 490 to 522 east; in the vieinity of St. Paul’s Island, in latitude 32° to 389
sonth, longitude 700 to 800 east; and near Kerguelen Isiand, in latitude 48° to 50° south, longi-
tudle G99 to $0° west.

The seaxon tor craising iu the Indian Ocean is the same as in the South Atlantic, 'The beal
months for whaling offshore are from September to May, and when insliore more whales are
tuken in the winter months, when they can be found around the islands, pear the rocks, and
among the kelp or seaweed., The whales in this ocean are smaller than those taken in the Bouth
Atlantic, averaging 40 barrets of oil and 240 pounds of bone for the bull, and for the cow whale
60 Deaurels of oil and 360 pounds of bone, or 600 pounds of bone to 100 hurrels of oil.

In former yeara right whales were fonnd quite plenty on the west and south coasts of Anustralia,
especially at Cape Leeuwin, Geographe Bay, and King George Sound. They were also taken
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aromnd Van Diemen’s Land, or Tasmania, which pluce, for the past ten vears, hae emploved o fHeet
f gievey vessels, principally i the sperm-whale tishery in dhie vichtity., 1n the year 1872 nineteen
vessels, measuring 4,917 tons, belonpwd at Tosmania, and produced 112 barrels of whale ol ang
3,012 baroels of sperm oil.

The vicigthy of New Zealand was ones an Unportant right-wheling groand, aod is still oces.
sionally visited by vessels, thut meet with inoderate snecess, taking both right and sperm whales.
The grounds are both inshore and offshore ; the mesi Noted of ihose offshore, from Qetober to
March, wre from sbitade 382 to 4539 south, and longitede 1549 o 1620 east.  Commencing the
seagon to the north, vossels work somil with the whales.  Aronpd the Avekiand Islands and in
the vivinity of Stewart’s Island, frow the land v 108 joiles offshore, are good craising grounds;
#lso from 362 1o 400 south latitude, and 160 past to 1602 west longitude,

Right whales wero taken in abupdauce off $he coast of Chili «bons forty years ago, and 5 few
vessels still eraise o that vleimty, raaking mived voysges for specm and whale ol The season is
frow Septeanber 1 to Jaagary 1, on the gronnds from latitnde 42° to 479 south, avd longitade 760
to 300 west.  Afver the beginning of the year vesgels work aloug shore toward the vorth 45 fay
wi latitude 352 aouth, sceasionally ancharing in the bazy and cruisivg hack and forth bebween
the thirty-&fth and the forsieth parallels negit ¥ay., The mest noted grounds arve Coneepeion and
Bt Vingent bays, near the port of Talecalinana, where they formerly can glit their whales gnd tried
ond their oil while ot ancher, sunetimes taking 1,000 barrels of oi it o month.  Bome vessels used
to winter in these bayy, though they wera not sery sucessaful ip the winter mooths.

Norrit PAOI¥L: GROUNDS e of she privcipat eratging pitasss for right whales in thia
ovean 1y thai koown as the “Northwest eoast right-whale greand,” or the “ Kadiak groond,”
sisnated near an island of that name off the Alaska peniusuls, and exten ding {rom Iatitnde 509 to
0% porth, sud lopgitude 130U to 600 west.  The best portion of this groznd les Detween
Fatitode 58S to B3° uorth, and longitads 1409 ta 158° cast, and the most profitable eradsing seasen
is from April to Owober. The firat whaling vessel 1o ernise here was the ship Ganges, of Nan-
tacket, eommunded by Oapt. Barzillar Folger. This was in the vear 1835, frotn which time anti}
within o few yeurs past the Kadiak wae the most important ground novth of the Japan ground,
The whalos taken on this ground average about 133 haerels of oil eael, the male ar ball making
fyoa 60 to 1680 barrels, and the cow whale from 100 to 330 barrels. The bone will aversge abont
1,000 ponnds to 100 baresls of o, and is woch npger than the Senth Bea bone, A full-grown
whale here has abent two bundred slabe of boue, varging in length from 1 foot te 11 feet. Some
of these whales, though appavently good when taken, prave ¢ bte sdry skins,” making ne ail, sud
many of them sink after being killed. The Hlubber varies in thickness on different parts of the
bady, heing from 5 to 13 inchies on » 100-barrel whale, angd oz s -bazvel from 5 to 18 ivches,
The tipy, from which ofl i3 aleo taken, sometimes viald from 5 to 10 bareels.

Right whales are found and have been captured aroutd the Fox Islands and in Bristel Bay
north of tho Allaska peninsula.  In Bering Sea, along the coast of Kamchutka, there is good
Hekt whaling ; also a2t the sutrance to Okbotsk Sea, and in the scuthers pars of that sea duving
the mounths of Aprll aud May, They are alse taken in the Japan and the Yellow Beas. “In
former years,” savs Scammon, “the right whales wers found on the wast of Oregon, and oous-
sionly in large nwmbers; the fow frequenting the coast of Californis are suppoked to have been
merely stragelers from their northern haunis, SBome, indesd, kave beeu taken {from Febrary to
April) as far south as the Bay of Ban Sebuatian Viscaing, and abont Cerros Island, both places
being near the parallel of 29° north Iatitude.” *

“ Marine Mammsia, p. 96
BEC. ¥, VOL. Dweemd
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(e BeAVITH AW AL GHETi N D,

Grew AP real DRSPS flon o BowiInAD WHALES ~-The bowhend or polar whale 1s il
species formerly taben in greegd namhers by the Dnteh and Boglish whalers @t Spitzbergen,
Greentond, and Davis Spadr. 11 18 the whale saprared by the Amevican fleer in the Arerie OQeean,
arel s the waet valnable ol the rigli or whalebobe whates both for Hle graenity amd tor the qualivy
ot its oif s for the teneh and the thickoess of its Tadeen. Do the Baglivh whale fishery it s
nod Opxnngeistied Pois the righ e wlede, Dar s nor e same as the speeies colmmonly ¥aown 1o
Amerviean windemen pieder fac vame. The Ameriean vight wlide Hves innore temperite waters,
witile the polar or bowhead wihnbe Inlaris oy the ey regions of the narthers seas. The home
ol the Dowireard is i most of the waters north of the sixtieth paralte] of porth hititede. Tt i« fonnd
i lower latitudes on the Asjatie than o the Greeuluwl side of Amevicn, baivg taken in the
{Hehotsk Senas e south as the S0y fonrth parallel aud in i Devdvg Sen as B seithoas the
Mty -aTh pateadlel, which s the sowthern Tmit of the winter lee in that sea. lu the Greenisnd
Aroiie the bowliesg s not foursd seyclr of Cape Farewell on the sixtieth paradlel. The porfhern
Hanit of this whale is nndetined.

The capture 6f e bowhead whule began w 8pitzbergen t thy eanly part of the seveniventh
cennry ¢ it soon extended to the east coast of Greenland, and carly in the cighteenth cenfury
they were taken in Davis Strait and adjoiping waters. It was ol antil the yvear 1845 that the
whalers pushedd their way throagl Bering Strait and establisked the very profitable fishery tor this
species in the Pacifie- Arcetic.

The principal grounda visited by the whaling vessels of the Uonited States in search of the
Dowhem) are as ohowa:

ATLARTIARCTIO GROUNDE-—CHT Unpe Farewell, at the southern ond of Greenland, from
Juns ro Augnst; aise in Hailson Strait and Nadsen Bay, especially in the vielnity of Sounth.
bhampten Island and near Cape Fullerton, that Jies in abowl Jatitiide 647 porth, and fongitude 862
west. Phe vessels ave accustorned to work throngl the tee o Hadson Strait about the widdle
of July, arriving in fhe bay about August G and i intending $o rvetnrh bome {be sawe year
they leitve the bay by the Ist of September.  Many of them go inlo winter guaarters asboni. Sep.
tember 15, and spend the winfer in the jce, takiing idvantage of the early and the laic appearanee
of the whales, ag also ovcasionally captwring seals or walrus in fhe winter months.

Tu Ddavis Strait the vessels ermise near Nortbhumberland Inlet i aboat Tatitude 632 north,
and longitnde 082 west,  Cumnberland Indet has wleo bewn o favorite resort for whaling vessels of
rhe salier class, and they frequently wioter there,  Resolution Island, ar the ecntrance 1o Cnmber-
Tand Inlet, is a good ground for Doth bowhead and right whales daring April and May.

The whales tuken in these bays and inlets In former vears would asverage about 120 barrels
of oil each, the bull 100 barrels, and the cow 140 barrels; bat of late years they kave been smaller
and searcer.  The yleld of bope is urnally abent 1,300 ponnds 1o 100 barrels of oil.

Amerviean vessels o present eratse o farther porth than tho sixiy-Aifth perallel, thongh the
Sepleh steam-whalers, that carry their blubber home fo be boiled out, frequently take their whiles
as far uorth s the seventy-fifth paraflel. The Amerjcan vesscls formerly went as far as Pond’s
Bay, in abeat latitnde 73° north.

A farther discussion of the wovements of the Scoteh whalers is givesn below under the head
of Foreign Whale Fisbery.

11 the seventeenth and eighteenth and first part of the nineteenlh centaries there were vory
profitable wlnling grounds for the bowhead in the virinity of Spitzberpen and off the east coast
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of Greenland, where extensive fisherics were carried on by the Buropean vations, These grounds
were notv visited by vessels of the United States until within the past thirty years, and then only
in & fow iustanees. The first Ameriean whaler sailing for Spitzbergen Sea was the ship Han-
nibal, Captain Royee, that left New Lendon May 21, 1855, and returned March 21, 1856, with
only twenty-eight barrels of whale oll, A second attempi was the vovage of the bark Tempest,
Captain Allyn, that lefl New Loudon Muay 21, 1857, Captain Allyn states that Le had under-
taken this voyage to the Spitzbergen vegions by the advice of Hon. Thomas W. Williamns, a
snecessful whuling ngeut, whoe furnished Titm with Seoresby’s journuls and information obtained
by correspondence with whaling agents in Scotland, setting forth the freqnent appearance of
whulex in the region of scean north of Lussia.  During the month of July these seas were cruised
over by the Tempest, bur, % althoungh we sought diligently for whales,” suys Captain Allyn,  onr
seurch was fotally unsuceesstal, and on the 9th of August we concluded to proceed to @ more
cougenial elimate”*  The vessel then croised down thronpgh the North and South Atlantic
Occans, round Cape of Good Hope, on to New Zealand, and fhience 1o the Okbotsk Sea, and
after cruising with moderate suceess for two or three seasons n (hese waters returned to New
London in 1861, In 1865 a third attempt was mnade Lo establish an American fishery in these
seas, this time at leelaud by tho bark Heindeer, of New Yeork, principally for sulphur-bottom
whales, The firsé year’s work was uusuccessful, and the second season resulted in such little
profit that the project was abandoned. These three vorages are the only ones, so far as known,
that have been made by American whaling vessels to the oceans east of Grecnland or north of
Europe.

The Russiang and Norweginns carry on profitable whale fisheries, mosily for the fin-baek, at
one or two points along the coasts of Norway and Finmark., Omne of these stations is on an island
in Varangar Tiord, opposite Wuadsa, iu Finmark., In recent years a few Norwegian vessels have
visited Spitzbergen in seareh of whales, as in the season of 1873, when six vessels, with fifty -saven
men, were frozen in the ice aut the islund, and seventeen of the men perished before assistance
reached them,

Pacrrro- Aroric GrRoUNDE. —The fleet of whaling vessels ervising north of 502 nortl latitude in
the waters between the Asiatie and the American coasts is ealled the North Pacifie fleet. 1t has
beon the most important braneh of the American right-whaling fleet since 1835, when the famouns
Kadiak ground, Lying betwoeen latitude 502 and 60° nortii, wus diseovercd,  Here were takev only
the right whale, but i 1543 the fleet pushed farther north, aud Degan eaptaring bowheads oun the
Kawchatka coust. In 1848 a whaling vessel entered the Arctic in pursuit of these lurge anhwals
and met with good success.  In 1839 there were only two vessels in the North Pacific flect.  From
thrat date to 1880 the total number of voyages made to these grounds by American vesscls was
4,300, and the total cateh of whale-oil (including oil of the right whale, bowhead, and walrus) was
3,004,207 Lurrels, or 60 per vent. of the total produetion of whale-oil Ly the Ameriean fleet in all
oceans duriny the same period.

The NXovth Pacitic right and bowhead whale fishary hus alwiays been peculiarly an American
enterprise, very few foreign vessels having participated in it.  The privcipal grounds were
discovered by Aiperican vessels between the years 1835 and 1848, The wost important whaling
grounds for the howhead in this region are the Okhotsk Sea and the Arctic Ocean, The former
is af presont of Jittle importance, but few vessels having visited it during the past five or ten
years, nearly all of the fleet preferring the hazardous, though profitable, whaling in the Arctic. The

“The Okt Bailor’s Story, by Gurdon L. Allvu, 1870, p. K0
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bays in the Bering Sea are visited by the fleet on its way Lo the Arctic, and large numbers of
whales are sometimes taken in these waters before the ice permits the vessels to pass through the
Strait.

The North Pacific whale fishers was ab its height in 1846, when 202 ships errised in the region
nortl of the fiftieth parallel, between the Asiatic and the American shores. In 1368 there werc
but 68 vessels in the fleet, of which number 41 were in the Arctic Ocean, 8 iu the Okbhotsk Sea,
and 19 on the Kadiak ground. In the season of 1830 the fleet wos redoced to 19 vessels, all of
which cruised in the Arctic and eaptured @ total of 203 whales,

“The principal herding places of the bowlheads in the Okhotsk,” says Scammon, “were at the
extremities of this great shect of water, the mosi northern being the Nortbeast Gulf {Gulf of
Ghijigha), the most southern Tchanter Bay.  The wlhales did not wnake their appearance in
Novrtheast Gulf so soon asin the bay. Whalers endeavored, as soon as possible, to get to the head
of Tehanter Bay, where they found the objeets of parsait in the intermediate water, between the
ice nod the shore, Jong before the main body of the congealed wass Was broken ap. and before the
ships could get between the ice and the shore, even at high tide, the boats being sent forward
weeks previons to the ships.  Soon after the ships” arrival the whales avoided their parsuers by
going under the main body of ice, situated in the middle of the bay. where they found breathing-
Loles among the floes.  The boats eruised abount the edge of the barrier, walchxing for them to
etuerge from their covert, which occasionally they did, when chase was bastantly given. Tre-
quently, in sailing aleng this ice-field, you conld Lear distinetly the soand of whales Dowing
among it, where no water was visibie at the point whence fhe sound came. The firgt of the season,
before the ice broke up and disappeared, when theve were vo whales abont, the question was
frequently usked, ¢ Where are the whales 1’ and as often anpswered,  They are in the jce’; and, * When
do you thiuk they will come out?? was answered by, {When the ive jeaves.? It has been established
ileyond question that this species pass from the Atlavtic to the Pacific, or rather, if we may he
allowed the expression, from the Atlantic Arctie to the Pacifie Arctic, by the north; amd, too, it
is equally certain that numerous air-holes always exist in the ice that covers the Archic waters,
even in the coldest latitudes, These firsures are caused by the rise and fall of the tides, and con-
traction and expansion of the ice. Storms acting npon the water huundreds of miles distant also
liave their influence in rending asunder the iey feiters of those frozen seax. I appears to os
not improbable that the bowhead has a feeding and breeding ground in & polar sea. And as
they have never heen seen during the winter months in any other quarter of the globe, except as
before mentioned, it wonld appear that they must remain among the rongh water and broken ice,
at the gouthern edge of the winter barrier, or migrate to some remote sea unknown to man.”*

The whaling vessels enter the Okhotsk as soon as the ice leaves, which is usnaily about the
last of May, though sometimes it is as late as July. Having anchored the vessel in a convenient
bay or inlet, the boats are sent out in search of the whales, and the animals, after being captured,
are sometimes towed ashore and cut up there, the Liubber being rafted off to the vessel. This
meode is made necessary from the fact that the boats may be absent several days or even weeks,
and be quite a distance from their vessel, The difficutties incident to whaling in the Okhotsk are
told by Captain Scammon in his history of the whale-fishery. The whales found here during
recent years have been muech smaller than those taken at the beginning of the fishery, when the
largest sometimes yielded 250 barrels of oil each, and the smallest about 80 barrels. The cow
whales gave the most oil, averaging about 130 barrels, and the buils about 90 barrels, the yield of
bone being about 1,500 pounds to 100 barrels of oil.  The season closes in the Okhotsk about the

* Reagymny : Marine Mammalia, p, 5%,
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latter part of October, thougl: vessels sometimes continue cruising thronghout Novewber at. great
risk from the ice, and they have oecasionaliy wintered in the ice in order to take advantage of the
late and carly seasons,

Ships that cruise in tue Arctie Ovean generally arrive in the Kamchatks and the Apadyr
Seas about the beginning of May, and continue ernising south of Bering Strait untit the ice per-
mits them to pass througb the Strait into the Arctic, which is usually about the first of June.
Before entering the Strait a cousiderable uumber of whales are sometimes iaken in the bays and
gulfs along the Siberian eoast and about St. Lawrence Tstand.  Capsain Barnes, in the bark Sea
Breeze, of Xew Bedford, in the season of 1877, pussed the Aleutian chain on May 4, aud tbree
days after came up to the iee in latitode 560 30¢ north.  Until May 23 the icé was skirted toward
the westwanl, and frequent iueffectual attempts were made to penetrate it.  Land was sighted on
the 24th, 250 miles west-southwest from Qape Navarin, and on that day the jce was enfered. On
Jurne 18, whales were seen off Cape Chaplin,  The whales usually pass through the Strait aboot
the beginning of Juue, and are followed up by the vessels that cruise along the western side of the
Aretie doring the firss part of the season, while waiting for the ice to open ko that they may puss
to the eastward to Point Barrow. Tlhis time of waiting usaally lasts from the middle of June til
the 1st of August, and is called the “sunnner seagon” or *“between seasons.” It is speut pring-
pally v capturing walrus which berd on the ice floes in iinmense numbers in the vicinity of Cape
Serdze-ICamen.  Daring specinlly favorable © summer seasons,” as that of 1830, wany whales are
taken, aud little tine is spent in walvosing, bat these weeks are usnally quiet ones with the fleet,
the killing of walrus being considered o pustime by the whalemen,

As soon as the we will permit, at the beginning of August, the fleet follows ap through the
openings, eaphiring whales wherever they can be found. Most of the vessels reach Polut Barrow
by the widdle of Augusy, and begin to push farther to the eastward, creeping along the edge of
the ice or entering the openings in search of their prey. Some of the vessels in the seaxon of 1877
went as far east 2 Return Reef, and early in September they had all returned to Point Burrow.
From this time until the ice begins to close up the fleet cruises back and fo rth westward of Point
Barrow, veaching some seasous as ligh as the seventy-second parallel, which is about the most
norihern eraising ground in the Arctiv.  The period from the middle of Avgust until about October
1, when the fleet leaves the ocean, is the real Arcrie season, and an exciting one it is.

Ships quite often anchor along the shores in thick weather, ax also to  cut in” the whales, or
to ey out? the oil. Most of (he ships leave the sea uhont the 1st of Oetober, though sometitnes
they stay later, at the risk of being caught in the new ice.  * The general Dbreaking up of the jce in
this region,” says Captain Hoeper, & commences in May or June in the vicinity of Buering Strair,
and continnes until the first part of Septewmber, after whicl: time new ice beging fo form, altlhough
the sewmis not entirely closed for some weeks later, The heavy gales keep the larger floes in motion,
and prevent them from uniting in one mass.  After October 1 the water is so chilled that a general
closiug up of the sea is likely to oceur at auy time. Formerly the whaleships dit not remain in
the Arvctic later than the middle of Sepiember, but as whales grew scarce they prolonged their
stay cach year, until last year (1579) they did not leave uutil after the middle of October. This
resulted in the loss of three vessels and two entire crews; n fourth vessel, the bark Helen Mar,
Captain Bauldry, barely escaped, bringing with her the ¢crew of the bark Mercury, one of the lost
vessels. Her eseape was effected by earrying all sail with a strong, fair wind, and forcing a passage
through the new iee, which was so thick that at times her headway was entirely lost until a strong
puft of wind starsed lier again. In this way the vessel worked on a few miles each day, reaching
?_aring Strait about the 1st of November,"*

* Corwin’s Cruise, 1880.
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(4) BUMPBACK WHALL GROUNDS.

GROGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION oF HUMPBACK WHaLus.—Hompback whales (Megaptera)
are fouud within the paraliels of 602 north and 702 gouth latitude. Tlhey are seldom seen far
from land, bot are generally canght in mild elimates, within certain bays and along coasts where
the water is shaliow,

The most noted places for taking them in the Atlantie Ocean are in the vicinity of the Island
of Trinidad and in the Guif of Para, from 10° to 11° north latitade, and §1° to 63° west longitude,
also aronnd Cape Verde Islands during the winter months, and on the coast of Afriea from 39
north to 70 south latitude from Juno to October.

% Some of the Provincetown whalers,” says Captain Atwood, * prosecute both the humpback
and the sperm whale fishery., They sail from port about the middle or last of January and go
direcs to the West Indies, where they whale near the shores of these islands for humpbacks.
Their whaling-ground for this speeies is from Tobago, latitude 11° 20/ north, longitnde 60 37/
west, thenee northward around the shores of the islands as far as the 1sland of Muariegulante, in
latitude 15° 52 north, lougitude 61° 18 west. These vessels stop there until the latter part of
April or early in May, when they leave for the Western, Charleston, or Hatleras grounds in por-
auit of sperm whales, and usaally return home i September. Amother fuvorite ground is around
the Cape Verde Islands, where these vessels criise near the shore for the humpback during
the winter months and then go north to the sperm whale grounds?”

In 1879 humpback whales were abandant on the eoast of Maine. Omne of the most suecessful
whalers ont of Provineetown that season was the Brilliant, an old pink-stern schooner of 17 tons,
which hunied this species off Deer Tsle, Maine. Up to October 1 she had taken four whales, yield-
ing one hundred and fifty-five barrels. The Brilliant carried bot ene whale-hoat, and tried out the
oil on sliore, towing in the whales as they were killed. Capt. J. W, Qoliins reports that on May
17, 1877, when in latitude 44° 16’ north, longitude 53° 59 west, he noticed an unuspal number
of whales and porpoises. “There were more humpback whales than I had even before gseen in
that locality ; appeared to be entirely fearless of the vessel; played around her all day, sometimes
coming up alongeide within 15 or 20 feet, their heads ont of water 10 or 12 feet. At other times
they would lie on top of the water and lash it into snowy foam with their long, flexible fins.”

In the Pacifie Ovear humpbacks are taken all along the coast of Ecuador and Colombia, from
Guayaquil to the Bay of Panama and on reefs around the islands of the Friendly Group, also
occasionally around the New Hebrides and the Fiji Group. They are also found in eonsiderable
abundance around the Rosemary Iglands, on the northwest coast of Australia, and areund Bramp-
ton Shoals. Tle best grounds on the South American coast are in the Gulf of Guayaquil, which
ties in about fatitude 3° south, and from here along the shore to the north as far as 3° north lati.
tude, off the villages of Tacarces and Esmaraldas, in icnador. Ships occasionally anchor and send
out their boat for the whales, thit muast as a rule bekilled in shoal water, ag most of them sink and
must be hauled up. The season for whaling on this coast i from February to August, beginning
at Esimaraldas in Febraary, and working along sonth until, in June, the whales appear at the Gulf
of Guayaquil, and continoe until August. The season on the Australian cosst and aronnd the
Western Pacilic group of islands beging abont the 1st of June and continnes info November and
December.

Humpback whales are taken along the coast of Califernia at the shore-whaling atations,
especially at Monterey Bay. They are alsc seen 2nd eaptured at Magdalens and Balenas Bays.
In many bays and around islands in the Alaskan territory and the Alentian Islands they ara
taken by the Indians and the Eskimes.
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Captain Scammon records the following observations on this species of whale: « in the years
1852 and 1833 large numbers of humpbacks resorted to the Gulf of Guayaquil, coast of Peru, to
cilve, and the height of the season was daring the mouths of July and Aogust. The same may
be said of the gulfs and bays situated near the corresponding latitudes north of the equator; still,
instances are not infrequnent when cows ail their calves have been seen at all other seasons of
the year about the same coast. In the Bay of Valle de Banderas, coust of Mexieo (latitude 200
307, in the moath of December, we saw numbers of humpbacks, with calves but a few days old.
In May, 1855, at Magdalena Bay, coast of Lower California {about latitude 24° 30/}, we fonnd
them in like nnmbers, some with very large calves, while others were very small.  The season st
Tongataboo (oue of the Friendly Islands, latitude 210 south, longitude 1740 west), according to
Captain Beckerman, includes Aungnst and September. Here the females were nsually large,
yielding an average of 40 barrels of oil, including the entrail fat, which amounted to about G
barrels. The largest whale taken at this point during the season of 1871 produced 73 barrels,
and she was adjudged to be 75 feet in length *

In the year 1372 humpback whaling was successfully prosecuted at Panama Bay; Harper’s
and Tonga Islands; Chesterfield Shoals; coast of Africs; West Ifldies; Crozet and Desolation
Islands. The last two islands have been visited more especially for the capture of right whales
and sea elephants, thongh humpback whales were takeu here and in other parts of the Indian

Qcean.
(¢} FINBACK, SULPHUR-BOTT0OM, AND OTHER WHALING GROUNDS.

SULPHUR-BOTTOM WHALES.—~The finback and the stlphar-bettom whales are found in most
parts of the different oceans and in some places are very numercus. The sulphur-bottom is the
largest whale known, varying from 60 to 100 feet or more. It is, like the finback, exceedingly
swift in its movements, and can be captured only by the whaling roeket or the bomb.gun.  Captain
Seabury states that “they sometimes follow the vease] for miles,” There can hardly be said to be
‘any special groonds where the sutphor-bottom is ecaptured, comparatively few having ever been
taken, On the coeast of Californis the shore-whalemen have taken & few, and several were taken
some years since by theo schooner Page, of San Franciseo, off the port of San Quentin, Lower Cali-
fornin, An attemipt was made about 1865 $o estallish a fishery for this species at Ieeland., “Two
or three small screw steamers,” says Captain Seabury, ¢ were sent tliere from England to whale in the
bays, using for the capture a whale-gun and o large line to go through the bottom of the boat,
They were quite successful in taking the whale, and followed up the business for two or three years,
but the expense being greater than the income, it was abandoned, Beyond those taken by this
sxpedition off Iceland, there have been but fow suiphur-bottoms cuptered.”

FINDACK WHALES.—This whale is taken priucipally by shore-whalenen, veasels preferring
more profitable game, ag the finback has but Httle blabber, no valuable bone, and withal is very
difficult to capture. They arve taken by the California boat-whalers, and for two years past have
heen captured in considerable number along the coast of New Bagland, especially at Provincetown,
whers forty-eight were secured in the spring of 1880, The shore-whaling stations on the coasts of
Norway and Finmark are for the oapture of this species.

GRAY WHALE or DEvIL.FisE.—The (California gray whale, also called “devil-fish” and
“mussel-digger,” is found principally ou the coast of California, in the bays and gulfs and along
the shores, in shoal water. The most noted places are Magdalena Bay, in about latitude 25° north,
and Scammon’a Lagdon, iz shout latitude 30° morth. They are also found asd taken in the

*Marine Mammalia, p. 43.
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Okhotsk Sea und the Aretic Ocean. They are not large, and yield ou an average only abouot 30
barrels of a reddish oil. They are said to be the most dangerous to capture of all whales. The
bomb-lance or the whaling rocket is generally nsed in the chase. On the Californian coast the
best season for the capture of this speeies is from Novewber to April or May, after which time
they move north. They appear in Qetober and November off the coast of Qregon on their return
south, This whale is known ouly in northern latitudes, and is not fouud in the Atlautic Ocean.
No great namber has ever been taken, Captain Seammon, in 1872, estimated that the wlhole
number captured or destroyed sinee 1346, when bay-whaling eominenced, would not exceed 16,300,

DISTRIBUTION OF BLACKPISH AND PoRPOISE.—There are severul olher species of cetace:,
us the blackfish and the porpoise, that are widely distributed over the oceans, and are often taken
by whaling vessels, though they are not special objects of pursunit. Those fisheries for these
speeies are discussed in the bext chapter. The white whale or beluga is found principally in the
icy waters of the norgh, and several hundred of thew are annually taken by the natives of the
eanutries bordering those seas, ad also by the Scotch whuling vessels visiting Davis Strait.  These
vessels in 1877 took 935 white whales, and in I876G they captared T00.  Aceording to Scammon
large nomnbers are captured by thie natives of Alaska and of Lustern Siberia, where they ascend
the rivers for several hundred miles. They are taken in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and also by
the Norwegians at Spitzbergen. Nordenskiold* states tbat in 1871 vessels from Tromsoe wlone
caught 2,167 of this species in nets. Their value was estimated at about $15 euch. Both the
blubber, hide, and earcass are utilized, the latter by the gunano factories in Norway. They are
also taken in nets by the Russians and Samoveds at Chabarova.

ROUTES TO GROUNDE; SUGPPLY STATIONS.

ROUTES TO WHALING GROUNDR,—Vessels cugaged in the Atlantic Ocean fishery are of two
classes, those of smll size on short cruises and those of large eapacity that make longer voyages.
The former cruise privcipally in the North Atlantic, aod ure always on the alert for whales, work-
ing on all the grounds in this ocean, bat especinlly those near the Azores or on Lhe Hafteras
ground. They usaally leave home in the spring and return in the fall, proceeding first te the wors
southern and working toward (he more northern fields. Some of these small vessels, however,
remain out for a year or even more, spending the winter months on the tropical grounds auvd often
eruaising in the South Atlantic, where they obtain a quantiiy of oil to be transshipped from St.
Helena to the United States. They will work toward howmne, stopping in the principal equatorial
and northern grounds. The scemul or lurger class of vessels are gone from bome for from two to
three years, often craising on all the grounds in both the North aud the South Atflantic, They
usually go first to the Western Lslands and from there work south or north as the abundance or
the scarcity of whales on the different gronnds may suggrest. They frequently resort to ports at
the Azores or Cape Verde Lslands, in the north Atlantie, and St. Helena, in the Sonth Atlantic,

The Hudson Bay or Davis Strait fleet is composed of vessels of all sizes, They make voyages
lagting from eight months to one or two years. Mauny of them have been accustomed to leave
home in the spring and to procecd at once to the Strails in time 1o enter ihe bays and gulfs at the
breaking up of the ice. They spend the sutnmer in searcl of whales, and muy return home in the
carly fall, or remain to winter in the ice in order to take advantage of the early movement of
whales in spring. There areno refitting ports to which they ean resort, 8o that if the vessel be of

* Yoyage of the Vega, vol. i
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The Paeific-Arctic fleet is accustomed to winter in San Francisco or at the Sandwich Isl-
ands, and npen the epening of spring to proceed ar enec to the north, there awaiting the open-
ing of the ice to go through the Strait, They return 1o winter guarters in the late fall and trans.
sbip their catches by rail or vessel o New Dedford. Vessels sailing from New Bedford for the
Arctic leave home in the fall, in order to pass Cape Iorn during the summer season. These
vessels seldom stop on the varions grounds in their pathway, but will not refuse a good chanee to
take a whale wherever they may he, Tlhey are frequently absent irom bome for several yeurs,
making annral croises north from their refitting station.

Ships and barks that eruised in the Pacifie Ocean in former years made their voyages in from
thirty to forty-eight months, or an average of about forty months. At the present time such a
vessel shipping products home seldom makes a voyage in less than three years, and sometimes
they are gone five years. The usuul course of spevin and right whale ships when sailing in the
spring or sumner is to look the ground over as far as the Western Islands, touch there and pet
recraits and ship oil, it they have any ; thew run down and sight the Cape Verde, and sometimes
toueh there for refreshments and ship men if needed, which is gnite often done at the Azores or
Weslern Islands. They then cross the equator in from 24© to 81¢ west longitude, and, if bound
ronnd Cape Horn, run along within a few degrees of the east coast of SBouth Ameriea, generally to
the west of the Falkland Islamds, and, passing through the Straits of Le Maire or to the east of
Siaten Land, steer for Cape Horn, keeping as near to the cape as pussilal-e, to avoid the strong
westerly gales and easterly current that is asuslly fonnd off shore. After gefting around the
Horn each ship steers for its chosen grouwixl. Iv coming howe they take a more eusterly course,
after getting into the Atlantic (eean, than the passage cut, so as to strike the southeast trade
wind in about longitade 252 or 30 west; then make a direet track for home.

If bound around the East Cape or Cape of Good Hope, afier erossing the equator they keep
by the wind in going through the southeast trades, and when in latitude 280 to 300 south, steer
to the sastward and double the cape. 1F bound to New Zealaud, they keep in the variable wind
to the sounth of latitude 300 south, and pass around Van Diemaw’s Laund. If bound into the
Indian Qcean, after passing the cape they steer for their several grounds. If mailing late in the
season, and bound direct for the Pacific or Indian Ocean, ships keep the sume course, except that
they go more to the south and aveid the Western Islands.

BUPPLY STATIONS—The principal places in the Xorth Atlantic visibed by whaling vessels
for sapplies or for transshipment of oil are the Barbadoes, Bermuda Islands, Fayal at ibhe Azores,
and Port Praya at Cape Verde Islands. In the South Asglantic the most ireportant places are
Pernambueo, Rio de Janeire, 8t, Catherine, sod Montevideo, on the easr coast of South America,
On the African ecoast are St. Ilelena, Ambrozet, and Cape Town.

In the Indian Ocean, Mauritius, on the Isle de France,is about the only port whepee oil is
transshipped and about the only plice for repairs, though there are other places, as Zapzibar,
Seychelle Islands, Singapore, and some of the East India islands, that are visited by the vessels.
On the west eoast of New Holland, Shark’s Bay, Geographe Bay, and King George’s Sound;
also, Hobart Town, on Van Dieman's Land, and Sydney, on the east coast of Anstralia, are supply
stations for vessels cruising on adjacent grounds.

The principal places visited by whalemer in the South Pacific are Monganui and Bay of
Islands, on the east coast of New Zealand, Feejee and Navigator's Island, Papeta, on the island of
Ot”*h“itﬁ’ and Neokaheva, one of the Marguesas Islands; and on the west coast of Sonth America
the ports of 8an Carlos, Talecahnano, Valparaiso, Callao, Payta, and Tumbez. Only two ports are
mueh used for transshipping oil; these are Talcahuanoe, in Ohili, and Bay of Islands, in New
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Zealand. These, with Payta and Tumbez, in Porn, are the prineipal ports visited by ships. The
Galapagos Islands bave some good harbors and are occasionally resorted to for the land turties
or terrapin that are abundant there. On some islands wood ean be obtained, and on the sonih
side of Chatham Island good water can be got with safety from November to May.

In the North Pacifie the prinecipal ports visited for the transshipment of oil are San Fran-
cisco, Panama, Hila, and Honolulu. Tacames, in Berador, Acapuleo, on the west coast of Mexico,
Yokohama, Hakadadi, Guam, one of the Ladrone Islands, Hong-Kong, and Manila have all been
visiting stations. There are also many other places oveasionally visited by the whaling fleet. For
the convenience of the Arctic fleet a supply vessel is sent from Ban Francisco to meet the vessels
at Bering Strait or in the Arctic and receive what oil they may wish to send home and supply
them with fresh provisions.

3. EARLY HISTORY OF BOAT-WIHALING IN NEW ENGLAND.

COABRT OF MAINE.

We find no records to indicate that shore-whaling was ever extensively practiced on the
ccast of Maine, though drift whales may bave been frequently cast ashore and ecared for by the
shoremen. The following item, given by Hubbard in his history of New England, shows that
the people of Maine, in early fimes, were not versed in the handling of whales: “ In 1668 a sperm
whale fifty-five feef long was taken at Wipier Harbor, near Caseo Bay. The lke hath happened
in other places of the country, where, for want of skill to improve it, much gain hath slipped out
of the hands of the finders.”

MASSAOHUSETTS NORTH OF CAFPE COD.

There is little in the early records to show what interest the people of Massachuosetts, north
of Cape Cod, had in shore whaling. It is probable that at S8alem and vicinity this business wag
carried on in a small way during the eighteenth century. Mr. John Higginson, in 1700, writes
that at Balem, * we have a3 considerable guantity of whale oil and bone for exportfation”™ He
writes again in 1706 to s friend in Ipswick as if’ he were concerned with others in boat whaling,
Drift whales were frequently found, and claimants uetified to prove their rights before courts of
adwmiralty in aceordance with the laws of the colony, Boston papers of Decernber 12,1707, mention
the capture by boats of a 40-foot whale near Noddle’s Island, It is therefore inferred that whale
bosts and implements for capture were kept in readiness in the vicinity of Boston,

It is probable that, ag in recent years, drift whales were taken at Cape Ann and other points
farther north along the coast of Massachusetts, though we find no record to show a definite
basiness done in boat whaling at places north of Cape Cod.

BOAT WHALING AT CAPE COD.

Starbuck has called attention to the fact that the abundance of whales was one of the main
arguments for the early settlement of Cape Cod by the English, and has quoted some interesting
accounts of the manner in which the aborigines hunted the whale two centuries and a hslf ago.
In Bichard Mather’s Journal of his voyage to Massachusetts, in 1635, he records seeing on the end
of the Bank of Newfoundland near to New England “ mighty fishes rolling and tumbling in the
waters, twice as long and as big as an ox ” and “ mighty whalaﬂ, spewmg up wnter in the air, like

*Frir: Annals of Salem I, p. 225
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the smoke of a chimney, and making the sea abont them white and hoary, as is said in Job, of
such incredible bigness that ! will never wonder that the body of Jonas could he in the belly of a
whale,”

As early as 1661, Bandwich, Barnatable, Yarmoath, and Eastliam wers included in a proposition
regarding the distribation of drift whales, submitted by the general conrt of Plymouth Colony,*
and fa 1680, the people of Nantucket, finding that the people of Cape Cod had wade greater profi-
ciency in the art of catching whales than themselves, gent thither for an instruetor.

The Cape Cod whale fishery in the seventeenth century, and perhaps later, was prosecuted no
doubt nearly exclusively from the shore, as was also done in Nantucket, and as to the preaent day
the sperm-whale fiskery is carried on about the Bermudas. A lookouat was kept by watchmen on
the shore, who gave signals when a whale appeared and indicated his movements from their fofty
stations, One of these stations was on Great Island, at the mouth of Wellfleet Harbor, where, tra-
dition says, there were at one time ten or twelve houses and the first tavern built in Wellfleet,
‘Wellfleet was then ineluded in the town of Eastham, and it was doabtless by the people of this
settlement that the petition was presented in 1706, which states,  all or most of us are concerned in
fitting out Boats to Cateh and take Whales when ye season of ye year Serves; and whereas when we
have taken any whale or whales, our Custom is to Cutt them up abnd {o take away ve fatt and ve
Bone of anch Whules as are brought in and afterwards to let ye Rest ~f ye Boddy of ye Lean of
whales Lye on shoar in lowe water to be washt away by ye sca, being of noe vallue nor worth any
Thing to ns,” an¢ begs that Thomas Houghton or his assigns be permitted to take away this waste,}

Another of these stations was in what is now the town of Dennis, and is the present aite of
the hotel ealled the * Bay Honse” This tract was the joint property of Dennis and Yarmouth,
and was reserved until March, 1877, when it was sold by the mataal vote of the two towns-at the
yearly town meeting.

Starbock relates that in 1724 and 1726, in the prosecution of the wars between the Indians
and the colonists, some of the friendly Indians from the county of Barnstable were enlisted with
the express understanding that that they were to be discharged in thne to take part in the fall
and winter whale fishery. §

This would indicate that the boat fishery was still as that time profitable and actlvely prose-
cuted.

In 1737, a paragraph in the Boston News Letter stated, a dozen whaling vessels were fitting in
Provincetown, for Davis Strait, and that so many people were going that not over a dozen or
fourteen men would be left. Bastham also had a vessel in Davis Strait this year, and the Davis
Strait fleet from Massachusetts alone is estimated by Starbuck to have consisted of from fifty to
gixty vessels. Four years later Barnstalble had at least one whaling vessel which was captured
by the 8panish, and in 1770 this port stiil had two whalers in the Arctic.

The size of the Arctic fleet of Massachusetts in 1737 wonld indicate that the shore-fishery was
falling off in importance. Indeed a statement to this effect occurs in Felt’s Annals of Salem,
under date of 1748, where it is said, * whales formerly for many succeasive years set in alongshore
by Cape Cod. There was good whaling in boats * * * . After some years they left this
ground sand passed farther off mpon the banks at some distance from the shore. The whalers
then used sloops with whale-boats aboard, and this fishery turned to good scconnt. At present
the whales take their course in deep water, whereupon a peace our whalers design to follow
them 1

*8TARBUCK ! in Rep. U. 8. Fish. Com., Part IV, 1875-'76, p. 7. t STARBTCK: Lo, Pp. 17,
tMm Col. M#8. maritime, IV, pp, 72-73, qnoted by Smrhnok L e, p. 80, §Lo,p M. § Sranpvek: L e, p. 33
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This eorresponds also with statements gathered by Starbuek from varions sonrces io the
effect. that the vears 1737, 1738, aud 1739 were very unfortunate ones for the people of Province-
town, Sandwicl, and adjacent ports, iusomuch that some of the inhabitants took into serious
consideration a change of residence.

The people of Yarmouth preserve a tradition that the early whale fishery of that region had
for its ohject the capture of bumpbacks and right whales.  As has Deen snggested, the number
of humphacks taken must have been very considerable, yet tho right whales must also have been
plenty in early days.

The Plymontl colonists, according to Thacher,* were inelined at tirst to settle on Cape Cod,
because large whales of the best kind for ¢il und bone came daily alongside, and played about
the skip, while the master (presnwmably of the “Mayflower”™) and his mate, and others experienced
in fishing, preferred it to ihe Greewland fshery.  Ju February, 1738, the Yarmouth whalemen had
killed but one large whale dnring the season; the houe of that being from 8 to 9 feet long. This
was of course a right whale, and the thing in the ocenrrence remarkable to the recorder was that
a great many more had not been tuken the same winter.  fn March, 1736, the boats of Province
town took a large whale whiell produeed 100 Larrels of oil. Humpbacks rarely yield more
than 50 barrels, and probably would not have Deen classed among the numerouns large whales”
taken in those years.  Another argument in favor of the supposed carly abundance of the right
whale in these waters, was that upon their heconming searce, a large fleet was forthwith dispatched
to Davis’ Straits, where noue but whalehone whales occur.  The spern-whale fishing of Cape Cod
wag pot ieangurated until about 1826, or at least not in a permanent way, though Starbuck gives
mne vessels from “Cape Cod” in 1789, eight of whieh cruised in the “Straits of Belleisle,” six of
which obtained about 50 barrels each of sperin oil, the other two abont 80 barrels each.

In the early records of ihe Plymontl: and Massachusetts Bay Colonies are numerous orders
relating te drifs whales, wmoeng which we find the fellowing : “ At a session of ihe general court,
the first of the Sth mouth, 16457 it was ordered ax oune of the daties of the Anditor-General,
“ that he shall take notice and looke aft™ wafes, strayes, goods lost, shipwrecks, whales, &e., or
any such things of y* like nature, wr y° pticuler owner is not knowne ; and y® eonntry may elaime
a priviledge in or comon right unte* July 4, 1636, it was “ ordered by the court that wheras
the conntrey hath receined great dammage by o defect iv the order about the barrell of oyle dae for
enery whale teken oun drift or cast on shore as is expressed in the said order by leakguage of
Caske or otherwise; the court hane ordered that for the foture all such oyle as shalbee dne and
Payable as atorsaid shalbee delluered att Boston, viz, a full barrell of marchantable oyle for euery
whale and the fraight therof discharged by those that deliner it, the said oyle to bee delinered att
Boston 10 suek as the Treasurer ghall appoint from yeare to year and a receipt taken from such
as to whome it is delinered shulbee a discharge to these that deliver it.”§ In 1661 it was
tenagted by the Court and the Agthoritic therof that whosoener taketh any whale on drift att
sea without these bounds and limites alreddy sett and bring them on shore hee shall have the ona
halfe and the Conntrey the other Lalfe; and the Countrey to allow Caske for theirs pte of the oyle.
That whesoeuer shadl find any whale on shore on the Cape or elsewhere that is out of any Townese
bounds and is cu the Countreyes bounds or limittes shall allow the Countrey two hogsheads of oyle
cleare and payed to the Couutrey.”§

On the 34 of June, 1662, it was resolved that ‘““wheras there hath bine mueh controversye
m,c.anoned for want of a fall and cleare settlement of matter relatemg into sueh whales as by Gods

”Quoted by Starhm k Lo, p 5 iP _ymouth Colony Records, X1, p, 203.
t Rooords of Massachusetts, II, p. 143. $ Ihid., X1. p. 66,
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providence doe fall into any pte of this Jurisdiction. This Court doth therfore order for the pre-
vention of any discontent or controversy for the future and for a finall Tssue and settlement soe
farr as in the Gonrt lyeth about the same ; that for all sneh whales ag by Gods providence shalbee
cast om shore on any pte of this gou went or shwlbee by any ¢t vp att sea and brooghi on shore in
the Gou'ment; there shalbee for every such flishh one full hogshewd of Marehantable oyle payed
into the Conntrey delivered atf Boston by such townes or psois as are luterested in the lauds where
they fall or shall soe entt vpany filsh atr sea; and inease that any fiish bee soe considerably torne
or wasted that o full quarrer pie bee gone; then to pay bhut halfe o hogshead and for such Incon-
slderable peeces of fiish as urc lesse then halie they sbkall pay nething ; and for the resedew of such
fhist or e produace of them @s remuines the Countreyes ple bemng discharged, It shalbee freely
att the dispose of suel Towues where it falls o for the Beoifeti of such as Cutt them vp; if taken
on drift without such bounds as Iuive bine formerly seti: the same Delng suli continewed ™

On the 4th of November, 1690, it wus

“ Ordered, that for the prevention of contests and snits by whale killers t—

“1. This Court doth order, that all whales killed or wounded by avy man & left at sea, &
whale killers that killed or wounded s whale sbull presently repaire to sowe prudeut person

whome the Court shall appoint, and there give in the woumls of &% whale, the time & place
when & where killed or wounded ; and »* person so appoiuted shall presently comitt it te record,
and his record shall be allowed good testimony in law,

i, That all whales hrought or east on shore Bhafl be viewed by the persons so appointed, or
his deputy, before they are cut or any way defuced after come or brought ou ghore, and s? viewer
shall take a particudar reeord of the wounds of &* whale, & time & place where & wheu brought
on shore; & his record shall be good testimony in law, and s viewer shall take care for securing
82 fish for the owner.

¢ 3. Thal whatever person or persons shall ent up or deface any whale fish, by entting, stab-
bing, or launcing, after come ov shore or at sea, if a dritt, unless of neecessity to towe it to shore,
before it hath been viewed by the person appointed thereto, and a record taken by him, shall lose
their right to s3 fish, & pay a fine of ter pounds to the county. And af viewers shull seize st
fish for the owners use, on the effcets thereof, and s* viewer shall have power to make a depaty or
deputies under his hand, and to have six ghillings for {each] whale &0 viewed & recorded of the
owners thereof.

‘4, That whosoever find, takes, or cuts up any drift whale found on the stream, a mile from
the shore, not appearing to be killed by any man, shall be thet firet sieze and secnre them, paying
an hogshesd of oyle to y* county for every such whale”

MARTHA'S VINEYARD.

The inhabitants of this island were early engaged in boat whaling. Acecording to Starbuck
the earliest mention of whales at this place occurs in November, 1652, when Thomas Daggett and
William Weeks were appointed ‘ whale cutters for this year” In the following April it was

" ¥ Ordered.by the town that the whale in fo be cut out freely, four men at one time, and four at
another, and so every whale, beginning at the east end of the town.” Im 1690 Mr. Sarsen and
William Vinson were appointed by ‘ the proprietors of the whale” to overses the cutting and
sharing of all whales cast on shore within the bounds of Edgartown, *they to have as much for
their care as one eutter.”

* Ply. Co}, Ree. . xi, p. 134, tIkid., i, p. 2.
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“In 1692, says Starbuck, “ came the inevitable dispute of proprietorship. A whale was cast
on shore at Edgartown by the proprietors, ¢ seized by Benjamin Swmith and Mr. Joseph Norton in
their behalf, which was also claimed by ¢ Jobn Steel, harpooner, on a whale design, as being killed
by him? It was settled by placing the whale in the eustody of Richard Sarsou,esq., and Mr.
Benjamin Smith, as agents of the proprictors, to save by trying out and securing the eil; tand
that no distribution Le made of the said whale, or effects, till after fifteen days are expired after
the date hereof, that so such persons who may preterd an interest or claim, in the whule, may
make their challenge; and in case sucl ehallenze appear sufficient to thew, then they may deliver
the said whale or o¥] to the ehallenger; otherwise to glve notice to The proprierors, who muy 4o as
the matter may require, By the inbabitents of Muarcha’s Vineyard, in 170225, there appear fo
have heen several whales killed,  The following entry occurs under that date in the court records:
¢ The marks of the whales killed by John Butler and Thowras Lothrop. One whale lanced near or
over {he shouldvr blade, near the left shonlder blade only; another killed with an iron forward
in the left side, marked W; and upon the right side marked with a pocket-knife T. L.; and the
other had an iron kole over the right shoulder blade, with two lance holes in the same side, one in
the belly. Thess whales were all killed about the widdle of February last past; all great whaules,
betwixt 6 and T and 8.foot bone, which are all gone from ms, A true aceount given by John
Butler from us, and recorded Per me, Thomas Trapp, clerk.’”

KANTUCEREL.

The bistory of shore-whaling at Nantucket begins with the occupancy of that island by Earo-
peans, about the year 1640, although prior to that time the Indians were doubtless acenstomed to
oceasionally capture a whale, “The very earliest account of a capture,” says Mr, C. B. Raleigh,
“was jn the year 1608, when a party of Indians killed a humpback whale which got stranded eon
a part of Nauntucket, called Caion, i the inner harbor® “#The first whaling expedition,” says
Macy, “was undertaken by some of the original purchasers of the island; the cirenmstances of
which are handed down by tradition, and sre as follows: A whale, of the kind called ‘scragg,’
came into the harbor and conlinned there three days. This excited the euriosity of the peopls,
and Jed them te devise measures to provent his return out of the harbor. They accordingty
invented and cansed to be wrought for them a harpoon, with which they attacked avnd killed the
whale. This first success encouraged them to undertake whaling 2z a permanent business; whales
being at that time nwerons in the vieinity of the shores?*®

The islanders were anxious to enguge in the whaling indostry and, according to Starbuek,t
recorded a memorandum of a proposed agreement with one James Loper, in which it is said that
the said Jamwes “doth Ingageto carvey on a Desighe of Whale Catching on the Island of Nan.
tucket that is tosay James Ingages to be a third in il Bespects, and som of the Town Ingages
also fo carrey on the other two thirds with bim in like manner-.the town doth also consent ithat
first one company shall begin, and afterwards the rest of the frecholders or any of them have
Liberty to sat up another Company provided they wuke a tender to those freeholders that have
no share in the first company and if any refuse the rest way go on themselves, and the town doih -
engage that no other Company shall be allowed hereafter; also, whoever kill any whales, of the
Company or Companies aforesaid, they are to pay to the Town for every such whale five shillings
and for the Incoragement of the said James Loper the Town doth graut him ten acres of Land in
sume Uonvenant place that he may chuse in {Wood Land Except) and also liberty for the com-
monage of three cows and Twenty sheep and one horse with necessary wood and water for his
e T . T TR 6 ik Do IO,

“Macy: Hist. Nantucket, p. 28
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nse, o0 Conditions that he follow the trade of whalling on this Island (wo years in all seasons
thereof beginning the first of March next Insuing; also he is to build npon his Land and when
he leaves Inkabiting upen this Island then he is first to offer bis Land to the Town at a valnable
price and if the Town do not bay it le may sell it to whom hoe please; the commonage is granted
only for the time of his staying here” “At the same meeting,” continues Starbuek, ¢ John Sav-
idge had a grant made to bim, upon condition that he took up his residence on the island for the
space of thiree years, and also that he should ‘follow his trade of a cooper upon the island, as the
Town or whale Cowmpany have need to employ him.? Loper beyond a doubt never improved this
opportanity offered him of immortalizing h‘imself, but Savidge did, and a perverse world has,
against his owu will, handed down to posterity the name of Loper, who did not come, wiile it has
rather ignored that of Savidge, who did remove to that island.”

Iz the mean time the people of Cape Cod were becoming more proficient in wlialing than those
of Nantucket, so that the latter sent to the cape in 1690, and “vmploved a man by the name of
Iehabod Puddock to instruet them in the manmer of killing whales and extraeting their oil?#*
From small beginnings the industry inereased, and reached its greatest prosperity in 1726, when,
says Maey, eighty-six were taken, “a greater number than was obrtaized in any one year, either
before or since that date. The greatest number ever killed and brought to the shore in one day
was eleven.” Shore whaling at this period was the principal employment of the istanders. “The
Indians even manifested a disposition for fishing of every kind, readily joined with the whites in
this new pursult, and willingly submitted to any station assigned them. By their assistance, the
whites were enabled to it out and man a far greater number of boats than they could have done
of themselves. Nearly every boat was manned in part, many almost entirely, by natives; somoe
of the most active of them were made steersmen, and some were aliowed even to head the boats;
thus encouraged, they soon became experienced whalemen, and capable of conduefing any part
of the business.”

The following incident illnstrates their bravery when in danger:

“ It happened once, when there were about thirty beats about six miles from shore, that
the wind came round to the nortbward and blew with great violence, attended with snow. Tha
men all rowed hard, but made but little headway. In one of the boats were four Indians and
two white men. An old Indian in the lLead of the hoat, perceiving that the crew began to be
disheartened, spake out loud in his own tongue, and said, ¢ Momadickchator auqua sarshkee sarnkee
Yinchee eynoo sememoochkee chagquanks wikchee pinchee eynoo;’ which in English is, ‘Pull ahead with
courage ; do not be disheartened ; we shall not be lost now; thers are too many Englishmen to
be lost now.! His speaking in this manner gave the crew new courage. They soon perceived
that they made headway, and after long rowing they all got safe on shore.”"t

Whales were abundant close in shore for many years, so that a plentiful supply of oil was
obfained without going out of sight of land. ¢ The south side of the island,” says Hector St.
John, “wag divided into fonr equal parts, and each part was assigued to a company of six, which,
though thus separated, still carried on their business in common. In the middle of this distance
they erected a mast, provided with a suficient nomber of rounds, and near it they built a tem-
porary but where five of the associates lived, whilst the sizth, from his high station, carefully
looked toward the ses, in order to observe the spouting of whales.”

“The process of saving the whales, ” says Macy, “after they had been killed and towed ashore,
was to use & orad, an ingirument similar to 4 capsten, to heave and turn the blubber off as fast, as

* Macy: op. ¢it., p. 30 t Mase. Hint. Boc. Coll., iii p. 175,
§ Lettors from an Amerioan farwer; Heetor 81 Jobo Craveemnr ; pnhlished 1782,
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it was ent. The blubber was then pus into their caris and ecstried to their {ry-houses, which, ab
that early period, were placed near to their dwelling-houses, where the oil was Dboiled out and
fitted for market,” *

Shore-whaling eontinued till abont the middle of the eighteenth century, when whales became
scarce and were pursned by vessels, when the boat-whaling, as a regular business, was, according
to Macy, abandoned. “The first sperm-whale known to the islanders was found asbore on the
southwest part of Nantucket., 1t caused considerable excitement, some demanding a part of the
prize under ocue pretense, some under another, and all were anxicus to behold so strange an
animal,  There were 80 mwany claimants of the prize, that it was diffieuit to determine to who it
should belong. The natives claimed it hecause they found if; the whites, 10 whom the natives
made known iheir diseovery, claimed it by & right comprehended, as they atfimned, in the puar-
chase of the Isiand by the origical patent. Awn officer of the erown made Lis elaim, and pretended
to seize the fish in the name of bix majesty, as being property without apy particular owner,
After considerabe discussion between ghese coutending parties, it was finally settled that the
white inhabitants, who first found the whale, should share the prize equally amongst themselves.
The teeth, which were considered very valuable, had been extracted iy a white man and an Indian,
Pefore any others had apy knowledge of the wlale.,  All diffienlty being now settied, a company
was formed, who commenced cutting the whale in pieces convenient for transportation to their try-
works.  The sperm procured from the head was thought to be of great value for medical purposes.
1t was nsed both as an internal and external application ; and such was the eredulity of the people,
thot they considered it a eertain care for all diseages ; it was sought with avidity, and, for awhile,
was esteemed to be worth ita weight in silver. The whele quantity of oil obtained from this
whale is not known.”t

RHODIL: ISLAKD AND CONKECTICUT.

In 1731 Rhode Island passed an act for the encouragement of the fisheries, giving ¢ a bounty
of five shillings for every barrel of whale oil, one peony a pound for bone, and five shillings a
guintal for codfish, eaughkt hy Rhode Island vessels, amd brought inte this Colouy.”i

The fisliery liad been curried on to some exteat in hoats {rom the shore, and whales were taken
in the waters of Warraganset Bay.

The first official doenment to be found connecting the RBtate of Connecticnt with the whale
fishery is a resolve padscd ut & meeting of the general court held at Hartford, May 25, 1647, whieh
BAYS :

“Yf Mr. Whiting, wit any others shall make tryali and pfsecute a desigue for the takeing of
whale wttin {hese libertyes, and if vppon tryall witin the terme of two yeures, they shall like to
goe on, nov others shalbe suffered to interrupt the, for the tearme of seanen yeares™§

It is probable that drift-whales were oceasionally taken along the coast of Connecticat in early
times, but we find no special reference to show that boat-whaling was ever engaged in by the
inhabitants.

NEW YORK.

Long Island, with its long streteh of sandy beaches, was in early times a favorite resort for
hoat whalemen., It was the rival of Cape Cod, and the inhabitants on its eastern end found mueh
profit in eaptaring whales, and shipping oil and bone to Lendon. The following interesting account

* Hist. Nantucket, p. 3L t Ibid., p- 32. $ ArwoLp: Hist. Rhode Island, ii, p. 103.
§ Conn. Col. Rec., i, p. 154, § U. R. Fish Comminsioner’s Report, Part IV, 187676,
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Tt is probably safe to assert that the first organized prosecution of the American whale-fishery
was made along the shores of Long Isdand, The town of Sonthampton, which was settied in 1640
by au offshoot from fhe Massachusetts Colony at Lynn, was quick to appreciate the value of this
source of revenne. In March, 1644, the town ordered the town divided into four wards of eleven
persens to each ward, to attend to the drift-whales east aghore. When such an event took place
two persons from each ward (selected by lot) were to be employed to eut it up, <And every
Inhabitant with his ehild or servant that is above sixteen years of age shiall have in the Division of
the other part,’ (i. e. what remained after the cutters deducted the double share they were, cx-officio,
entitled to) ‘an equall proportion provided that suelh person when vyt falls inte his ward a suffi-
cient man to be imployed about yt.* Among the names of those delegated to each ward are
mavny whose descendants became prominent in the business as masters or owners of vessels—the
Coopers, the Sayres, Mulfords, Peirsons, Hedges, Howells, 1osts, aud others. A few years later
the number of ‘squadrons’ was inereased to six.

“In Febraary, 1645, the town ordered that if any whale was cast ashore within the limits of
the town no man shoald take or ecarry away any part thereof without order from a magistrate,
under penalty of twenty shillings. Whoever shonld find any whale or part of a whale, npon giv-
ing notice to a magistrate, shoutd have allowed him five shillings, or if the portion found sheuld
net be worth five shillings the finder should have the whole. ¢ And ¥t is farther ordered that ¥f
any shall finde a whale or any peece thereof upon the Lord’s day then the aforesaid shilliugs shall
not be dune or payablet ¢ This last clause,” says Howell, ¢ appears to be a very shrewd thrust at
“mooning ” on the beach on Sundays.’

“It was enstomary a few years later to fit ont expeditions of several boats each for whaling
along the coast, the parties engaged camping out ou shore during the pight, There expeditions
were nsually gone about one or two weeks.f Indiang were usnally employed by the English, the
whites farnishing all the necessary implements, and the Indians receiving a stipulated proportion
of oil in payment.

“At Basthampton oun the 6th of November, 1631, ¢ It was Ordered that Rodman Malford shall
call ont yo Town by succession to loke out for whale.’§ Easthampton, however, like every other
town where whales were obtainable, seems to have had its Jittle wupleasantnesses on the subjeet,
for in 1653 the town ¢ Ordered that the share of whale now in controversie between the Widow
Talmage and Thomas Talurage’ (alas for the old-time Chesterfieldian gallantry) ¢ shall be divided
among them as the lot is.’]] [u the early deeds of the town the Indian grantors were to be allowed
the fins and tails of ali drift-whales; and in the deed of Montauk Island and Point, the Indians
and whites were to be equal sharers in theso prizes.§] In 1672 the towns of Easthampton, South-
ampton, and Southwold presented o memorial to the court at Whitehall ¢ setting forth that they
have spent much time and paines, and the greatest part of their estates, in settling the trade of
whale-fishing in the adjacent seas, having endeavoured it above these twenty yeares, but couid not
bring it to any perfection till within these 2 or 3 yoares last past. And it now being a hopefall
trade at New Yorke, in America, the Governor and the Dutch there do require ye Petitioners to
come ander their patent, and lay very Leavy taxes npon them beyoud any of his Mab® snbjects in
New England, and will not permit the petitioners to have any deputys in Court, ** but being chiefe,
do impose what Laws they plesse npon theém, and insulting very much over the Petitioners

" Howzey.: Hist. of Southampton, p. 179. t 1bid,, p. 154, i Ibid., p. 183,
4 Bicontonnial Address at Basghnmupton, 1830, by Henry P, Hedges, p. §. | Thid., p. 8. § Ihid,
** In thig petition is an eariy assertion of the twinahip of taxation and representation, for wlick Massachosatts
and her offshoots were ever atrenaous,

BEC. v, YOL. 11 3
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threaten to cat down their tiinber whicl: s but little they have to Casks for oxle, altho’ the Petn
purchased their Jandes of the Lord Sterling’s deputy, above 30 veures since, and Lave till now
under the Government aud Tatent of Mr. Winthrop, belonging to Conifyent Patent, whicl lyeth
far more couvenient for ye Petitioners assistance jn tho aforesaid Frade” They desire, therefore,
cither to continae uuder the Connceticut government, or to be made a free corporation.  This peti-
tion was referred to the £ Counedl on Foreign Plantations.?

*This would make the commeneement of this industry date back not {ar from the year 1650.
In December, 1652, the directors of Dutelh West India Company write to Director General Peter
Btoyvesant, of New York: «In regard to the whale-iishery we nnderstand that it might be taken
iu hand during some part of rhe year,  If this conld be dope with advantiage, it wonld be a very
desizable matter, and muke the trade there flourish and animate many people to try their good
lnek in that branch)!  In Aprit (4th), 1658, the conpeil of New York ¢ received the reqrest of Hans
Jongh, soldier and tabner, usking for a ton of tean-oil or some of the fut of the whale tately cap-
fured."”

ln 1669 Mr. Maverick writes from New York to Colonel Nichols, as follows:

“On ye Bast end of Long Island there were twelve or thirteen whales taken before ye end of
Mareh, and what sines wee lieare not; here are dayly some seen in the ver y harbour, sometimes
within Nutt Island. OQut of the .{.‘jnn.u:e._, the other week, they struck fwo. but iost both, the iren
broke in one, the other broke ihe warpe. The Governonr hath enconraged sowe to follow this
designe. Two shollops made for itl, but as yett wee doe not heare of any they have gotten, ™

“In 16327 continies Starback, © the town of Bouthampton passed an order for the regulation of
whaling, whrc]], fu the Latter part of tho year, reeeived the following eonfirmation from Governor
Lovelace: * Whereas there was an ordinance made at a Towne-Meeting in South Hampton upon the
Second Day of May las refasing to the Regnlation of the Whale flishing and Employment of the
Indyans therein. wherein particularly it is wentioned. That whosoever shall Hire an Indyan to
go a-Whaling, shall not, give him for his Hire above one Trucking Cloath Coat, for each whale,
hee and his Company shadl Kili, or halfe the Blebber, without the Whale Bore under a Penalty
therein exprest: Upon Consideracion had thereupon, I have thought good to Allow of the said
Order, And do hereby Conlirm the same, nntil some inconvenience therein shall bee made appeare,
And do also Order that the like Rale shall bee followed at East Hampton and other Places if
they shall finde it practicable amongst them,

“eGiven under my hand in New Yorke. the 28th of Novemb'r, 1672

“ Upon the same day that the people of Southamption passed the foregoing order, Gxovernor
Lovelace also issued and order citing that in consequence of great abuse to his Reyal Highness in
tlie matter of drift-whales npon Long Islaud, ke had thought fit to appoint Mr. Wm. Osbhorne and
My. John Smith, of Hempstead, to make strict inquiries of Indiang and English in regard to the
mautter.t

0t wus early found to be essentiul that all important. contracts and agreements, especially
‘hetween the Hnglish and lndians, relating to the killing of whales shouid be entered upon the
town books, and signed by the parties in prescnce of the clerk and certiied by him. Boat-
whaling was so generaily praeticed, and was considered of so much importance by the whole
community, that every inan of suflicient ability in the town was obliged to take his turn in watch-
g for whales from some elevated position on the beach, and to sound the alarm on one being
seed neay the coant.’i In Apml {2d}, 1663, an ag:remnonr wus entered on the records of E&sbhamp-

*.Dm nI ( ul 1{14' ‘\vu ‘xnrh 1]1 m 1?3’ TN, 1 tol R M‘n heneral Entmm iv, p. 124 P-‘ra.nem L.ovelu.ca
SHewrn Hid, Senshampton.
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ton, binding certain Indians of Montanket in the sum of £10 sterling to go to sea, whaling, on
account of Jacobns Bkallenger and others, of Easthampton, beginning on the 1st of November and
ending on the 1st of the ensuing April, they engaging ¢ to attend dilligently with all opportunitie
for ye killing of whales or other fish, for ye sum of three shillings a day for every Indian; ve sayd
Jacobus Skallenger and partpers to furnish all necessarie eraft and tackling conveunient for ye
designe The laws goveruing these whaling-companies were based on justice rather than selfish-
ness.  Among the provisions was ope passed Janrnary 4, 16069, whereby a member of one company
finding 2 dead whale kilied by the other company was obliged to notify the Jatter. A prudent
provise in the order was that the person hringing the tidings should be well rewarded. If the
whale was found at sea, the killers and finders were fo be equal sharers. If irons were found in
the whale, they wore to be restored to the owners.* In 1672, John Cooper desired leave to employ
some ‘atrange Indians’ to assist him in whaling. whieh leave was granted;t bnt these Indian
allies required tender handling, and were guiie apt to ignore their contracts when a fair excase
counld be found, espeeially if their hands had alveady closed over the finranecial consideration. Two
or three petitions relating fo cases of thir kind are on file 2t New York., One of them is from
i Jacob Skallenger, Stephen Hand, James Loper aud other adjoined with them in the Whale
Designe at Easthampton,’ and was presented in 1675, 1t sets forth that they had associated
together for the purpose of whaling, and agreed to hire twelve Indians and man two boats.
Having scen tbe mnatives yearly employed both by neiglibors and these in sarrounding towns,
they thonght there ecould be no objection to their douing likewise. Aeccordingly, they agreed in
June with twelve Indizns to whale for them during the following season. ¢ Bat i+ fell ont soe that
fonre of the maid Indians (competent & experienced men) belouged to Shelter-Ixland whoe with the
rest received of your peticon™ in pt. of their hire or wages 25s a peece in hand at the time of the
eontract, as the Indian Customa is and without which they would not engage themselves to goe to
Bea as aforesaid for yoar Peticon™” Soon after this there eame an order from the governor requir
ing, in consequence of the troubles between the English and the aborigines, that all Indians should
remain in their own quarters darving the winter. <Anmd some of the fowne of Tasthampion wante.
ing Tndians to make up theire eroe for whaleing they take advantage of vour hon™ st Ordre theraby
to hinder your petiton™ of the raid fonre Shelter-Island Indimns.  One of ye Overseers being of the
Company that would soe hinder your peticon™., Amnd Mr. Barker warned yor petiton™ not to en-
fertaine the said foure Indians without licence from yvonr hon™.  And althongh some of your peti-
Coners opporites in this matter of great weight to them seek o prevent yo© petiton™ from baveing
those foure Indians under pretence of zeal in fulfilling 3% hou™ order, yet it is more then apparent
that they endeavor to break yo' peticon™ Compauy in y* maner that soe they themselves may have
Opportnni{y out of the other cight Easthampton Indians to snpply theire owne wants  After rep-
resenting the loss liable to acerne to them frons the failure of their design and the inability to hire
Easthampton Indians, on account of their being already engaged by other companies, they ask
relief in the premises,f which Governor Andross, in an order dated November 18, 1675, grants
them, by allowing them to employ the aforesaid Shelter-Island Indians.§

“Another case is that of the widow of one Cooper, who in 1677 petitions Andross to enmpel
some Indians who had been hired and paid their advapce by ber late husbaud to {ulfill to ler the
contract made with him, they having been biring out to other parties sinec his decease. ||

*“Thie code was very siniilar to that sfterward adopted in the Massaclhnsetts Baxy.
#N. Y., Col. M83.; General Entries, iv, p. 235. i N, ¥, Col. MBS, xsv, 8ir Bd. Andross, p. 41,
§ Warrputm, Oriers, Pavses, &fc., 1674-1070, p. 183, I WL Y. Col. MEs,, xeviop. 183
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“The trade in oil from Long Island early gravitated to Boston and Cenuecticut, and this was
always a source of much uneasiness to the anthorities at New York. The people inhabiting East-
hampton, Seuthampton, and vieinity, settling under a patent with different gnarantees from those
allowed under the Doke of York, had little in sympathy with that government, and always turned
toward Connesticut a8 their nataral ally and Massachusetts as their foster mother. Bearcely had
what they looked upon as the tyrannies of the New York governors reduced them to 8 sort of sub-
jection when they were assailed by a fresh enelny. A sudden torn of the wheel of fortune brought
them, in 1673, a second time nnder the control of the Dutch. During this interregnum, which Iasted
from July, 1673, to November, 1674, they werc summoned, by their then conquerors, to send dele-
gates to an assembly to be convened by the temporary ralers. In reply the inhabitantas of
Easthampton, Soathamptou, Southeld, Seatoocvook, and Huntington returned a memorial setting
forth that up to 1664 they had lived gquietly and prosperously under the government of Connec-
ticut. Now, however, the Dutel had by force assumed control, and, understanding them to be
well disposed, the people of those parts proffer a series of ten requests, The ninth is the par.
ticnlar one of interest in this connection, and is the only one not granted. Im it they aslk, ¢ That
there be firee liberty granted ye 5 townes aforead for ye procuring from any of ye united Collonies
{without molestation on either side:) warpes, irons, or any other necessaries ffor ye comfortable
carring on the whale design’ To this reply is made that it ‘cannet in this conjunetion of time be
allowed.’ ¢Why,’ says Howell,* ¢ the Council of Gevernor Colve chose thns to snnb the English
in these five towns ir the matter of providing & few whale-irons and necessary tackle for capturing
the whales that happenad along the coast, is inconceivable; ” but it must be remembered that the
English and Dutch had long beenrivals in this pursuit, even carrying their rivalry to the extreme
of personal conflicta. The Dutch assamed to be, and practically were, the factors of Europe in
this business at this period, and would naturally be slow to enconrage any proficiency in whaling
by a people upon whom they probably realized that their lease of aunthority would be Lrief,
Hence, although they were willing to grant them every other right in common with theose of their
own nationality, maritime jealousy made this one requeat impracticable. How the people of Long
Island enjoyed this state of affairs is easy to infer from their petition of 1672, The oppressions
alike of New York governors and Dutch conquerers could not fail {fo inerease the alicnation that
difference of habits, associations, interests, and rights bad implanted within them, Among other
arbitrary laws waa one compelling them to carry all the oil they desired to export to New York to be
cleared, a measure which prodaced so much dissatisfaction and inconvenience that it was beyond
2 doubt “more honored in the breach ithan in tne observamce” At times some captain, more
scrupulons than ihe rest, would obey the letter of the law or procure & remission of it. Thus, in
April, 1678, Benjamin Alford, of Boston, in New England, merchant, petitioned Governor Brock-
holds for permission to clear with & considerable quantity of oil that he had bought at Southampton
directly from that port $o London, be paying all daties required by law, This he desires to do in
order to avoid the hazard of the voyage to New York and the extra danger of leskage thershy
incurred. He was accordingly allowed to clear as he desirved, f

* Hist. of Souihampton, p. 62.

tN. Y. Col. M88., xxvii, pp. €5, 66. Acocompanying the order is & blank elearance resding aa follows:  Permits
& snffer the good of A. B, Commander, bonund for the Port of London in 01d England to passs from the
Harbo™ at the North-Ses near Southtes gt the East End of Long Isl. with her loading of Whale Oyl & Whalshons
withont any manner of Lett Hindrance or Molestadon, shee having beene eleared by order from the Custom house here
& given security accordingly. Given under my hand in N. ¥. this 20th day of April in the 30t yearse of his Mates
raigne A* Domint 1678,

“To all his Mat*s Offic whom this may Coneerne.”
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% Tn 1684 an.act for the ‘ Encouragement of Trade and Navigation’ withiu the province of New
York was passed, laying a duty of 1¢ per cent. on all oil and bene exported from New York to
any other port or plaece except directly to England, Jamaica, Barbadoes, or seme other of the
Caribhean Islands.

“In May, 1688, the Duke of York instructs his agent, John Leven, to inguire into the number
of whales killed during the pasi six years within the provinee of New York, the produnce of oil
and bone, and ‘abont his share’* To this Leven makes reply that there has been no record kept,
and that the oil and bone were shared by the companics killing the fisk. To Leven's statement,
Andross, who is in England defending his colonial governmeni, asseris that all those whales tha
were driven ashore were killed and claimed by the whalers or Indians.t

“In August, 1688, we tind the first record of an intention to obtain sperm oif, Among the
records in the State archives at Boston is o petition trom Timotheos Vanderaen, commander of
the brigantine Happy Retur, of New Yorke, to Governor Andross, praying for ‘Licence and Per-
mission, with one Bquipage Cousisting in twelve mariners, twelve whalemen and six Diuerg——
from this Port, upon a fishing design about the Bohames lslands, And Cap florida, for sperma
Coeti ‘whales and Racks: And 20 to returne for this Port.’} Whether this voyage was ever
undertaken or nobt we have no means of knowing, but the petition is conclusive evidence that
there were men in the country familiar even then with some of the haunts of the sperm-whale and
with his capture.

‘t Francis Nicholson, writing from Fort James, December, 1688, says: ¢ Our whalers have had
pretty good lnck, killing abous Graves End three large whales, On the Baste End abeute five or
six small ones’§ During this same year the town of Easthampton being short of money, debtors
were compelled to pay their obligations in prodnce, and in order to have sume system of exchange
the trosfees of the town *being Legally met March 6, 16888 it was agreed that this year’s Towne
rate should be held to be good pay if it be paid as Foliows:

L8 d
Dry merchantable Rides abti.. . v evneove o arms ceenmn cmrameat it e eeas sans aatnaan e crraneeeees O 08
BT R T U e @ 3D
WhaleBoneSﬁetlongandupwnrda....._-.,.__._.._--..._..*. R | I N

Nore.—14 is astimgied by Geerge E. Howalls, from papers oa Ble in the offive oi’ the secmtmgr of state of Now
York, that the hoat-whalemen of Sonthampton ir 1687 took 2,144 barrels of oil.

«“In July, 1708, Lord Cornbury writes again to the board of trade regarding New York
aﬂ:'a.i.m.n In his letter he says: ¢ The gquantity of Train Oyl made in Long Island is very uncer-
tain, some years they have much more fish than others, for example Jast year they made four
thonaand Barrils of Oyl, and this last Season they have not made above Six hundred: About
the middle of October they begin to look out for fish, the Season lasts all November, December,
January, February, and part of Mareh; a Yearling will make about forty Barils of Oy, a Stunt
or Whale two years old will make sometimes fifty, sometimes sixty Barrils of Oyl, and the
largest whale that I have heard of in these Parts, yielded oue hundred and ten barrels of Oyl,
and twelve hundred Weight of Bone.

“Iu 1709 the Ashery had attained such value on Loug Island that some parties attempted to
reduce it, so far as possible, to a monopoly, and grants of land previcusly made by Governor

'Fletcher and others, in a reckless and somewhat guestionable manner were improved for per-
sonsl benefit. Earl Bellomont, in commenting on these irregnlar practices, writes to the lords of
trade, nnder date of July 2 of that year,f citing, among others, one Colonel Smith, who, he states,

" ¥. Y. Col. Records, iii, p. 252, 1 Ihid., p. 311 $ Mass. Col. MSS., Usurpation, vi, p. 126.
§ Iid,, iv, p. 303, § ¥. Y. Col. Rec., v, 60. - ¥ .Jbid., iv, p- 635
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‘has got the beaoh on tha sea shore for fourty miles togeiher, after an odd manner 23 1 have been
told by pome of the inbabitants * * *  Thaving forced the town of Southampton 1o take s
poore £10 for the gredtest part of the said beach, which is not a valuable counsideration in law,
for Colouel Smith himseld own’d to we that that beach was vary profituble to him for whale fish-
ing, and that one year be cleared £500, by whales taken there)

“ In 1716, Bamael Molford, of Easthampton, in a4 petition to the Kiug, gave a sketch of the
progress of this industry in that vivisity.* In the recital of the grievances of his neighbors and
himseif, be writes that ¢ the inhabitants of the said Township and parts adjacent did from the
firet Bstablishmuent of the said Calony of New York en joy the Privilege & Benefit of fisking for
whale & applying ye ssne to their own 0sé as their ondonbted rigbs snd property’? By his
petition it appears further that in 1664 Goverwor Nicolls and couneil direeted that drift-whales
alionid pay 2 duty of every sixteenth gallon of oil to the government, *exewpting the whales that
were killed at Sea by persous who went on thut design from any duty or impoestijon.” Governor
Dongan also cluimed daty ou dritt-whales, and he also exempred those killed at sea. ‘There was
no prefeuce,’ under Dongan, ‘to seize sach whales or to exael anything from the fishermen oun
thui acvount, being their aneient right and property. Thus the inhabitants had che 1ight of fish-
iog preserved to them, and the Crown the benefiv of all deifs Whales, and everything seemed well
establishert besween the Crown anid tbhe People, who continned chearfully, snd with sueeess, to
carry on the said fishing trade. This stute of affairs contivuoed uotil 1696, when Lord Corubury
(afterward Earl of Clurendon} became governor. It was then announced by those in asathority
that the whale was a ‘Royal Fish, and belonged to the Orown; consequently all whalers must
he licensed ‘for that purpoese whick ba was sure to make them pay for, and alzo confribate popd
part of toe froit of their Jabonr; po less that a neat 14th part of the Oyle and Bone, when cut up,
and to bring the same to New York an 100 miles distsnt from their habitation, an exaection ao
grievoas, that few people did ever eowply for it'{ The result of this policy was to disconrage
the tishery, and its importande was sensibly Qecreased. In 1711 the Neow York anthorities isvned
2 writ 1o the sheriffs directing them to seize a1l whales. This demand crested mnuch disturbance,
but the people, knawing no remoedy, sabmitted with what grace they eould to what they felt wasg
a grievous wrong, and an infringement upon their rights woder the patent under which their
settlement was founded. Since that time, Mulord continues, & formal prosecation kad besn
commenced agaivst him for hiring Ipdians to assist him in whaling. He esopeludes his petition
with the assertion that, nanless some relief wag afforded, the fishery must be ruined, sinee the
person eoncerned will not be brought o the hardship of wailing out ut sea wany monthy, & the
diffieudty of bringing into New Yok the fish, aud ab last psying so great o shiarve of their profits

“Mulford, daring vhe latter part of his Yfe, was continually at loggerheads with the povern-
ment at New York., A stardy representative of that Poritan opposition to injustice and wrong
with which the early settlers of Eastern Long lsland were so thoroughly imbued, the declining
years of his life were continnal eras of eduveution against the tyravoies and exactions of governors,
whose only interest seemed 1o be to suck the lHfe-blood from the bodieg of these wofortunste Qiss
eanght in their &y »izler’s-net nml caést the nseless remaing remorselessly away. He was obe of the

TTANLY. Cot. Res., 'f 1!. 3. 478,
These ars nuﬁaubtedi; what the anthorities wore pleased fo ferm * Mansachusstts notions.”

1% was thess outrageondly unjust lawe that brought the government into the notoricus disreputs it pitained
with its ontlring dependesicios from 1675 1o 3720, In March, 1604, she coupei) of Lord Qorabury declarsd certein
drift-whales the property of the Crown (whiah apparently weant 8 mininum amount to the King wud n maximam.
share Lo the goveruer), “whon the subjeet cad make no just elaim of Gaving killed them” Ouwe Richard Floyd
hrviog offered u veward fo any partios bringiuyg biw iuformation of snch whales, the council nrdered a.nmqmry imte
the maifer o order to prevent suol practices in the future. (Conneil Minntes, vily, p. 6.
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remousirants against the annexation of the eastern fowns to the New York government, and from
1700 to 1720 was the delegate from these towns fo the assembly. In 1715 the opposition of the
government to his constituency reached the poinn of o personal contlict with him. In a speech
delivered in the assembly in this year he boldly and uusporingly denounced the authorities as
tyrannical, extravagant, and dishonest; He cited numerons instances of injustices from officers
of the customa to the traders of und to Lis section. While grain was selling in Boston at 6s. per
bushel, and only commanding one-kalf of that in New York, bhis people were compelled by existing
laws to Jose this difference in value. While the governwment was complaining of poverty aod the
lack of disposition on the part of the people to furnish means tor its subsistence, the governor had
received, says Mulford, during the past three years, three times the combined income of the
governors of Massachusetts, BEhode Island, and Connecticat. 1n 1716 the assembly ordered this
speech to be pat into the hands of the speaker, but Mallord, without lhesitation, caused it o be
published and cirenlated.* From this tinte forth the war upon him was, do far as the government
was concerned, a series of persecutions, but Muliord undaantedly braved them all and in the end
was triminphant. Quite a unumber of Iptfers passed between the governor and himself, and berween
them both and the lords of trade in London. As an earnest of the fecling his opposition had
stirred up, the governor commenced % suit against him in the sapreme court, the jndges of which
owed their appointment to the excceutive. Bhortly after shis, Governor FHunter, in a communi-
cation to the lords of trade regarding the state of affairs in the provinee, writes that he is informed
that Mulford, who ‘has continunally flown in face of government, and always disputed with the
Crown the right of whaling, has gone to Levndob to nrge his case.t He slistes that Cthat poor,
tronblesome old man? is the ouly mnntineer in a provinee otherwise guiet {an asserfion that
evidenced either a reckless disregard for fruth, or a want of knowledge of affairs inexcusably
culpable); that the ease he pleads has been bronght before the supreme court and decided against
kim, and Mulford is the ooly man who disputes the Crown's right, and the good governor
charitably recommends their lordships to ¢ bluft him.’t  Still later, Honter stutes that i was the
custom long before his arrival to take out whaling licenses, Many came voluntarity and did so.
If whaling is ¢ decayed,’ it was 106 for want of whalemen, 1or the number inereases yearly; ¢ but
the truth of the matter is, that the Town of Boston ia the T*ort of Trade of the People injiubiting
that end of Long Island of late years, so that the exportation from bence of thai commodity must
in the Books be less than formerly,’ The perquisites arising from the sale of these licenses were of
no account in themselves, but yielding in this matter would only open a gap for the disputation of
every perquisite of the government.§

* A vopy of this spesch ja bonnd in an old Vvolume of the Boston News-Letter, in the Hbrary of the Boston Athemwam.

tIn the pddress of H. P. Hedges at the Bi-Centennial celebration at Fasthuempton, in 1830, e says, when Malford
finally repaired to London to present the cuse to the King, he was obliged tu conceal his intention. Lesving Bouth-
ampton gecretly, ho landed at Newport, walked to Boaton, and from thence cwbarked for London.  Arrived there, e
" preseuted his tnemorial, whicli it is said attracted muck attontion, and was read by hiw in the Hoose of Cownmons.”
He returned homs in tciumph, bavieg obtained the desired end. At this tiwae ke way seventy-ones years old.  “Songs
and rejoicings,” says ¥, Lyou Gardiser (vide Hedge's Address, p. 21), ““ took place amoug the whalemen of Snffolk
County upon his arrival, on account of his having succeedod in gotting the King’s shure given up.” It is refuied of
him (Ibid., p. 68) that while ut the cotrt of 8t Jamos, boing seme what verdant, ho was mach annoyed by piekpockuts.
As a palliative, he had a tailor sew several fish-hooks on the juside of his pockets, and soon afier one of the fraternity
was cgnght. This incident being published at the time won for him an extensive notoriety. He was repTesentative
from Fast Hampton from 1715 to 17260, and died in 1725, apad eighty vears.

$N.¥Y. Col. Rec., v, 430, 'This assertion must be inexcnsably inacourate, for it was unquestionably on the ground
of his aturdy defense of their righis that the people of Eastbampton 8o nteadily returued him to the pasewbly,

$N. Y. Col. Rec., v, p. 484, This admisslon of Hunter’s of the smaliness of the revenue is indisputable evidence of

hia inuompatame, and of the truth of Mulford’s assertion of the nltimate ruin of the whale-fishery ander anch restric-
tions,
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“To this the lords of frade reply :* ‘You may intimate in your letter to onr Seeretary of 234
November last that the Whale fishery is reserved to the Crown by your Patents: as we ean find no
auch thing in your Commission, you will explain what you mean by it.” Mulford is now in London,
and desires dispateh in the decision in regard to this wmatter, pending which thelords desire to know
whether dires have been paid by avy one; if xo, whaut amount has been paid, and to what pnrpose
thiz revenue has been applied. They close their letter with the following sentence, which would
hardly seem open to auy danger of misconstruction: « Ipon tlis oceasion we must observe to you,
that we hope yow will give all due incovragement to thut Trade Lividently the case of Mulford es. Hunter
looks badly for the govervor. 8till, Hunter is lotk to yvield readily, and the disenssion iz further
prolonged.

“Jtis now 1718, Governor Hanter, in his answer 1o the inquities of their lordships, rays
Commission was isstel giving power ¢ Cognoscendi de Flotsam, Jetson, Lagon, Deodandis, &c.,]
follows * et de Discibus Regalibums Sturgeonibus, Balenis CQmtly Porpetiis Delphiniy Reggis, &e7
In regard to the incowre, he again writes that it is inconsiderable; that enly the danger of being
acensed of giving up the Urown's right would have led hinr to write about ir.  Inoamonnt, it wuas
not £20 per aunam (corroboratory of Mulford’s assertion of its decline), nul as the fisk had lefy
this coast, e slould not further trouble them aboat . Up to the present time all but Muiford
bad paid and continued to pay. Fhe snbject appears to have been finally referred to the attorney-
general, and the governor says {1719), waiting his opinion, he hag surceased all demands till it
comes. The question 1must have been left in o state of eousiderable mistiness, however, for in 1720
Crovernor Burnett informs the lords, in o letter which indicates o satisfied feeling of compromise
Dbetween official dignity and the requirements of the trade, that he remits the 5 per centum on the
whale fishery, but asserts the King’s rights by still requiring lcenses, though in ¢ so doing he
negleets his owu profity’ ‘ and this) he adds, ‘has a good cffect on the country.,) Uundoer his admin-
istration the aet for the sucouragement of the whale fishery was renewed” ¥

4. BOAT WHALING IN TAE PRESENT CENTURY.

Within the present century shore whuling has been prosecuted to solwe extent at various
points on the Atlantic coast, from Maine to South Carolina. The business has been profitable at
Provineetown, Mags., and at Beanfors, N. C. At the former place during the spring of 1880, forty-
aight whales, valued at 214,037, were captarved; at the latter place the average annual catch is
four whales, valued at §4,600. The total value of tie shore whaling on the entire coast in 1850
reached abont 18,000, which is Tar above the average year’s work, We are indebted to Mr, Barll
for fucts about this fishery at Maine, and the southern North Caroling coast, apd to Captain
Atwood for an aceount of the business at Proviuvetowu.

COART OF MAINE.

Bhore-whaling in the vieinity of Tremont began about 1840, Mr. Benjumin Beaver and a
smull crew of men caught three or more wWhales aunually for about twenty years, but gave up the
haosiness in 1860, No mwore whales were taken from this time till the apring of 1880, when one
wag taken und brought into Bass Harbor, and yielded 1,200 gallons of oil, but no bone of value.

"N. Y. Col. Rec., v, p. 010
tALEXANDER STARBUCK : Hist, Am. Whale Fishery, in U, 8. Fish Com, Report, 187576,
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Capt. J. Biekiord, a native of Winter Harbor, is reported by Mr. C. T Guptil to have craised
off the coast in 1845 in selwoner Huzza, and to have captored eight whales, one of which was a
finback, the rest humphack whales. This schooner made only one seagon’s work, but in 1870 Cajr
tain Bickford again tried his luck in a vesse! from I'rospect Harbor and captured one finback
whale,

Mr. Earll states that aceording te Capt. George A. Clark and Captain Bickford whaling was
extensively carried on from Prospect Harbor for muny years. The fishing begar about 1510,
when Stephen (Glark aod Mr. L. Hiller, of Hochester, Mass, came to the region, and Laile oy-
works on the shore, having their lookeut station on the top of au adjoining LiH. The whales
msually followed the menhaden to the shove, arriving ubout ihe first of June and remaining till
September. Whenr one was seen the boats, urmed with harpoons and lanecs, iimmediately put
out from the land aud gave chase.  If they suceecded in killing the whale, it was towed to the
fiats of the harbor at high water, where it was sccured and lefr to be cut up at low tide. Ten
vears laler they Degan using sinall vessels in the fishery, and by this means were enabled ro go
further trom land., The fishery was at its beight aboat 1833 to 1840, when an uverage of six or
severr whales was taken yearly, The largesi pumber tuken in any one season was ten. The
average vield of oil was 25 to 50 barrels for each whale. The business was discontinued about
1860, sinec which date but one or two whales have been taken.

COART OIF MARSAQHMURETTE.

In the early part of the present eentury whales were abundant along this coast, and Province-
town: whalers in small boats frequently captured a large number in a seusonr. The Gloucester
Telegraph of November 6, 1850, says: ¥ A right whale was taken st Provircetown Jast Thursday
by a party in three boats. It i8 estimated to yield 60 barrels of oil.”

In the Barnstable Patriot of November 13, 1861, is the following item:

# Whale.~~On Saturday morning the spout of & whale which was discovered playing around
off Nanset in the midst of s fleet of some 200 mackerel fishermen was suddenly cut short by a
Kantncket fisherman, the San: Chase making fast to him. This is the ffth whale takeu by Sam
Chase since July 25, and will make about 25 barrels. The five will have made 125 Darvels, worth
&1,500,”

Whales Liave from time to time heen stranded on the beaches about Cape Ann: several have
also been found by fishing vessels and towed into Gloueester Harbor,  Iu July, 1835, one 5t feet
long, and measuring 10 feet through, was towed into the harbor and tried out oo Bustern Point,  The
Cape Ann Advertiser of Qetober 21, 2871, records the capiwre off Bastern Point of a whale 45 feat
in length. 1In the spring of 1880 finbuck whales were unusually abundant in Ipswich and Massa.
chusetts Bays, so that fishermen in their dories were in some cases alarmed for their own safety,
a3 the whales were darting about in pursuit of schools of herring. Bix of this species of whale
were found dead floating in the bay and towed inte Gloucester harbor. They had been killed by
Provincetown whalers. Three of them were tried ouf al Gloncester; the vemuinder were allowed
to drift to sea again.

Captain Atwood writes the following account of the shore-whaling st Provineetown in 1850:
“ Barly in March there came into our bay and barbor immensce quantities of herring aud shrimp,
They were followed by a great number of finback whales, that remained here wost of the time in
greater or less numbers until about the middle of Moy, when they all left the coast. During the
time they were here many of them were killed with bomb-lances. They sank when killed, and
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remained on the bottom sowee two or three days, when they flonted ou the smface, and us they
were liable to come up in the night or daring rugged weather, when the whalemen were not on
hand to take care of them, many drifted ont to sex, aund were lost or picked up by {¥loucester fish-
ing vessels and towed to that port. A few were brought 1o Provineetown by these vessels, with
whom the procecds for the oil were divided. There were brought in aud landed at Junathan
Cook’s 0il works on Long DPoint 38 whales, from whieh the blubber was stripped and the oil
extracted. Two obher whales brenght jn were soid to parties who tcok 1bem away for exhibi-
tion, one to Boston und the other 1o New York.

“ Barly in June immense quattities of sand-eels ( Awmodyées) came 0 our karbor and bay and
remained several days. About the 10th of Juue therr appeared Menty of whales feeding on the
sand-cels. They were again attacked by onr wen, wheu a imoiher of them were killed in a few
days, and ten were saved and landed at the o1l works, Trobably as many more that were not, kitled
oetright received their death wound, went out of the bay, soou after died, and woere lost.

“The foriy-eight whales delivered at the oil works vielded abont 350 barrels of oil, that sold
af an average price of 40 cents per gallon,

¥ When the tirst whales were killed it was supposed the whalebone in their mouths was worth-
loss, and it was not saved; boi subsequently seme war saved and sold at 15 eents per pound.  The
average (uantity of bone in each whnle is abour 250 ponnds. Probably the bone of thirty-five
wiltales has Deen saved, makiog an aggrepate of §,750.

“No whales have come in of late; oor men are still anxionsly looking for snother school,
hoping they will eome again and give them aunothiér henefit.

“ Total for the season’s work s

48 whales, 20,120 wvallons of oil, at 40 conts. $11,970 00
1 whale, aold for exhibit in Boston ... ... ... .. 350 00
1 whale, sold for exhibicin New Yurk .o L. i i ciecaaaaan 405 00
8,750 pounda of whalebone from thirty-tive whaoles, at 1S eents_ ..o ... ..., 1,412 oft

14, 037 50

it Besides the whaler saved and faken to Provincetown, many of those lost by onr whalers
were towed iuto other places; others have drified ou shore ar different points, We hear of four
being towed into Gloueestor, three into Bosten, one to Newhuryport, ene to Cape Porpoise, one
Portland, one Mount Desert ; two drifted ashove at Scitnate, two a¢ Barnstable, oue at Brewster,
one at Orieans, two at Wellfleet, one on the Lack of Cape Cod ; one was stripped of its blubber
at sea by a fishing vessel, that sold it ie Beston. The entire cateh from Mareh to July was
probably one hundred whales, of which number nearly all were killed by Provincetown whalers,
Three of these whales were hnmplacks ; the rest were of the finback species.”

In the falt of 1350 & finbuck whale about 50 feet long was killed in Cape Cod Bay, and towed to
Boston, where it was sold t0 an enterprising Yankee, who, after realizing quite a profit by exhibit-
ing it in Bostow, conceived the idea of transporting it to Chicago for exhibition. It was aceordingly
carefully cleaned and loaded upon a large platform car. Salt and ice were freely nsed for its
preservation. It reached Chicago,and was slhiown e the public as one of the wonders of the deep.
The enterprising exhibitor thade several thonsand dollars by this venture,

The following graphic description of whaling in Massachusetts Bay in 1881 was written for a
Boston newsgpaper:

“The denizens of Cape Cod have always been an amphibions population, largely taking their
living from, and making their fortunes upon, the waters of the oceans of the world. Especially is
this the case with the people of the lower half of the ¢ Right Arm,.? who are fishers indeed. the



TITR WHALEL PISHERY. 449

neajority of them taking to the water, like younyr diecks, inntediafely after their adventivto a sandy
world, and becomiug experts in the navigation of its deptbs and the capture of its treasures even
before their school diys have fally passed,

“ Provincetown oceupics the extremiry-—the curling finger-—of this cape, and its sitoation is
in every way peculiar. With the exeeption of a narrow strip or neck of sand heaps which unites
it to the main cape, it is soerrounded by water—the salt water of the Atlautic—which rolls
unchecked between its outer shores und those of Tlurope.  Itx outer coast lHue, beginming at o point
opposite the narrow neck alluded 10, sweeps around in a grand eirele almost the entive elrenit of
the compass, its outlines neatly rerembling those of & giguntie eapital O, as that letter is nsnally
foand in manuseript.  The inclosed water of this circle is the harbor of Irovinectown, aml the
town is built along the inoer shore, at the botiom of the basin.  Outside is the Tuce, Woud End,
and sundry interesting points of light-louse, lite-saving station, all of vast moment te mariners
aud ship-owners, Inside is one of the singular harbors of the world, deep encugh and spacions
envugh to shelter a fleet of hundreds of the largest ships of the world at one time, and with pecw
liarities belonging te itself suflicient 1o mwuake it famous wherever these ships niay sail,

“JIf there are any kinds of #ish, or any methods of tking them, which are not familiar to the
waters or the people of Provimeetown, their deseription iz noewin order.  I"rom the fry and minnow
for pickerel bait up to the 166-barrel right whale, Provinectown watershave witnessed the capture
of all kinds, and bave freguently contributed specitmens over which savants have puzzled and
wondered. The beaches ot her shores have received a8 loot mighty ecarcases of whales and blaek-
fisk ; shoals of porgies at one rime, which all the teaws of all the region could ardly remove roon
enough, 8o immense was the deposit, while fisli-weirs {one of them took TUO barrels of mackerel
fow mornings since), try-works, and the implemenis and appliances of various fisheries mark the
seene in all directions.

“ Now, it has been no unosual thing, at auy time since the establishmwoent of this exnggerated
fish-net yolept Provineetown, for a whale of some variety to be oceasionally stranded upon ber
beaches, or captured by ber eruisers or boatmen, But it is ouly within the past threc years that
the systematic pursait of o feviathan within her waters has been established ; inother words, thax
the home whale-ishery has been a feature of her husitess operations. A whale in the harber of
Provincetown, especially ai ceriain seasons, is almost 48 eommon a prosenee as that of o tnrtle in
a mill-pond ; but they are usaally representatives of a eluss disliked and scorned by old-school
whalemen, and not remunerative to their capturers, unless the latter be men ot enthusiasi and
desperate enterprise. So that, althongh there are plenty of veteran whalers iu the region, it bas
been left to the youug Provincetowuers of the preseut gencration to inangnrate and establish an
enterprise which has already sbhowu good results. One young captain, with his erew, last year
took upward of 250 barrels of oil off Provincelown, and is scoring fair vesults the present season,
though the conditions have, so fur, been very unfavorable. Some of Lis whules Ite captured in the
harbor; bat mainly his game was chased and killed in the water outside and near by.

“The variety of whale mostly found in Massachusetts Bay waters is the inback, o long,
clean, perfectly formed creature, growing sometimes to 75 or 80 feet it length, but usually from
45 to 86 feet. He is the most complete model of craft for speed and easy working in the water
that can be imagined, and his tail in motion the most pericct development of the serew motor;
aud, indeed, the finback moves through the water when veeasion offers as the most rapid express
train never does on its traucks on laud. It is timid and non-resistant, and it is principally on
account of its great spoed and its habit of immediate fight when stricken that the old whalemen
detest it. Your veteran has no relish for Leing drawn to the bottom, boat aud all, by an agua-
tic race-horse possessing the traveling gualities of » meteor.
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«Therefore, a8 hinted above, the youngsters who are perpetaally learning new ¢kinks’ and
confounding their progenitors, have stepped into @ new order of things. They begin with an
exnct reversal of the old-time processes, whicl were to harpoon the whale, and then lance him to
death. The Provincetowner first lances his prey, and immediately after harpoons it, for reasons
and in pursuance of methods shortly to be given.

« The finbacks cowe in numbers early in the spring, following the bait which is their food—
herrings, sand eels, mackerel, aud the like, and where this hait is found in reasonable guantities
the whales will surely be found. When feeding this whale stretches wide open his jaws, moves
forward among the bait on the surfuce with velocity until he has poclketed or scooped (in his
mouth) u quantity (some barrels), when he snups together his frout doors and swallows tho catch,
having 1o teeth, nor need of any. It is at this feeding season that Le i easiest approached and
fastened to. When not feeding he is usually lazily sleeping, or disporting, and, indeed, the gam-
bols of ihis variety of whale seem to form a very necessary part of his existence, to which lic pays
much attention. The anties of a calf in a pasture, or a youny puppy in a back yvard, are hardly
more diverting or singular than are those of a pair of whales in their festive momenis, They will
stand on their heads and fiourish their ails fu the air; then stand npon their tails and snap their
jaws in the air. They whirl and rell and swash about, sometimes tearing the water into ghreds,
and again darting about, exhausting every possibility of whale enjoyment. They are as fall of
curiosity as a deer, or as are many of the fish varieties, and this they evidence frequently by play-
ing abont the boats which have come out, to capture them, reconnoitering aund viewing these boats
from all sides, and sinking a few feet below the surface, following their every motion, while they
occasionatly appear at the surface for an outside observation.

¢ When touched or struck their immediate impulse is to dash off like a rocket, apd this
impulse they obey to perfection. To test their marvelous fucility of speed, a harpoon was thrown
into one off the Race (the extremity of Cape Cod), when he started off across the bay in the di ree.
tion of Doston, aud in forty minutes had dragged the hoat and its contents of crew and imple-
ments within full view of Minot’s Ledge light-house. Al the line was paid out by the boat’s crew
and they were finally obliged to slip for their lives.

% A common fishing schooner is now fitted out for this whale-catching basiness, carrying a
whale-boat of the ancient approved constraetion, with sufficient men to man the boat and leave
some oné or two on board o follow in the vessel when the boat is actnally engaged. The captain
nsually handles the lance and harpoon, and pulls a spare oar when not thus engaged. DBesides
himself, four oarsmen and a hoat-steerer comprise the crew of the boat of the sueccesslul captain
alluded 1o above. ‘

« The bomb-lanee is s most destroetive weapon. The gun from which the Jance i8 fired i8 of
very thick metal, and the breech is made beavy with lead to nentralize the recoil, which is heavy
with this kind of arm. The Jength of barrel is about 17 inches. The lance itself is of iron, with a
chamber 6 or 7 inches in length along the Jower center, and solid Dbetween the chamber apd
point, the latter tapering, and filed or around to three edges.  About the base of the lance are india-
rubber wings, folded when the lance is inserted in the gun, and acting as wad to make the lanee
fit, the barrel easily, and just rest upon the powder charge of the gun. Wheu fired these rabber
wings expand, and, like the paper feathers of a boy’s dart, preserve the poise of the weapon. The
shamber of the lance is filled with powder, like @ bomb-shell, and a one-secoud, or thereabout, fure
is attached, so that, when the weapon is discharged into the Lody of a whale, it explodes within,
inflicting terrible wounds. Care must be taken net to discharge the lance at too short range, as in
that ease it will pass throngh and through the whale’s carcase without exploding, and entail no
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gerions injury. About 30 feét distance is the range usmally sought for. This implement, in the
hands of a cool and skiliful sailor, works ‘like & charm,’ and great is its destruction of the life of
leviathan. To ilustrate thiz, und also the whole matier, au actnal day’s work of the eaptuin
foresaid will now e detailed:

“The present year the scasou has been very backward ; east and eold winds and rough
weather have prevailed, and the bait was at least two weeks later than usunal in the bay., On
account of thege and other unfavorable circumstances the whale catel in Provincetown neighbor-
hood has thus far been small.  Af 2 o’clock on a morning in May of last year the crew of the
schooner was aroused by ithe captain, the vessel then lyviug unear the wharves in Provineetown
ITarbor. Sho war got under way, and the spouting or ¢ blowing ' of a whale could be plainly
heard trom her deck. At once the chase begun, the experienced eaptain working in the dark, at
times with prospects of snecess, but without ftsattainment as the honrs passed. That thers wuas
more than one whale in the harbor was evident, and oue of them was a bumpback, a prize. indeed,
swnd much more valuable than a finback; yielding twice as mach of oil for the samesize of creature,
As dawn streaked and day opened, ouc after another various other craft in the harbor becamce
awakened to what was going on, and namerons boats’ crews put. off from the shore to join in a cbase
and possible capture, with the details of which they were perfectly familiar, und the tactics of
which were their comnmon practice.

“The first Tays of the sun {ell upon an exciting scene. There were a humpback whale and a
finback conrsing about the harbor, the latter fully 65 feet in lenpth. The ehasing boats and
vessels represented a great variety of craft, and a still greater variety of crews and individuals
engaged. There were tall, short, erocked, lank, old, and youug boat-stecrers; far men puffing at
praddles, and lean men tugging at long oars., Exeitement, emulation, and eompetition roused all
these men to prodigious efforts, and, in their anxiety and enthusiasm, they manifested the most
singnlar traits and cut the oddest pranks. The finback led them a desperate chase, now here, now
thers, until hours had slipped away, and he was not canght, although the very élite of Cape
Cod gkill in whale capture, aided by cxperienced veterans of the northern and Taeifie fleets, had
lent a hand. Away over on the east side of the harbor the humpback was finally stricken, a bomb.
lance entering his huge body, shattering his backbone in the explosion, and the monster died
instantly. A vigorous and trinmphbaut yell annomneed the capture, but the finback escaped. The
schooner then proeseded ontside, and followed the shore towards the Race.

“ From the time of leaving the harbor until noon not a whale was sighted, The waters of a
_bond inshore were appareutly no more free of the ereatures than was Cape Cod Bay at that time.
About noon it felt flat calm, and the achooner drifted lazily. But as the early afternoon advapecd
the ery of ‘ Blowa! awoke every man to the knowledge that an immediate change in the status
might be at hand. The sun was burning hot, and- the face of the bay like a mirror. In less time
after the first ery than it takes to tell the ineident no less than fifteen ¢ blows’ were connted, and
whales were in abundance on every hand.

“The boat, which had been towing astern, was nt once occupied, and the advance, which
bromised the fairest suecess, was made withont delay. The spouting colnmns appeared at regular
intervals, and soon the boat was in close proximity. Headway was stopped, the oarsmen
exchanged their oars for stumpy paddles, like those with which an Indian manages his canoe,
and every one of them took his seat upon the gunwale of the boat, paddle in hand, ready for
orders, The captain took his stand forward, gun in hand, ready to discharge the lanece at the first
favorable opportunity. The whales (there were & pair of them, male and femals, as it proved)
Wwere sportive, and at once began a reconnaissance of the boat. They would ink about 10 feet below
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the surface, roll partly upon one side, and east an eye upward, as if Bpecﬁlating upon the apparition,
and oeccagionally come up, blow, and roll lazily under again. Their cvery motion eould be plainly
aeen while they wera under water, and their movements anticipated. The captain singled out the
female, the largest and best animal, and thenceforth all attention was paid to her movements. At
last she came slowly to the sarface, just moved her immense tail with the necessary motion to
change ler direction, and started dirertly across the bow of the boat, under the very nosc of the
captain. A straightforward bow shot was what he had been waiting for, and in an instant the gun
wag at his shoulder. Up to this moment the men had all been guided by expressive wavings of the
captain’s hand; and his every motion was watched as men wateh for a drop to fall during an
execution. As the gigantic finback passed-—she proved to be upwards of 65 feet in length—she
rolled slightly to one side, and threw up the flipper nearest the captain as a man would throw up
the elbow of his bent arm to a level with the shoulder. Quick ag thought the eaptain fired, the
lance struck the huge carcass just under the flipper and entirely disappeared, and the empty gun
was flung along the botiom of the boat.

o Instantly the captain was standing on the bow deck, harpoon in hand. The whale was
motionless, apparently with absolute astonishment. In this moment of quiet, which could not be
prolonged, the boat slightly advanced, the captain’s both hands arese high in the air, the harpoon
descended directly downward, and the whale was transfixed, the iron entering her body near the
tatl. The lanee had seemingly hardly left the gun at greater speed than the initial movement of
that whale when conseiousuess was aroused. The whale line attached te the harpoon was eoiled
with characteristic care in two tuobs nearly amidships, led aft around the loggerhead in the stern
deck, and then forward through a notch in the extreme bow. ont of which it was kept from slip-
ping by a pin passed throngh the two upper parts of the erotch.  Instantly every man was stand-
ing along this line, grusping it with hat in hand to preserve it from the intense friction. The
loggerhead was kept constantly wet, and a man stood over it, hatehet in hand, to eut. npon the first
« foul,’ or other indication of extreme danger. And now appeared the wisdom of the movements.
The lance had entered the vitals of the whale, inflicting, it was well known, a terrible internal
wound upon its explosion. Had this not been the case, and only the harpoon beld the whale, she
wonld have finished the race incontinently by obliging the erew {o slip the line, or be drawn
under water, As it was, she must soou come up for further action. To appreciate the sitnation
that ensued, you shonld have seen that boat go through the water; that is, you should have been
seated upon one of her thwarts or along ber bottom. The whale moved forward and also down-
ward, and the water was theni many fatkoms deep, The downward movement, of course, depressed .
the bow of the boat, and the immediate danger was from being drawn nnder by motion too swift to
allow the eutting of the sarface. At onee a gresttrongh was made in the smooth sea by the flying
craft, the boat ocenpying the eaviry, and from both her sides a sloping bank of water, inclining
outward and upward, scemed builded about her, To one sitting npon a thwart and looking out-
ward, the surface of the bay reemed just opposite the line of bis eyes, 8o great was the depression
of the trongh. :

% Now, then, a sheer of the whale and the boat wonld take water at once over the side. The
forward movement became too swifty, the bow too much depressed. Fathom after fathom was
allowed to slip around the Joggerhead, until 50, 60, 80, 100 fathems Lad been paid ont, and three
or four minntes had elapsed. The whale liad been struck off the Bace, and had started acroas
the bay in the direction of Plymouth. X _

“At the end of the time indicated the line began $o slack and the whale to move npward from
the bottom of the bay, Still, hdwever, she tore onward. As fast as could be the line was haunled
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uwpoti, and all possible taken in. Andwow the whale is upon the sarface, and great jets of almost
pure blood, red and arterial, rise in the air and fall backward upon her head and shoulders.
That tells the story. The boat rushes forward, and now seems to be fioating in blood, so thick
have the waters become with it, and the smell arising is deadly sickening and slmost suffocating
to the inexperien:sed.

“Down again the creature goes, to remain abouat the same time as at first. The apeed hardly
diminishes. Up again she comes, and now the noise of her spouting is as of huge pipes obstructed,
and soon great clots of blood and substance fall as before upon the surface of the water. Every
muscle in every man is as tense as whalebone, and every nerve like stee], Hach says to himself,
Will the end never come ¥

A breeze is rising on the eastern board, but its outer edge is still far from the schooner.
The two men left on board the latter have headed her in chase of the boat, but sbe is soon bull-
down in the view of the boat’s crew. No matter. There are sueccessive risings of the whale at
more frequent intervals, and now it is largely water that she spouts, and the wonder is if she has
a0y more blood left in her carcass. Usually when a finback is killed the body sinks at once, and
does not rise again for forty-eight honrs; and every lahce is stamped with its owner’s initials,
that ecarcasses found may be identified. Otker varieties of whale, having more blubber, do not
sinlk, at least not so readily.

“An idena strikes the captain. ¢ This whale,” he says, ‘has lost so much blood that I do not
believe she will sink, and 1 will {ry an experiment. He means that be will not haul up to the
animal by the harpoon line and dispatch her with another lance; but that he will follow her till
she dies of exhaustion and her present wound.

*Buddenly the whale turns sgnare about, and starts back towurd the Race. There is gome
confasion, a slacking and jerking of the line, and all at once the harpoon slips, and whale and
boat are parted. And now the men growi and lower at the eaptain, for allowing their hard-earned
prize thus to escape. But he knows that a short time must decide the contest and that the whale
must soon die.

*#8he is followed by her frequent spoutings of black blood and matter, and, her speed slack-
ing, the chase draws upon her. She atops. Will the captain give her another lance? The
proposal is useless, for her death flurry is begun, and it will soon be seen whether the experiment
of the captain is to result favorably.

“And now she leaps full length out of the water, and falls prone upon it with a crash like a
falling building, The surface is streaked and torn with fosrn mingled with blood. She stands
ow upon her head, now upon her tail; like lightning she darts hither and thither. Bhe sinks
and rises, gpouts and half rolls over. Every man is in position to keep elear of her, if in ler frevzy
she blindly comes their way, *For (God’s sake, captain, look out!’ sbouts one; *here she comes!’
The warning is justified; she is coming fall head toward the Loat., But momently she staggers,
ceases effort; her motion slows; she rolls three-quarters over, and lies dead in the middle of Mas.
sachusetts Bay,

“The schoaner is oat of sight. From 3 o’clock nntil 5 she has been battling for life, and leading
her capturers such o chase as the world cannot equal under other conditions., The breeze—a atiff
vaster-—has arrived. The whale muogt be towed home, but it is a serious matter with oars and
only the boat, Happily she has shut her mouth in dying, sod will tow easier in consequence,
The captain’s experiment has worked well, and this was about the only finback captared in these
waters that season without sinking,
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“PBut the breeze brings the schooner, after a somewhat dblind chase. Provincetown Harbor
is reached next morning, aml the whale landed at the try-works.  There is no room here for further
detail or descriptivt. The captain is al this very moment croising 1or whales off Grand Menan,
witiy a beiter Provinectows selbooner than he had lagt year.  Bnt he has taken 90 barrels in Mas-

sachusetts Bay the present season”
COART OF LHODE ISLAND AND NEW YOLLK.

Witales ave freguently becn taken by vessels soon after starting on their voyages from Now
Bediord awd other ports, and sometimes schools of whales are seen close inshore.  OF late years
110 orgattized effort has been made to engrage in shore whaling, thougly during the Last century the
coast of Long Island was o favorite place lor this fishery

The foilowing clippings mention the captare of & right: whale at Newport, and the appearance
of o seliool of whales at thoe enfrapece of Tong island Soand:

“The whale, which for several day s hud been sporting in our river, was cuptured on Monday
Lust in tise style by @ boat’s crew of young men from Newporl., Mr. OGliver Potter laid the boat
alongeide as the whale came up, and Mr, Thomas White fastened the harpoon iuto her side.  After
running the boat some distance she was lanced and carried into Newport.  The whale is of the
right sort, about 44 feet long, aud raled ot 70 barrels ot oll. A mumber of gentlemen of this town
have made arrangements to gratify the enriosity of those whe may wish fo see this ereature of
the decp, andd it will be exhibited fov several days in a eonvenient place at Fox Toim

A Uonnesticul paper, dated Angust 16, 1875, states that the sKippey of the goop Apnie, of
Saybroak, Conu., reports a large schiool of whales in close proximity to home. Monday, while
widway between Sontheast Point, Bloek lsland, and Montank, a school of whales, nombering
probably tldrty-five, was seen from the Annie’s deck, gamboling near the DLlock Tsland shore,
whenee they had been Inred, it iz supposed. by the prospect of a good feeding-ground. In the
sehool very few finbacks or humpbaeked whales were to bo seen.  The majority werelarge whales,
some of thew being not less than 70 fvet in Jength.  Boatmen report it as b eominon occurreltes
to gee two or Lhree fntacks in company in the race, but the appearance of so many large whales
s g now expericnee” _

GOAST OF NEW JTERSEY.

The owly record wo kave of shore-whaling on this coast is that furnished by Mr. Earll, who,
while visiting the coast in 1380, learued that between 1310 and 1820 Capt. John Spragune, of
Manahawikiy, with 4 crew of geven men, followed wialing exclusively for a fow years, with fair
results. They had a camyp and try-works on the shore, and were provided with a whale-boat, in
which thiey put off trom the beuck whenever a whale wad seem.

COART OF NORTH (AROLINA,

The whale-fisheries of Beaufort seem to bave been prosecuted coutinuouﬂy for a loug period
of years, and the oldest inhabitauts are unable to give any information of their origin, There
hag never beet any extensive business, and the fishing has Deen coufined wholly to small boats
woing ot from the shore, with the exception of fwo vessels run during a few mouths each. The
fivst was the Daniel Webster, 2415 tons, that fitted out for whnling in the winter of 187475, with
woerew from Provineeiown, Mass, bat after three months’ eruising she gave it up wnd retarned to
FProvincetown, having taken nothing, The next vessel, the Seychille, 47.07 tons, came to Beaufort
in the winter of 1578-'79, but wus lost in the August storm of 1879, having taken nothing.
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Thie usual plan iz for the tisirermoen to establish canps smong the ssnd Hills along the shore
between Cape Lookout amd Little Rivers wliere thoy Hve ttam she st of Felbrnory to the bast of
April. When the season arvives for whaiing, tree crews o =ixomen each anile to farm o camp,
and proceed o ikl a hiouse one of rashes (o gome desivabie beation niear e shiove, for pratection
aguinst the wenther,  Their Doats, n=ualliy three fir vumber, and Lheir anplanents, are pliced in
readliness on the beaeh, aind a lovkout selected, where one i is stationed, to give the signal if
the whales come in sight,

At this season of the vear the whales are moving northward, and o heir wigrations often
comn¢ witliin a sbort distance of thie sbore, where they are pursued and often eapiured by the
fisheripen,  As soon as the whale is barpooned the $drog™ i throwe over, snd when he tnrs o
fight the fislermen, anned with guus. sboot bin with explosive eartridges, and, after killing lLiim
with their lanees, tow him to the sore, where they tey him out.

‘The anmber of crews varies with the scason, it formerly averaging bt 1wo or three, of
eightieen men eacht.  In the spring of 1870 four crews were engaged in this fishery, and five
whales were taken.

In the spring of 1850 there were six crews of 108 men stationed betwecn Cape Hatteras and
Bear Inlet, but the season being unusaally open, most of the whales had passed before the fisher-
men came on the shore, and buf one was taken, the hooe and oil selling for $408,

The vearly cateh of late I3 about fonr whales. averaging 1,800 gallons of oil and 530 pounds
of bone eacl, giving the cateh a valve of £4,500, The shares usnally range from thirty to forty,
as follows: Each boat one share, the gun two rhares, the gunner an extra share, and each steers-
man an additional one-half share, the men all receiving ove share each,

The whaling-gun was introduced into thoe loeality Ly the schooner Daniel Webster, of Prov-
incetown, in 1874.

COAST OF SOUTH UAROLINA AND GEORGIA,

There are no regilar whaling-camps on this eoast, but whaling vessels from the north often
eruise a short distance off Port Ruyal, 8. C., and Bruuswick, Gu., sometimes meeting with good
success. These vessels are of the smaller class, ranging from 53 to 117 tons, and apend the winter
and early spring months Lelore their departere for the off slhiore grounds in capturing whales
near the bars off this eoast. They were forinerly in the habit ot going fo Fernandina, Yla., every
full to ship their oil and bone to the North, hut owing to the yellow fever at that place some of
them came to Brumswick, (ia,, in 1876, and one of them sceured a whale in this tieinity. The
foHowing year two vessels came in Jauwary and remained till the widdle of March, gotting one
whale. The third year two whales were canght by the same vessel, and in 1379 four vessels
visited the locality, and had taken up to March 1, five whales yielding 226 barrels of oil and 2,750
pounds of bone. The whaling.groond is on & bar only ubout 4 miles from the shore. A whale
after being captured by the whalemen in boats, is towed by the vessel into the sound and there
stripped of blubber and the oil tricd out,

Au exciting scene occurred at Charleston in the spring of 1850, which is thus described in the
Sharteston News of Jununary S :

“ UNUSUAL SPORT IN CEARLESTON FAARBOR.—Several days ago the almost mmprecedented
presence of a whale in Charleston Harbor wuy anvounced. Whether driven here by stress of
weatlier, seeking misanthropic seclasion from his kind, or on an expioring expedition, will never
be known, but his presence was a liage black verity. Several timid and ineffectual attompts had
Leen made to eflect his capture or destritetion, bus all were fotile, until a regular hunt was

Smo. v, VOL. 1——4
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organized yesterday, Mr. Armstrong Hall, engincer, and Captain Smith, of the tug Royal Arch,
leading it. The attacking foree originally consisted of twe of Messrs, Bungs & Deolby’s row-boats,
sach manuned by three oarsien, an experienced and trustworthy eoxswain, and a man in the bow of
each armed with a harpoon. Other Louts with their crews joined in the chase, however, when the
wlhale was seet vear Fort Sumter aé about $.45 a. . e bad been fivst et and struck on the
bar, however, by the boats above mentioned at ahout 3 oclock, a harpoon aud live being made fast
in his body near the tail.  Purspit was continued, one of the hoats towing after the whale by the
line, and the other being roived to witlin o shoet distancs of hin as he would rise to blow, and the
harpoons being lannched at him whenever a fuvorable opportunity offered. Iuring the chase he
had been workiug Iis way to landward, and soon got in the sboal water near Fort Johnston, on
James Islaud. In lhis struggles he became entangled in the stous line attached to the harpoon,
and wonnd himself in it so that it eld Armly. e remained in the shoal water doving the morn-
ing, the line having been cut to save the boat during = “tnrry,” and in the afternoomn, at about
1.30 o’clock, an attempt was made to secure bim. Four steam-tugs—ihe Morgar, the Republic,
the Wade Hampton, and the Royal Arch—were present, besides prolbably fifty or sixty row-boats,
and a few smal) sailing eruft.

“The nrews of the eapiure had spread rapidly, and guite a erowd, including @ number of ladies,
gathered on the battery and watched éhe struggle that cnsued. The line was taken aboard and
made fast to one of the tags, which attempted to coax the fish toward the eity. But the stcamer
proved to be too unhandy for the delicate manipulation required, and the line was finaily snapped,
a pivce of sonsiderable length Leing left attached to the whale worn en freine. Then ensued a
geries of exeiting maneuvers, The tugs woull approach him in turn as opportunity offered, and
those aboard wonrld drive lances and larpoons at hin, with wore or less effect, or attempt to throw
preat running nooses over the finkes of his tail as they were thrust above the surface in the
ereature’s strnggles.  Ho indulged in a serics of the most extraordinary gymnastic performances,
turning complete somersanlts, and oceasienally stapding on his head, apparently for several
moments, with from 2 to 6 feet of Iiis tuil projecting above the water.

“Meantime, many of the small beats were dodging abont him, and missiles were hurled at
him whenever a fair chance was offered. Time and again barbed harpoons and the long keen
blades of lances were plunged into his sides and back, und time und again did they fail to hold,
being drawn back by the Hnes by their owners, He was slowly but sorely seuffling and turning
himself through the mwml, whioh was seen upon lis head several times, acrors the Ashley River
toward White Polnt Garden, the center of an ever-varying circle of all sorts of wraft, armed with
alt sorts of weapons, In his progress he ran under the bow of the seliooner Minnebhaha, where
eurnest efforts were nade to lasso him, 3 compliment which he veturned by standing on his head
and thrashing ber with his tail until she shook from stem to stern. He struck several blows
upon her jib-boom, whieh was dewaged sonewhat, the rigging thereabout being badly tern. He
would lash the wator with the flakes of his tail, making reports like the discharge of a musket,
and drenching all in his peighborbood. He came to the surface frequently to blow, which he
did with 8 noise resembling that made by the blowing out of steam from an engine, sending a
fonntain from each of his nostrils, At one time he got beneath the bow of oue of the t.ugs, lifting
it almost clear of the water, and a stroke of his fail wrenched off one of the cabin doors that
stood open. It is impossible to describe, and almost impossible te imagine, the tremendons force
of one of these strokes. The great volumes of water that rose after each showed the immense
strangth that was paot forth in them,
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“Two of the tugs ran over him, and the propeller of the Wade Hampton gave him several
blows, the effects of which were seen nupon his bleeding back as he next rose. The line had also
evidently chafed hitn cousiderably, the skin necar the tail being perceptibly raw from it 1t
appeared about this time as if he was almost exhausted, Ile would pow and then cease his
struggles entirely, and lie placidly upon the water with almost his entire body exposed, as it
resting. Observers could almost imagine that they could see him pant, and his snorts came in
quick succession, and seemed to have a ring of distress or despair i them. RBis motions, too,
were slower and more langnid, as if he were about Lo relinguish the unequal stroggle and die.

“ All this time the two boats thiut had originated the chase bad steadily followed him up, the
wen in the bows driving their long lances into his body near where their experience taught themn
was a vital poiut. Suddenly there was a cheer, One of the tugs rather involuntarily had gotten
ko close on him that the remainder of the line hanging to him was secured by a boat-hook, and
guickly spliced to another line on board. About half ay bour of pluaying hint followed, when the
line, whiclk had been stranded gradually, again parted. Ilalf a dvzen efforts were made to throw a
noose over his tail from the deck of the Wade Humpton, from which place such trifles as a rifle-bullet
or 50 and two or three balls from a large revolver were fired into him without perceptible effect.  Une
or two of the efforts to throw the noose over him were very nearly successful, but he seemed to
dodge beneath the water as it fell about him.

¢ Another eheer announced another apparent suceess. A lance thrust from one of the Bangs
& Colby boats had evidently struck him deeply, and the men in her yelled exultautly as they rap-
idly backed away. The blood poured out and dyed the water aronnd, and in a few seconds a
gigantic plume of crimson spray arose as he came up to blow. As he lifted his side from the water
and struck another gigantic blow, the blood could be seen pouring forth in a stream like that from
a stnall hose. e lay comparatively quiet, and another and stronger line was passed about him
from the Morgan. With this he was played for another half lour, during which fime the small
boats kept steadily striking him whenever he appeared, e had by this time changed his conrse
somew'hat, turning toward the cenier of the harbor, and erossing the stream across the bows of
the bark Framat, which he narrowly missed striking. .

tiThe confitsion of boats and lines was very great, tugs, bateans, and row-bouts being gath-
ered about the fish, alternately advancing and backing, amid a chaos of yells, oaths, cries of warn-
ing, and orders, the confusion being inereasdd when the object of all attention wonld suddenly
begin to lush the water or execute some fancy movement, cansing a wild scattering of craft on all
sides. That some one was not drowned or kpocked in the head is a sulject of general wonder,

“ Atlast, when just alongside the Wade Hampon, the whale, who had Iines enough about him
almost for u ship’s rigging, scemed suddenly to decide to free himself by cne mighty effort. loa
second almost the water for many feet about him became a mass of seetbivg, beaving foam. He
turned over and over, fuirly churned the sea with bis tail, threw first his uply bead, and then the
great black rubber-looking flukes far above the surfaee, and bent hitnself almost double, straight-
ening out again with terrific violence. When the spray and foam were gone and men bad an
opportunity to look, the Morgan’s line was found slack and broken, The whale had freed himself
and disappeared. His track was rapidly followed, the struggle having by this time been brought
to 8 point opposite the Soutliern wharves, wlich were packed with people.

“The game appeared once or twice at long intervals, and was finally come up with by the
pursners, now greatly diminished in numbers, ou the eastern side of Cooper River, near the
shore. Again the chase became hot, one or two strokes being given, and the Morgan running
over the whale again. Abont this time, however, he ran so close in that the tngs were afraid to
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follow, and stood idly m w distanes, Orly wboud seven row hoats wore now enguged o he hung,
thie others hinving retived froms it wmony the fow whieh S80S0l belug (bat Tnid hands upon
by the News aud Courier depatation. The fish turoed amd went down og Istand Choannel, the
varsmen prdiing stenstity and cheexily aftor hibu,

Rk of st U Wikat sport e eowparabe vty the rashe thivougl the waler after such huge
garne ax this, when tired museles forget their weariness and wre endowed with fresh life af every
sight of the great ead and every splash of the monster’s body 7 1Give away ! Give awoy with &
will " And with ears going, rlee @ntewales perting (he apooth water, which seewed to rash by, and
cvery berve and sinew tense amd firm, e chase followed, o one knowipg fatigue or stopping to
meastre distances o suel s ot. 2 Tast e boats huddle together, und spread again in ncirele
wa the fish is canghc up with, A momwent and Le appears, aud in ibat moment a long-hoat shoots
by Dis side, and the man in fhe bae, cool and steady, und with o deliberation that Jooks ernel,
plunges his lance into the mountain of Hesl, while the onrs are bweked with a rush and surge, and
the eratt ghides away,  Agein aied pgaitt s s repeated, The bouwls woving ia o continnal sewmi-
gircle, hemmuuy the gread Gebin, and Jurming @ barrier, which he condd buesi like pack-thread if
he koew if, to the deop water where his safely and vest Heo Slowly he works out, tacking this
way anl that, aud gelting the merciless sjcel npon almost every reappearauce.

CHe was evidenily woeakening thiv dime,  Bis plinges Beneatl the water wepe shorter and
shorter i durasica, and he secued to gasp e breath as be came up. At last & bare-footed sailoy
in one of the st two boats, the an whe struek the firgt blow in Lthe moraing {{arrison, of North
Caroling), drave bis binee bowe, The boap backed away, bnt there war no need-for it. An inert:
Dack mass lay upon the marface, moving geutly with the molion of the water,  1ead at lust.

“ Then the boats rusbed in ood elisicred around the dead giant. Fire Royal Areh came uj,
and frow ber Qeck sopne one fived o yifle-hali into the whale’s back. There was something like s
shadder, a feeble serpentive motion of e body, snd then stillness,  This was just at sunset, off
Hhern Creek, on the eash sbore, spd chear after cheer drose, the whistle of the tag joining in the
trinmphal chorus,  Lines were guickly made fust about the great body, and it was towed to Sulli-
van's Istand, where 6 will remain o poart of to-day,

“The fish is g f right whale  As woell as coudd be estimated 1ast night his length is from 40 to
50 feet, and the thickness of his bady from 30 to 15 feet,  This eaptors estimmate that he will yield
from $600 o 2300 worth of «il.  Wiwn sxamined after death the body and sides of the monster
were found to be chickly seamed and scarred e evers direction with the rparks of the lances,
harpoons, and hooks, showing that the hanters liad aimed well”

COARE OF CALIFORNIA.
By Pavie 8 Jornax.

According to Captain Scammon “ slore-whaling was commencest at Monterey, in the year
1851, by Captaiu Davenport, foroerly @ Whaling-niaster of naeh exporience and enterprise. The
whales were pursued in boats trow the shore, and when captured were towed to the beach and
Hensed, much in the syine ntnner, doubtless, us it had been done by our New Englﬂ,nd whalers
more 1han one hendved aud fiffy years ago. At the poiut where the enormouns carcass was
stripped of ite faf, urose the whaling-station, where try-pots were set ju rude furpaces, fo.rmed of
rocks and clay, aud capacions vats were made of plunks, to receive the Dinbber. Large mincing-
tubs, with mincing-borses and mincing-koives, cutting spades, ladles, bailers, skimmers, pikes, and
gafls, with other whaling implements, surrounded the try-works; and near by, w low structure,
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covered with brushwood, constituted the stove-lhouse for oil. A light shionty, with four com-
partments, served the pmrpose of wash-room, diving-rooni. store-roonn. and cooper’s shop, and n
sort of capstaus, termed ferubs,” were used in liew of the sLip's windhiss, wherehy the falls to the
heavy cutting-tackies were hove in, when fastened 1o the binnket-piece, whiel served to roll the
massive forms of the eaptured animaks ou the beach doring the process of flensing.”

“TFrom this experiment of leea! whaling,” eontinnes Scammon, eaprang up o svstem of <hore
or coast. whaling, whick hag been poosecnted for over twenty vewrs 18740 and which extends
from Half-Moon Bay (latitude 37° 307, ou the penih. to Point Abandi {Eubude 322 204, in Lower
California?  In 1874 there were “eleven whuling partics seattered alog this belt of coast,
located at HalfMoon Bay, Pigeon Poivi, Mouterey Doy ttwo), Curmed {aas, San Sinreon, San
Luis Obispo, Golets, Portngoese Dend (pear S Pedro), San Diego, und Point Abandu. The
nrganization of each party is weariy vu (he o phan s that of the whale-ship's ofticers and erew,
all being paid a certain share, or -Joy,! which corvesponds to the pesition or ndividual services
rendered by each member. A - whaling company,” ag in s teried. eomsists ol one capiain, one
mate, 5 cooper, two boat-stecrers, and eleven wen s frou these, Two whale-boats are provided with
crews of &ix mwen cach, leaving four hands on shore, who take their turn at the lookout station, to
watch for whales, aud attend o Doiling out the Dlubber when a whale is eanghr. The stock of
the company eonsiats of Doats. whaling implements. 2ud whaling geur, Which ix divided ivto six-
teew equal shares, and the {lay? of each member is the same. The eaptuin and mate, howover,
ure paid a boons of 200 or 300 for the term of engagement, which ix one vear, and they are also
exempt from all expeuses of the company,

*The whaling year begins on the 1st of April, this being wbout the time that the California
gray whales Dave all passed toward the Aratie Qeean, and the humplack whales Degin their
northern passage. Tho eruising Hmits of the local whalers exteud from near the shore line to 10
miles at sew. At dawn of day (he boats may be secn, wareening amler o press of sail, or pro-
pelled over the updulating gronud-swell by the Tong measured strokes of oars, until they reach
the usual whaling-ground, where the day ix passed plying o and tro, unless the uhijects of pursait
aie met with.  Bach boat is furnished with Greeners harpoonegun. mounied at (he how, besides
the bomb-gun in general use, which imparis to them more of @ military appenrance than the nseal
arpect of a whaling craft,  Geverally, whales ave firsl seen from the bonts, but oceasionally they
e discovered by the man on watceh at the station, who signals 1o the boats Ly means of a flag
clevated upon a pole, with which he runs toward the guarter wherd the whales are BCOL D OT &
serier of signals are made from s tull flag stall,

“The cetaceons animals ffequenting the coast, having been so lony and constanily pursued,
are exceedingly wild and difficult to approach, and were iU not for the ntility of Greener’s gun
the coast fishery would be abandoned. it hejtg now next to impossibic (e - strike’ with the and.
Larpoon, At the present time {18%4)4f the whale ean be approxched within 304 yards it is con-
sidered to be in reach of the gou-Jrarpoon. . When the gunner fires, it he hits hix gome, the next
offort made is to liaal up near cnough to shoot o bomb-lance fute a vital part, whieh, if it explodes,
completes the capture; but it the first bomb fails the second or third one does the fatal work.
The prize is then towed to the station, and, if it be night, it is secored to one of the huoys, placed for
the purpose, a litle way {rowm the surf, where it remaing antil daxlight, or until snch time as it is
wanted to be stripped of its blubber. The whales gonerally taken by the shore parties are homp-
backs and California grays; but ogeasionally a right whale, a finback, o 2 sulpbur-bettom iw
Caplared, -
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“ The lecalities of =everad of the statiens are quite pieturesque. Some of them are nearly
coneealed from seaward view, being ingide some rocky reef, or behind a jagged noint, with its oat-
lying rocks, upon which each suecersive wave dashes its foam, ag if forbidding tte approach of
ship or boat. The one which most interested us is Lalf hidden in a little nook, on the southern
horder of the Bay of Carmel, just south of Point Pinoes. SBeattered around the foot-hills, which
come to the water's edge, are the neatly whitewashed eabins of the whalers, nearly all of whom
are Portuguese, from the Azorcs or Western Islands of the Atlantic.  They have their families with
them, and Leep a pig, sheep, goai. or cow prowling around ihe premises: these, with a small
garden-pateh, yielding principally corn and pumpkins, make np the general picture of the hamlet,
which is 2 paradise 1o the thrifty elan in eowparison with the homes of their ehildhood. It is a
pleasant retreat from the rough voyages experienced on board the whalewhip. The surrounding
natural scenery is broken into majestie spuars and peaks, like their own native jsles, with the
valley of the Rio Carmel a little boyondd, expanded into landscape loveliness,

“TUuder a precipitons blnff, close to the water’s edge, is the station, where, upod a stope-laid
quay, ® erected the whole establishment for eutting-in and trying-out the blubber of tho whales.
Instead of roiling them npon the beaeh, as is nsnally done, the enfting-tackles are suspended from
an elevated beam, whereby the carcass is rolled over in the water—when updergoing the process
of flensing—in a manner similar to that alengside a ship. Near by are the try-works, sending
forih volumes of thick black smoke from the scrap-fire upder the steaming caldrons of boiling oil.
A little to one side js the primitive sterehounse, eovered with cypress bonghs. Boals are hapg.
ing from davits, some resting on the quay, while others, fully equipped, swing at their moorings in
the bay. Beaward, on the vrest of a cone-shaped bLill, stands the signal-pole of tbe lookont station,
Add to this the cutfing at the shapeless and half-putrid mass of a mutilated whale, together with
the men shouting and heaving on the capstans, the screawming of gulls and other sea fowl, mingled
with the poise of the surf about the shores, and we bave a picture of the general life at a California
coast-whaling station.”*

In 1879 shore whale-fisheries Were, or had lately been, in operation at the following points on
the coast of California:

(n} Sante Towas, in Lower California, aboat 35 miles south of San Diego.

(&) Cojo Vigjo, in Sapta Barbara County, just sonth of Point Conception and 51 miles west of
Santa Darbara, - '

{¢) Port Starford, in San Luis Obispo County.

(1} San Simeon, in San Luis Obispo County,

() Carmelo Bay, in Monterex County,

{(f) Monterey, in Monterey County.

There have been whale-fisberies also at the following points :

{a) Ballast Point, at Ban Diego,

(b} Dead Man's Island, in San Pedro Bay, Los Angeles County.

{¢) Poringuese Bend, jurt north of San Pedro Bay, n Los Angeles County.

(@) Geleta or Moore’s Landing, 8 miles west of Santa Barbara, in the same county.

{#) Point Bor, i Ban Lnis Obispo County.

(f) Pigeon Point, in Ban Mateo County.

(9) Half-Moon Bay, in San Mateo County.

* BoaMmOR 1 Marine Mammalia, pp. 247-250,
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The first shore-whaling camp on the California ecast was establislied Iy Capt. Joseph Clark.
near Mouterey, about the year 1851.* From Monterey Captain Clark went fo San Diege and
thence to Portnguese Bend., He went to San Simeon about 1564,

Capt. Frauk Anderson, who I8 said to be now the most experienced whaling captain ou the
coast, is a pative of the Azores Islands, his Portugnese name having heen dropped on naturalization
in the United Btates, as is the general costom among the natives of the Azores.  He was at first a
whaler on ships from New Bedford, then came to Californix in 1866, and since 1873 Le bas had
chiarge of whaling-camps as captain. Ife was at San Imis Obsipo until 1874, at Portuguese
Bend till 1877, and at Pigeon Point till 1879, when he with his entire company removed fo Coijo
Viejo.

The San Diego fishery was established by Captain Clark about 1858, In 1869 the whalers
were driven off from Ballast Peint in Janunary, thie land being taken for-Governmeni. purposes,
The company lost the rest of that year; then they went to Santo Tomas, in Mexico, at whicli point
a company has been most of the time subseguently, but Captain Anderson is informed that they
have now suspended. Before the arrival of this party at Santo Towas, another party, nnder Cap-
tain Price, bad been theve in 1564 and 1865. The Mexican Government charged a fec of about
£50 atnually, and the United States customs officers at. San Fraueiseo admitted the oil free of duty,
althongh shipped from a Mexican port, #in consideration of the fact that they were Americans
and poor men whe worked fur their living,” Thir privilege was afterwards refused to certain San
Francisco capitalists.

In 18G6 a station existed for a short. time on Dead Man's Islaud. a etecular rock rising in San
Pedro Bay.

Portuguese Bend is an unusually good station for winter whaling, although little comes there

in summer. While there Mr. Anderson used to work only in winters, In the three winters,
December to April, spent there, 2,166 barrels of oil were obtained, -

Pigeon Point bas many aummer whales, but the water is too rongh in winter. The first year
1,000 barrels were obtained ; the secound vear 564, In 1877, in the month of September, & whale
120 feet lonyg is reported by the New Bedford Standard to have been ¢ towed into Pigeon Point
for the whaling company, making two whales at anchor at that port.”

Goleta was not a very good statlon. The eamp came abonf 1870 and Lroke up in 1878.
There were three companies there in all, the first of Jamaica negroes. One winter 450 barrels
were obtained there.

Whaling was practiced is Los Angeles County for a time, but was discoutinned in 1876,

The following species of whales are found on the Pacific coast:

(1) Bperm whale, hot taken by shore camps.

(2) Bumphack whale, or summer whale.

(3) Gray whale, or devil fish, s0 ealled because it fights harder than the others.

(4) Right whale, not often seen,

(5) Sulpliur-bottom whale (Sibbaldiue sulfurcus Cope). Large, S0 to 110 feet long. Twelve
of them were taken at Pigeon Point, but none yet at Oojo. They pass by going north in April
and soath in the fall. They are hard to hold or tow, because when dead the nnder jaw drops
down.

{(6) Finback. Two struck at Cojo, but lost in deep water. They are very slim, with but
little blubber, 100 to 120 feet Jong, and make abort 30 barrela of oil.

*Boammon saya the firet camp was established by (aptaiv Daveuport, at Monterey, in 1851
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(%) Bl’;“’]l‘_‘.:l(L seen only in Aretic regions.

(8) Nusswant whale.  Scarce apd ondy in Arecke regions. Very lavge.

The humpback whale goes nporth in sunimer, returning in the fall. Some migrate as far as
Alagka, but wany not 1.,(_!.\'{111(1 Puint Coneepeion.  This is therefore almost the only species taken
in sumwer, Four ave been taken at Cojo this year.  The cows ave about 50 feet long, and the ball
wlhales sboni 45, The former produee about 70 barrels of oil, the bulls about kalf ax manch. The
four talen af Cujo prodneed 148 barrels of pil.  This specics waus formerty mech more abundant than
now.  Since 1875 i1 has beeome guite seavee.  The whalebone of this species iz black, it of Hitle
value; said £o be wortly (045 per pound in Japan, bul not worth shipping.  The oil of this species
is white nnd guite thick, The reddish and thinuer il of the gray whale sclis more readily, but
both bring the same price. The oil of the rulphur-botton whule is like lard, and becomes golid
in cold weather. Al these oifs are ehictly used in rope-making; some of it in leather working.
The oil made from blubber is more valuable than that taken from the inside, and is kept sep-
arate from the latter. The gray whale is wsually about 45 feet long, the bulls 35, They gen-
erally follow the line of the edge of the kelp in going southward,  There are usually two or three
together,  # They feed onsurdines and shrimps.”  They go southward from December to February
to calve in the Grltof Culifornia. Then they return northward frowm the latter part of February
to May. The most of Vebruury is » slack time” when few are seen, When they return north-
ward the cows aml calves nspally keep well oot to sea, the bulls farther toward shore. The
whalebone of this specics is white, scanty, aud worthless. A gray cow wlhale sometimes yvields
abrt 90 Ieirrels of 0il; o bl Jess than half as much.

CavP a7 Coro Visro—The compty copsists of twenty inen ju winter and eighteen in
suvtier,  Fifteen of these constitule the management, own the property, and share the proceeda
cquadly. Caprain Anderson is cmployed by these, veceiving 100 iy cash and onc-sevenieenth of
all receipts (sthove freights and commission), There are two othepy recej'\'jug oue ibirty-fitth of
the proveeds, one ouedortieth, and another one fitty-Gth.  Two Chinmpen also accompany the
e, receiving for their services the sinews of the whale, which are shipped to China, supposably
for soup. These sinews used to selt af 30 cents per pound Lo the Chinese in San raneisco, then
at 40 cents, and afiepwards there was ne market. They are now worth about 25 cents per pound
i Han Franciseo, and are said to xell av &L per pound in Ghina.  There are 20 to 30 pounds of
stunews in o whale,

The whole company at Cojo eame originally from thie Azores, with the exception of two or
thyee frour the Madetrar,  The same persons coustitated the compuny on Pigeon Point. The com-
pany lave sl for themselves o Iarge house, in which they eat angd sleep, atil store their guns
and harpoows. Beside thisothe captain, who i accompazied by hig wifie, Lag # sepaiate smaller
Bouse, and the Chimese another atter their fasldon. Thess are o g Blaff whove the bheseh. On a
CHHT above i~ o shintporty where two men wareh for whales,  On ihe Beaeh below are {he Lettles
for fraing rhe o, the barrels, mud other things of that sort. 1o o ditile lngana are the two whale-
boats pog in se,

The entire outfil cost aboat 2,000, exclusive of the honses, &e. The total expenses of the camp
are FLO00 10 F5,000 yeurly, There are four wiuding bouts, twe Bieing in nse eacl balf of the year,
while the otliers are bejug repaired, painted, & These were made in New Bedford, where ihey
cost 145 each, bnt cost 2200 4t San Francisen.  The ontfit of 2 bouat when remly to attack o
winle s worth abont 8600, It consists of eizht bomb-lances, two harpeons, one 200-fathom lise,
twa guns, a swivebgnun, worth 2200, for the harpoons and large Lombs, und a smaller gan, worth
853, for the bomlilanees, The smaller bowb-lances are made in N orway, and come twenty-five in

-
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a box, at $94 per box. These are shot at the whale from a sbort thick gun, held at the shonlder,
They explode in the flesh of the whale, “disgusting Lim,” bnr uot usrally killing him.  Of the
sixteen gray whales thus fur taken at Cojo, thers was Lot ovue wbieh did not have sears from
bomb-lanee wovads, The whales are becoming so shy, ithat these things ean rarely be shot elosely
enough to prove effectual.  These bomlr-iances are a Litle over a foot fong. A mmeh larger homb-
lange, holding a pound of powder, invented by Avderson, and made for him in Norway, is used
by this camnp. It is fired from the swivel-gun, and wsoally kills the whale,  They cost 83 each.

The harpoons are usually mueh more e¢ffeetnul.  The sort used, differing somewhat from any in
use in the Atlantie, is manufactured in Cambria, in Sau Luis Obispo Coanty. A rope is fastened
to this, and it is shot from the large swivel-pun ot the whale, These harpoons fued from guns
liave been in nse on the eoast since abow 1868 the Canbrid harpoon by Anderson sinee about
1872, The harpoons cost &) each. Some ol them have bueen used five times, bt oceasionally
one is hopelessly bent, or the rope holding it is broken,  The swivelgun is made in England. 1t
is placed in the bow of the boat; sometimes men are killed by the reesil. Oune man in Ander-
son’s eamp was kicked in the chest by it and dicil of henrorrhage.  The Larpoun weighs 7 to 9
ponnds, the rope about 37 pounds. The gon will not shoot well more than 150 feet, the deflec-
tion of the projectile preventing it from striking squarely at a preater distance. At a distance of
more than 90 feet it is necessary to aim above the whale.  TUnless the whale is held by a line, it is
likely to sink when dead, and in rough weather ir is hard to prevent them from sinking even
when 8o held. Harpoons are thrown by hand only when necessary to hold up dead whales. The
whale-lines are Lronght from Now Bedford.

The company arrived at Cojo from Pigeon Doint April 25, 18T, und devoted the following
summer to getting ready for work.  ‘FPhe following ate the dates when whales were canght ; homp-
buck whales, October 18 and 24, two on each day : California gray whales, ou December 14,21, 24,
=&, and 29, Jaunary 5, 0, 10, 12 (two whales), 14, 15, 21, 22 23 Febroary 1 making u total of
twenty whales up to February 14, A camp is considered o do well /' obtaining fifteen whales
per year. The rent of the land, with privilege of garden, cow.pasture, and firewoed, is nsually
abont 8100 per year, but is ondy &1 at Cojo.

The oil is barreled, and being rolled into the surf is taken on & lighter and transferrved 10 a
San Franeiseo steater and consigned (¢ parties i Ban Francisco for sule.  Op Jannary 23 there
were shipped 3,283 gallons; Tebrnary 2, 13,5344 galions; now on hand, 315 gallons; total prod.-
uct, April to Febrnary, 17,1344 gallons, worth about 45 eents per gallon in San Francisco. The
bones of the whale are worth abont #10 per ton for soap-making in San Franeisco, Lut their
shipment from Cojo is not considered profitalie.

CARMELO CAMP.—At the sonth end of the Bay of Carmelo is a whaling-camp, consisting of
feventeen men all told; ail Portuguese, from Azores Islands, communded by Captain Mariano.
The ontfit is owned by a company of four, of whoem Mariano is one, and the rest are cuiside
parties.  The other sixteen are hired on different Inyr, averaging onedifticth. The captain receives
one-fifteentl. During the past year they have canglit three bmnpback, one finback, and three
gray whales, one of the humpback whales in the spring, which is wsusual. Two hoodred barrels
of oil have Deen ebtained, the linbaek viclding 30 barrels of o lighter oil, hut selling for no more.
This company runs from October to March ouly, the men then disbunding and going elsewhere,
They have two whaling boats ouly, and use the harpoons made by (5. W, Procior, at Cambria or
San Mareos, and also sometimes those made by Merettd, in Monterey.,  Carmelo is a very good
Wwhaling-station, inferior to Monterey only, but there is not g0 good o ehance for long chases of
whales. Three right whales were seen this vear, but none eaught.  Last year Mariano’s company
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wag at Point Sur, farther south in Monterey County. There are many whales af Point Sur, bat
the coast ix very rugged and the wea runs very high, se fhat for mueh of the winter the boats had
to be hauled ont of the water and the men dared not venture out.  In 187879 at Point Suar, one
bumpback, three gray, and a right whale were taken, and in 1871-775, at Point Sur, one gray and
one-sulphur bottom. One large man-eater shark (Carcharodon rondeleti) was taken by the whalers
at Carmelo last year.

MONTEREY WHALIKG COMPANY.—Another whalibg-eamp is at Mouterey. This consists of
twenty-three men all told, all Portugnese, and all bnt ope from the Azores. Thia company has
ne eaptain, but their most efiicient. man, Mr. Verissimo, is made secretary, having eharge of all
business and receiving no salary. The three lLoatlheaders in the company receive a lay of one
twenty-third, the cook is hired ontright, snd the residue of receipts are divided equally among the
other mineteen who own the outfit. This company, with changing membership. has been in
Monterey since 1855. Verissimo hag been lere sinee 1867, This year fourteen whales have been
obtained from September to April—seven gray whales (three down and foidr up whales), six bump-
back whales, and one right whale—besides two basking sharks (Ceforhinus maximus); in all b00O
barrels of whale-oil and 5 of shark-oil.

The bagking shark is rare here, sometimes not secn for {wenty years. This year several were
seen in Monterey Bay., “ When a map is on the lookont for whales he caw't see sharks.” The
sharks eome to the surfaee a$ times, and remain quiet for a while, and their ¢ flukes” and dorsal
fins may be seen by one who is watching. The shark-oil should be worth GO to 75 cents a gallon,
each shark yielding 125 gallons. In 187879 one humpback and three gray whales were taken,
making 185 barrels of ¢il, and in 187778 eight whales, making 600 barrels. Years ago this busi-
ness paid better, for whales were more abundant, and higher prices were paid for the oil.

This company owh three good boats, New Bedford made, and four guns of each kind. Their
hurpoons are mostly made by Merritt, a blackamith in Monterey. They are thought superior to
Preetor’s, in that they are less likely to slip ont of the whale; the posterior flange of the head is
wider. With oue of them nineteen whales have been shot. They are made of Swiss iron, and
cost $10 each.

The Monterey Demoerat thus describes the dangers of shore-whaling in that vicinity: “ On
Friday of last week the erew of one of eur whale-boats narrowly eseaped total destruction. They
had struck and made fast to a California gray, a species particularly vicions, and were approaching
him for & shot with the bomb-gun. There were a lot of porpoises around the creature, which sud-
denly appeared to be ¢ gallied’ by them, and paused iv his race. The boat under sail and ronning
swiftly, got, unawares, within fhe aweep of the leviathan’s fail, and when the shot was delivered
& strolie iu response from that tremendous ereature crushed like an egg-shell the timbers of its bow.
The sea rushed in throngh the fracture, and the boat being weighted down with her erew, an
anchor, and two heavy guns, sank below the surface. The captain had been strnck in the side by
a fragment of the broken timbers, and was almost paralyzed. In the confasion, for a moment or
two, no one thought to cat the rope by which the fish was fast, and it had resumed ite fight. A
tragedy was Imminent, but luckily the eaptaip recovering himself, ordered the rope to be cut, and
the immediate and most pressiug danger was escaped. The peril was, however, still considerable.
Two of the erew comld not swim, and they were all immersed to their necks in ice-cold water.
Once or twice the boat rolled over, and they were in that perilous condition for half an hour before
their consort, which was at sowe distance, hoard their cries, and came to their rescune.”

The following item about whaling at Monterey appeared in the Monterey Oalifornisn:
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“Last week our Portnguese fishermen killed a large female whale of the California gray
species (Rhachiarecter glaveus), about GO feet in lenglh, being some 22 feet larger than has ever
beeu killed here before—the average of females killed being about 42 feet. Afier cutting off the
blubber they found ingide a nearly full-grown male ealf, which measnred 18 feet from the end of its
nose to the tip of its tail, or fluke, as the whalers cail it; the cirewmference of the hody at its
center 9 feet; the head about 4 feet in length; pectoral fius 3 feet; breadth of tail 34 feet, and it
had two ridges on the lower juw. When brought on shore it still had 3 feet of the umbilical cord
attached to it. Tho whalebone on its upper jaw was soft and white; the tongne large and rofe;
the eves nearly full size, about as large as a eow’s, and the skin was of a dark brown, mottied
white. It had no dorsal fin. The females, when with young, generally keep off shore when on
their way down south, to bring them forth in the warm waters of the bays of Lower California,
where they remain all winter and ge north in the spring,  The females, when with calf, are danger-
ous, 18 they often attack the hoatz of the whalers., The writer once raw a boat ent eompletely in
two by the flukes of one of these whales, and if Tooked as if if had been chopped in two by a dull
ax; and several of the men were wounded. The term of gestation is about one year. Formerly
these marine monsters were fo numerous in Monterey Bay that whalers would i1l up lying at
anchor. Oftentimes they wounld be seen playing in the sorf and rolling the Larnacles out of their
sides and backs on the sand beach——an odd way of scratching themselves,”

SAN SIMEON WHALING CoMPANY.—The men in this eompany are all Porfugucse but one,
and most of them are from the Azores Islands. Captain Clark (rde Machado) is frow the Azores,
whebee he shipped as a seaman to the United States, He began whale-fishing at Monterey, where
an American, Captain Daveuport, the first Califernia shore-whale fisher, was cogaged before him.
In 1858 he began whaling at San Diego. In 1364 he was at Portogucse Bend, and in 1865
started the San Simeon Camp, where he has ever since remained.

There are twenty wen in the camp at SBan Simeon. They are hired by Captain Clark, who
owas the entire outfit. The Doat-pullers receive one-fiftieth of the Iny {i. e, all receipts), the
boat-gteerers receive one-fortieth, and the strikers one-sixteenth.

Thirteen whales have been taken this season (up to Yebruary 21). One summer whale or
humpback, November 15; the others all gray whales. No other kinds have ever been secured by
Ciark, and the hnmpback whala is not taken later than Deeember.

The last whale southward bound was taken January 29, and a few northward-bouud whales
have been noticed—about February 18, the first February 7.

The following is the record of the nwmber taken each year at San Simeon: 1865 to 1871, 20
to 25 each year, never less; 1872, 21, 1873, 22; 1874, 16; 1875, 12; 1876, 7; 1877, 13 ; 1878, 3;
1879, 14—=500 barrels; 1380, 13 4.

1t takes about ten or twelve whales per year to pay the expenses of the camp, especially now
when oil is so Jow. Four hupdred and fifty barrels of oil have been obtained this year apd shipped
to Charles Sealy, of San Francisco, to be sold on commission. Since 1865 the whales have been
growing more scarce and more shy. When they return from the Sonth they keep out farther than
when they come down. The sea is often rougher, and the head winds render it diffienit to follow
them. They rarely take more than four return whales. At San Diego ouly gray whales, and
rarely a right whale, are taken.

The eamp is provided with four whale-boats made in New Bedford, eosting 8200, 8175, $150,
and $150 each. Two are in use for whaling and one for towing all the time, the other resta. There
are also two swivel-guns, made in England, each costing $200; two bomb-gnns, made in New
‘Haven (1), costing €50 ; and some bomb-lances, made in Norway. The harpoons are made by G.
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W. Proctor, formerly of Cambria, now of San Marcos, San Luis Obispo County, Mr, Proctor is a
blacksmith. He began making harpoons in 1870 or 1871. The first one made was presented
to Captain Clark, who struck three whales with it and then put it up to keep for luck. Mr. Proc-
tor has no patent on the harpoons, aud no warerocins or {actory, He makes them out of the very
best ircn, better than that nsed in the English harpoon, They are heavier than the latter, and
the posterior part of the head is made thiek,instead of thin and sharp. There is aleo 4 little con-
trivance by which the turning of the head in the flesh is made more certain. They are now used by
nearty all the Californin whalers, and are considered by them as better and more durable than the
others. The harpoons are used for making fast to the whale; the bombs for killing. Often flint
lance-heads and bone harpoons of the Eskimos are found in the whales, and very few of them are
unscathed. The neighboring Chinamen help when a whale is brought in, receiving the sinews
for their share. The total outfit is worth $1,000 to $1,500; the houses about $300.

Whales going down are fatter than when returning. A south-Dound whale makes perhaps
35 barrels of oil, but a north bound only 25 barrcls, Mostly bull whales are taken. On the south
journey the larger cows come nearest shore and first.  When they return the cows and ealves are
farthest out, the bulls and dry cows near shore,

Portuguese Bend was once a good whaling-station, but lacked wood and water. San Diego
was an excellent station natil the only suitable place was taken by the Government. Sauto Tomas
is & good plaee from the chanee of taking sperm whales.

PorT STARFORD CAMP.—This camp is Jocated on ¢ Whaler’s Point,” about a mile north of
the landing at “¥Yort Startord.” This camp consists of 21 men, all but one Portnguese, and mostly
from the Azores, To the American, Michael Noon, I am indebted for the information obtained,
Captain Marshall (Marsiali) being away. The property is owned by four or five sbareholders, the
captaiv being one of them and the others are bired by these, each man receiving a particular lay,
the oarswen one sixty-fifth to one-seventieth, the boat-steerers one thirty-fifth to oue-fortieth, tho
atrikers one-seventeentb to one-twentieth, The station is ustally fuirly good but this year they
have had poor Inck; only funr whales, all gray, baving been secured. In 1879 nine, in 1878
eleven were taken. Most of these were gray; though a few bumpbacks were taken in the fall,
One hundred and fifty barrels of oil have been shipped to San Francisco from this camp., They
kave three whale-boats here made at New Bedford. The other itemg of outfit are the same as at
San Simeon. The whole cost about $1,500, and would selt for about half that amount.

Captain Marshall established the station here, and has been in charge all the time since its
begipning in 1868 or 1869. The men in this company, as at Sap Simeon, are discharged in the
summer, and a new set hired each fall, many of them different. Some of its members are en gaged
in suminer in fishing for the market of San Luis Obispo.

STATISTICAL RECAPITULATION.~—The aggregate amount of nil taken by the several shore par-
ties, prior to 1874, is estimated by Scammon at not less than 95,600 batrels; of this amonnt 75,600
barrels were obtained from Catifornia gray whales, amd 20,000 barrels from humpbacks, finbacks,
and sulphur-bottoms. “The value of the cil may be placed at about 13 a barrel, which would give
a gross of abont $1,242,800, or an annual product for twenty-two years of $56,490. o obtain this
oil not less than 2,160 California grays and 800 humpbaecks and other whalebone whales were
robbed of their fatty coverings. If we add to this opefifth for the number of whales that escaped
their parsuers, although mortally wonnded, or were lost after being killed, either by sinking in
tleep water or through stress of weather, we shall swell the catalogue to 3,552, To this add one-
eightk for unborn young, and the whole number of animals destroyed would be 3,996, or about
181 annually. This may be regarded as a low estimate; dombtless, the namber of these creatares
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destroyed every year by the enterprising California whalemen far exceeds the above estimate.”*®
The production of the various whaling-carmps in 1878 was 63 whales, yiclding 58,084 gallons of oil,
valued at $26,137.80. The total pumber of wen engaged at the calps was 101, pearly all of whom
were Portuguese. -

SHOEL-WHALING BY ESKIMOS AND INDIANS.

The Eskimosg of Alaska eapture whales of several species, using their flesh for food and from
the blubber preparing oil for dow¢stic use. The whalebone is saved and traded with the whaling-
vessels coming along those shores in the summer scason. The beluga or white whale is also an
ohjeet of pursuit.

Mr. Petroff, iu his eensus report on Alaska, says: “The oil ebtained from the beluga and the
targe seal (Maklak) is a very Iimportant article of trade between the lowland people and those of
the mountains, the lutter depending upon it entirely for lighiing their semi-snbterranean dwell-
ings during the winter, and to supplement their scanty stores of food. The oil is manofactured
by & very simple process. liuge dnifi-logs are fasbioned into tronghs, mueh in the same manner
as the Thlinket trilles make their wooden eanocs,  Into these trovghs filled with water the blubber
is thrown in lumps of from 2 to 5 pounds in weight; then & large namber of smooth cobble-stones
are thrown into a fire until they are thoroughly heated, whewr they are picked up with sticks
fashioned for the ptirpose, and deposited iu the water, which boils up at opce. After a few
minates these atones must be removed and replaced by fresk ones, this laborious process being
continued until the oil has been Lwiled out of the blebber and foats on the sarface, when it is
removed with flat pieces of bone or roughly fashioned ladles, and decanted into bladders or whole
sead skinat My, Petroff sends us the following grapbic desviption of the hung:

“ BELUGA HUNTING AT ALASKA~— Noxtday abont noon I was invited to participate in a canoe
excursion in pursuit of some beluga or white grampus, a member of the whale family, but of an aver-
age length of only 16 or 20 feet. The blubber of this animal is considered a great delicacy by the In-
dians in this neighborheod, and the Laiada chief wished to get a supply of that greasy stafl of life
before returning home.  Accordingly we starfed off in ten bidarkas, all the Indians being provided
with various sizes of spears, while I took nothing but my rifte.  In half an hour after leaving the
mouih of the river the proposed hunting-ground was reached and the canoes separated in search
of the game. Forsome fime we criised abont withont seeing a « blow,” but tinally the long expected
signal sliout was heard from one of the cunoes, and all assembled immediately around thefr intended
vietim, which was & female beluga, with a ealf following in its wake. TFirst the old one would come
up aud blow, and in a few seconds after the yoang one would follow suit, throwing up a diminutive
spout. The calf was astacked first, and as soon as its bleod dyed the water, the dam turned
around as if in pursuit of the murderer, describing circles around the floating body of its offspring
and lashing the water into foam with its tail and flukes. While racing around the animal
receiveld well-aimed spears from the bidarkes, which bad formed a circle, and as these weapons
are provided with inflated bladders near the head, the beluga was soon buoyed up on the surface

of the water, being too exbausted to draw under the large pumber of bladders fastened to its back
~ and sides, and in that position was easily killed. Threée more were killed in the same manner, and
the party was preparing to return to the village when I thought I would try another way of secur-
ing the game, and without giving any notice to the men in the other canoes, as I ought to have done,
I aimed my rifle at & belaga which was showing its huge white back above the water a short dis-
tance from me. The shot went off and its effect was instantaneons, though not exactly as I had

* Boamuon : Marine Mammalia, p. 251,
t-Alssks, its Population, Industries, and Resonrovs, by Ivan Petroff. Tenth Censas, Vol. VI
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expected. The shot was well aimed and hit the spine of the animal, inflicting a mortal wouud ;
but while the belnga was floundering aboui in its death struggles, lashing the water into foam
dyed with its own red blood, one stroke of the tail apset one of the vances, throwing the inmates
into the water. Thero was plenty of assistancs on hand, however; the canoe was righted, and the
men exawled into it, very wet to besure, but 1ot at all in & bad humor. The aceident was the sub-
jeet of jokes mnumerable on the way home.  When the Jast belaga had beou secured, and its body
fastened to the stern of our canoe, the whole squadren was set in motien. With the tide in our
favor, we glided along swiftly in spite of the weighty curcasses we had in tow, aud as we drew
near to ihe village the monotonous boat song was chanted by the men as they plied their paddles.
On the high bank of the river the old chief was standing ready to receive us, while the squaws
were sitting in the grass and watehing cur approach, joining with their shrill voices in the song
48 800K a5 we were Dear enough to be heard.  On our arrival at the beach the whole village had
assembled to view and admire the spoils of our duy’s sport. As soon as the belugas Lhad been
dragged ashore, knives were drawn on all sides and sliees of the blaobber cut off and eaten raw,
appareutly with great guste, by old and young. [ tasted a small morsel, and must confess that it
resetibles raw bacon fat more than anything 1 ever swallowed; but that is only the case imme-
diately after the killing; as soon as the blubber is balf a day old the raneid, fishy taste is there
and grows stronger every day. It was dark Defore all the blubber had been cut off and safely
stored out of reach of the village dogs, but Tate as it was tho chiet’s house was prepared for a con-
Linuation of yesterday's feast and games. 1 was not prepared for a second siege of that kind and
managed to slip away unobserved, glad to escape an ordeal whick would have been more trying
on 4 Cancasiaw’s olfactory nerves than that of the day before, on account of thefresh supply of
blubber and oil.  Before I arose next duy the visiting party from Laiada had taken their depart-
ure to set some other village in ecommotion, while the good people of Chketuk were yet roveling
in remembrarce of the joys just past.”

The Indians of QCape Ilattery are said to derive their principal snbsistenee from fishery
produets, the most importans of which are the whale and balibut, Mr. James G. Swan, in a
report ou the Makah Indiuns, in No. 220 Smithsonian Contributious to Kunowledge, 1869, says:
“Of the former [whales] there are several varietics which are taken at differeut seasons of the
year. Some are killed by the lndum, others, inclnding the right wlale, drift ashore, having
Leen killed either b3 whalewen, swordfish, or other casnalties. The various species of whales
are: The sperm whale, kots-ké, which is very rarely seen ; right whale, yakh'-yo-bad-di; blackiish,
klas ko-kop-ph; finback, kaid-wid; sulphur-bottom, kwa-kwau-yak’-t’hle; California gray, che-
che-wid or chet-a-pik; killor, se-hwaur. The geueric name of whales is cliet’-u-pik. The
California gray is the kind usually taken by the Indians, the others being bt rarely attucked.

* Their method of whaling, being both novel and interesting, wiil reguire a ninute deserip-
tion—not only the implements used, but the mode of attack, and the final disposition of the whale,
being entirely ditferent from the practice of our own whalemen, .

“ From iuformation I obtained, X infer that formerly the Indisns wore more saecessful in kill-
ing whales than they have been of late years. Whether the whales were more numerous, or. that
the Indiang, being now able to procure other food from the whites, have become indifferent to the
pursuit, I cannot say ; but I Lave not noticed any marked activity among them, and when . they
do gou out they rarely take a prize. They are more successful in their whaling in some seasobs
than in others, and whenever o surplus of il or biubber is on Land, it i8 exchanged or traded
with Indians of other tribes, who appear quite as tond of the luxury as the Makahs, The oil sold
by these whalers to the white traders is dogfish oil, which is not eaten by this tribe, although
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the Ciyoquot and Xeotkan Indians use it with their food. There is no portion of a whale, except
the vertebrie and offzl, whicl is useless to the Indians, The blubber and flesh serve for food; the
sinews are prepared amd made into ropes, cords, and bowstrings; and the stomach and intestines
are carefully sorted und inflated, and when dried are nsed to hold oil.  Whale-oil serves the same
parpose with these Indians that butter doees with civilized people; they dip their dried halibat
into it whils eating, and use it with bread, potatoes, and varions kinds of berries. When fresh,
it is by Do means unpalatable; and it is only after being badly boiled, or by long exposnre, that
it becomes rancid and as offensive to a white man’s palate as the common lawp-oil of the shops”

5 DEVELOPMEXNT OF THE SPERM-WHALE FISHERY.

EARLY HISTORY OF WHALING AT NANTUCKET.~—The fishery forsperm whales began at a
much later period than that for right whales, but the exact date of #t8 commencement is
unknown., The whales taken by the early setflers of New Eugland were mostly the right or whale-
boue species and the first spermaceti whale known to the people of Nantacket cansed great. excite-
ment. It was found dead on the shore, and quite a dispute arose voncerning its ownership, ¢ for
the sperm procured from the head was thought to be of great value for medical parposes” It
wouid thus apypear that spevio whales had been heard of bF these people, but had wot been seen by
them. % The first spermaceti whale taken by the Nantucket whalers,” says Macy, * was killed by
Christopher Hussey, He was ¢ruising pearthe shore for right whales, and was blown off some dis-
tance from the land by a strong northerly wind, where he fell in with a school of that species of
whales, and killed ooe and brought v home, At what date this adventure took place is not fully
ascertained, but it is supposed to be not far from 1712, This event gave now life to the hosiness,
for they immediately began with vessels of about thirty tons to whale out in the “deep,” as it was
then called, to distinguish it from shore-whaling, They fitted out for cruises of about six weeks,
carried o few hogsheads, cnongh probably to contain the blubbers of one whale, with which, after
obtaining it, they retumed home. The owners then took charge of the biubber, und tried out the
oil, and immediately sent the vessel out again. Tu 1715 the number of vessels engaged in the
whaling business was six, all sloops of from thirty to forty tons burden each, which produced
£1,100 sterling, or $4,888.88.7 »

BEALE'S AOCOUNT OF THE ORIGIN OF THE SPERM-WHALK FISHER Y.—The history of the sperm-
whale fishery is accurately given by Thomas Bealet in his history of the sperm-whale, in which
he says: ¢ The origiu of the sperm-whale fishery, that is before it became organized as a branch
of commerce—like the origin of other fisheries of the same nature, i invelved in such deep
mystery as alinost altogether to defy the searching acamen of the historian, Without looking into
the ancient, romancing, and classical histories, with which most of the countries of Europe abound,
and which contain wonderful stovies of the appearante, death, or capture of the sperm-whale, or
other creatures of the same order, it may be sufficient for some of us to know that during the
carly part of the last century a few daring individuals who inhabited the shores of the Awmerican
continent, fitted out their little crafts, furnished with weak and almost impotent weapons,. to
attack and destroy in its own element the mighty monarch of the ocean, in order to rob his
immense carcass of the valuable commodity with which it is surrounded. Bat even as far back as
the year 1667 we find a letter, published in the second volume of the Philosophical Transaetions,
Arom Mr. Richard Norwood, who resided at the Bermudas, which states that the whalefishery had

"Maicy: Hist. Navtuckes, pp. 32, 30.
- t The Natural History of the Sperm-Whale by Thomaa Beale, Surgeon : London, 153G; 12mve., pp. 363
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been carried ou in the bays of those iglands for‘ two or three years, evidently meaning the black-
whale fisbery ; for in another part he says: T hear pot that they have found any spermaceti in
any of those whales; but sabsequently he states in the same letter: <1 have heard from credible
persons that there is a kind of whale having gremt teeth, as have the spermaceti, at Elentheria and
others of the Bermuda Islands. One of this place, Jolin Perinelief, found one there dead, driven
rpon an island, and though 1 think ignorant of the business, vet got a great guantity of sperma:
ceti out of it? He says again: ¢It seems they lave not 50 wuch oil as ours (meaning fthe black
whale), but the oil, I Liear, is at first like spermaceii, but they clarify it, I think, by the fire.

« But in volame iii, Plhilosopliical Transaetions,” continues Beale, “in » letter from the
same place, written a year or two afterwards, we find something like a beginning of the sperm-
whale fishery threatened by a Mr. Riehard Srafford, who informs us that he has killed several
black whales himself, and who is represented as i very intelligent gentleman. He says: ‘ Great
stores of whales muke use of our eoast;’ but in another part he states: ¢ Dut here have been seen
spermaceti whales driven upon the shore. These have divers teeth about the bigness of 2 man’s
wrist. 1 have been,’ says he, ‘at the Bahama lslauds, and there have seen of this same sort of
whale, dead on the shore, with sperina all over their bodies. Myself and about twenty others
have agreed to try whether we cau master apd kilt them, for 1 conld never hear of any of that
sort that was killed by any man, such is their fierceness apd swiftness. He conciudes by remark-
ing that ‘one sach whale would be worth muny bundred pounds’ A weighty reason for the
establishment of the fishery, no doubt. The same writer, in another part of his letter, states:
s Phere is one island among the Bahamas, which some of our pedple are settled upon, and more
are coming thither. It is called New Providence, where many rare things might be discovered,
if the peopie were but encouraged.” This same New Providence afterwards became so famous as
a whale-fishing station by the -exertions of our American descendants, But even before these
needy adventurers commenced their career of spermaceti hunting, we have had it proved to us
that the Indians who inhabited the shores of America used to voyage out o Bea and attack this
animal from their canoes, and pierce him with their lances of wood or other instruments of the
same material, which were basrbed, and which, before they were plunged into his flesh, were
fastened by & short warp, ot piece of rope, to a large block of light wood, which was thrown over.
board the moment the barbed instroment was thrust into its body, which, being repeated at every
rising of the whale, or when they were so fortunate as to get pear enough to do so,in 2 few
fnstances, by a sort of worrying-to-death system, rewarded the enterprising savage with the
lifeless body of his victiin, bat which in most cases was that of a very young one; and even this,
when towed to the shore, it was impossible for them to form over, 8o that they were obliged to
content themselves with Ainching the fat from one side of the bedy ouly.

s« But althongh, as has been before stated, Mr. Richard Stafford had threatened to commmepce
the sperm-whale fishery at the Bahoma Islauds, it appears rather doubtfnl whether he did so or
not, when we come to pernso the letter of the Hon, Paul Dudley, F. R. 8., published in 1724, Phil.
Trans., vol. xxxiii, an extract of which states: ‘T very lately received from Mr. Atkins, an inbabit-
ant of Boston, in New England, who used the whale-fishery for ten or twelve years (black whales),
and was one of the first that went out a fishing for the spermaceti whales about the year 17207
It also appears in this account that the fishery even then was very little understood, for Mr.
Atkins himself says ‘he never saw, nor cértainly heard of a spermaceti female taken in his life,’
for be states * the cows of that species of whale, being mueh more timorous than the males, and
almost impossible to come at, anless when haply foand asleep upon the weter, or detained by
their calves” In another part of this letter the Hon. Paul Dudley states: ¢ Qur people formerly
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used to kill the whale near the shore; but now they go off to sea in sloops and whale boats in the
months of May, June, and July, between Cape Cod and Bermuda, where they lie by in the night,
and sail to and again in the day, and seldom miss of them; they bring home the blubber in their
sloops, The trie season for taking the right or whalebone whale is from the beginning of June
to the end of May ; for the spermaceti whales, from the beginning of June to the end of Augnst.’”

CONDITION OF THE FISHERY FROM 1720 To 1775.—About the middie of the eighteenth cen-
tury the value of oil inereased by the opening up of new markets, and the people of New England
pushed forward with zeal in the whaling industry. The Tinglish, Frencl, and Duich had been
VATY suceessful in the northern fishery for whalebone whales, but had taken no part in the capture
of sperm whales, leaving this work for the American fleet which began to grow rapidly in the
number and size of its vessels, In 1720 the whaling fleer of New England numbered only a few
sloops of about 36 tous each, making voyages east to Newtfoundland and sonth to the Gulf Stream.
By 1731 the American fleet amounted to 1,300 tons, and the size of the vessels inercased so that
in 1746 schooners and brigs from 100 to 130 tons were employed. Jost before the Revolutionary
war the whaling industry was very prosperons in New England, the fleet was large, and the profits
considerable, Voyages were made to the north and south for sperm and right whales, but the chief
object of pursuit was the sperm whale, whose oil was nearly three (imes the value of that of the
right whale. The principal gronnds visited for the sperm whale were oftf the coust of Brazil and
Guiana, various parts of the West Indies, the Cape Verde and Western Islands, and eastward of
the Banks of Newfoundland.

Scammon gves the following statistics to show the condition of the business trom 1762 to
1770, inclusive :

: i
Year, Nomber of | Npmber of | Velucalpe
1
L N LN 9,442 $102, 518 40
1788 e e ——— 80 - 9,238 100, 534 6%
b - S N o 1,983 | 7 181,135 38 1
b L - TP 01 11,512 125, 020 3%
1786, oo et et eimeaas 118 | 11,969 | 120, 983 M
L 108 | 16,661 ; 174, 852 44
LT T 125 | 15, 430 | 167, 687 54
ITOD. oo oo e e 1 | 11400 462, 594 60
LTI et iamamn mmmms cteamanmnns . 126 | 14,3381 340, 606 88
% . ]!9,613£ 1,746, 165 51

*Booresby, in his acoownt of the Whale Fishery of the Briish Celonies in Americs, stetes there wers eighity vessels employed in the
American fisheries during the year 1763.

“About 1774, says Scammon, * the fleet was augmented by still larger vessels, some of which
crossed the eguator, and obtained full cargoes upon that noted ground called the ¢ Brazil Banks,’
while others cruised around Cape Verde Islands or the West Indies, in the Guif of Mexico, Carib-
bean Sea, or upon the coast of the Spanish Main. Soon after they extended their voyages to the
Bouth Atlantic, around the Falkland Islands, and to the coast of Patagonia, where fur-seal skins
and sea-elephant oil were sometimes obtained. In such instances thess whaling and sealing
expeditions were called ‘ mixed voyages.’™*

* Between the years 1770 and 1775,” sajs Macy, ““the whaling business increased to an extent
hitherto noparalleled. In 1770 there were a little more than one hundred vessels engaged ; and
in 1775 the number excesded one hundred and fifty, some of them large brigs. The employment

——————

* BCAMMON : Muarine Mammalis end American Whale Tishery; p. 206.
8xo. v, voL. IT~—3



66 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIESR,

of 8o great and such an increasing capital may lead our readers to suppose that o corresponding
profit was realized ; but a careful examination of the circumstances ander which the business was
carried on will slow the i'a!la(:yrof sech a conclusion. Many branches of labor were conducted by
those who were immediately interested in the -voyages. The young men, with few exceptions,
were brought up Lo some trade necessary to the husiness. The rope-maker, the cooper, the black-
smith, the carpenter, in fine, the workmen, werc either the ship-owners or of their household ; so
were ofteu the officers and men who navigated the vessels and killed the whales. Whilst a ship
was at sea, the owners ut home wers busily employed in the manufactory of casks, iron work,
cordage, bloeks, and other arficles for the succealing voyage. Thus the profits of the Tabor were
énjo;md by those interested i the fishery, and voyages were rendered advantageous even when
the oil obtained was bavely sufficicat to pay the outfits, estimating the labor as a part thereof.
This mode of conducting the business wus universal, and bas continued to a very considerable
exteunt to the present day. Experience faught the people how to take advantage of the different
markets for their oil. Their spermaceti oil was mostly sent to England in its unseparated state,
the head matter being generally mixed with the body oil; for, in the early part of whaling it
would bring no more when separated than when mixed. The whale oil, whick is the kind pro-
eured from the species called ¢ right whale,” wag shipped to Boston or elsewhere in the colonies, and
there sold for country consuwmptiom, or sent to the West Indies.”*

The extraordinary zeal that the Amerieans took in the whale-fishery at this time called forth
from Mr. Borke that glowing tribute which has become familiar to every American. “ Whether
this eloquent address,” suys Deale, “had any effoct or net upon the minds of our own merchants
and ship-owners in stimulating them to fit ouf sbkips for the spermm and other whale-fisheries,
I am not aware, but it i3 certain that in the following year (1775) the first attempt was made to
establish the sperm whale fishery from Britzin; and we accordingly find, from private state-
ments on which I can securely rely, that ships of from 100 to 109 tons burden wero sent to South
Greenland, coast of Brazil, Falkland Istande, and the Gulf of Gniney, for the purpose of procaring
sperm and other oils, The names of the ships which were thus employed in these distinet expedi-
tions were the Union, Neptune, Rockingham, America, Abigail, Hanover, Industry, Dennis,
Beaver, and Sparrow, but the principal places of resort of the ‘spermaceti whale not having been
yet discovered, the vessels met with very trifling saccess.

“BOUNTIES GRANTED.—In the following year, 1776, the Government, with a view to stimulate
all persons engaged in these fisheries, established a principle of reward for those ships which were
most guccesssful in their endeavors; in accordance with which, five different bounties or premiums
were offered, forming a scale of prizes for those who were so fortunate as to prove the five grada-
tions of sucecess, the sum of £500 being the maximum, and that of £100 being the minimum prize,
In 1781 four ships were fitted out for the river 5{. Lawrence, but after they had been out a
considerable time they returned with the discouraging annonncement of having only procured 6
gallons of sperm oil among them during the whole time of their absence.

“ BPERM WHALES FrROM FrAnCe®.—In 1784, I'rance, which if appears had preceded the other
nations of Europe in the whale-fishery, but had for many years past, for some caunse or other,

“hardiy had any share in it, now endeavored to revive it, and with this view Louis XV1 fitted out
six ships from Duuokirk on his own account, which were furnished at a great expense with a
_number of experienced harpoonera and able seamen from Nantucket, The adventure was more
succesafnl than could have been reasonably expected, considering the auspicies under which it was
carried on. Several private individuals followed the example of His Majesty, according to Mr.
T * Macy: Hist. Nantucket, p, 68, :
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McCullock, ‘and in 1790 France had about forty ships employed iu the fishery. The Revolutionary
war destroyed every vestige of this rising trade. Hince the peace the Government has made great
efforts for ite rerewal, bnt hitherto without success; and it is singnlar, that with the exception of
an Awmerican house at Dunkirk, hardly any one has thought of sending out « ship from France.

¢“A PROSPEROUR PERIOD.—In the year 1785 the English shipmasters began to discover the
hannts of the sperm whale, the principal object of pursuit, for we find that after they had been
out twelve months many veasels returned with from 20 to 80 tons of sperm oil each, so that in the
year 178G we find 327 fons of sperm oil was brought to this country, and which sold for £43 per
ton. And the gucecss which attended our whaling expeditions at this time was quite equal to-
that which the American whalers met with, In 1746 the bonnties were increased to £700 maxi-
mum and £300 minimum, which had the effect of inereasing the perseverance and activity of our
whalers, for we now discover them staying out eighteen and even twenty-eight months, and
bringing home much larger quantities of sperm oil. During the year 1788 the ships that were
&ent out were much inerensed in size, 30 that they were freqnently of from 150 to 300 tons burden,
and they still continued, like the Americans, to fish on this side Cape Horn, takimg the commen
black, as well as the sperm whale, at such places as the Gulf of Guinea, coast of Brazil, Falkland
Islands, and, for sperm whales in particular, about the equinoctial line. Bat if the Americans had
heen the first to establish the fishery on their own shores, and even throughout the North and
Sonth Atlantie Oceans, it was the destiny of the mother country to enjoy the honor of opening the
invaluable sperm fisheries of the two Pacifie, the discovery of whick formed au era in the com-
mercial bistory of this country. For not only was the sperm-whale fishery by this discovery
prodigionsly increased, but other commercial advantages secrned from the whalers who resorted
to these seas opening a trade with the people who inhabited the extensive shores which bound
the enormous ocean.”*

“In the year 1789 o gentleman from Cape Cod, who had returned from service in the East
India Cempany, having seen sperm whales near Madagascar, communicated the fact to some of
the Nantucket whalemen, who, profiting by the knowledge, in due time dispatched ships to that
coast, which proved to Le a rich whaling ground.”t '

Tle American whale fishery, just before the Revolutionary war, employed a total of not less
than 360 vessels of varions kinds, with an aggregate burden of nearly 33,000 tons, and produeced
about 45,000 barrels of spermaceti oil, 8,500 barrels of whale oil, and 75,000 pounds of whalebone
annnally., By the year 1780 this large fleet had been reduced to about 130 sail of vessels, pro-
ducing annnally scarcely 10,000 barrels of spermaceti oil and about 15,000 barrels of whale oil,
with & corresponding proportion of whalebore.

THE BEGINNING OF THE PACIFIC SPERM-WHALE FISHERY.—* In 1788,” says Beale, ‘the grand
mercantile speculation of sending ships roand Cape Horn into the Pacifie, in order to extend the
sperm-whale fishery, was reserved for the bold and Bntetprising mind of Mr. Enderby, 2 London
‘metchant and ship-owner, whe fiited out, at a vast expense, the ship Amelia,} Captain Shields,
which sailed from England on the 1st of September, 1788, and returned on the 12th of March,
- 1780, making an absence of one year and seven monihs, but bringing home the enormous carge
of 139 tons of sperm oil, and likewise having the good fortune to receive £800 more by way of an
increased bounty in consequence of the peculiar nature of the expedition. The Amelia having
been the first ship of any country which had entered the Pacific in search of whales, her sue-

* BEALE: op. cit., pp. 144~146. - tBecamMMON: Marine Mamimalia, p. 200,
$The Amelis was an English fisted ship, maaned by the Nantucket eolony of whalemen ; ber first mate, Archelua
H‘mﬂl{mﬂ, of Nmtucket‘., killed the firal aperm whale known to have been taken In the Pacifioc Ocean.



G8 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERILS,

eess gave an amazing impulse to all persous engaged in the fisheries, so that several ships, both
from this eountry aud America, immediately followed in her track, tor ou her return in 1790 many
vesgels were divectly sent off, the erews of which continued the ﬁshery' along the eoasts of Chili
and Pera with great advautage; so that in 1791 we had a great addition in the importation of
sperm oil, amounting this year to 1,258 tons, muking an inerease over the importation in the year
1736 of 931 tons. Iu 1791 the Lounties were again altered, but the alterution merely related to
the thme the ships should rewain out. The ships which were at this time engaged in the fishery
carried 1rom twentv-two to thirty men eacl.  This enterprising branch of commerce was carried
tonr year after year with considerable suceess, subjeet to buat slight variations in the annual and
gradual inerease in the inportation of oll, giving employment to a vast sumber of Dersons, many
aof whom were envicbed to an flpmense amount by the success whicl: attended their exertions in
this row profitable purseit”* )

The new grounds for sperm whale in the Pacific discovered by Awmerican whalemen io
Eaglish vessels, were soob resorted to by vessels frow Nautucket., The first vessely satled in
17, ad reterned “loaded with oil, and reported that whales were plenty, the coast agreeable to
criise ob, and the climade Tealthy. This was sulficient eneounragement, notwithstanding the
Jength of the voyages, for a considerable purt of the whaling interest to be directed that way.
An additioual anmber of vessels was then fitted out, which together made a considerable fleet.”4

Starbnel suys thut six ships sailed for the Paeitic fishery in 1791 from Nantueket and one from
New Bedford,  Fu the mean time ships frome Dunkivk, among them the Falklamd, Canton, and the
Harmony, had already performed their voyages, and in Febraary, 1792, arrived at Dunkirk with
full cargoes. Lt was the enstom in those days to nearly fill with eperm, then return to the
Athantie Oeean and complete their Toawd on the ceast of Tatagonia or on Brazil Banks, com-
manders preferring to round Cape Horn with a snugly-loaded ship. The names of the six Nan-
tucket vessels were the Beaver, Washington, Hector, Warren, Rebecca, and Favorite. “These
ships,” says Scammon, * were only 250 tons burden, dull sailers, having no copper on their bottoms,
apd but scantily fitted with whaling applianecs or provigions, The scene of their first exploits was
upon the coast of Chili.  Thess pioneer voyages, through the persistent daring of the Lardy men
who led them, were eminently snecessful, which induced the people of the neighboring settle-
ments of other New England ports {0 extend their whaling commerce, and but few years passed
hefore a numerons feet were plying over those rough waters. Gradually, however, they extended
their cruises toward the meore distant but smiling regions of the tropics. As early as 1800,
American whalers were plowing the sparkling waters along the coast of Peru, and their keels
cut the equatorial line, north and south, in the Pacifle. A favorite cruising-ground was from the
Spanish Main westward around the Galapagos Islands. There a rich harvest rewarded them, where
they labored in a genial climate, with an almost unninterrupted snccession of fine breezes and
pleasant weather. At certain seasons, north of the equator, the northeast trades blew fresh, and
ut the south they would frequently increase to a brisk gale; but these periodieal breezes, compared
with the heavy gales of the Atlantic and the tedious weather about Cape Horn, served only to
enliven them into renewed activity under the heated rays of a tropical sun, when in pursuit of
the vast herds of cachalots which were met with, boonding over or through the crested waves.
I'aring these long voyages it became mnaveidably necessary to occagionally go into port, in order
to ‘recruit ship’ When arrived at these places of supply, good store of fresh meat, water, and
vegetables was laid in, and the ship’s company were allowed to pass, in turn, & fow days of
liberty on shore. In due time those ports along the coast of Chili and Pern, which were snited

"BRALR: op. ¢, Pp. 146-149. t Macy : Hist. Natincket, p. 141. 1 Nantucket paper.
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1o the requnirements of the adventurers, became famoas places of resors for American whale ships.
The principal ones were Taleahunano and Valparaiso, in Chili, and Payta, Callao, and Tembez, ju
Pern. Atithesse places usually coald be obtained any needed recruits, and the picturesqae scenery,
blended with those sunny elimes, together with the eharms of the heantify) women, made their
periodical visits to the coast peculiarly attractive, and wrought an entire temporary change from
the lifo on ¢ blue water,! The abrapt and lofty group of islands, the Gralapagos, which extend into
both atitundes from the equator, and the little istand of Coeos, situated in the rainy region on the
border of Panama Bay, were frequently visited, and became more familiar to the whalemen, in
many instances, tiian their Atlantic homes., Every rogged mountain and verdant valley of the
former were traversed in hanting the gulapago, or *elephant terrapin,’ which fornished them with
ample sapply of the most delicionrs meat, and the latter was reserted to for fresh water, which
was dipped fromn eascades flowing ont of their natural reservoir beyond the wooded Wuffs. And
upon the rocks abous the beach of Chatham Bay, rudely chiseled, are the records of those pioneer
whale fishers, with the daies of the visits of transient vessels, from the pigmy shallops of Drake's
time to the maguificent nationul ships of the present century.”*

SPERM WHALING AT NEW ZEALAKD AND THE OFFSHORLE GROUND —The sperm-whale
fishery at New Zealand began about the year 1802, and iu 1503, according te Reale, ¥ many vessels
were plowing the China Scas, about the Molueca lslands, in sesrch of the sperws whale”t In
15181 Capt. George Gardner, in the ship Glohe, of Nantucket, diseovered the famons « offshore
ground ¥ that was soon visiter by scores of sperm whalers.  In speaking of this discovery Scammon
says: “The love of adventure tempted the whalews to turn their prows even from the suhuy shores
of Peru, apd, with flowing sheets, they coursed over the Pacific until, iv latitnde 5° to 102 south
aud longitude 1050 to 1250 west, the objects of pursuit were found in countless nambers, whose
huge forms black ened the waves and whowre spoutings clouded the air as far as the eye could dis-
eern.

THE JAPAN GroUnD.—The next important sperm-whale gronnd to be discovered was the
Japan Ground. The howor of opening this profitable whaling gronnd is clajmed by both Ameri-
cans and Englishmen. According to Starbuck,§ “having receiverll word {rom Captain Winship,
of Brighton, Mass,, who had friends at Nuntucket, ithat on a recent voyage from China to the
Bandwich Islands he had seen large yninbers of sperin whales on that coust, Capt. Joseph Allen,
in the ship Mars, was dispatehed there”  The Mars sailed from Nantueket October 26, 1819, arriv-
ing home March 10, 1827, with 2,425 barrels of sperin oil, and within two or thres yvears a tleet of
thirty sail of vessels were cruising on the new ground. By 1835 there were ernising in the Nortl
Pacifie, betwegp the coasts of New Albion on the east and the Japan Islands on the west, near a
hundred sbips,ﬁ one-third Knglish, and the others Americans.

The first Bnglisk whaling vessel to visit the new ficld was the ship Syren, of 500 tons burden,
commanded by Capt. Frederick Coflin, of Nantacket, and carrying a crew of thirty-six seamen.
‘ The Syren,” says Beale, “salled from Evgland on the 3d& of Augast, 1819, and arrived off the
coust of Japan on the Sth of April, 1820, where she fell in with imumense numbers of the sperma-
ceti whale, which her erew gave chase to with excellent success; for they returued to their native
land onu the 21st of April, 1822, after an absence of about two years and eight months, during
which time they had by their industry, courage, and perseverance, gathered. from the confines of
the North Pacific Ocean no léss than the enormous quantity of 346 tons [2,768 barrels] of sperm

* BCAMMON : op. eit.,, pp. 210, 211 + BrALR ! 0p. oif., p. 149,
i Proceedings American Antignatian Bociety, Xo. 57, p. 20, § Report U. 8. Fish Cowmisaion, 187576, p. 9.
' I Macy: Hist. Nantocket, p. 224.
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oll, which was brought iuto the port of London in safety and triumph, showing a suecess unprec.
edented in the anpnals of whaling, and which astonished and stimulated to exertion all those
engaged in the trade thronghout Europe and America, The suceess whieh attended this expedi-
tion not only rewarded the seamen and others who composed the erew, but the spirited owner
who bhad seut them out also must have felt the solid and weighty considerations which he no
doubt received in return for the great and successful enterprise to which he had given origin.
After the return of the Syren the Japan fishery was speedily established, and remains to this day
[1830] the principal one in Dboth I'acifics; and although it has been so much resorted to by ships
of different aations ever sinee, which bave carried off immense quantities of sperm oil, vet such ig
the boundless space of vcean throughout whick it exists, that the whales scarcely appear to be
reduced in muuber. But they are more difficnlt to get near than they were some years back, on
aceonnt of the frequent harassing they huve met with from boats and ships, so that they have
1ow become well aware of the reckless nature of their pursuers, and they evinee great caution and
instinetive ennning i avolding then”* \

SPERM WHALING IN THE INDIAN OQCEAN.—In 18287 gays Scammon, ¢ four ships were sent
from Nantucket to eraise for sperm whales off the coast of Zanzibar, around the Seychelle Islauds,
and about the wouth of the Red Sea; and one of the number, with the very appropriate name of Co-
lumbyus, throagh the skill and energy of the captain, sailed up the Red Ses in quess of the ohjects
of pursuit®t  The Seychelle Islands had been visited by the English whaler Swan, a vessel of 150
tons, i 1823, for the purpose of searching for sperm whales, and the captaiy had been directed to
prosecate the fishery, if possible, at the entrance of the Bed Sea and Persian Gulf. The expedition
did not prove us snceessful as was anticipated, though the effect of openin & up the new fields was
of great subsequent advantage, *for although,” says Beale, ¢ the Swan did not return until the 27th
of April, 1825, and had only procured 40 tons of sperm ol daring all the time of ber ahsence, yet her
want of entire success was not owing to the absence of whales at the places to which they were
senty for the crew saw immense numbers, but from & series of misfortunes whieh befel them, and
which rendered them incapable of prosecuting the fishery with all the energy and entire devotion
which it requires to bring about a successful termination. The ships which resorted to the Bey-
chelles alter the return of the Swan had good reason to be well satisfied with the success which
attended their efforts, not only from the number of whales which they found there, but from its
being so much nearer home than the Japan fishery, by which much time was saved in the outward
and homeward passages.” i '

CONDITION OF THE FISHERY, 1837 To 1880.—In the year 1837 the sperm-whale fishery was at
its highest point of prosperity. The produetion of the American fleet that yea was 5,329,138
gallons of sperm oil, valued at $4,396,636.85. Most of the fleet at this period were scattered over
the various grounds in the North and South Pacific Oceans, and in the Japan Sea, and cargoes of
over 3,000 barrels were not uncommon on a three years’ cruise. “ Most of our whale ships,” says
Maey, in 1835, in his History of Nantueket, * go into the Pacifie by the way of Cape Horn; some by
the eastern ronte south of New Holland and Van Dieman’s Land ; others after cruising awhile in
the Indian Ocean, in the neighborhood of Madagasear and mouth of the Red Sea, pursue their way
into the Pacific pcean through the Straits of Timeor, between New Guinea on the south and the
Pelew Islands on the north, touching at the Ladrone Islands, and then onward to the J apan coast.
They there meet ships which sailed from home about the same time with themselves and came by
the way of Oape Horn. Others, too, meet at the same place that came by the route south of New

*BraLT: op. cif., p. 149. { BCAMMON: op. cif., p. 212. { BEALR: op. oit., p. 152,
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Holland. Tt must appear obvious that our whale ghips are exploring in a more effectuxl manner
than twenty national ships conld every part eof the vast Pacific. They have discovered many
istands, reefs, and sboals, which navigators sent out expressly for exploring purpoeses had passed
ungeen.”

The extraordinary success of the fleet of whalers led to a rapid increase in the number of
vessels engaged, 8o that in 1839 the flect of the United States numbered 555 vessels, whose aggre-
gate tonnage was 169,334 tons. Nearly 500 of these vessels wero ships und barks, a large propor-
tion of whieh werc in the Pacific sperio-whale fishery., In 1842 the nomber was 594, at which
time, according to Scammon, the foreign whaling fleet amounted to 230 sail, and the combined
fleet of the world engaged in whaling was 824 vessels. The fleet from the United States reached
its bighest number in 1846, when 678 ships, 34 brigs, and 17 schooners and sloops, a total of
799 vessels, measuring 230,336 tons, were engaged in this industry. It is impossible to give the
exaet number of these vessels that were cogaged in sperim whaling, but it is probable from a
careful estimate that nearly one-half of the cutire fleet followed this brunch of the whale fishery.
In 1844 the sperm-whale fieet of the United Stutes numbered 515 vessels, of which 242 were ships
and barks in the Pacifie, and 73 schooners in the Atlantic sperm fishery. At about this time the
New Holland branch of the Enpglish whale fishery was rapidly growing, fhe proximity of those
whaling ports of Australia to some of the most productive ernising-grounds enabling the ships
fitted ont there te pertorm three voyages while the English and American were performing two.
The number of whale ships from French, German, and Danish ports at this time, according to
Clieever, was between 60 and 70, amd the English fleet, which in 1821 numbered 323 ships, was
rednced o 85.

The fleet, from the United States began now to decrease, and the receipts of sperm oil became
less and less, until in 1860 the entire production of sperm oil by American vessels was only
2,306,934 gallons. The price of this oil, however, had advanced from 823 cents in 1837 to $1.413
per gallon, and the entire flect of whaling vessels was redoced to 560 sail. In 1370 the receipts
of sperm oil had further decrcased to 1,738,265 gallons, and the whaling fleet numbered 316 sail,
of which number 231 were prineipaliy sperm whaling and the balance right whaling. These
sperm whalers were distributed over the various grounds as follows: 125 in the North and South
Atilantie, 41 in the Indian Ocean, and 65 in the Pacific Ocean. In 1875 the sperm-whale fleet
numbered 134 gail and the entire whaling fleet 163 vessels, and the receipts of sperm oil were
1,342,435 gallons.

The general decline of the whale fishery, resulting partly from the scareity of whales, has ted
to the abandonment of many of the once famous grounds, and cargoes of sperm ¢il are obtained
only after the most energetic efforts in seonring the oceans. In the Western Pacific Oceau, the
Indian Qecean, and the Japan Sea, where once large fleets ot vessels cruised, thero are now but few.
The results of this branch of the whale-fishery during the year 1877 on the different grounds were
varied. In the North Atlantic Qcean eighty-two veasels took 13,500 barrels, the largest yield
for many years, @ood catches were atvo taken by the fleet off Chili, on the Off-shore Ground, at
New Zealand, and the Sooloo Sea. Vessels in the South Atlantic bad fair suceess, while but little
oil was taken in the Indian Ocean.

1n 1889 the Indian Ocean and Sooloo Sea sperm-whale grounds were abandoned by the Ameri-
can fleet.

LENGTE OF VOYAGES,—The length of a sperm-whaling voyage in the North Atlantic, where
it is generally carried on in the smaller class of vessels, is from six to eighteen months, though

+ occazionally a vessel may return with a fair cargo in five months, while another vessel of large size
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mway remain from home for three years. Voyages to the South Atlantic and Indian Ocean occupy
from two io four years, depending Ilargely upon the abundance of whales. These vessels are
principally ships aud barls, the schooners and brigs finding employment io the North Atlantie
tishery.,

Tle Pacific Ocean whalers rewmain from home three or four years, or even a greater length of
tine, trapsshipping their oil from San Franeisco, Honoluln, snd South American ports, and taking
supplies from time to time at convenient places. ’

STATISTICS FOR 1880,—The receipts of aperm oil from the American fleet in the year 1880
were 1,184,341 gallons, the smallest quantity, with the exception of the years 1865 and 15874, received
sinee the year 1826. The entire yield of the fHeet from 1304 to 1880 was 166,604,496 gallons, and the
number of sperm whales taken, allowing 25 barrels to each whale and 10 per cent. of those taken
as loat, was 232,740, The reccipts of sperm il by decades since the year 1810 were as follows:

: Trarion. . Quantity.
1 :
! i Gallons,

- ;mmmlm 5,159, 485
DIB B0 IR0 et eeiaaeanas P g%, 548, 336
i 18800 180 ..ottt SRR LY
PIBMOEOIBBD ..o ooeiieeaeioa ool B0, 146, 085 |
CARBO RO TRED e © 6, 260, BOG
CLBBOt0 TETO e L e, 308, 277
L R | 12, 819, 493

The products of the sperm-whale fishery, in addition to the oil from the blabber and head,
and ivory from the teeth, includes that very valuable substance ambergris, which when pure is
worth its weight in gold. A full disenssion of the manner of obtaining ambergris and the value
of the produetion is given in the section of this report treating of Preparation of Products.

Carr., II. W, BEABULRY oN SPERM WRALLS,— The largest sperm whale that I have seen
taken,” says Capt. I, W. Beabury, of New Bedford, © was 120 harrels ; though I have heard of one
that made 148 barrels. The male or bull, when full grown, varies from 70 to 110 barrels, very
seldom going beyond tbe latter amount, aml is from 50 to 70 feet long. Female or cow sperm
whales have been ecanght that made 50 barrels, though they do not often yield more than 35 barrels.
They vary much in size in different places. In the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, and along the
Gulf Stream through the Atiantic, they run small, and fnll-grown cows will not average over 15
barrels. Those caught in the Pacific Ocean near the equator as far as longitude 135° west, average
about 25 barrels while those canght farther west and in most parts of the Indian Qcean run
smaller. The cows with their young give fiom nothing up to 35 barrels, and seem to go in schools
together, and we frequently see from twenty-five to fifty and sometimes ove hundred or more in a
school, with occasionally a large bull among them, and at itimes, thongh seldom, we find all
sizes together. The male or bull whales seem to separate from the cows and calves when
about the size of 35 barvels, as we seldom get them in the schools of the mother and its young to
nake more oil than that, and we find the young bulls in pods or schools beyond that size; we find
them in what we call 40-barrel bulls, where they generally go in larger numbers than they do as
they increase in gize; we find them again in smaller schools of about the size of 50 barrels, and
again about 60 barrels, where we sometimes aee aight or ten togeiher, and 70 barrels four or five, and
beyound that one, two, and three, except on New Zealand Ground, where the large whales go in larger
bodies ; many times we raise a large sperm whale alone, or sometimes two within a short distance of
each other, going their regular course from 3 to 6 miles per hour; they will make their conrse as
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straight as we can steer a ship, and make their distances very regular daring the time they are up
and down; alarge vhale will usnally stay down when not distarbed from forty te fifty ninutes; have
known them tostay down one hour; their time on the top of the water ubout fiffeen minutes—spout-
ing during that time, say forty-five times, or three times to the minute. Schools are quite often seen
going off their regular conrse. The small whale does not stay down so long as the large one, and
is 1ot quite 8o regular; when feeding they ave up and down quite often. The usual way of raising
or discovering the whale is from the mast lreads, where men are stationed all the time in good
weathér during the day ; the apoat 18 generally seen first, unless they are breaching ov lap-tailing,
which makes white water aud is more easily seen than the spout, and can be scen farther off, Inavery
clear day with a moderate breeze a spont ean be seen 6 miles, and sometimes 7 miifes, and a breach
12 when a large one. A breach is when the whale comes out of water; he generally comes out head-
foremost two-thirds of his length and falls over on his side, which threws up a large amount of
water; the size of the breach is in proportion to the whale. A lap-tail is when the whale thirows
his tail ont of water, and when he lets it down it usually throws up a great deal of water, and
experienced whalemen can tell the different kind of whales very readily shortly afier they see them
spout, or by their breach; the sperm-whale spout is blown out forw ard and from the forward end
of the head, and is thick and bushy, while the finback is straight up and thin; the right is forked
forming two spouts at the top ; the bumpback is lower and thin ; the breach of a sperm whale, when
made regalar, will be like a conc and be much higher than other whales, which are lower, and
makes more of 4 splagh-—spreading ont; the length of the sperm whale are according to their
size; the longest 1 shonld think would not exceed 70 feet, the head forming about oi]e-t]y'rd of the
length, and making about one-third of the oil. There are some exceptions as to this; the large
whale will usnally make 33 per eent. head, while the smaller one will not make over 30 per cent.,
80 that it makes some difference in a cargo thab is obtuined of large whales or small ones. The case
of a large whale, which is the top of the head, will yield from 8 to 12 barrels pure spermaceti. In
former years it was the cnstom to hang the same in the ship's tackles, and bail the oil out in buckets;
the practiee is still in use now in small vesselé, but large ones, since the patent gear to the wind.
lass has been in use, have usnally hove the whale head in on deck, first separating the junk from
the case, and taking the jupk first, then the case, and bail the oil out while the same lies on deck;
(much more is saved in this way than in the old process of bailing them alongside ;) the ontside, or
white horse, as itis termed, is then thrown overboard, the junik is cat up into horse-pieces, as they
are cailed by whalemen, and put into casks on deck, or tanks below deck, if the ship is provided
with one preparatory to bailing out the same. The jaw of a large sperm whale is about 18 feet
long, meaning the longest oues, and projects out of the head about 10 feet, and the prongs or pans
are ingide about 8 feet, There are generally about forty-four teeth to a jaw, a row being formed on
each side. On the upper jaw there are no teeth, the teeth to the lower jaw going into sockets in
the upper when the mouth is closed. Their food is a fish called squid, at times said to be very large;
we often see small ones on the top of the water, and pieces of the larger ones floating abeut on the
surface from the size of a bucket to the size of a barrel ; while in the act of killing them they some-
times throw up pieces of the squid.”

6. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NORTH PACIFIC AND ARCTIC WHALE FISHERY.
THE NORTH PACIFIC AND PACIFIC-ARCTIC FISHERY.

THE BEGINNING OF THE FISHERY.—The history of whaling in the Arctic Ocean north of
Bering Strait, begins in the year 1848, when Oaptain Roys, of the bark Superior, of Sag Harbor,
N. Y., cruised there and took many large whales. The Honolulu Friend gives the following
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account by Captain Roys of the opeuing np of this profitable whaling region: “# 1 entered the
Arctie Ocean aboat the middle of July, and crnised from continent to continent, going as high as
latitede 70, and saw whales wherever I went, cutting in my last whale on the 23d of August, and
returning, through Bering Strait, on the 28th of the same month. On account of powerful currents,
thick fogs, the near vicinity of land and ice, combined with the imperfection of charts and want
of information respeeting this region, I found it both difficult and dangerons to get oil, although
there were plenty of whales. Hereafter, doubtless, many ships will go there, and I think there
ought to be some provision made to save the lives of these who go there should they be east
away.’#*

The whales taken by Captain Roys were of the bowhead species, which is peculiar to Arctic
regions. Vessels had been taking the right whale in the Okhotsk Sea and neighboring waters for
some years prier to the manguration of the Bering Strait fishery, but it was not until about this
time that whalemen began to take notice of tlie bowhead or Greenland whale that had been looked
upon as of no more importance than the finback or suipbur-bottom whales. They were greatly
surprised when they diseovered with what ease the bowhead could be killed, and the great amount
of oil and hone it yielded, Acecording to Starbuck, the first bowheads were taken in the year 1843
on the ecoast of Kamechatka by ships Hercules, Captain Ricketson, and Janus, Captain Tarner,
both of New Bedford, This species of whale was first taken in the Okhotsk Sea about 1847, or, a8
Captain Roys thinks, in 1848 or 1848.1 )

CAPTAIN BARNES ON ANCTL! WHALING IN 1877.--The following aceount of Arctie whaling
during the season of 1877 is kindly furnislied by Capt. William M. Barnes, of bark Sea Breeze, of
New Bedford, The letter was written to Capt. H. W, Seabury, and publighed in the New Bedford
Evening Standard of November 21, 1877, _

“'We cume yesterday {October 22) through the Aleutian Islands by the 172° west lengitude
pass. Betftar charts and a greater familiarity with these islands than we formerly possessed have
deprived them of much of the dread we formerly entertained for them, and I do not think that
any veasel has latefy taken the old route on the down passage to the west of the islands. In going
north last spring we passed the chain at the same place on May 4, and three days later came up
to iee in latitude 562 30° north. From that time il the 23d of the same month we gkirted the ice
to westward, attempting jo different places to pepetrate it, but ever fluding it too compact. On
May 24 we were in sight of land, 250 miles west-southwest from Cape Navarin, and on that day we
entered the iee in company with barks Roman and Mount Wollasten. In a week we had worked
through a belt of ice of some 40 miles in width, and had come into a strip of clear water, inghore
of the ice, and extending all the way to Cape Navarin, It was the luck of the Sea Breeze to get
into this water a few hours ahead of the other two vessels, and with a good breeze we soon were
a long way from them, but before they lost sight of us whales had made their appearance in the
loase ice around their ships, and each vessel succeeded in taking two large ones.

“On the 6th of June we were off Cape Navarin, and on the 10th off Plover Bay, not having
seen a single whale. On the following day, off Cape Chaplin, we saw and chased a whale going
quick north, and on the same day spoke Oaptain Redfield, of a trading schooner, who reported the
eastern part of the sea quite free from ice, and that he had seen quite a nomber of whales off St.
Lawrence Island. Bo we, going by our experience in these last few years, supposed that the
whales had already gone to the north, and made the best of our way into the Arctic. It proved,
however, that there was s4ll & large body of whalers somewhere in the sotithern ice that eame up
through the straits after nearly all the whales had passed through. The several trading vessels

" Whale and his Captors, p. 105. 1 Bes Beainmen’s Marine Mammalia, p. 60, snd Nimrod of the Bea, p. 388,
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report seeing many whales, and that gaite a number were tuken by the natives at different places.
At this time most of the whalers were walrusing, but & few that were in the line of whales in the
Aretic took one or more. In two or three days they had all gene past and no moere whales were
seen till the ships were off Point Barrow. .

“From the middle of June till the last of Jaly we were engaged {n eatching walruses. The
past sedson was rather a poor one for this brunch of business, as it was later ithan nsual hefore the
walruses were found in large sombers.  We took 2,000, that yielded 1200 Larrels of oil. There
does not yet appear any diminution iu the pumber of these animals; st H the ships eontinae to
eateh them ag they have doue for the lust fow years it cannot be Jong before there will be a great
decrease. This scason a schooner was fitted from San Franecisco expressly for walrus catching,
and doubtless the fair snecess she met with will prompt the fitting away of others next year, so I
fear the poor walruses are destined to sufler,

“ Early in August we arrived off Point Barrow.  We found a number of whalers aiready there,
and some of them boiling., The ice, when we passed up, was some 10 miles off shore, at the Sea
Horse Inlands, and from there to Point Barrow, 70 miles, there wus a stripe of elear water 20 miles
wide, but which will almost be cloged up if the wind came a few Lours from the west.  From Cape
Smith to Point Barrow there was a body of ice agroond, and o the western edge of the bank that
extends to the north from the point there was a wall of iee some 6 wiles long and 60 feet or wore
in bheight, so high that there were only a few places wherc it was possible from the “ ¢row’s nest”
to lock over it. This wall, however, was quite narrow, and probably was formed when a pack
moving from the west took the ground on this bank, in some 7 tathoms of water, the pressure
behind piling the suceeeding ice wpon that which was grounded. We fonnd the ships anchored
near the end of this wall. To the northeast there was an opening m the ice of several miles of
greater or less extent, according io the wind, while to the eastward of the point the ice Jay in
huge floes many miles in extent, and but little separated. Only near the point was there muach
gmall ice, and among this there was much that was so large as to make navigation among it unsafe
and difficult. The whales were already coming from the east, and wounld eross the open water
near the end of the ground ice and bury themselves in the wesfern pack.

“On Angust 15 five vessels started to the castward, and the next day passed out of sight'.
One vessel after another would follow, and by the last of the month the whole fieet was to the east
of Point Barrow. To the north was an unknown amount of ice, but it was possible. with care
and with a favoring wind, to thread vne’s way along the Iand among the floes of ice, In this diffi-
cnlt navigation the Roman and Milton ecame to grief, and returned fo the poiut. Somo of the
vessels report having gone as far east as Return Reef, The Sea Breeze went no farther than
Bmith’s Bay. The vessels that first went east found whales off Point Tangent, 40 miles from
Point Barrow, but farther east very few whales were seen-—fortunately, as it proved—as it is
acknowledged that if whales had been found and the fleet been detained a few days to the east
ward New Bedford would again have had to deplore the loss of her northern fleet.

“ Early in September the ships were all back to Point Barrow. The weather was now guite
cold, and the iee encroaching fast on our open space. Un the Gth of September, in company with
bark Mereury, we steered to the sonthwest and run 80 miles between the ice and land, and then
to the west of Herald Island. We found much open ice over the usual whaling-ground. Septemn-
ber 13 we were in the longitude of Herald Isiand, but 80 miles to the south of jt, and the ice
trending to the southwest, so we turned again to the east, Here we spoke bark Cleone,* Captain
Nye, who was also working east and reperted the Rainbow working up towards Herald Isiand.

" Cleons wreoked $he same year in Saint Lawrenns Bay, Captain Nye afterwards lost in Mt. Wollaston.
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In a few days we were back among the eastern ships, and on the 17th of the month learned that
the Three Brothers had been abandoned in the ice around Point Barrow, and that the ships that
prought down lier erew barely escaped the double danger of being inelosed by the iee and of being
frozen in. We had now northeast wind, quite coll, and snowy. A few nights after the W. A,
Farnsworth was lost, her crew barely baving time to escape as they atood.

« At this time there wax more young ice than I have ever before seen in the Arctie. * On the
20th of September, in latitude 702 2¢/, the whole ocean appeared to be frozen over, the young ics
being nearly an inch thick, so that the ship needed a fresh breeze to foree her way through it; and
# few days Iater we fonud iee nearly 2 inches thick still farther south.

“ About the 20iL of September several vessels left, some it is reported leaving the sea to look
for right whales. Others went westward.

UThe nockheast wind freshened to a gale, and on the 25th of September we had drifted to sonth
of Cape Lisburne, and in company with the Meunt Wollaston anchored under the lee of Point
Hope. Next day took our anchors and steeved south to leave the sea, but before we had reached
East Cape met a south wind and swung off again for Herald Island. October 1, sighted Herald
Jsland, also vessels whaling, and soon after whales.  The south wind, with & enrrent ranning north,
had carried the ice so far that ships were now whaling close to the island in clear water. Learned
soon atter that there had been many whales here; that the Rainbow had worked np throngh 80
imiles of ice and found them here about the middle of September, and that a1l the vessels here had
been doing well. There were in sight here mine sails: ¥ any more, not immediately sronnd the
island, and it was thought thaf all the others had lefs the sea. The last whales were taken here
October 10, by barks Cleone and Helen Mar. We took thiree only, making 330 barrels, TFor mapy
years [ have not seen 80 mavy or sach large whales as about bere for the first week in Qctober.

« Left Herald Tsland October 10, On the 12th anchored in Saint Lawrenece Bay. Tound here
the Ruinbow, 17 whales; Norman, 14 whales; and Mount Wollastoi, 8 whales. Soon after arrived
there the Pacilic 11 whales, the Northern Light 9 whales, the Progress 8 whales, the Helen Mar 13
whales, and the Cleone 11 whales.

« Wa sailed from Saint Lawrence Bay October 18, leaving five vessels there. Two days later
we killed and lost @ right whale, near Baint Matthew’s Island, by the sinking of the whale. And
now the season geems closed, and nothing remains but to make the best of our way toport. * * *

% Long before you will receive this, in all probability you have learned all that is to be known
concerning the vessels abandoned last seuson. Only two vessels survived the winter. There
were, I believe, five men, Hawaiian natives, wlo made their way over the iee to the Aecors Barns,
the vessel that lay nearest the land, away to the east of Point Bamrow. It chanced that in the
gale that soon came on, after the fleet was abandoned, that this vessel was driven through a break
in the ground-iee that walled the northern shore, and these men succeeded in reaching the land
and Point Buarrow seon after the departare of the vessels that were saved. Three of these men
wers badly frozen and scon died. The two others were kindty ecared for by the natives on the point,
and when 1| saw them on board Hawaiian brig William H. Allen were fat and hearty. The bark
Clars Bell was abandoned a few miles south from Cape Smith. She was found lying at her aﬁchor,
wholly elear from ice, and with no further damage than was done by the natives, who took what-
ever was of any nse to them, aud cut and hacked till they had made a bud looking vessel of her.
The first fow vessels helped themselves to whatever was left of value, and the schooner Neowton
Booth, of San Francisco, took the remaining ¢il. The Clara Bell lay there at her anchor ill abouat
the 20th of September, when she broke adrift and came up with the carrent and went out of sight
in the ice to the northeast. She was last seen off Harvison’s Bay. .
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«J cannot learn that anything certain is kuown concerning the other abandoned ships. There
was a report that some trading vessel understood from the natives, st Point Hope, that during the
winter a ship wade ber appearance off the point, among the ice; that they (the natives) boarded
Ler; thai they found no one on her; but on the ice near her the hodies of two men who had
perished while trying to reaeh the land, It seems probable io e thatin the strong northeast
gales of the fall the abundoned ships were driven to the sonthwest, and were drifting around with
the ice through the winter, and i ot sooner broken to pieves, were caatied away in the spring among
the ice moving north., The Acors Barng was buroed by the natives.

4% The men that spent the winter among the natives report most kind treatment. They say,
however, that occasionally they had to Hee from one house to another, when the inwates of the
first were having o drunkeu froliv, as at such thwoes they could not be sure of their lives, A few
years ago these people did not know the use of jutoxicating liguors.  What 2 comnment on ony
boasted civitizalion and ov the genuineness of our Christtanity tlat this itie colony of prople,
this most remote cornter ol the earth, must suffer and be inbruted beecause of us! Lt is a grievows
shame, and one that I hope will soon come io an end.”  [The Sea Lreeze arrived at San Fraucisco
November 11, baving bad a long and rovgh passage down—a succession of southerly gales—
with 1,450 barrels ¢il, 5,000 pounds whalebone, snd 6,000 pounds Ivory.j

CAPTAIN P1ASE ON ARCTIC WHALING. —Captain Pease, of the ship Champion, of BEdgartown,
in a letter publisied in the New Bedtord Shipping List, of November 29, 1879, thus describes
some of the incidents of Arctic whaling :

“We made and entered the ice on the 17th day of May, abount 40 miles south of Cape Navarin,
weather thick and snowing; on the 20th the weather cleared up, showing about a dozen ships in
the ice. The weather having every appearance of a gale, I worked out of the ice, and soon found
mygelf surrounded by fifty ships. Saw but one whale in the ice, On the 23d, weather pleasant,
two or three ships worked a short distance in the ice ; the next day the fleet commenced following
and in a few hours fifty ships were on a race 1o Cape Thaddeus; it was oak against tce, and like
all heavy moving bodies which come in collision, ‘the weakest structure always gives way;’ so
with the sbips, they all came out more or less damaged in copper and sheathing—the Champion
four days ahead to Cape Thaddeus, in clear water.

“ Unfortunately, for the first time since whaling, there were no whales. On the 13th of June
we lowered for a whale geing quick into the jce, Cape Agchen bearing southwest 80 miles, and
before getting the boats clear the ice packed around us, From that time until the 26th, so close
and heavy was the ice packed around us, that we found it impossible to move the ship. With our
sails furled, we drifted with the ice about 12 miles per day toward Cape Agchen, the ship lying
as quiet as in a dock, but on the 22d, when close under the cape, a gale set in frow the southward,
Prodneing a heavy swell and causing the ship to strike heavily against the ice. We saved our
rudder by booking our blubber-hooks to it and heaving them well tau¥ with hawsers to our
quarters. Had the current not taken an easterly shore course, the ship must have gone on shore.
The wind blowing on shore, which was distant less than half a wile, 5 to  fathoms of water under
us, ship rolling and ponnding heavily against the ice, weather o thick we could not see 50 yards,
made it rather an anxions time. For thirty-six hours I was expecting some sharp-pointed rock
wonld crash through her sides. On the 24th, finding only 43 fathoms water, littls current, with
the larger picees of ice around, we lut go an anchor and held her to & large floe of ice. Here we
broke our sampson-post off in the deck. Un the morning of the 25th the weather cleared up.
showing our position to be at the head of a small bay about 15 miles east of Cape Agcben. Here
for two days wé lay becalmed and ice-bonnd. On the second day the ice loosened, when we took

i
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our anchor and by eighteen hours’ hard work succeeded in kedging about 4 miles seaward; a
breeze then springing up from off shore, we apread sail and passed into elear water. We apent a
short time in the straits, but saw nothing of the bowhead kind. Passed into the Arctie July —,
and fonwd west of the fleet eatching walrus; sbont a dozen rhips (this one among the nomber)
went craising along the northern ice for bowbeads. After prospecting from Iey Cape to near
Herald Tslangd, and seeing not a whale, I returned to the walrus fleet, The first ship I saw was
the Vineyard, with one hundred apd seveniy-five walrus; since then I have mot seen or heard
from her. This walraaing is quite a new business, and ships which had engaged in it the previous
season and care up prepared were very snccessful.  While ab it, we drove business as Lard as the
biest of them, hut soon became convineed Llat the ship’s company {taken collectively) were much
inferior to many others; they ceuld not endure the cold and exposure cxpected of them. T have
seen Doats’ crews that were properly rigeed, kill and strip & boat-load of walras in the same length
of time anoiher (not rigged) would be iv killing one and hanting him on the ice. We took some
four hundred, making about 230 barrels. Abowt August 5 all the ships went in pursait of bow-
heads (most of them to Toint Barrow), When off the Sea Horse Islands we saw a few whales
working to the westward, just enongh to detain us; we took two making 200 barrels; the weather
cold, and & gale all the time. In September 1 worked up abont 70 miles from Point Barrow; saw
quite a show of small whules iu the sea; took four whick made about 100 barrels, As that was a
Tair sample, and not baving the right boys to whale in that ice, where the thermometer stood only
8 above zero, I went back to the westward.  Ships that had from forty to fifty men (clad in skins)
and ofticers secastomed to that purticular kind of whaling, did well. In going back the fourth
mate struck a whale which made about 70 barrels, From the 28th of September to the 4th of
October we saw a good chance to get oil, had the weather been good, and a well, bardy crew.
We could not cut aund whale at the same time. We took four whales which would have made 500
barrels bad we had good weather to beil them.  On the 4th of October we put away for the straits,
in company with the Seneea, John Howland, aud Johu Wells—a gale from the northeast, and
snowing.  On the evening of the 7th it blew almost o hurricane; hove the ship to south of Point
Hope, with main-topsail furled; lost starboard bow boat, with davits—ship covered with ice and
oil.  Ou the 10th entered the straits in a heavy gale; when about 8 miles sonth of the Diomedes,
had to heave ro winder bare poles, blowing furiously, and the heaviest sea I ever saw ; #hip making
bad weather of it; wo had about 123 barrels of oil on deck, and all our fresh water; our blubber
Letween deeks in horse pieces, snd goiug from the forecastie to the mainmast every time she
pitched, and impossible to stop it; ship covered with ice and oil; could only mnster four men in
a watch; decks dooded with water all the timo; no fire to cook with or to warm by, made it the
most anxions and miserable time I ever experienced in all my sea service. During the night
shipped a heavy sea, which took off bow and waist boats, davits, slide-boards, and everything
attacked, staving about 20 harrels of ofl. At daylight on tle second day we found ourselves in 17
fathoms of water, and about 6 miles from the center cape of Saint Lawrence Islaud. Fortunately
the gale moderated » little, so that we got two close-reefed topsails and reefed conrses on her,
and by sundown were clear of the west end of the island, Had it not moderated as soon as it did,
we should, by 10 a. m., hkave been shaking hands with our departed friends.”

Another difficalty of North Pacific navigation is mentioned in a letter from Capt. William H.
Kelley, of the bark James Allen, of New Bedford, to the Hawaiian Guagzette, in 1874.* He says:
“One of the perplexities of the navigator ci‘uising in the Aretic Ocean is the singular effect northerly
and southerly winds seem to have upon the mariner's compass. Captains have noticed this singo--

* Bee New Bedford ‘¢ Bhipping List,” January &, 185,
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larity for years, and no solution of the matter, as far as T have learned, has yet been arrived at.
Navigators have noticed that with a north or northeast wind they can tack in eight poings, while
with the wind south or southwest in from fourteen to sixteen points. Allnavigators know that for
a square-rigged vessel to Mo within four points of the wiad is an utter fmpossibilify, the average
with sqoare-rigged vessels being six peints. This peculiar action of the compass renders the navi-
gation of the Arctic dificult and at times dangerous, especially in thick, foggy weuther, Naviga-
tors in these regions have proved to their satisfaction that on the American coast, north and cast
of Peint Barrow, to steer 2 land conrse by the compass and allow the variations given by the
charg, 449 15" east, with the wind at north o northeast, would run the shiy axhore, sicering either
east or west, * * * Experience, therefore, huas obliged navigators to ignore the variations
marked upon the charts, and lay the ship’s eourse by the compass alone to make a land-course safe in
thick weather. * * * 'With an east or west wind the effect on the compass is not 50 great as
with other winds. 1 bave said this muach to show the working of the compass in the Aretic Ocean
duriug different winds, not that I admit that the wind has any effect whatever upon the compass.
I give the facts as they eame under my observation, and corroborative testimony will be borne by
any shipmaster who has cruised in the Arctic OQceanl”

THE DANGERS OF THE FISHERY.—Whaling in the Aretic Ocean is attended with uncertainty
in every particular, both in regard to the condition and movement of the ice, and the movement of
the whales. The eurly departure of the animals to inaceessible regions wmong the jce, aud the
anxions weeks spent ip awaiting their return, make this gronnd one of the most exciting regions
that whalemen can find, and the surroundings are of more than usual interest. Moch has been
written in the accounts of Arctic expeditions descriptive of the icy regions, and mueh is said of the
dangers attendirg navigation in these scas. Nothing can exceed the daring and pluek of the
whalemen in their endeavors to search out and capture their prey. Forgetful of surrounding
dangers, they pursué the spouting animal far vp among the ice-floes, and muany a vessel has been
¢rushed to pieces by the ice as she was tracking out a whale. Anxious to secure full fares, they
remain amid the freezing waters nntil early winter stares them in the face, when they plow their
way homeward. Several disasters have overtaken the fleet in their zeal to eateh the whale, asin
1871, when thirty-two noble craft were Jeft at anchor in sight of certain destruciion, the erews,
after arduous labor, saving themselves in boats.

The story of the disaster of 1871, as also that of 1876, is told as follows by Starbuck:

“In the fall of 1871 came noews of s terrible disaster to the Avctie fleet, rivaling in its extent
the depredations of the rehel cruiser. Off Point Belcher thirty-four vessels lay crasbed and
mangled in the ice; in Honolulu were over twelve hupdred seamen who by this eatastrophe were
ﬁhipw%ecked.

“Barly in May the fleet arrived south of Uape Thaddeus, where they found the ice closely
Packed, and the wind blowing strong from the northeast.* This state of affairs continued during
the most of the month. June came in with light and variable winds and foggy weather; Lut the
ice vpening somewhat, the ships pushed through in sight of Cape Navariu, where they took five
or six whales, and for a short time heard many more spouting among the ice. About the middle
of June the ice opened still more, and the fleet passed on through Anadir Sea, taking a few whales
a8 they weni, By the 30th of June the vessels bad passed through Bering Strait, preceded
by the whales. Waiting the farther breaking up of the jue, they commenced catching walruses,
but with comparatively poor success. During the latter part of July, the ice disappearing from
the east shore south of Cape Lisburne, the flest pushed on to the eastward, following the ice, the

* Harper’s Weekly, December 2, 1871;
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principal portion of which was in latitude 69 10/, A clear strip of water appearing on the east
ghore, leading alony the land to the northeast, they worked along through it to within a few miles
of Jey Cape.  Hers some of the vessels anchored, gnable to proceed farther on account of the ice
lying ou Blussom Shoals.

“ About the Gth of Aapust the joe on the shoals sturted, and several ships got under way.
In a fow days most of the fleet was north of the shoals, and, aided by favorable weather, they
worked to the portbeast as far ag Waivwright Inlety eight vessels reaching there on the Tth,
Here the ships eifher anchored or made fast to the ice, which was very heavy and densely packed.
and whaling was careied on briskly for several days, and every euconragement was given for a
favorable catch.  On the 11th of Angust 2 sodden chauge of wind set the ice inshore, catehing u
large number of boats which were eruising for whales in the open ice, and forcing the ships to get
wmrder way to avoid being erushed.  The vessels worked insbore under the lee of the ground ice,
and sncceeded, despite the difficuliies of the situation, in saving their beats by haunling them for
long distances over the icy, sowe of thew, however, being badly stoven. Op the 13th the iee
grounded, leaving a narrow strip of water aloug the land up to Point Beicher. In this open
water luy the flevt anchored or fast to the iee, waiting for the expocted norlliast wind that wag
to relieve them of their joy barricr, whaling constanily being earried on by the boats, thongh
necessarily under many adversitics,

“Onr the 15th of August the wind came around 3o the westward, driving the ice still closer
to the shore and ecompelling the vessels to work c¢lose in to the land. The drift of the ice inland
was 80 rapid that some of The vessels were compelled to slip their cables, there beimg no time to
weigh anchor, iy this event the fleel was driven into a narrow strip of water not over a half
a mile in width at its widest part. Eere, scattered along the coast for 20 miles, they lay, the water
from 14 to 24 feet deep, and ice as far as the lookouts at the mastheads could see. Whaling was
atill earvied on with the Dboats off Sea-Horse Island and Point Franklin, althongh the men were
obliged to cat up the whales on the ice and tow the biubber to the ships.

“On the 25th a stroug northeast pale set in and drove the ice to a distance of from 4 to 8
miles off shore, and renewed attention was given to the porsuit of the whale. Up to this time no
immediate danger had Decon anticipated by the captaing Deyoud that incidental to their usoal
sojourn in these seas. The Tskimo, nevertheless, with the utmost friendliness, advised them to
met away with all possible xpeed, as rhe sea woulld net again open; but this was contrary to the
Arctie experienee of the whalemen, and they resolved to hold their position,

“Om the 20th began the peries of conflicting virenmstances resulting in the destroction of the
feet. A southwest wind sprang up, light is the morning, but freshening so toward evening that
the lce returned mshore with such rapidity as to cateh some of the ships in the pack. The rest of
the fleet retrested abead of the ice, and anchored in from 3 to 4 fathoms of water, the ice still
coming in and smail ice packing aronnd them. The heavy floe-ice grouvded in shoal wager and
between it and the shore Iny the ships, with searcely room to swing at their anchors,

“On the 24 of Septeanber the brig Comet swas caught by the heuvy ice and completely cruahed
her erew burely making their eseape {0 the other vessels. She was pinched until her timbers all
snapped and the stern was forced out, and hang suspended for three or four days, being in the
mean time thoroughly wrecked by the other vessels; then the ice relaxed its iron grip and she
sunk. St onr hardy whalemou hoped that the looked-for sortheasterly gale would come, and
felt greater uneasiness on account of the loss of time than because of their present peril Their
experience gould not point to the time when the favoring gale had failed to assure their egress.
Nothing but ice was visible off shore, however, the only clear water being where they lay, and

»



THE WHALE FISERY, . K1

-

that narrowed to a atrip from 200 yards to half a mile in width, and extending from Point Ieicher
tr 2 or 3 miles south of Wainwright Inlet. The southeast and southiwest winds still cortinued,
iight from the former and fresh from the luiter direction, and every day the ice packed more and
more closely around the doomed vessels.

¢ On the 7tk of September the barkk Roman, while cutting-in a whale, was canght between
two immense floes of ice off Sea Horse Islands, whence she bad Lelplessly drifted, and crushed to
atoms, the officers and crew escaping over the ice, gaving scareely anvtbiong but 1heir lives.

“The next day beheld the bark Awashonks meel a similur fate, and a third fugitive erew

78 (listributed amoby the remaiving ships. The peril was now apparent to all; (he season wus

rapidly approaching the end; the ice showed no signs of starting, but on the contrary the little
clear water that remained was rapidly filling with iece and clesivg around them. Frequeud samd
serious were the copsultations held by the captains of the beleaguered vessels. Une thing at
least was evident without discnssion; if the vessels eould not be extricated, the erews must be
got away before winter set in, or the scanty stoek of provisions they liad could only postpone an
inevitable starvation. As a precantionary measure, peading a decision on the best course to
adopt, men were set to work to build up the boats, that is, to raise the gunwales 50 as to enable
them the better to surmount the waves, Shoes* were also pui on 't-lmm, to prevent, as far as pos-
sible, injury from the ice. The brig Kohola was lightened in order to get ber over the bur af
Wainwright Inlet, upen which there were only 5 or 6 feet of water. Her oil and stores were
trausterred to the deck of the Charlotte, of San Francisco, but when discharged it was found that
she still dreav 9 feet of water, and the attempt to get her over the sheal water was abandoned.}
An expedition of three boats, under the command of Cupt. D). K. Frazer, was now sent. down the
coast to aseertain how far the ice extended; what chances there were of getting through the
barrier; what vessels, if any, were outside, and what relief could be relisd upon. Captain
Frazer returned on the 12th, and reported that it was utterly impracticable 1o get auy of the
mwiin body of the fleet out; that the Arctic and another vessel were in clear water below the
field, which extended to the south of Blossom Shoals, 80 miles from the imprisoned crafts; and
that five more vessels, then fast in the lower cdge of the ive, were likely to get out soon. He also
reported, what every man then probably teok fuor granted, that these free vessels would lay by to
aid their distressed comrades. 1t is a part of tbe whaleman’s ereed to stand by hig mates. On
bearing this reported, it was decided to abandon the fleet, and make the best of their way, while
they could, to the rescuing vessels. It was merely u question whether they should leave their
ships and save their lives, or stand by their ships and perish with them. ‘

“The morning of the 14th of September came, and a sad day it was to the crews of the ice-
bound crafts. At noon the signals, flags at the mast-heads, union down, were set, which teld
them the time had come when they must sever themselves fromn their vessels.} As a stricken family

A aﬂiuathing—-«in this case copper—heing used. :

1The same experiment, with the same rewnlt, was tried by Captain Redfield, of the brig Victoria.

t The following protess was written on the 120h of September, and signed by all the captains on the following day
hefore abandening their vessels:

“PoINT BELCHER, drolic lcean, Seplonher 12, 1871,

*Know all men by these pressnts, that we, the nndersigned, masters of Whl{.](‘-!!l]]i}")ﬂ now lying at Point Belcher,
after holding s meeting concerning our dreadful situation, have all coms fo the conclusien that oar ships cannet b
gob vat this year, and there being no harbor that we can geb our vessels into, snd not having provisions enough to
feud our orews to excesd three months, and being in & barren coantry, where there s neither food uor fuel to be
obtained, we frel onrselves wnder the painful necessity of abandoning onr vessels, and trying to work our way socth
with our beats, and, if possible, get on buard of ships that ate south of the ive, Wa thizk tv wonld not be prudent to
leave 1 winglo enul 1o Jnek after onr vessels, as the first westerly gale will crowd ths jec ashore, agd cither erush the

8goc. v, VoL, 4—36
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feels when the devouring dames destroy the hotne wlhich was thedr shelter, und with it the littls
souvenirs and priceless memoriis w biek Doad bovicss carefuily collected wid so earpestly treasared,
w0 feels the mariper when compeilsd totenr hivisels from the ship, wiich seemws to him ot onee parent,
triend, amd shielier. b these vessely iy the 2esnln of 0l 1he toit and daoger encoudlered by them
sipee lenviie Hovts  Their chiesis conntised those Hirhe tokens reecived from or reseTvedd lor riends
thommnnts oF niles away, apd notviuy eoutd be mken with them save cortain preseribed and
fndizpersiable articles. With heavy Treasts they epiered iheir boats end pulied away, a monrniul,
Amost funeread, dotilla, toward whers the vessele Tay that were to preve thelr salvation. Tender
womet aud children woere there, whe, by Thelr presence, sought o roliove the tedivm of o loug
voyige to their husbauds aad futhers, and the eold sorth wind blew pititessly over the frozen sea,
chilling 1 the mparrow the mmfortpnate fugiiives.

“Che fivst night out the wandervs cisamped on the beack bebing the sand-hills, A scanry
supply of ire-wood they had with them sad sueh driftowoad as they conid colleet sufliced to muke
d@ fire o proteet e sowewoi o the elidifing frosr, The suflors dingoed boats over the Bills,
and by turning thons borton apward snd coveriug them with sails, oode guite confortable habi-
tations for the women und ebildgen.  The rest mwude therselves comfortabie us best they could, .

“Onthe secoud day ons,” says Cuprain Prebdo, » the Douts reached Blossnn Shoals, and there
spied the refuge-vessels iving 3 miles ont fron shiore, aind belifnd i tongoe of ice that stretehed
Hke w grend pentosile 10 miiles further down the coast, wid wround the point of whiclh the weary
erews were obliged to pail briore U coudd pel abouwnd, The weather lere was very bad, the
wind blowiny tresh from the soutlrwest, causing asea that threatened the little eratt with annibi-
lution. Sl the hazaritons jouroey bad (o be perforined, and there was oo tone Lo be lost o setting
aboat it. * * * Al submdtted o this ney dinger with becoming chiverfulness, wod the little
bouts sturted op thelr almost hopeless voyage, even the women amd eldidren suothering their
apprehiereions as best they conld.  On theveyagcealong the fuside of the fey poiut of the peninsula
evervibing went moderfeiv weil o ot on rondding it they eneounisred the full Jorce of o tremen-
doug southwest gule wnd @ sew Pl wousld heove sades the stoutest ship tronible. In this fearful
san the whale oals were Tossed ahout ke ploces of sk, They shipped quantities of water from
every wave which struch them, reqguiring the ntmost diligence of sl bands at l_)il.ilil.lg‘ to Koep
them atloat.  Everybodyis clothieg was thoronglly suturated with the Treczing brine, while all
the bread and fHour it the Doats wax compdetely spoiled. The strenpgtly of the pule was such that
the ship Arctic, after geriivg her portion o1 the vourgees on Board, parted her chain-cable and jost
Ter port anchor, but bum;_rhi. up again with her sturbeard sonchier, which held nntil the litthe feet
wa ready ¢ sall

By four oelock i the afte noorn of the sceond day all were distribnted among the seven
vessels that formed the remnunt of the dest that sailed for the Aretic Ocean 1he previous spring,
Not a ]wnmi wus ot o add o the griersiveady fedt or ts inevease the g’.(mm of ﬂiur witmation,

H]nprs ar dn\u*uvm mhh i Ul h wels, 'l_urm o e tlee? ave dh‘mf.\ hc el ir{hlu-tl and two are now ]_ymg huve
ort, whick have heon eruadied by the e and sre Teakiog badly, W have now five wrecked erews distributed smong
g We have barely roonr tenw g ot saebo bebween the boel ol beeaind the Dol aned we are 1viog in three fathous
of water,  Should we be cast on the beoets 1t would be an feawr cloven moniz belore we vinelid Look Jor aasissance, and
in all prebability pive out of ten would dic of sturvation o scarvy befope the opeuing of spring.

* Therefore, we lieve arrived ab (bose concluntous: Atter the votur: of onr cepedition under comnpand of Capt.
1. W Frazer, of the Florida, be having with wisbe-bowts worked 10 the sontbwird as fur as Blossom 8hoals, andd
tound that tlee fee pressed dnbore e entire distaneo it onr posiiion (o the shouds, teaving inseveral pliees ouly
sufllciant weter for our bouts to pass through, aud this i allo 5t Ay srument to b fvosch over daring e twenly-loar
o, wihich wonid ot off oar reireat, sven by the bueats, ax Capaain Frager bad to work through o vonsidersble
quantity of vonng foe duving his expedition, which ens up his boas badly ™

{Sigmed Y the wasters, !
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To the Europa were ussigned 280 to the Aretic, 2505 ¢ the Progress, 2415 to the Lagoda, 193 ;
o the Daniel Webster, 113 te the Midas, 200; awd 1o the Clanee, 60 in all L2219 souls in addi-
tion to their regular crews.  On the 24th of Ociober whe larger portion of these vessels Teached
Fonolulo, and the remaining ones of tho seven sheediy 1ollowed,

#0n the receipt of the news of this disuster, wore particutarly in New Bediord, preat oxeite-
went wax eccasioned.  The value of the wrecked vessels sailing trom that port alone exceeded,
with their cargoes, 1,000,000, But the owners of whaling-vessels were not the men to viekl
supinely to a single misforrune, however overpowering it niight seem, and the eosuing year EWOLTY -
seven ships were busy in the Aretie, and im 1273 swenny-nine visited that Prevurious sea,

- *The names of the beleaguered flewt were: from New Bedford, burks Awashonks, value
838,000 ; Concordia, 73,000 Coutesr, $40406; Bligabeth, $60.000; Buily Morgun, $60,000;
Lingeunia, $56.000; Fanny, $35,000; Guy flead, $40,000 2 (reoras, £40,000 3 Heury Tuber, $52,000;
solin Wells, $46,000 5 Massachiusetts, $4.000 ;1 Minerva, $50,000; Navy, $43,000 5 Oliver Crocker,
845,000 Benvca, $70,0005 Villlam Hotel, 845,000 ships George Towlarud, $43,000 Reindeer,
£40,000 ; Roman, $69,000 ; Thomas Dickason, #3000, From New Londou, barck J. D. Thompson,
vitlue $45,000 5 and ship Mouticello. ££5,000.  From San Fraeiseo, barks Garlotta, value $52,000 ;
Florida, $51,0005 and Victoria, 536,000, Trow Bdgartewn, ships Chunpion, vatue §40,000; and
Mary, $57,000.  And from Donolul, Sandwich Islands, barks Paira Hobola, $20.000; Comer,
BIO,000 5 wod Vietosin 23 awml ship Juiian, 840,000, The Honoluln vessels Lad generaily Ameri.
cian owners, huving been pluged vinder the Thawaiian lay ro proteet them from rebe! eralsers.

“ Cupt. Williane IE Kelley, wha comminnded (he Gay Head, visited the locality the following
Year; and wrote howne the condition of such of the vessels us still remuined. Tho Minerva lay at
the entranee to Wainwright Inlet, as gond in Bl as wien abandoned. The T, Dickason lay on
her beam-ends on the bank, Wlged wnd 1l of wuler. | The Senecs was dragged by the ice up
the coust sorue distanoe; hur bowspril was pone, Ydwaris stove, amd rdder carvied away, and
wlic was frozen in selid, The Helndeer sank, and the Florids wax ashore on Sea Horse Islands,
burned to the water’s edge. The vest of the Heot were either carried away by the tee, crushed to
pleces, or burned by the natives. The Guy Eead sud Concordia wero burhed where thoy lay.
*The bark Massachusetts went around Point Barrow. There was ohe white man on bowrd her
who siaid ap here lust wiuter., He muade Lis esisdpe over the jee this sumimer, and was five davs
zetting back to the ships. He wus wbout used np when they found him this summer. The
natives set oud to kill Lim, but the woren saved bim, und aterward the old chief took care of
him. He saved u large quantity of Boue, but the natives ook it away from him, except w small
quantity. He said $150,000 would ner tempt hiw 1o try another winter in the Arctic. He said
thitt four days afrer we left the ships last year the water frozs over aud the natives walked off to
the ships; and fourteen duys after there came on a hesivy northeast gule and drove all bor the
ground-ice away (that never moved). Shomly after there Llow another portheast gale, and he
said that of all the butting and smashing Ie ever suw, the worst was wmeng ilose whips driving
Into cach other during those pales. Some were grouwd to atoms, and what the jee sparad the
hatives soon destroyed, after pillaging ihew of everything they pleased.’”

In the season of 1876 the ficet met with another disaster of less pecaniary extent but inore
appalling in its cffect on buman lile. The fleet consisied i eighteen American ships and barks
and two foreign vessols. Of thess, twelve were lost or abandoned in the Arotie. * Much of the
melanchbly story seems a dupliente description of that of 187i.  Aguin the fleet had eutered that
fatal ocean early in Atgust, und apain comnienced the seadon’s whaling with prespects of fair



R4 HISTORY AND METHODS OF THE FISHERIES.

suceess ; again the ico commaenced closxing around them ; again they cherished defusive hopes that
a strong gale would drive it off shore and afford fhem s means of escupe, and again these hopes
were doomed to a bitter disappointinent,  Apgain the inasters decided it wus neceassary to abandon
their vessels, and again the abandonment was accomplished. Here the parallel ceases. Several
wen perishied from expostee o joarueying frons one beleagnered vessel to another apparent!y more
cafe, and nany died on the toilsowme, perilons mareh and voyage fo the rescoing ships. Many
more preferted to stay by the ships and risk their chanees of surviving during the terrible Aretic
winter to assvming the nearer and, to themw, apparently no less dangerons alternative of an imme-
diate escape™  Three imdred men escaped, and Afty-three remained among the natives. There
wag bo feasible way to commnuicate with thewm antil the summer of 1877, Provisions and fuel were .
reported amply snfbcient tor them, and with the firat clear water of 1877 ready hands and willing
hearts hasteped to their assistance, The expericnces of these men dnring the winter and untiy
their resone in the swnmer of 1877 are told by Cuptain Barnes ou page 77, above; only two of
the abandoned vessels survived the winter: one of these was bnrued by the natives and the other
was lost in Septewber, 1877, The nawmwes of the lost and abandoned vessels with their approx-
imate valnes, not including eargoes, were as foliows : (Of these the Arctic was fost; the others aban-
doned,y From New Bedford, the Acors Barns, $306,000; Camilla, $36,000; Cornelins Howland,
$40,000; James Alen, $36,000; Java 24, $25,000: Josephine, $40,000 ; Marengo, $40,000 ; Mount
Wollaston, $32,000; Onward, $40,000; and Bt George, $36,000. From San Franciseo, the Clara
Bell, 824,000, And from Honolain, the Aretic, $32,000, and Desmond, $24,060. A total loss of
$442,000. The estimated valae of the cargees was about $375,000 more.

In 1877 three of the Arctic fleet were lost, in 1873 oue, and in 18793 three, The deseription of
the eluss of vegsels employed in this fishery is giveu nnder the head of vessels and apparatos,
and the eroising-grounds are disenssed under the head of whaling-grounds.

STATINTICS OF PACIFIC-ARCTIO WHALING 15835 To 1880.—The following statement gives a
sunmmary of ecach seasor’s fishing of the North Pacific fleet from 1835 to 1880, The locality
inclodes the waters between the Asiatic and American coasts north of 502 north latitude.

Statement showing the number of Amerivan pessels in the Norih Pucific Rect eoch year and their catok of oil and bone.

[Cumpiled frou Whalcwen's Shipphog List.]

- 'I Average Total !l.
Your *";:Jr IR ST R Remacka "
1885.....- { 1
1636 ... i
1847, l )
IRE, .. ... i 1
wme .. | o
R0, El 87 1,780 |.....
[ET T o 1,412 | R0 Lol
Rz o 1,07
£ SN B (v 3 1, 849
B4 ... | 170 1,528
1885, . } 263 om e maeane
20 269 bz ) N

¥ Higtery Whale Fishery, in U 8, Fish Commission Report, 1575276,
t Arctic whalebone not recorded separate prior to 1853
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Statement showing the number of American vessels in the Novth Pacific fleef cach your and their cateh, §e.--Continued.

Year,

1847

Remasks.

-} Two ot the fleat loat, the George aud Mary snd Pealing.

i Alao eleven {foretgn veonnls,

Alwo seven foréign veasels that toolr 4,370 barrela oil, 86,000 potnds bhons.
Also #ix forelgn versels that took 8,475 harrels oil, 85,000 pennda home.

Alag nine foreign vessels that took 3,080 barrels oil, 27,000 ponnds bone.

All Lut seven of the fleet were lost, inclndisg four forvign vessela

1 Also four forelgn veasels took LB00 hartels ofl, 20,400 ponnds Bowe.

Also four foreign vessols; two of then took 986 barrels ail, 5,300 ponnds hone.
Alro four foreign vesasls that tuok 2,530 barrele oll. 25,000 peonds bone.

Alao fonr foreign vesaels that tool 8,450 barrels oil, 36,800 peunds bone.

Al but eight of the flect loat, alao two foreiga vessels,

Threnofthe Aeet woralost.  One foraizn varael took 300 barrels oil, 2,400 ponudas bone,
One of the flaet lost.

Three of ths feat loat.

I b Averags Total ..
ets, bareele | bumele I\SLECRY
177 1, 059 157, 443
150 1,164 156, 256
155 1, 934 208, £50 |,
4 1,602 243,048 ..
026 86,380 |
1, 343 74,450 |...
B2 217,056 |
e 184,003 |.
873 189, 579 1.
g2 146,410 ;..
THGE 113,900 |.
820 121,650 |
534 84, 160
515 82,678 |.
124, 55 024 | .
610 18, 535 |
957 38, pii |.
B2 1 35,490 | T
8171 384161 .. .
98 665
540 T 820 [L.oeee....
708 43,230 €27, 560
B9 38, 275 523, 060
1, 460 49, 05 G50, 560
[ I 15, 00
80 19,730 ! 255, 200
an i3 20, 265 © 230, 300 |
0, 330 298, 100
21, 640 230, 460
5, 250 35, 200
17, 530 153, %00
13, 080 114, 200
18, 80 200, 560
8, T00 409, 060
s, 004, 307

* Arctic whalobone not recordud separati prior ta 1868,

1 Slnce the wbove was compiled the reporta for mnhsequont veare have been received, aa follows: 1881, 23 vessels, 24, 740 barrela of whale
oil, 387,000 ponnds whalebhone; 38R, I3 veasals, 22 976 barrels whaie oil. 360,500 pounds wlhalebona; 18K3. 2R veasels, 10,155 barrels whale oil,
150,400 pounda whalebone ; 1884, 39 vensels, 20,450 barrels whale oil, 318.700 pottuds whalebone, 'The fest in 1980 included two ateamers, in
1454 the number of atesmers had incroaned to nine.  Another marked change In this fsbery ja the larger proportion of vessels hailing from
San Franeisce, as is shown on mibavgquent pages in the details of each year'a voyage.

The eraislng groands of the flect, prior (o 1848, ware south of Bering Htrait, ohilefly on the Northwest Grourd. In 1848 a vesas] passed
through the Stralt and was vory succesaful. TFrom thai date tbe Arctic fleet incronsed rapidly in pombers, Since the year 1868 the principa]
teanrt of the North Puetfio fleet (ne calied} han been the Arotie Ooean north of Bering Strait, oa sbown on following pagee.
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The details of each voyage to the North Pacific and Arctic Geeans sincee 18638 are given lu the
following lHats, compiled from the Whalemer’s Shipping List:

Lint of vesveds compreisisng the Novth Pacifie whalivg fiset of 1760, with the scoson’s cntch of each vessel.

: Reasow's vt | Baaroh's tatch,

Name of veasel. Finbing cronnd. | Hume of veasel. I Fishingground. | L

: i Whale ! I Whale | Bone

; vl ! vil | :
S S R SR U SR I

i ' ' ; . ; !

NEW BRLFOHD. : | Brreds,  Pownds, . TFW AEWIRD—gOD e, | | Barveli. . Founds.
Active ..o D Aretic ool Bt i B0 b Realivenso. o L L Okbotek. Ll 1100 ] 16,000
Adpline .. .. L | Okbolak . Aot 4 e ol e | Kadiak....- 3t 300
Alta . ..., .. ... Eedizk. ... ......} 455, 4o T GenTde L.l L AP L : o 4, 000
ATUTOTA o cceee s o _._.!...,d{\..,... . 400 5, ¢y I: Tamerhme . .. coia.. o : 30! 4, GO
Awsghonks. (L ce.. Avafin, ! M - 35 a0 Theoas Thekaaen 370 3, 500

: . : . N
Benj, Cwnrvinga. oo o0 Okkntek ! 26 o Thoes Beothers. .o 1,190 21, 400
California . Arctie © 1008 14, oop  Trident e e Sl s | B, 400
EEEOTO e e | Badisk. ... ... DR 24 s Waslipglon . .. Ll Aretic - TiHr | 2,000
fortuthisn ... e Avetie ool SUootasn o taum i, bz ahip ane barke. .. 1 .
Conpepedis ... ..., OO - a9 I T Ui E ) ' e o
Corpelins Iowland ... ... veo-ade T, Jud L, ok FATRHAYE™. i
Danie)l Webster ... ... ...ds w30 In e L Genersl Seot ... | Avetie ...
H i A .
Bl oo e L [ R A G F o TG ARTOWN b
Emgrents .. ooveeean . Kadliakoooooo s My
FAUDY oo S T o 5 o0 ! (hansptor . ... R I % L L .
Gy Flead oo oLo.o L P Ao el RiHY - 4 Dy I?Tm-]m... T Okbntalz......i
Genrge . ... | Code e @A 10 Vineyav oo oo AW ... .-
Gogree Towland ... 0 . Aretie ... : diw WM 1Y 1T T F
]'TT.».E{-:u Mar . i.A..lio...., ...._..! 1,000 0 18 A !: NEW LONTHOM, ; )
Fiolom Huo S D PR S 00 T, 000 i
Merenlon oo oo Okhotak ! ar 4 060 Acorg ars . .. .o, oo Arotiv ... N 450 i 4, 00
HilbeMba. oo veeeeovvnenn.. S T TS gan . s ogy - dentiedle o Ao ; sa0 18,000
' : 1 DN LA G
Talanmber . oo i] s60 0 moabe b MO e - Okhotek. ... ___'bu_.l_, g, 00
James Alen o0 oLl Aretie . Lo ! 1,050 1%, 600 Zahipnand Darke oL e i 1am | 24, K00
AN L e CKadiak. ... . e 6 e O —— = T
dohp arver L. it # Sl . : i
Awhine JTowtaod IR SR I S ot 17, G Flovida oo - ‘:'Ame"' Tt \ 1,70 1 3L, a00
Joha v elin ! do i T8, oga ! M anawchnaattn . i,.v.dn ____________ N 1,000 i 18, 008
................. [ iy i T —
Josopldoe oo oo e e L 7000 Tebipurd T hark ... . oieeoioiia.. : 2, 7a0 | 47, 400
] . ; # : ol —
Ldiie. ... AR 7000 | HWONOLLTE. : l T
Mansachusotta. .. ...... ... B 15, 000 | | ;
Midas . _. Okbotak ... .oce...| g i COMEE "wi 1z, 000
Wilo B Acetie . - L L T T 1,108 : i, 004
OIS eeen s ooeernian oo o ] LG gt DL Semnensraeies : 005 e
WETT e ennn : de : 1,908 ¢ Willtnan Roteh, ... . Okhotak. ... ... B, 7, NG
Nornman .o eeeeonon.. Kadigko..ooo . [ 9,000 4 ahipm asd Darke ... ... L. 8,300 | 52,000
DCARD .. e . TR R | T s
Clio. .. Voame . 20000 | | '
Onward 1,900 | 25, 00 | ! e B0
Oriale Logg . g e i o0 5, 560
Preaident. . .. Ir 70 4000 10 12, 500
Progreas ... ..c.coeeveman ATeble oL | Looe ! o008 i
Rababow. ..o | Badiakooo L LI T
Boindear .. .oooesevaee o] Arotit .| 1,550} 26, 000 | 300 2, 500
SN S R .
RECAPITULATION.
. . Bhips and | Whale
Fishing cTowmil. | barks. | ol Bone,
. N s e [ i [ R
| | Barrels. | Pounds.
Arntie (reart ...... A a e e et R wwA e e e e mamem e AR Amman s En amamas oAb dmen A dAm e g e s ras ! €17 85, 0054 575, 200
Ochotuk BOA L. Lo eiie e nea e camnmee ettt et e aeeeal] 5| 4000 5500
T SRR l 1w, T | 6560
B 0 O | )
i

u‘ AT, M0{ i K9
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Eist af vessels comprieing the North Pacifir whaling fee! of V0O, with the season’s vateh of each vessel.

MName of Toanel.

XEW AEDTFORM.

Active

AMTeTa o LoaaLaiaeoo e

R TV ITIS )
Penj. Cummings. ..o .-

Califouia, ...
Lomeronitia

l
i
|

J L [

Pishing groound.

| Barrels. | Pownde,

Arcile oo

okboelsk Ll
CArvetic,. . L L

Lde . |

........... . R
Seamuns eatcly. -
o Naue of vesmel
Whale
oil. Liome,

il

1, 5ol

Bt fhdadew o
15, n00 J423 T [

. s Drepae
Prident oLl .
Willinm Hoteh

IERLL
1K

Fishinge eronnd,

; NFEW ERDRORD—eaniinel,

CAretic
C e
BT [/
do. o
{ikhatei

G shipa and Luvks

Heaaon’s cateh,

Whule

feyy Bone,
N .
| Barreis. | Potnds,
[ TR T
WL 12,500
1,080, 12000
1,00 1B 0l
a0 2, M0

Conebina Howlwod ... ... L. du oo 1,800 0 (R .
Diaied Wobater -...... ... o ; LU 15w L T (T, 5 -
Feabwih Swifho. ..o L [2 G 135 tuh 5
Erdly Morgan . ..., . Bristol Bay ... ¢ otk IRTTIR Envops e Ouhotak .. Bt G, 0
Gay Head ... ..o ... CATetie ... Lot g sy | oneveTd PATER i ¥ 500
Geerge Howland oo . e L el 1,00 15,800 2 aliipa. .. S
Welen Mar ... g [ — :
Halen Suow .. b, Te o ! .
Henry Taber : o o g+ Aeers Baenso oo Aretie fith 11, G
Herenlos ..., ) D 5oaun - T Do Thompeen ..o ode Ll S0l 12, o0
Dihercia... . . ' BOG 13w Manbivello. ... . ode Ll
James Allen .. T T ' 950 - 1 a0 - TOTE e Okhotak .
TRIMN o oeeceeieeenn. . Ohodmk . o N & ahipa wnd barks, ., e -
John Carver .. s AwRSie _ LT N T AAN TTANCIRIC, _
John Howland. ... ... .oodo. e ae L7060 w000 .
Jomepldne .......__... _.....h.do el 1.1:105 Floridn ... 'i‘amﬁt """"""
Lagods oo JR S P ! 650 | NN OLELT. : :
MATODED e evvnnnn. eaeaeee i A0 L 3,000 1 : X ;
Marzachnasttn, .... . . dn .. . 100 Wetlhelm intoo ... .. I,JHNI: 15, 000
NoTman oo ... i 1. 000 : Roholw .. . ... .. ... .. Aiaf ! 15, 0o
OREG evine ) i 40 . S Lo - 25,000
Oliver Crocker _....... i osp ' L ds a0
Onwrard i 1,000 ! : Julian . ! 15,000
Oriole.... . oL 3,260 F . n0p | FOREE :
Trogresn. oceevucus o wecfeee do 1160 000 ¢ ahips and barks ... 85, 600
ERCAPITITLATION.
Fishing groand, : R}{)}g;l:.nd i “0111;" I Pne

1 i

i | Burrels. | Pounds,
B o U arem s frme s mmreareetnenenrene] @ 575 1 5ag,
ORBIObRE Sal - et aa e e e e 6 21, 840
B0l BAY vvenecmrmmes s rreneenemeeeas PO S 1 2, 603

49 | u,::-e| 19, 000
J - —
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List of vesnels compriging the North Pacific whaling fleet af 170, with the scason’s catoh of cach veswel,

SBenron's catoh.

t
1

Season's catch.

i
Narmne of vesssl. | Fiahing proand. | T T Kame of voasel. JI Fising ground. :—_—
! i Whale W iaie |
: i el Boue i oil, | Tome.
S S b ST S FO SO
; | ‘ |
NEW HEDTORL. ) | Barrels. Pounds. EDEARTIOWR. ‘. Barvels. | Pounds,
ACHTE oo e CAPCHC aiaee e 1,060 0 1R, 000 || Champlon ! 856 12, Q00
Alawha e e At e b om0l 10,000 % Bureps .o @ | 11,600
Afirord . .. . T ST 1,306 0 IR000  MAFF oo e [T S T3} 10, 600
Benjumin Cummings .. PR T [T P 1, 0BU 15,000 | Wimeward ... . .. ... ' [ T, 1, 400 24, GO0
California | T 1, 4040 14, 10g
Conrprdis I T — 1.600; lb}ﬂuti.; 4 gizips A0Q BOTKB. - . --]. oo e aie e B, Ul 5%, G0
Corpelins Towland . Y [ I 1,550, 18,600 R M
Danis! Wabstor do .., cea- 1,200 0 16,000 XEW LOKDOX,
Elizabeth Swift.. CA0 e 1,130, 45,600 5, !
Emily Morgon - O L I A 750 B ppg o ACOTS BATAR. o eene] AROHO 709 & 000
Fagemt oo do . 005 600 T D..I‘hnmpﬂ(m ..... P ceedon i 1,00 15,
Famny ... et HO L t o gzo0 ) ooogy - Mentisele - Okhotgle e 20! 2.000
Georgs - ... .. cewe P Brimeol Bay oL | 400 5, 00 | . ,
Henry Taber ........cco.. Arctie. .. 1,100 | 716,650 % ships and barks. .....|. R ETLIEEE 24001 25,000
Heretled . ooovoiooiieomian]ee Mo . S 1,500 20,000 ! =
Holap Suow. ... cevaould-s F1 7 T, ! 1, Qo T, (e HAN PEANCISEO. .
BT T R de s o a0 4, 460 | ; 1, 900 80, 000
Jokn Howland . cde ., © 1,600 20 B | 1,060 7, 000
Tohm Wella . R L L e ! 800 13, 000
Jusephine. . 2100 1 300005 yyapomia, Lo 0 [ 10 10,000
Lagods ..ooee o0 aaeee . o | 14, 000 ; | o o
" " !
Marengo .o.oooooooooo LOW G ABO000 Y ghinn and DTS caee e eee s smneason oo b ogenl  ezom
Mld&ﬁ: T do 1, 208 18, 408 | N,
Minervs ... eeeeas '} do ...l 05 1,000
AT -t rimii i e R [17. T ™0 10, 000 ROKOLELD.
Norman ! dn ) 1, H00 APGHG e | ATEHO v eaas a50 18, 000
[#): 1 - [+ 7; T i ],OEJUi 15, 000 i Comet o oener oo ‘
Oliver Crocker ... o es I|'-' I [T | arh 1 12,000 %} Cownt Bismarck . |
. o . ks !
Onwnrd..........._...,......!._,_f]o . l.ﬁuoi o3, (0 S T P
BomeD. ..o el Law, 10000 | Juliaz --.--
Hea Breeno . I Ao . Lk 10,000 | g oo
Banee®. oo oo eaan |..- e . 1.E00;  IBO0D oo oo
| oy .
Th_omml Dickamon___. ... e Ao el 051 ? 14,000 Paref e
Trident Soodo . LB00: 0000 | qgoialmlat ..
Willinm Boteh ... eees e o 1,000, L 000 |
: e} !
B5ehiprand harke . .o ool Laeaaie 38,910 1 S1E B3 | # hips and bark...-oc|ceeesieciae B DR o7, 0o
RECAPITUTLATION.
Skip and ;| Whale
Fishing gronnd. barka fein Bone.
e b - | .....
i Barrels. | Pounds.
ATctic OCeD. . cireaeeas 53! so0es | 749, 550
ORBOEAIE BB oot toes e eii e iaies temeamaaeeseaaasarmses eaeas s ammrmsanmrterees mAARSanansarerEre rrnten 1. 200 2, 6ot
Briatr] Bay ... i e it s e EERb s td et arenan M e remee e asseRAa i samaran 1i £00 B, 900
Total 85 | er,285 | 756,530

In the seagon of 1871 the North FPacific fleet consiated of thirty-five American and four foreign
vessels, all bas seven of which were abandoned in the ice off Wainwright’s Inlet, north of Bering

Btrait.
ater, Midas, and Chance.

Four of the lost vessels belonged at Honolulu.
names of the abandoned vessels and the ports to which they belonged :

The names of the suved vessels were the Europa, Arctic, Progress, Lagods, Daniel Web-

The following are the
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NEW BEDFORD.—Barks : Awashonks, Concordia, Contest, Elizabeth, Emily Morgan, Eugenia,
Fanuy, Gay Head, George, Henry Taber, John Wells, Massachusetis, Minerva, Navy, Oliver

Crocker, Seneca, William Rotch.
NeEw Loxpon.—Bark : J. D. Thompson.

S4N FrANCISCO.—Barks : Carlotta, Florida, Vietoria.
EDGARTOWN.~—Ships : Champion, Mary,
BoworLuLp.--Faira Kohola, Comet, Victoria 2d, Julian,

The North Pacific whaling fleel of 1872,

Ships : George Howland. Reindeer, Roman, Thomas Dickason.
Ship : Monticello.

Name of veansl, Whals oll ‘ Bone. i Name of veanel. ‘Whale oi.| Bone.
NEW BEDFORD, Borrels. | FPounds, | NEW REDFORD—ountinned. Bavretr. Pounds,
T s 13,000i Progresf. ... cioeooo ool L 800 7, 4N
Alaaka oL i 150 3,600 | Rainhow - i ieaaaa - W 1, "0
o #3000 | Seq Breppe.__ . S{r 5, (nj
808 8, 600 | Tamearlane. ... 860 4, 00
1, 606 12,000 | Tridemt ....... 1,300 20, 000
. B0 L0 Tritom .....caa.s 276 q, 000
Helen Mar. ... 1, 050 10, 000 - P U 1R, D&O 248 200
Holon 8now . .oooo oo 40 400 | e
T 1,000 16, 000 FEW LONDON.
TAintim ALLOD oot oo s eeeece e et een e s 1,100 15,000 | AcOTR BRBITIA - ean oo aarnnminnssrm s nas 750 | 10, 000
THTeh PR e e e eas 1,850 14, b00 . HONOLULU. :
Jouephine. ... .ooov it e 1, 200 16,000 ° ’ .
Joreph Maxwell. .. ...... e 100 T,GDUE Arehie . e e 1, 0600 12, (00
Lagods ... . 500 5000 | B W Wood..... 550 12, 000
Livo Oak g 1,000 12,000 LE60 1 23,000
Lonisa_ . _. 550 H, R -
Morange _. ..o iiieeme e pemerniaas 1, 450 16, 50
MBS oo e e 1. 000 13, 500 || Clunee R A CRREERACEEE 200 8, 000
TN T S anu I, 00 mra“‘“-‘*"‘ ARAS b 150 2 400
Northern Light . .. voceveeirvariecronns anns 800 10, 600 b4 250 5, 400
! ' |
The Novth Pacific whaling fleet of 1873,
Hame of vonnel. Whale vil. Rone. | Nume of veansl. l ‘Whale oﬂ‘: Bone.
p— I
KEW BEUFORD. Burrele. | Pounds. NEW BEDFORD—-rontinued. . Barrels. . Pounds.
Active.. ... e e 525 4,000 | PEOEIORR ..o aen e N 1, 000
Alaglie .. 550 8, 000 ! 8 X 400 - 3, 000
ATHOIR L. e ie s cea e aeans 550 000 | 700 - 12, 000
Bartholomew Gosnold .o . rveraevirainneresns 300 [ ... .. i Toten ... 00 . Ll
girxlla. §50 7-000;- TOEAL « ceee e eeeee e e 18, 505 210, 100
LOTODS . ... anp 8, 0 o
Holen Mar. .. 550 600 " FEW LOKDON.
Diinets ... mi 11, 800 Apora BAMME ... oo emeaos ) REO 4, 004
1,000 ! B, 000 _ e
18R 2, 600 BAN FRANCISCD i
. 122 . I?m : Floremes .. . oooi i iiiiarnia i b2t Fat]
Jonepbine ... oo 1:1;50 14:000 |: Helen S:ww...i. .......................... e 1, o0 15, (i
Tousph MATWeR _.vveveeensinsans ceneennnns 1100 14,000 | B R RRRMELELLLLLEELLL R AR Liza) 1500
) 13, 500 ' HOXOLULL,
131,000 ¢
5»000. RW. Wood .. ........... PRI PO 800 1, 060
8500 | ATEHO. oo o a0 4,300
& 000 TodAl oo i iime e e mr e 880 5,300
T, 000
4,500 sYDRRY,
............. Adventoroer. ... ..o coeiiieiccviasrmsmacmssmnnfianira e ia
7.p00 i FRTBWAY . - cenermvmannrrirrmneanss S FRUE S
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The Norts Pacific wnelicy ot of 1774,

Warae of vensnl. Fnne. Namw of Teesal, © Whale Wi Bonw.
KPS HRDFORD. T Pounde Lrotrreta. Founds,
Aroelds ..ol e {ES LR AcarsBioma o ooi0 L el L 240 3, 200
Bartholomew Goaneld ..o ... . 4. M0 e :
Camilla ... ..ol aaaee 1,4 s
Earops ...o...iioan.s P . :
‘Helen Mar 5 oone o Dlovence oo et ciaaee . 200 2,
. R U : e 7,008
Tiinodn . ... ...l - bi, B o
James Alleil ... et ’ /
Tneh. ... .. 5. i Toiat ... 6 5 500
Java 2d. ... s maee 1 AT e
Jieeh Perry. oo oo o o IR -
Jowephloe ool ool . . )
Tomeph Maxwall .. ... .. L TR 1‘:'““0
Maonnt Waliaaten .. .- Wil Lo, oy - Hmwenid i, 00
Marenzo. ... .. .ieeio..- PR (U LETE
Forthwem Light e L] Totak
Opward . e ¥, =i ' !
Progress 1, 1 14, ur i
Bea Breass.............cool i L AITETIITET ... i ciceimee-s : P &, 40
B GROTRA e _ 1. 43 B Bamway L s s e 0 5, 00
‘Critom ...... e e s @t B .
Total . . e iiaaea i cceeae . T, G Tesal o oo o Lo il TR 14, )
The Xorik Dacific whaling flest of 18T,
B o 4 ’ X : - i T
Name of vesnel ) Whaleait!  Bone. Narmn of vegacl ! Whale oil. | Rome.
I S . : -
WA BERFORD, | Barrels.  Paunds, NEW BECFCRD - el Barrels. - Pounds.
Avorwn Barna L.l eea.- 1,660 - 13, 450 S Georee o L L e e e 14, 80
LIEL (1311 KRR, . 1. R0 w2 Tridon .. oo L
i How and. 1, 100 JHNTiH ) Total
Fumpa 1. 854 17, 00
Helan ur.. 1,500 2,200 i 'ORAN FHANCIAC.
Hlimeis ... 2,100 2500 Flurence . S
5 T
dames Allen ... o, e PONOLULLL :
Jars . e e Th, 430 | . :
Tava 24 .. } aopop B ATEEIG o e [ 11U 15, 0o
kol 7, RO

4,800 LOmward.

Mount Wollsaton ... . [
Paraway .. _......

|
1
10,000 [
. 18, o0 | Deammonrl ...._......._“,...,.......,...| I, 600 8,
Ratuba®. . e N 19, 86 - Jum[ 2 450 | 26, 8090
: I

The North Pacifie whaliny fioet of 1776

Name of vosrel, i Whaleoil. |  Bone. . Haunre of roanel, Whalo oll. |  PBove.
NEW REDPORD.  Baresls. Prnsedn NEW MRUFORD—eontinged. Rarrels Powrida,

LAnars BOTRR® L P Rafobere . . oL e 550 19, 090
Canmtlld® oot e SE mOTEEY . e . S

Cornelins Howland® - i Thres Brothern
Miinois* ... ...
Jamean Allem* ... ... ...

P EL% o T

S Clare Ball. L e [
FIOremen . eanenanas 00 1, %06




- -
Whale oil. :©  Bone.

THE WIIALL FISHELY. 01

" The North Pacific whaling flert of 1877,

| Whale oil.

Nawms of vensei, Name of vasanl, Bone.
NEW DEDFPORD, Barvels, : Founde. ¥REW BEDFORD- -continmned. Pounds.
Cleone* Y Lo Domaw ... - Tou €. 00
Elisa ... T L300 ° Ren Rroewe .. C 1, it £,
. |
Heban MAr. ... oo et it i e 1, 300 £0.580 © Thomas Pope . - - ; T £, i
Tava™* cioaaan. A . freee e meeee st Thros Reathomn - e N T] >y
Mereury R R R K} |
LI U PN I Ll BAY. FRANOISCU,
st Wollaston. ...ooono ool : WY oy . . a0 5, oo
T F : o
I ELEATE AT 1,700 T, 1y Tloren . 1, 4,000
“orthern Light. 1, Bir FLAICH]
samunlioL ... 150 AL HONOLTILL. !
Pagifie. ... 1, 350 1, D :

PO TT MR ca e s e e et e e 18 12, 000 Wilthare B Al Lol 200 3, 000
Ralnhow. . ceeenasii o R . B L 20, vy Total o aiiiaiiaeas 17, &30 156, BG)
* Lonat: onteh of whalobone saved.

The Norih FPacifio whaling feet of 1578,

L]
Name of vennel, : Whale oil. Bons. Name of reansl, ; Whale oil. Rone.
I — ——— oo s R O
NEW EEDFORD, ! Barrals.  Pomds | NEW HEDFORD—eontinned. Jarsels Pognidn,
Al Barker ... e j 300 . S PRiSe . s Gt 5, 500
L1 I i) 12,000 7 Progress oo oviivar veniaiee crmmaenens G £, 1}
Elizs ... = 5000 Rainbow. . L.l 1,870 SF, DO
Helen Mar L5301 7, o0 Sea Breeza. . 1, 200 164, W
theter A0 TG Thomas Pope w7 5, gy
dolm Howland ... ... ... . ... ...... i BEQ LR AN PRANCISCD. !
Mepenry oot L. e aaamaai i ! wol 4. ot - !
N (P oy ¥ N "
Mot WolABbOM oo eaeeenaeeaen s Tkt 00 T ; 500 4,400
NOTIEBN .. vy icrramn e anrmaaanmaaae s B30 ACULEE P ..o Tremmomasarere Nﬂ} B o
NoTEhers LIEHE- .. - cvrnsvrensseassnneesns : 50 500 P T S 13,080 | 114200
: .
* Lont—300 barrels oil and 5,000 pounds hone saved
The North Pacific whaling fleet of 1874,
Name of veane], i Whale ol | Bane, " Rame of vessel. ' Whale oil. Home.
KRW BEDFORT, Barrela, : Pownds. NEW BEDFORD—continnml. . Barrels. | Pounds.
i
Alram Dy .- . | 1,173 ! 15, 0 - Rainbow.... ... .. iiiii e 11500 17, 000
Coral ... ., " 1,20 0 15000 | Sen Brecse. . ! 1,250 13, 000
o650 ! ©, 100 i Thrmae Pope ' 1,000 15, 800
800 4,500 1 Vigantt. .. i w06 | 8,000
1,100 15, 140 ;‘ \
1, 280 52, 000 | EDGARTOWN. 1.
Tohn Howland. . 1,150 | 15,000 | Trepie Bird oo 450 | 4,000
. ! : )
Memury_ e eseE e maes s [t 2,000 i BAN FPRANCIRCO. '
Moant Wollaaton*. . P a0ir 4, 500 | H
NOMEMAD oo L0 12, gog '} Frencis Palmar. . 500 | 8, 500
Korthern Laght. v vv oo e ceecmnse s e, 1, 150 8,500 l Dawn. e .-- %JI 4, 000
b 1, 03¢ 5,000 | THARIZO. 120 Lesaeennes
PIORIOMA. e e 00 10,000 | 0 DU R LE T X
t i i

* Lowt

t Laxt asen in the Arctic Ocean Ootober o, 1678,



92

Ths North Pacific whaling fleet of 1880,

BIiSTORY AND METHOGDS OF THE FISHERIES.

: Number Barrels Ponpds Barrela | Pennds wal-
Natoo of vessel. of whulen.| whalecil. | whalehone. | sperm oil rasivory.
NEW BEDFQRD. [
AbrahRm Barksr oo e raiil o emmasamemamao o sarnape.-DATK,, 14 1,800 20,800 | ...l JE

Coral ... ...
BLUEZA v airrassmmmrmvmmmam s s
Flostwing .-..-..
Helen Mar _

EpGARTOWN.
Trople Bird ... ocvnimnnn .-

PAN FRANCISCO-

B2 GRS
Francia Palmer. . ... cvviennomnn,
Hidalge ... F.......

Total for the fleet . ocre el

RO | {1

1, 700
1,600 |
1, 250 J
1,450 |
1, 800

500 |
9, 250
1,550
1,900
1, 900
2,150 !
1,60 |
1, 140

46, 0060
17, 090
17,009 |
28, 0
38,000
25, 568
15, 006

L] 12, 008

5&]l
1,409 |
1,150 ¢

sovl'

923, 060
17, 060 '!
12,000 |

12,000 |

1, 500
1100
__________ 160

2'50;'
2,000

150
1, 200

180

409,000

38, 700 [

= Includes 4,000 barrels walran oil.

The Norvth Pacific whaling fleet of 1881

Npme of veseel

H

NEW BEDFORD.

Abrem Barker...... .-,
Atlantic ... .aall
Belvedore. ... ...... ..

famrm eeeeoameaeaooy

Worthern Light ... ._.i

Borrele.
1,200
TOb

14,000 |
12,000 °
18,900
25, 00

Pounds, l
|

Name of vossal,

Wahale oil Boze.

NEW BEDLFORDP—Continned.

Progresm. ... ... ..o [P
Raighow .. .
Thootas Pope ... ..
Sapphn ... ..

. BAK FRANCIBCO.

TDawn
Francis Tabmer
Hidrlgo. ... o.coun...
Beoa Breose. .ccuv.ueeimmmucmaanns

Trople Birdt. ... oo

Barrals.
1, 200

Pounda,
20, 090
25, 400
3¢, 607
M, 000
T, 000

W7, 000
6, 000
5,000
26, 00
8,000

Total o oovre i

387, 400

t Tapan Ben
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The North Pacific whaling fleet of 1588,

93

Namr of vessel.

Name of veagel. Whaln eil. Tone. Whale oil, Dans:
T . —| - e (O }__ .
KEW BRDFORI. | Burrels. Pawds. KEW BEDFOLD—eontinaed. ! Barrels. } FPounds.
A bratu Barker & T, Arg 1 Gt H G0 ! g, (o
Amolda ... . s0u Dok - Ralmbew ... : 1,40 | 15, 009
AUEDHE coee i U, ! fisit) om0 L Reimdests e 4B 3,400
Dalvedora, BIEANIEE. . 0. ceevy crmmeananaan ; 7oy 0, (G ' Bappho] .. i e
)12 PP ysi 8,000 | Stawbeal
Ewrope® .. Han 11, 00 ' Young Phoenix . 225 & 80l
Fleetwing .. ... .... 1,250 10 o !
Glaxelle ... . bl TR RRTT] RIGARTOWN. ;
(ivorge snd Snasn g LA g nling Bilo® e s oeemee e e aeeennns s oio | 0, 800
Helem Mar. ... . oo s0¢ E1L 600 ;
HEELBE oo aeies circne e e ammm e e menas 1,408 5, Mg BAK FEANCIACO. :
; CHOWIRDL i s v v 0 i
;:Et;hﬂ.im:ll:::a-nd i ngﬂ :I:‘ t:c:: | Bowhead, steamer ... 1, 650 - 6, 000
Josepbine .. ... ... ... il 300 5, GO0 | Goral o 1000 14, 060
Toisa ... ... ... . C e - 400 i, bl lﬂ"““_‘“)"""""""' TarmmRmareessao s ouo | 14,000
MV oo np T, 5o Injmcml AT . e e EHH 5, {00
Mary and SUsan .. e Lobg oo s Hidalge T | & 600
Northern Tight . .._.....ooievinnninnnees g0} 1o S Browese o LEm 4, 500
North Star, steamer? ... .ococviecoeeuinan Jrenenssmneen . | ) PR © R 360,500
H i i i
Japan Ses. t Loat July 8. fLost May ¢.
The North Pecifte whaling flest of 1883
Name of veascl Whale oil. Bane. Name of vessel. WWhale ofl. Do,
e e e _
NEW HRDFORD. Batrreis. Pownds. BEW BEDFORD—continned. [ — Pounds.
ALTam BATKET . e ... .. ceeeariainenaans o0 6, T00 | 400 3, 500
Aroolda oL B
Atlantio.. ... .. . 5! Young Pheenix. . .. .....oooe i ; a0y | § 200
Bolveders, Bteammer . ......._. 500 ° %, 000 i 1
Eurepa® it e 850 5, 50 BAN FRANCIBCO.
Fleetwing ... =5 B0 || apmethyst....... «oooves e 100 1, o0
(f““"“ T emaaao 40 5, fog Bulepa, steamner kL) 4, D00
{eorge and Busan ... 250 | 1,400 || Howhead, FLEaBOT_ . . eouvaaeeea oo, . 50 | 15, 000
Dolen Mar. ... B0 | 1,400 | Ronnding Blow. .o..noeeerernnneennn 240 3,300
Hunter coooee ool 195 1200 Qoral ... 260 2,000
Jacoh A, Howland. ..........veeeeeaeeennce B0 4,400 | Cysos . T
Jobn Howland t .. ..o i, o254 - 2 000 | DBWD. .o 104 1, 404
Joseplime. ... ... ... ... 3aon . 5, 500 !l Bliza ..oenuonnn. 85 s:non
Lonisaf........... 800 . G000 || Frencis Palmer...... JOURS SR
Lucretis, steamer. ... ooi..oiieceiaen. . 125 | 1,500 | Hydslgo.. ... [
:[Tabo‘l e reen e raan—aaen 240 | 4,60!1_ Narwhal, stenmer............ 430 8, 00
Ary and Helen, stoamer (New) . ..ocaee.... . 280 4, 500 || Orea, stesroor . ... ............ 1,304 20, 560
Mary and Sosen. ... ... 200 3, 500 ’m 1,700
Northern Eight+ 125 { 5, 000 . 126 l‘mu
hio 23 a0 7,000 ) :
Tainbow 450 7,000 Total ....._.... eeeemeeeieeea] 10,155 | 158,400
* Japan Sea, } Lowt Jaly 17. } Lost Soptember 22, $ Logt Angnst .
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The North Paoffic whaling feet of 1584,

Name of vewsel. W’lmlu wil. Lona. i Name of vesael. ‘W hale nil, Bons,
NEW BEDFORD. { Parrets. | Pounds, !I BaN FRANGISCO, Barrels, | Pounds.
Albram BArker ..ol 400 T 000 f, AmeURYBE. ..ee o ainen e 2001 2,000
Aramdi - oooa oo i 300 . 5, UfHh |I| T liiia, BEOAIET - C oo oo meeariamamateao 1, 700 | 30, 000
ATIAIEES « ccevmnnnemeamma s 0. w0 | Dowhesd, steanvert oo oaiiiion ool 400 ' 16, (4
Lelvadere, ateotoor. . 260 | 3, 00 ! Liounding Billew. ... ....... gy 5, 000
Floot Wil —cnevenove-nn- 1,00 Coral oo 75 , 500
[T | NI , Dawn O .
Georre ud Susan - .. Eliza . . B % 000
Lelim Mar. ... ..ooon. . Emma F. Hrriimni 1,073 11, 500
Facob A, Howland. ... e 1’ 500 _' Traneis Palmer . cooooiaeneian e 160 2, 000
Josephive. ..o . | LOOH | 18,000 ;) Midalme .o 1 %, 05l
Tneretis, stermer ...... .. e 380 6700 i Tomter L een 275 : 3, 000
Mastul .o 160 1, T | Mary and Helon, stéamer - [ 1, 40 i 17, 000
Mays. . 2440 4, 500 I| Narwhal, steamer ... ... 1,250 ! 20, 000
Mucy .ﬁn{l bﬂsm’: Ly I! 000 . Northort Taghi oo i ) (L 12, A
Ceean. . e taemreaaaaas gy 4, k| A | Ores, ateamor . i mmm e iaramrreamuas : A VI 81, poo
Ohio 2 oo e i .uu| g e : a3 8, 500
Raiphow T 12,600 | Gtambout oo e e vaemea . i o &, 800
Feindeer= ... ... g ! 3,00¢ . Thuusher, ateamor -- 3, Pod 25, 006
¥oun;r Plupnix 950! 12,080 Wandeter ool 350 | 2, 800
i :
NAPOMON « e oo evmecenann e aenomeon] o ! 1, 500 1' lota.l‘ 20, 450 318, 700
e ——— e e —— e _— - E— ! B . [
+Dkhotsl; and Japan Beas. t Lont.

DAVIS §TRATT AND HUDSON BAY FISHERY.

ORIGIK OF THE FISEERY.~The whale-fishery had been extensively prosecated by the Dutch
at 8pitzbergen and on the east coast of Greenland for more than a hundred years before it was
foand necessary to seek other fields. The Duteh were the first to push into new waters and cap-
ture the animals on the west coast of Greenland in Davis Strait. They inangurated the fishery
there in the year 1719, and were soon tollowed by other European nations. Probably the first
American vessel to visit Davis Strait sailed from New Tingland, under Captain Atking, in 1732,
Hie craised as far as 66° north. In 1736 several whaling vessels returned to New Hogland from
those parts, and in 1737 the Davis Btrait fleet from Massachusetis alone numbered between fifey
aud sixty vessels, a dozen of which were fitted at Provincetown,

Douglass, in his History of North Awerica, published in 1760, says “some New Eongland
men o few years sinee attempted whaling iv the entrance of Davis Strait, but to no advantage;
they gonerally arrived thero tvo late, in keeping too near the Labrudor shore (they kept within 50
ieagues of the shore, they should have kept 150 leagues to sea); they were embayed and impeded
by the fields of ice. Last year [1745] Nantucket broughi about 10,000 barrels of whale oil to mar,
ket, this year they de not follow it sv much, beeause of the low pries of oil in Eurepe, notwith-
standing this year they fit out six or seven vessels for Davis Strait, aud sail end of March; they
sometimes make Cape Farewell in fificen duys, sometimes in not less than six weeks. The
whaling season jn both Greculands is i May and June; the Dateh set out for Davis Strait
beginning of Mareh; sometimes they are a month in bearing to weather Cape Farewell; they
do not arrive in the fishing-grounds until May. Apno 1743, perhapé a medinm year, the Dutch
had in Davis Strait ffty whaling ships (at Spitzbergen or Eagt Greenland they bad one hun-
dred and thirty-seven whalers) and got seventy-six and a half whales.” '

The American whale-fishery was very prosperous just before the Revolutionary war, when tha
snnual northern fleet fitted out from Massachasetts numbered one hundred and eighty-three
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vessels; measaring 13,820 tons.  Many of these eruised in Davis 8trait, while the remainder pur-
sued the fishery in the Gulf of Saint Luwrence, abont the Straits of Belle T sle, andin ether northern
waters. After the war the business was greatly reduced in extent, and the northern Heet num-
bered only nivety-one vessels, very few of which went as tay north as Davis Strait. There was at
Lhis time, however, a great increase iv the northern fisheries from British and French ports, many
of these foreign vessels being commanded and in some cages yaanned by American whalemen who
had settled in England, where they might fake advantage of the bounty system.

The war of 1315 to 1815 between the United States and England had a very depressing influ-
ehice on the American whale-fishery ; after the war it revived, but the northern ertising grounds
were abandoned for the more profitable southern fields that were less exposed to danger and
vielded an abandance of sperm and whale oil.

REVIVAL OF THK FISHERY IN 1846.—1t wus not uutil the vear 1846 thai Daviz Strait was
again visited by our whalemen. Iu that year the slup MeLeunan, under Captain Slate, sailed from
New London on the Bth of April, and returned Beptember 17 with about 140 barrels of oil.  Part
of the officers and erews of the vessel were Englishmen experienced in the tishery in those waters,
Althongh the first voyage was not as snecessful ng could be desired, yet the McLennar was again
fitted in the spring of 1847, and sailed March &y reterolrg October & with 1,111 barrels of ofl and
15,800 pounds of bone, besides 8473 seal-skins obtained off the Newfoundiand coast at the begiuning
of the seagon.  Tn 1849, 1850, and 1851 other voyages wers made, aud in 15352 the vessel was lost in
the Davis Strait, whilo on her sixth voyage to those waters, The product of her several voyages
was abont 5,500 barrels of whale oil and 51,000 poands hone, besides a few thousand seal-sking
and some barrels of seal oil.

Capt. 8. O. Buddington, who sailed on the McClenuan on ber voyages in 1850 und 1851, gives
the following account of those and subscqrent voyages in which he participated: < On the Tth of
March, 1850, I sailed ou the Me¢Clennan from New London boumd for Davig Strait. We were
Hzed for sealing as well as whaling, When we arrived on the eoast of Newfoundiand we saw
seals on the ice some 40 miles from tand.  In cruising along the coast as far astho Straits of Belle
Isle, we captured about seven hundred seals, saving the skins and blubber.  About the middle of
May we quitted sealing and went whaling off Discoe, rreendand, and in Bafin’s Bay, Wu got
five whales that season, and arrived home October 22, Tlhe next year I sailed again in the same
vessel, leaving New Loundon February 8, While sealing during the spring aleug Newfoundland
and south of Davis Strait we got about cloven hundred seals and two whales. We did not
g0 as far north as Discoe this year, but whaled in Comberland Inlet, where we got a few wlhales,
and at the close of the seuson the vessel left for home, arriving at New London, Octoler 28, with
438 barrels of oil, 4,900 pounds of bone, 1,100 seal-skins, aud some seal 0il. The cntire crew of
the McOlennan did not retarn home in her, but myself with & gang of twelve men were left to
spend the winter in the inlet, for the purpose of trading with the natives and captaring what
whales and seals we could. We built the frame of & hut from spare stafl left by the vessel, and
covered it with seal-skins. Here we spent the eold winter, oeeasionally secaring a seal and par-
cbasing articles of the natives in exchange for knives, powder, &c. We were the first whalemen
that ever spent a4 winter in this region. At the openin o of spring we found whales in considerabla
abundanee, and with the aid of the natives gecured during the spring and summer months sixteen
small whales that yielded considerable blubber, and about 16,000 pounds of boue. )

* The MeQlennan left home in the spring of 1852, but never reached the inlet. It is thoaght
she was lost near the entrance to Davis Straft. After wa iting long enough to be satigfied that
our vessel would not return to take us home, we shipped our oil, vking, and bone on an English
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vessel, and sailed on her for Hull, England, Jeaving the inlet October 1, and arriving at Hull
November 7, when we sold cour oil, whalebone, and seal-skins. I started for the United States
on an English vessel, but she was disabled and returned to port, when [ shipped on another
vessel, and arrived in New Loudon about the middle of January, 15853.

“On Joly 13, 1853, T sailed again for Davis Strait on the brig Georgiana, We did not stop
for seal on the Newfoundlond coast, bat hastened te Camberland Inlet, where we spent the winter
with the vessel frozen in the ice. This wus the first whaling vessel to winter in the ice in the -
vicinity of Davis Strait. We had quite a suceessfal time in catching seals and whales at the
opening of spring, taking advantage of the first movement of the iee when whales were abundans,
and we secured twelve ip two days,  During the entire veyage we caught twenty-four whales that
vielded 830 burrels of oif and 16,000 pounds of bone. By trade and eaptuve we got about 1,000
seal-skins, worth at that time about 75 cents apiece at New Londor.  Arrived home October 8,
1854.

¢ Tu the year 1855 I sailed again in the same vessel, leaving New London April 11, Some of
the crew wore disabled by searvy while on our way north. This delayed us, so that when we reached
Frobisher Bay we were too late in the season for whaling, We wintered in the bay and had a
terrible hard time of it, losing fourteen men by seurvy. As soon as the ice opened in the spring we
started for home, but our men were weak and it fook s sevdral weeks to make a few miles.  After
many difficulties we finally reached New Londen September 27, 1358, with no cargo except abont
200 seal-skins obfained during the winter.

“In 1857 1 sailed ou the Georgiana again, and had a very good voyage, leaving New London
Apri! 11, and arriving home December 20, with 600 barrels of oil, 12,000 pounds of bone, and
about 200 seal skins. 1 tried it again in the same vessel in 1858, We gailed June 1, the vessel
anid outfit being valued at £3,000; went to Cumberland Tnlet and wintered there, and returned
Lome December 9, 1859, with & cargo valued at 21,000, Tlis was au excellent voyage and quite
A eontrast to the werrible hardships of onr trip two years bafore.

“QOn May 28, 1860, I went north iu the bark George Henry., Capt. C. ¥, Hall went with us,
This was his first trip to the Aretic. He has written b account of it in a book cutitled Arctic
Researches, published in 1565,  Our whaling-ground on this voyage was in Frobisher Bay, where
we winlered two seasons returaing home September 13, 1862, with 564 barrels of oil, 10,100 pounds
of bone, 450 seal-skins, and 250 walrus-skins. As these were the first guantity of walrus-skins
brought home by aby whaling vessel, we did not know whether thay were of any werchantable
value. We bad prepared them hy salting @ little and then drying on the rocks. They sold at 50
cents each in New London and were used for belting. Daring the winter months we lived with
the natives in their huts. We got short of provisions and moved from place to place, so that we
were sometimes a long distance from our vessel. Wherever we went we took a whale-boat and
gear along with us, rigging the boat on a sled for this parpose.  Ocouasionally we wouid pull the
boat to the edge of the ice and go in search of whales, capturing several in this manoer.

¢ gailed in 1563 on u voyage to Cowberland Inlet in the schoouer Franklinn We wintered
there and arrived home in 1864. I made two voyages after this, each tolerably successful.”

From 1846 to 1852 the McClennan was the only American vessel fishing in the vicinity of
Davis Strait. In the latter year this vessel was lost, and in 1853 the Amaret and Georgiana
were fitted for those waters. In 1855 the George Henry was added to the fleat, and these three
comprised the entire Davis Strait fleet until 1860, when ten vessels were sent out to those waters
The vessels that had been sent north prior to 1860 were generally of the older clasg, und not

. thoroughly equipped for severe battling with the ice, bat that year two large ships were included
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in the list. These were fitted at a large cost for the express purpose of pushing farther west
through Hundson Strait into the bay where it was anticipated abundance of whales could be
found, and where no American vessel had ever been, < Without accurate charts, in waters totally
uuknown, among ice and strong currents, in short duys and long nights, in fogs and gales of wind,
with large compass variations, these adventurous navigators pushed thieir way, and reached the
longitude of 90°, spent a winter there, when the thermometer feli to GO° below zero, obtained
srgoes worth about 860,000, and returned to the Tnited States in 1861.7*

Sivce 1860 this fishery has been porsned with varying suceess; the total number of voyages
fitted since that date has been one bhundred avd eight, and the largest number sent out in any
one year was nineteen vessels in 1864, About 3 per cent. of the eutire cateh of whale oil and
& per cent. of the whalebone taken by the American fleet from 1370 to 1880 was by the Hudson
Bay vessels. Most of the whaling has been carried on in Cumberland Inlet and Hudson Bay, no
Americans having pushed on as far north as do the Scoteh steam whalers that cruise up as far
48 the seventy-fourth parallel. The first stcam-whaling vessel owned in the United States was
the steam-bark Pioneer, sent to Davis Strait in 1866. She sailed April 28, and arrived home
November 14, with 340 barrels of oil and 5,300 pounds of bone. 8he sailed again in 1867, and
was lost on the voyage, being sunk by the ice. The best voyuge ever made by the Davis Btrait
flest was by the bark Pioneer that sailed from New London June 4, 18G4, and after passing the
season in Hudson Bay returned, Sepiember 18, 1865, with 1,391 barrels of oil and 22,650 pounds
of bone, valued at $150,000.

The vessels in this northern fleet must be double planked around the bow and along the sides
near the water line as g protection against the ice. This planking will last for several years. No
copper or metal is nsed on the bottom, and buoi few sails are necded as the vessel is frozen in the
ico much of the time. The natives are of great assistance fo the whalers, helping them in taking
whales and also in procuring fresh fish and meat. On tho Scotch steamers itis the general
cnstom to earry the blubber home to be tried out, but American whalers here, as in other parts of
the world, prefer to try it out on board the vessels. The Secotchmen eruise about these waters
during the summer months, and then return home, while many of the American vessels winter in
the ice,

Most of the whales taken in these northern witers are of the bowhead or polar species—which
is peculiarly an ice-whale—and is the same aa taken by the Pacific-Arctie fleet. 'Whales have been
taken in the vicinity of Point Barrow, with harpoons in them bearing the marks of vessels that
bad been parsuing the fishery in the vicinity of Davis Strait; hence it seems certain that there
exigts a passage from one ocean to the other. An instance of this kind is given by the Honolalu
Commereisl Advertiser, in December, 18%70. It is an aceount of a harpoon which was found in a
whale captured by the ship Cornelins Howland, of New Bedford, then cruising in the North
Pacific Ocean. It is the custom among whalemen to have each iron stamped with initials desig-
nating the ship to which it belongs. This is done to prevent dispute in case it is necessary to
waif the whale, or in oase boats from two different ships lay claim to one which has been killed.
While off Point Barrow the Cornelins Howland took & large polar whale, in the blubber of which
%28 embedded the head of a harpoon marked « A. G.,” the wound made by it having healed over.
This was presumed to- have hel'ongad to the bark Ansel Gibbs, also of New Bedford. But she
wa8 knowa to have been porsuing the fishery in Cumberland Inlet and ite vicinity for some ten
or elevén years previonsly. The ob\nous inference was that this whale must have found his way

E p;:iﬁ‘ B H, Oha.pell, of New 1 London, in a'letter fo Capt. C, F. Hall, quoted in Narrotive of the Second Arotio
Xpadition, .

h . BEo, ‘Y, VOL. n--—'r '
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from ocean te ovean by sovie channel unknewn to navigators, and that af some seasons of the
yvear there must be an infer-ocean communication. The Advertiser adds: “We have heard before
of instances where whales have been caught at Cumberland Inlet with harpoons in them, with
which they have béen struck in the Aretic Ocean, but we believe this is the first authenticated
instance of a whale having been caught in the Aretic Ocean with & harpoon in it from the Davis
Stratt side.”

Searcely any coffort has ever Leen made by Americans to find whaling-grounds to the east of
Gireenland or at Spitzbergen, where the Duteh and English once fonnd soeh profitable fishing.
Two Asnerican vessels lave been sent to the Spitzbergen seas; one, the Hannibal, of New London,
a ship of 441 tons that sailed May 21, 1855, and returned March 21, 1836, with 25 barrels of whale
oil; the other vessel was the bark Tempest, also of New London, that sailed May 21, 1857. After
un ensuceessful eraise near Spitzbergen und the east coasi of Greenland, she sailed for the South
Atlantic and thence to the North Paeific Ocean, where, after several cruises, she obtained a fair
rurge, and returned to New Loodon in 1861, The four years’ ernise of the Tempest was not profit-
able, but resalted in a loss of 7,000, The owner being asked how lie could lose so much by the
voyuge, said: “1 willy by way of reply, mention & few items, and the reader imay draw hig own
inferences. Cost of vessel; interest on the same; outfits; interest on outfits; provigions for a
large erew; advance to crew; desertion of men; shipping new hands; repairs on vessel; wear
and tear; staving boat; clothing for inen; new gails; few whales; insurance; commission;
leskage; ganging; commission; wharfage; port charges; taxes; more leakage; outgoes; freight;
fog; thunder.”

Annther attempt of Americans to whale in (he waters north of Enrope was made at Teetand
in the vears 18G5 and 1866, by Captains Dull and Royee. Tley proceeded to Seidis Fjord, in
latitnde 639 18 north, witl two vessels, the bark Keindeer, of New Yurk, under the American flag
and a litile steamer called the Visionary, which was built in Scotland, and sailed under the
Danish flag. They had #wo whale-boats fitted for catehing thie whales that were towed by the
steamer inko the fjord where they were cutin.  The first season proved nnsuccessiul, butin the spring .
of 1866, twenty sulphur-bottom whales were taken yielding about 900 barrels of oil. Extensive
arsangements ndd been made to earry on the fishery, steam oil try-works having heen built on
land. In the winter of 1865-°G6 there was sent to Iceland the Duteh schooner J an Albert, that
bad been remodefed into a serew steamer and named the Litens. The crew congisted of Ameri-
cans, Danes, Scotch, Russiang, and one Polynesian, They further employed two small iron
stestiners built in Glasgow and Liverpool, and ealled the Vigilant and Stegpideder. By the end
of September ihey had taken forfy whales that yielded about 2,400 barrels of oil. Althengh this
American attempi to establisl a whaledishery at Iveland was partially successiul, yet the returns
as compared with the expenses of the undertaking did not wasrant ite continnance, aud the fishery
was abandoned, .

The fishing by Scotch vessels in Davis Strait and east of Greenland, as also the early history of
the Spitzbergen whale-fishery are discussed below under the head of Whale Fishing by Foreign
Nations. .

" The total number of American vessels that have engaged in whaling in Davis Strait, Hudaon
Bay, and vieinity, since the revival of this fishery in 1846, inclades 16 sclooners, 7 brigs, 13 barks,
T ships, and 1 steamer, a total of 44 vessels, of whick 18 were lost on their voyages. The
ontire number of voyages fitted out in the same period was 138, -

RECORD OF VOVAGES 1846 10 1879.—The following table is a record of each voysge made
by the American fleet to the region of Davis Strait and Hudson Bay from 1846 to 1879 :
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Foyages of the Davis Strait and Hudion Bay fleet from 1840 to 1879,

Wune of veasel.

i
- Ir’__

1edes. |
Moelfiennan . ...... Bhip......1
Do e oo
1 15 F 1 S
Deoe.-. _,,‘.A.do ......
Do _.i..do..... B
De .. N PR E
1853, ;
Anmsrel ..o Brig......
Coorgiana .. ..., do caeens
Amuwred ... | Brig .

1855, |

treorginna ..., ... BRI .
1856, .
1
ATATEL .oy, L.
George Henry ..
bR
Amarat L. Brig ......
Hueorpdana .., O S
|
1858, I !
Georginos ... .. Belg ..., B
1850, i
Ameret .. L, Brig ..
| |
Ansol G-ihl'm...,...l Ship . ... Jl
Antlope . Bark .
Back Bagla ...__..|...40,.. ‘i
Dantel Webgtor . .| 8hip......
Genrgo Henry Bark ... .
Georgiama . . Brig ...
Henoipal . . Ship......
Northern Light _._.0._.dn...._.
Piomeer ., I Bark.. ...
Syven Queen ... Ship......
wel,
Antclope .. .. .| Berk......
Forthern Light .. | Ship......
1302, .
Avxel Qibba. ... | Bhtp,... .
131:}9)-\ Bagle ..._... Bark ____.
Georglang | BYig....
Oreay Tat . .| Bark ..
Pioner ., .. .de
1883,
Avtor, . A
PRARRMEIRISE | Bobaoner .
Bitews .. b Bark ...,
Laniel Webatar ..., da...... .
Franklin , . .| Behoeoner ,

Eyvhate

it

140

1,111

800 -
450
258

£lean.

154

{}Ienn..;

287

1
| Whale..
! houe.

Faanarks,

| ;
Tona, | Port: Balled. | Returaed.
i ; i
o I o e
' ! Barreis I’ouvw.a..
378 | Now London..| Apr. 8 1846 Sopt. 15, 1846
A6 ... @0 vovuo| Mar, 51847 Oct. 5, 1647
396 1. ..o ... Mar. 21840 Oet. 16, 1840
276 | de ... MMuar. TIE50 | Oot. 22,1860
976 |eod0 ..o Feb. 8181 Oct. 23, EAD
371;] ...... e | Mar — 22 :
i
91| New Londou..! Inly 13, 1853 Mg, 29, Thad I
1
180 (... do .. Taty 13,1851 Oct. 9, 1854
i ;
1 | New Londen.. Sept. 7, 1554 Anag )2, 1855
308 ! New London. ,L[,m ©9, 1856 Dec. 26,1855 ! i
i I ! !
190 |...... do .. i Apr. 13,1856 Sopt. 16, 196 |
| | __
o1 | New London. .| May 21,1868 -——, 1857}
308 |-eedo ] Muy 21, 1650 | Bepr. 17, 1857 |
| | | |
. ; : ;
01 | Wew London. | Bept. 7,1867 Sept. 1, 1458 |
I : " 1

|
196 Kew London.

160 | New London.

i
91 | Kew London ..
19 | Fuir Boven .|

Lapr 11,1857 Dee. zo,185

] | i
. Tune 1,1858 ! Dec. 9,1859 ;

A‘pr LB, e i

|
1
|
1
!
Y i
1
|

I
i
|
|
|
]

LA pr 12,2800 Nov. 11, 1581 |

Geonge Sngrs.
Tnabelln.... rr [Bﬂg.._

240 | Kew Bedford | May. 16,1860 | Oct. 12,1863 |
TR do DMay 20,1860 i Nov. 3, 1861 |
496 | .... do ; Muar, 01, 1680 | Tan,
5 !
)4 | New London. ’Mav R mso] Bept. 13, ]Rﬂ’
b 1+ do ... .MM 11860 | Oet. 7, 1861 ,
E7 N a0 ,....,.'.Mar.::l,isﬁﬂ ......... o
513 Yadr Haven...|July 21, 1860 I Qub. 31, 1361
335 | Now London.  June 1 1860 ' Oot. 29, 1361
461 | Fair fnven. .| June 13, 1550300; 13.18013
#40 | New Bedford .| Oct. 31,1861 Oot. 13,1563 |
BB ... a0 .......| Nov. 18 186 | Oat. 17, msz}
[
919 | Now Bedford .| Apr. 15, 1862 Got. 11,1863 |
ST IR I May 5, 1052 | Sept. ¥4, umi
180 | New London .| May 8 1862 | Now. 32,1863
176 { New Beidford .| Apr., 27,1862 | Oct. 23, 1867
285 | Now Lomdor .| May 24, 1862 | Out. 12,1863
N b
i
90 | New London .| Fune i6, 5863 | Oct. 25,1883 |
803 | Wew Bedford .| apr. 20, 1863 | Gol. 25,1554 |
338 [..... &0 ... b Apr. 21, 188y | Oot. 27,1864
1M | New Londen..; Jube 24, 1863 , Sept. B, 1384
E1 I RN ' (LN <15 7. & OO
498 oo Fope 6,7862 0 Oct 41884

P47

5,1863;.. S

1,500
1,205

L, 400
. 460
3ie
225
561

1]

1 M6
38
841

e

c;g \SH COM Mfs}}o*};\ |

[P, |
15,000 1 f45 spal-akine.
12,000 I
7,000 | 704 seal-akine
;4908 | 1,100 seal-ekine
[ ! Loaat in Davin Stradt,
L
I 8,000 ;
L 16,000
i
[ | Arrived at Labrador Lute, and was ftozen
! ! "5y tha dee frum Octulor. JE34, to Joly,
! i 1B,
[ .\ Bremglit home tho abandoned ship Reso-
| Inte, of theEnyglish expeditionin serrch
1 i of Franklin.
caveiees. Wintered 1o Frobisher Siraif; losy 14
i men frowm seurry.
| .
i 3,200 i
[ N
|
5. 700 | Frozenin the jce elght months ; took the
; firat whale Fuix 1, and was full Foly 22,
B, 5on
|
| 15,00t Halled for $8,000; cargo worth 21,000,
.......... ' Lawt in Cumberlend Inlet September 27,
¢ 1850, The AmaTet was the Reacus o
. Eane's expodition,
g, oo
| o4, 000
17, g00
A, 500 | Trut in Alerdeen, Beotland, on aceonnt of
; P (he reicllion; sent home 2,500 pooods
. i boov: dhreemendied of acorey i 1862
L1, 100 ! 450 mesd 2nd 250 walves akins
| a4, 700 |
{8,000 | Abandoned in Cnmberland IntetOotnler,
LYW
21,600 |
15, 700 F:I\'ru men died of ararry.
| 24, oo
110,900 |
17, 580
30 X9 ’
4, 00
3, tag
9, 000
2, 15¢
17, 156
9, 60
B, B0
raernees| Larat bn Hudaon Bay, 1868
%, 350 .
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Voyages of the Davie Sirait and Hudson Bay flesis from 1846 to 1879—Continned.
l - -
Whene of vesanl. Rig. Tumu. Port. Bailad. Ecturned. “:}fle ] ?bna;}lf'l_ Remarks.
i :
1863. l Rarrels. Porends,
Northern Light....| Bhip .. <ol 513 | Now Bedford . Apr. 20,1883 ) Oct. 24,1884° 1,270 ) 20,000 .
Pavilion ...__......| Brig ..... l 150 | Fair Haven. ... June 15,1863 (... __.. ... [ Crashed in the ice In Hudsor Bay in
1883 ; sevem men loat; sarvivors suf-
fered sevorcly from cold and exposare.
Wm. Thompson.. .| Ship ... 493 | New Bedford .| Mar. 17,1863 | Dec. 18, 1853f 100 | 1, 200
1864, ;
Bleck Bagle........ §11 | New Benlford || May 7, 1884 | Qot  1,1865 T8
Conoordia .. 266 ' Sag Marbor. | June § 3864 | Oeb.  1.1865 70
Cornelin ... ..... | Schooner 107 | New London i May B 1364 | Oct. 11,1863 J00
i . N PO | Ang. 31, 1864 | Bept. 20, 1864 | Clean.
George nnd Mary. ' Bark . ... Jnpe 41884 [ Oct 10, 18&':,5 1B0
Georglann . ......1 Brig .... Apr. 13,1864 | Oot. 10,1885 . T8
Glacier ___. Schooner .| 282 | New Bedford | June 21, 1864 | Kav. 13, 1860 Y28
Helen F. oo ... ] 188 7 New London | Jnoe 20, 1864 | SBept. 18, 1886 | Clesn. |.
Tuwbel ..o ‘ 9 1. do....... June 81664 Oct. 26,1664 | Cloun.|..
Leader ..... 81, . ...d0 . .....; May 28 1B04 | Sept. 11,1863 287
Milwood . ... 234 | New Badford Apr. 4, 1864 ; Oeot. 28,1804 | 2,082
Monticcllo. _. . 358 | Kew London..' June 30, 1884 | Sopt, 21, 1863 ; 271
Morning Star... 303 | New Bedford :Ma)‘ 14, 1864 | Qet. 14,1885 | 1,17¢
Orray Taft ... 176 1...... do....... "Apr. 0,1866 | Oct. 6,165 472
Oxford...... 130 ! Faiv Havon-.. May §,1864 ° Mnay 37,1666 ! 75
Plioneer..... 236 | New Londom..: Jone 4, 1564 | Sopt 18,1863 1,391 Value of carge, $150,000,
5 B.Howes, ,..._. 100 | eeene do : Apr. 19,1864 | Oet. 5,185 100
1885, i ; .
Andrews .. ... . Park .....| 808 | Now Boiford .| Apr. 1, 1865 | Apr. 25,1866 | 1,038 | 16, 800
Daniel Webater....| Bhip ... _. 386 L. do ... May 20,1865 | Nov. 14, 1866 F03 | 11,500
Era ...............| Bchooner .| 188 | New London. .| Mag 17, 1665 | Nov. 19, 1866 236 2,000
Frauklin .......__. R, T 1e ..., Ao ...... .| Apr. 23, 1865 | Sept. 17, 1866 534 1 & BN
Toabelln....._......| Brig .c.... 192 |..... do....... Mar. 7, 1865 | Nov. 8 L8868 BE4 | To, 500
Milwood ...____....| Bark ... 804 | New Bedford | Apr. 18, 1865 | Nov. 7, 18868 923 | 14, 500
5. B. Howea .......| Echooner .| 10F | New London..| Oct. 26, 1863 | Oct. 9, 1867 260 | 8,000
1506,
Amnsel Gibbe ...... | Bark ... 303 | New Bedford .| May 1, 1848 | Qet. 4, 1987 920 6,000
Black Eagle _......|. R [ I, 311 ... 4o .......| Apr. 20, 1868 | Sept. 24, 1867 200 { 3,000
Concordis .. ....__. -ode Ll 205 | Sag Harbor...; May 11, 1866 | Sept. 18, 1967 ; 445 ] 7,300
Coroelia ...........| Schooger .{ 148 | Geoton__. . | Apr. 18,1968 | Oct. 31,1887 200)...... ..
Glecier ..ocvovenn oo do ... 177 | New Bedford .; Apr. 10,1868 | Oct. B, iB67 2 20
George woi Mary. | Bark ... 105 | New London..! Apr. 18,1866 ' Sept. 14, 1887 500 | 16, 000
Georgisus ... Brig . .....| 1281 .. .. do ... July 12,1888 | Nov.20,1847 | 800 | 10, 000
Helen F...._..... Bchooner .| 108 . __... do ......|Jaiy 16,1888 | Kov, 20, 1867 50 |._......
Morning Btar..... Bark...... 238 | New Bedford .| Apr. 18, 1868 | Oct. B1, 1867 650 | 13, 000
Oremy Taft. ... ... de 184 ... do......| May & 1860 | Oot. 25 1867 225 3,000
Oxford...... ......| Brig ...... @l | Fair Haven_. | May 1 {868 | Sapt. 22, 1867 o280 | 8 000
Pionear............ Bark ..... 228 { New Bedford .| Apr, 19, 1386 | Sepi. 12, 1867 5 | B 000
Pionesr............" Steawmer .| 212 | New London. | Apr. 26,1866 | Nov.14.188a] 40| b 800 mg::mﬁ:ﬂm whaler from the United
Quickstep. .. ....... Bahooner .{ 165 |-..... do.......| Tuns26, 1886 | Sept.14,1863| 862 | 6 600
B.B.Howes........|.-.d0 cc...f 301 J..o...do . __....| Jume%6, 1586 { Get. 9, 1886 $48 | 5,0
L% + TR SO ™ B T lveendo e, Jaze ¢,1865 | Sept, 20,1866 | Clean. [.......,
T
Andrews ..._...__. Bark .....[ 237 | New Bedtord | May 20,1867 |...oooooe.o.. I.ciga%_’incmbuﬂmdmalfmmﬁru.
Brs oo, ...j Bhooner } 188 NWLondbn..il Apr. 11,1807 | Aug. 27,1868  BS7 | 13 400 S
Frankiln -..... enfer@o ] LB oo do . May 91867 Gept.10,18660 893 | € 800
Isubells............[ Brig ... 192 (.o...da.......| May 25,1667 | Bept.14,1868] 068 | R 700
Milwood...........| Bark.....| 716 | New Badford . Apr. 2,1801 | Nov.13,1888] a7r| 8 809 .
Plogeer............| Steamer ..| 212 | New Lendon..: Mar. 2, 1867 |.eecueanene... weeroo oo .| Bonke ameng the fos in Hudson Sersit,
1866 Foly 6, 881 ' S
Ansel Givba _,_, Bark ....| 803 | New Bedford |Tnoe 8, 1865)Rept.2,1860[ 450 | 10, 000
* Concordis, .........].. .80 ......] 217 | Sag Harbor.. .} Apr. 20,1688 | Oce. 7,2888] 900 2,900
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Poyages of the Davia Strait and Hudson Boy fleetr from 1346 to 1870—Continned.

Name of vessel.

(3eorgs and Mary..
Georglans ... ---
BelenF . _......

Oxford. . ooeeiunne-

Tsabelln. ..oonoo-- -t

Milwood. ... .oonn--

Quickstep .....----
16870,

Aupel Gibba . .....-

George and Maty-{..

S B.Howea .., cuo-
18M.
Ansel Gibbs .......
Conoordia ......-..
GlAZoT eveee oea s
Tsahella............
Milwood. ... ...
1872,
Abbie Bradford. - -.
John Atwood......
Orray Taft . ......
1878,
Imsbolla............
1874,
Abble Bradford.. ..
Nie .....
President..........
1875.
Tsabella,......snoee

Wil .

1975,

Abble Bradford. ...
Abbott Lawrense. .
A.d. Roma.. ......
Franklin. .

Era

[EEE TS r—

Rig. Tous, Port. Sajled. Raturoed. W;];_E'IB ‘E::;e' Remarke.

Barrels.!
Schooner .| 148 | Groton ....... Moy 26,1888 | Sept. 28, 1868 143
Baxk ..... 305 | New London. .| May 16, 1868 | Bept. 17, 1868 450
Brig . ...| 18 |......d0....... Aug, 51888 |.. . .. ...o.o]|ooans '
Behonner 1R |...... do...... |Jone?0, 1868 . . ... 1,450 | 13,600 ¢ ng'jit.n Cumberland Tniet Rovember 140,
1ET0, )
Brig ._._.. ] | Frir Haven. .. Jaly 20,1868 . ..o oenaen b e e Lost in Camberland Inlet in 1888,
Schooner .| 101 | New Londos. .| June 20,1808 | Nov. 6, 1669 | Clean. | ... . ...
Schooper .| 1688 | New London. .| May 11,1888 | (ot 5,1870 533 | 5,400
I - S, i | do..... | May 381860 | Ot 5, 1870 475 | 8,418
Brig --... L 11 N do_..... Apr. 14,1868 | Out. 15,1870 527 | &, 587
Bark 1 218 | Kew Bedford .} Apr. 6,1668| Qct. 6, 1670 950 | 15,800
Schooner . | 105 | Nev London. . May 18,1860, ... ... _._.|......_. «----...| Lpatia 1870
: I
Bmk..... 303 | Wew Bedford i June2l, 1870 | Qet. 06,1870 | 1, 340 | 22, 040
do ... 106 | New Lundnna. May 38,1870 ! Nov. 20, i871 435, B 000
Bohoaper.| 101 |._.._.do....jduly TI870 ... ... .suas Loatin the inlet in 1873
Bark .....| 303 | New Bedford . Dwec. 18,1871 ... o.oooooifeana.. et Loat in Hndeon Bay Ootober 18, 1872,
4 having 3 barrels oil and 818, 0d pounds
! : boneon board ; 8,500 pounda bones Wete
. anved ; 16 of erew died of senrty.
Bark ..... 217 | Kew Lonilon. .1 Apr. 26,1871 ! Wov, 91870 )........ ‘... ....!| Nothing but freight; droken nyp in 1873
R T 195 | New Bedford .| Jaly 9,1871 [ Sept. 20, 1872 1,600
Brig.. ...| 192 | Wew London..| May 43,1871 | Oet. 28,1872). ..., . o8
Bark.....| 216 | New Bedford .| Sept. 25,1671 |, \ee. .o od 140 | ______ Lust on Black Lead Iviand.
! d
Schooner .| 116 | New Bedford .| May 28, 1872 | Sapt. 7, 1873 878 | 18,131 |
oo Provinectown. | May 20, 1872 | Ot 8, 1372 180 | B 1%
Burk . ... 134 | Few Bedford .| Judy 29872 ... Lo g0l Lost ' Boderm Yiay Seplem'oor 14, 1878
Brig...... 192 | New Leondon..| Fune 26,1873 | Sept. 2,1873 | Clean. ...
! H
.
Bebooner..| 115 | Wew Dedfard .| May 12,1874 | Bept. 24, 1876 660 © 12,000 | 'The firat mate and a Loat’s crew were
i . Iost in the ioe September 5, 1674,
Ship...... 208 | New London..: Jone 15, 1874 | Dee. 8, 1674 AN P OB OO R
Bark.._... 259 | New Bedford .| Juze 9, 1574 | Bopt. 18, 1874 500 ] £ M0
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Bark. ...} MO ... Ao ... Mey 28,1878 | Sept. 7, 1870 150 [ 2,000

v.. Bark. . ..! 106 | New Bodford .j Jans 8,197 | Sept. 22,1880 | 70| 2,400 | Mate frome to donth. Brougbt beme re

malna of v, Irving, of Frackliu Expe.
N : - didor.
Bebooner..| 96 | New Londoa. .| June 15, 16870 | Nov. 52, 1670 800 .. ...oan

TN * NN O Tl I do ... |June23, 1510 | Nev. 04, 1880 560 | B 000
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7. HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN WHALE FISHERY FROM 1750 TO 1815,

The Dutech and English had carried on the whale-fishery in ihe northern seas for several years
prior to the settlement of New England by Englishmen. Along tha shore of Massachusetts whales
were constantly being driven ashore and were secured by the inhabitants, In the eurly records

of the colonies we find numerous references to drift whales, but it was not until about the year
1712 that vessels were used, and those of but small tounage, so that they ventured but on short
voyages. By the year 1730, however, the vessels were of larger class and generally sloop-rigged.
By the vear 1750 there was a Jarge fleet sailing from varvious ports in New England, which has
alwuays been the enterprising center for the whale-fishery in this eountry.

The following cxkanstive review of the American whale-fishery during the period from 1750 to
1815 is quoted from Starbueck’s History of the Whale Fisbery printed in the report of the United
Stateg Comimissioner of Fish and Fisheries for 1375776

Bouxty To ENGLIEH WIALERS.~—+ The period from 1750 to 1784 was the most eventfol ers to
the whale-fishery that it has ever passed through. TFer a large proportion of the time the business
was carried on under imminent risk of capture, first by the Spanigh and French and after by the
English. The colonial Davis Strait lishery seems to have been quite abandoned, and the vessels
cruised mostly to the eastward of the Grand Buanks, along the edge of the Gulf Stream and in the
vicinity of the Bahamas. In 1748 the English Parliament had passed a second act to encourage
this fishery., By it the premium on inspection of masts, yards, and bowsprits, tar, pitch, and tur-
pentine, and on British-made sail-eloth were to continne, and the duties on foreign-made sail-cloth
were remitted to vessels engaged iun this parsuit. A bounty was also granted on all ships engaged
in whaling during the then existing war ; harpooners and others employed in the Greenland fish-
ery were axempted from impressment. The commissioners of customs were, under the required
certificate, to pay the second twenty shillings per ton bounty granted hy Parliameni over the
first twenty previously granted.* The ships which had sailed during the previous March or Apri}
were to he equal sharers in this beunty with {hose whose sailing had been delayed. All ships
built or fisted out for this pursuit from the American colonies conforming to this act were to be
lieensed to whale, and in order to receive the bounties must remain in Davis Straits or vicimity
from May (sailing about May 1) until the 20th of August, nnless sooner foll or obliged to return
by accident. Foreign Protestantsserving in this fishery for two years, and qualifying themselves for
its prosecution, were to be treated a8 thongh they were natives.t The cause of this conecession to
the colonies was a part of Lovd Shirley’s scheme to rid Acadia of the French. It was his desire
that George IT should cause them to be removed to some other English colony, and settle Nova
Beotia with Protestants,} and to this end invitations were sent throughout Europe to induce
Protestauts to remove thither, ¢The Moravian Brethren wers attracted by the promise of exemp-
tion from oaths and military service. The good will of New Lngland was encouraged by care for
ity fisheries; and American whalemen, stimulated by the promise of enjoying an eqnal bounty
with the British, Jearned to follow their game among the icebergs of the Greenland seas.’§ <The
New Englanders of this period,’ says Baneroft,i] ¢ were of homogeneous origin, nearly all tracing
their descens to the English emigrants of the reigns of Charles the First and Charles the Second.
They were a frugal and industrious race. Along the sea-side, wherever there was a good harbor,

. fishermen, fumiliar with the ocean, gathered in hamlets; and each returning season saw them

#*In gixth year of the reign of George 11,7 “t Mass. Col. M58, Mantlme. vi, p- 316.”
'*1 The earrying out ofethis schome and the destrnotion of the colony of Acadians justly receives exocmtim 3
¢ Bancroft’s Hist. U, 8., v, p. 457 "] Iud.. iv, p. 1497 .
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with an ever-increasing nomber of mariners and vessels, tnking the cod and mackerel, and some-
times pursuing the whale into the jicy labyrinths of *he bnorthern seas; yet loving home, and
dearly attached to their modest freeholds.)

“Of this period Hutchinson says: * ¢ The increase of the consumption of oil by lamps a8 well
as by divers manufactures in Europe bas been no small encouragement to onr whale-fishery, The
flourishing state of the island of Nantueket must be attribnted to it. The cod and whale fishery,
being the principal source of our returns o Greal Britain, ave therefore worthy unot ouly of
provineial but national attention. .

“ A continual succession of foreign wars, in which the hardy fishermen and farmers of New
Eﬁg!and were constantly called $o the aid of England, eorpled with & continual suceession ot in-
toleraut measuzes adopted by the mother country toward the plantations, which, in common with
the colonists at large, they felt impelled to resist, was pradually preparing Ameriea tor the event
ful struggle which was to end inits independence. By the experience of the wars they learned
their strengtlr; through the preysure of the tyrannical acts they Jearned thelr vigits.”

Emuanao or 1757.—“Pending the expedition for the reduction of Nova Scotia in 1755 an
embargo was laid upon the Bank fishermen, though the risk of capture was so greut that it of
itself must have yuite effectivaly emhargoed many of them.t

“in 1757-~the embargo being still eontinued upon the fishery in these waterse—a petition
was presented to the geuneral court of Maasachuseits from the people of Marthas Vineyard and
Nuauntueket, representing that the wemorialists  being Informed that your Honours think it not
advisable to Permit the fishermen to Sail on their Voyages autil the time limited by the Embargo
is Expired by Reason that their fishing banks where they Usually proceed on said Vovages lyves
Eastward not far from Cape breton which may be a weans of their falling into the bunds of the french
which may be of bad Conseguence to the Common Canse.  Your Memorialisis would Humbly observe
to Your Honours that that is not the Case with the whalemen their procedure on their Voyages is
Westward of the Cape of Yirginia and sonthward of that until the month of June from which Your
Memorialists are of the mind their is nothing like the Danger of their falling into the hands of the
Cape breton Privateers a8 wonld be If they went Eastward. Your Memorialists would further
Observe that the whalemen have almost double the Number of hands that the fishermen Carry
which makes Their Charge almost Double to that of fishermen and ye first part of the Whale
season is Always Esteemed the Principal time for their making their Voyages which If they lose
the greatest part of the People will have pothing to Purchase the Necessaries of life withal they
haveing no other way which must make them in miserable Situation. Your memorialists would
therefore beg that y* Hononrs would take Our Miserable Siteation under Consideration and grant
our Whalemen liberty to Proceed on Quor Voyages from this time If it be Consistent with your
Great wisdom as in duty bound shall every prayj

v < Joan Norrow (for Martha's Vineyard)
« ApisHAT FoLGER (for Nuntucket)

“In compliance with the foregoing petition the council passed ihis resolution (April 8, 1758):
‘Inasmuch as the Inhabitants of Kantucket most of whom are Quakers are by Law exempted
from Impresses for military Service. And their Livelikood intirely depends on the Whale fishery—

“* Hist. of Massachusetts, ki, p. 400.”

“1A duty was laid upon the solonists in 1756 to support a frigate on the Banks to defend the fishery.”

**} Masa. Col. MBS., Maritime, vi, p. 371. From this petition it wonld appest that, having an unfavorable sesson
% the ssuthward, the whalsmen would stand for the Banks hoping to fill there, If, hdwever, a vessel got home early
from tha north, they frequently wens on another voyage to the south and westward iu the same yeat.” -
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Advised that his Exeelly give permission for all whaling Vessells belong# to s? Il to pursue their
Voyages, taking only the Inh® of 5% Island in s Vessells and that upon their taking any other
persons whatsoever with them they be subject to all the Penalties of the law in like manner as if
threy had proceeded without Leave” * '

TAE GULF OF SAINT LAWERENCE AND BTRAITE OF BELLEISLE FISHERY.—“In 1761 the
fishery of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the Straits of Bellisle was opened to onr whaleen,
and they speedily availed themselves of its wealth, This was the legitimate result of the conquest
of Canada and the cession of territory made by France to Engiand at the conclosion of the war,
a resalt which the ecolonists liad labored hard and spent lives apd treasure unstintedly te attain,
but of the benefit of which they were destived to be defrauded. A duty was levied ou all oil and
bone carried $o England from the colopies, and by another oppressive act of Parliament they
were not allowed to find for this produet any other market. The diserimination between the
plantations and the mother country was made the more marked aince at this time the residents of
Grreat Britain were allowed a bounty from which he provincials were debarred. Against these
injustices the merchauts of New England, and thoge of London engagedl in colonial trade, respect-
fally petitioned. They representied that *in tke Year 1761 The Trovince of Mazsachusetts Bay,
fitted out from Boston & other portat Ten Vessels of from Seventy to Ninety Tous Burden for
this Purpose. That the Success of these was snch as to encourage the Sending out of fifty Vessels
in the Year 1762 for the same trade. That in the Year 1763 more than Eighty Yessels were
imploy’d in the same mauner.y That they have alvcady imported to London upwards of 40 Ton
of Whale Fiun: being the produce of the fiwo first vears. That upon Entring of the above Finn,
# Duty was reqnired and paid upon it, of thirty one Pound ten shillings # Ton. That the
weight of this Duty was renderd much heavier by the great reduction made in the price of Dutch
Boue since the commencement of this trade from £500 to £330 # Ton.’ They represeut further
that the reason for the conferring of bounties upon vessels in this pursnit from Great Britain was
to rival the Duteh,$ but in spite of this encouragement there was not enough oil and bone
brought inte Tngland by British vessels to supply the demand. They alse reasoned that Parlia-
ment conld not intentionally discriminate between the varicus subjects of the Crown, granting

o * Maas, Col, M88., Maritime, vi, p, 371, Martha's Vineyard appesrs to be ignored in the order.”
“t As already explained, Boatun was the port of entry for many of the Cape {owns apd ilsownimmediate vieinity.”
i} Aceording to the following doggerel there were suventy-five whaling captains sailing from Nantucket in 1763:

Whale Lixt, by Thomar Werth, AL 1763,

COut of Wantueket thelr's Whalemen seventy-five,
But two poor Worths among thom doth aurrive
Their ia two Eamadills & their's Wordbuary's two,
"Twe Ways there s, chuss which one pleaseth youn,
Folgera thirteen, & Barnarda thers are foar
Pupkers their is sthree & Tenkinges no more,
Gardners thelr ia seven, Hosneys their ate two,
Pinkhams theic is Sve and a poor Delano,
Myticka there is three & Coffins there are slx,
Swaina thelr are four and ono blue gally Fitch,
One Chadwick, Cogehall, Coleman their's but oms,
Brown, Baxter, fwo & Paidacks thers {a thres,
Wyer, Btanton, Starbuek, Moorse 1s four you aee,
But if for o Voyage I waa to vhooae  Stanton,

I would leave Bammy out & choose Bon Stratton.
Apd not forget that Bocott is allve,

Axnd that leng.orotch makes up the sevonty-fivs,
This is answertng to the kint, you see,

Made.up in seventesn ondred & sixty-three.”

¢ The Datoh from 1750 to 1768 sent to the Greenland fishery 1,324 ships, which took 3,018 wbalee,pmduohg 148,419
barrels of oil and 8,785,140 ponnds of bone. (Booresby.) Great Britainin the same time sent abunt mo-‘thhll ﬂla
number of ships.”
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to one a bounty and requiring of another 2 duty for the same service. They, however, ask for no
bounty--they are content that Great Britain should alone receive the benefit of that—but they
simply desire that they should not be taxed with a duty on thess imports.”*

ENGLISH BOUNTY AROLISHED.—*The knowledge that the English fishery, even with its
bounty, was still unable to fully cope with the Dutch, or even to supply its own home demand, as
well as the desire of Barl Grenville to forward certain projeets in bis American policy, notably the
oilions stamp-tax, caused some attention to be paid to petitions similar to the foregoing, fortified
somewhat by the presence of a special agent from Massachusetts to sustaiu the position and arge
the elaims there made. To various sections varions tenders were to be made. ‘The boou that
was {0 mollify New England) says Baneroft,t ¢ war concerted with Israel Maudit, acting for his
hrother, the agent of Massacbusetts, and was nothing less than the whale-fishery. Great Britain
liad sought to compete with the Duteh in that branch of industry ; bad fostered it by bounties;
liad relaxed even the act of navigation, so as to invite ever the Duteh to engage init from British
ports in British shipping. But it was all in vain, Grenville gave up the unsuccessiul atfempt,
and sought a rival for Holland in British America, which had hitherto lain under the double dis-
couragement of being excluded from the bebefit of a bounty,f and of having the products of its
whale-fishing taxed unequally. He now adopted the plan of gradually giving up the bourunty to
the British whale-fishery, which would be a saving of £33,000 a year to the treasury, and of reliev-
ing the Ameriean fishery from the inequality of the diseriminating duty, except the oid subsidy,
which was gearcely I per cent. This is the most liberal act of Grenvill®’s administration, of which
the merif is not diminished by the fact that the Amarican whale-fishery was superseding the English
under every discouragemment. It required liberality to accept this result as inevitable, and to
fuvor it. Xt was done, too, with a distinet convietion that ‘the American whale-fishery, freed from
its burdeu, woald soon totally overpower the British) So this valuable branch of trade, which
prodaced anpually 3,000 ponnds, and which would give employment to many shipwrights and
other artificers, and to three thousand seamen, was resigned to America.”

ErFrors or wWaAR—“With the people of Nantucket every foreign war meant a dimioution
of their whaling fleet, for there is sparcely any risk that whalemen have not and will not run in
pursuit of their prey. During the years 1765 and 1756 six of their vessels had been lost at sea
and 8ix more were taken by the French and burned, together with their cargoes, while the erews

% Masa, Col. MSS., Maritime, vol. vii, p. 243. The concluding portion of this petition, ineluding the signatures, is
missing, & fact greatly to be regretted, as it would be extremely inveresiing to know who the promincut oil-merchants
of that time were, The following iy the statement of imports of oil and boune from the .coionies into England and
from Holland to the same country, which accompanied the petition:

Aooount of Finns 4 O from America to Bugland & Duties from Ghrﬁ;mm 1758 to Christmas 1783.

Fines. ‘Whals-oil
Taar.

[Duty, America | Duty, Londeon. Duty, Americs. | Duty, Londen,
T Owi. Libe. £ s d £ & 4 T H 4 £ a4 d 2 54
163 40 1700, .. . iieeiciciiiceennd] 1T 01T e 1614 0| 3,245 3 28 1,881 B 1,45 3 8
. B 2 ¢ W15 6 2710 41 2,895 1 a4 5,618 5 1 L1483 8 &
o ¢ B 42 2 ¢ W 6! 8,16 31 5 1,820 4 & 1,343 12 10
] s g B 522 810 B2 5 0 2,48 ¢ 86 1,44218 9 1,080 0 4
1,848 & 13 2,427 5 8 =516 9 4! 5030 0 12 2,842 11 7 2,225 15 11
Ji08 0 ™ 500310 1 2,566 15 nim,auxm S Be1 13 0 e 1 3

tBanoroffs Toited Btates, v, p. 184,
« §The bounty of 1746 had evidently been legislated ous of existanoe.
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were carried away into captivity. In 1760 another vessel was captured by a French privateer of
twelve guns and released after the commander of the privateer had put on board of her the erew
of a sloop they had previously taken nearly full of oil and burned. The captain of the sloop,
Luce, had sailed with three others who were expected on the coast. The day after Luce was taken
tlie privateer engaged a Bermudian letter of marque and was beaten. Duaring this engagement
several whalemen in the vicinity made their escape. Ip the same month {June) another privateer
of fourteen guns took several whaling vessels, one of which was ransomed for $400, all the prison-
ers put on board of her, and she landed them at Newport.*  In 1762 another Nantucket sloop was
taken by a privateer from the French West Indies, under one Mons. Palanqua, while she was

eruising iv the vicinity of the Lecward Istands.”

MARTHA'S VINETYARD AND NANTUCKET WHALERS.— At Martha’s Vineyard whaling did
not seem to thrive so well as at the sister island of Nantucket, The very sitnation of Nantucket
seemed faverable for the development of this and kindred pursuits; in faet, the situation made
them necessities. While the Vineyard was guite fertile and of considerabie extent, Nantucket
was comparatively sterile and eircumseribed. A& the Vineyard a livelihood could be attained
from tilling the earih, at Nantocket a large portion of that which sustained life must be wrested
from the ocean. A constaut struggle with nature, and a constant sermounting of those obstacles
incident to their loeation and surroundin g5, developed within the Nantucketois a spirit of adventure
which was carefally trained into chanuels of epterprise and usefulness.  Hence, the early history
of whaling on Martha’s Viveyard was not that uifimate success that it was on Nantucket, and
while the year 17756 found the latter with a feet of 130 vessels with a burden of 15,000 tons, the
former at the samo period could conutt but 12 vessels and an aggregate of 720 tons.

“1In 1752 Mr, John Newman and Timothy Coffin built a vessel of 75 tons, but she was also
destined to a brief existence. On her second voyage whaling she was captured near the Grand
Banks by the Freuch, and Captain Coffin, her commander, lost his life, hig vessel, and his eargo,
In the same year (1752) John Norten, esq., with others, purchased a vessel of 55 tons for the
carrying on of this business, and, like her contemporary, she failed to survive her second voyage,
but was cast away on the coast of Carelina, Capt, Christopher Beetle being at the time in command.
Mr. Norton immediately chartered a vessel to get his own off, but on their arrival on Carolina,
his vessel was gone, with her sails, rigging, and appuartenances, and he out of pocket a forther
sum of $500 1o the wrecking party. Eight years later (1760), Esquire Norton, with others, built
the sloop Polly, 65 tons burden. On her third whaling trip to the southward she too was lost,
and Ly ber destenetion perished Nicholas Butler, lier captain, and thirteen mén. Repeated losses
had reduced Norton to somewhat straitened circumstances, and, selling what property he had
left, he removed to Connecticut, where he died. "

“ It is impossible to separate in the sccounts of whaling at this time the share which Boston
took in it from that taken by other ports. The reports which may he found in the eurrent papers
rarely gave the name of the port to which entering or clearing vessels belonged. In fact the
majority of the reperts are merety records of accidents, and it is very rarely indeed that the
amount of oil taken by retarning whalers iy given.

“Ip 1762 a whaling scheoner, commanded by Bickford, was totally lost on Beil (1)
Ialands. The crew, fourteen in puinber, were taken off by a fishing vessel.?

Long I1SLAND WHALERS.-— Of the Long Island fishery the only record acoessible is the
meager one regarding Sag Hurbor. HKasthampton, Southampton, and their more immediate neigh-
bors seem to have beer supplanted by this younger town.! Probably prior to 1760 vessels had

‘t*» These vessels were from seversl whaling ports,” “+ Bag Harbor was rettled in 1730.”
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been fitted for whaling frous this port; if so, their identification is impossible. In 1760, bowever,
three sloops were fitted out by Joseph Conkiing, John Foster, and others. They were named Gaod-
luck, Dolphin, and Success, and their ecruising gronnd wus in the vicinity of 36° north latitude.”

RHODE ISLAND WHALERS.—¥ The reports regarding Rhode Island are equally meager.
Oceasional reports are Lo be found of the arrivals of whaling-vessels, bat no report of where they
cruised or what suceess they met with, and no recovds ¢xist at the cnstom-louse to help clear up
the historical mist. Warren comes into notice at thix period as quite a thriving whaling-port,
The Boston News-Letter of October 23, 1766, says : ¢ Several Vessels cmployed in the Whale Fiub-
ery, from the industrious Town of Warren in Rbode Island Colony, have lately returned, having
met with considerable suceess. One Vessel, which went as far as the Western Islands, bronght
home upwards of 300 Barrels of Uil,  Some Vessely from Newport have also been tolerably success-
fnl. This Business, which seers to bv carried on with Spirit, bids fair to be of great Ulity to
that Government,’” :

VIRGINIA WHALEEs.— Williamsburgh, Va., felt the stimulus cansed Ty snceess in this busi-
ness ; and in the early spring of 1751 several gentlemen subseribed a snm of money and fitted out
a small sloop, called the Ezperiment, for whaling along the southern coast. On the 9th of M 4y,
1731, she returned with & valuabie whale. This was the first vessel ever fitted for this pursuit
tfrom Virginia, und whether she continued for any length of time in the business is nuknown, The
encouragement of the first suceess nndoubtedly caused another venture.”

BRGINNKING OF WHALING INDUSTRY AT NEW BREDFOKD.—% In the vieinity of New Bedford
whaling probably commenced but little priorto 1760. In thut year Williatn Wood, of Dartmoutk,
sold to Elnathan Eldredge, of the same town, & certain iract of Iand, Jocated within the present
town of Fairhaven, and within three-quarters of a mile of the center of the town, on the banks of
the Acushnet River, ¢ Always Excepting and reserving * * * * # that part of the same
where the Try house and Oyl shed now stands.’ How lonyg these buildings had been standing at
the date of this deed is unknowan, but the fact of their being there then iz indisputable, and, as it
Wwas not the habit in those days to put up mseless buildin gy, they were undoubtedly applied to the
purpose for which they were built. That they were considered valuable property is evident from
the fact of their being reserved. In 1765, four sloops, the Nancy, Polly, Greyhound, and Haonah,
owned by Joseph Russell, Caleb Russell, and William Tallman, and from 40 to 60 tons burden,
were employed in the whale fishery.* In Ricketson’s ¢ History of New Bedford’is published a
portion of a log-book of the whaling-sloop Betsey, of Dartmouth, in 1761. The early portion is
missing, the first date commencing J uly 27. These small vessels usually sailed in pairs, and, so
long as they kept in compuny, the blubber of the captured whales was divided equally between
them. Hence the.reports, in which the captains’ names are always given justead of the names of
the vessels, which rarely ocear, often return the vessels in pairs, with she same guantity of oil to
each. The following are a few extraets from tlis Jjournal as published : < Augunst 2d, 1761. Lat.
15.54, long. 53.57. Saw two sperm-whales ; killed one~—Aug. 6th. Bpoke with John Clasbery ;
he had got 105 bbls.; told us Seth Folger had goti 150 bbls. Spoke with two Nantncket men;

“* Ricketeon’y History of Now Bedford, p. 58, Mr. Ricketsen says: ‘To Joseph Ruasell, the founder of New Bed-
ford, is also attributed the honor of being the pioneer of the whale-fishery of New Bodford, It is well authentivated
hy the statements of several cobemporaries, Iately deconsed, that Joseph Russell had pursned the bnsiness as esrly &a
the year 1365’ From what partientar portion of the ther town of Dartiuouth (which alse ineloded what is now known
ad New Bedford, and Faithaven) he ftted ot his vossols, is uncertain, At that time the land on which stands the
vity of New Bedford was unpopulated Ly the whites, and net a wingle honse marked the rpot where, within less than

% oentury thoreafior, stands the ofty from which was fitted ont mors whaling-vessels than from all the other American
porta combined,” . . .
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they had got one whale between them; hey told that Jenkins & Dunham had got four whales
between them, and Allen & Pease had got 2 whales between them. Lat. 42.57.—Sunday, Augnst
Oth. Saw sperm-whales ; strock two, and killed them between us, (naming their escort).—August
10th. Cnt up onr blubber inte casks; filled 35 hhds.; our partner filled 33 hhds. Jadged onr.
selves to be not far from the Bapks. Iinished stowing the hold.—Augunst 20. Lat, 44 deg. 2 min,
This moruing spoke with Thowas Gibbs ; had got 110 bbls; tofd ns he had spoke with Jobn Aikin,
and Eplraim Delano, and Thomas Nye. They had got uo oil at all. Sounded; got no botiom.
Thomas Gibba told us we were but two leagnes off the Bank.’ The Betsey probably arrived home
about the middie of September. In 1702 she apparently wade asother voyage, though the jonr-
nal up to the 2d of September is missing. On that date they spoke ¢ Shabel Bonker and Benja-
min Paddock.” Oun the 3d of Septeinber they ¢ Knovked down iry-works.” On the 15th they spoke
Henry Folger and Nathan Coffin,”?

RESTRICTIONS TO AMERICANS WHALING IN GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE.—“About this time
a new element entered into antagonism with colonial whaling in the Golf of Bt. Lawrence and
vicinity. Secarcely had the colonists aided to wrest this fishery from the French, when the English
governors, in their torn, strove to Keep onr vessels from enjoying its benefits. In the News-Letter
of Augast %, 1765, is the {following statement ; ¢ Tuesday one of the sloops which has been on the
Whaling Business returned here,  'We hear that the Vessels employed in the Whale Fishery from
this and the neighbouring Maritime Towns,t amonnting to near 100 Sail, have been very suecessful
this Season in the Gulph of St. Lavwrence and Streigths of Belle isle; baving, tis said, already made
upwards of 9,000 Barrels of Oil”  Bat this rosy-colored report was speedily followed by another of
& more somber hue, In August 22, the same paper says: ‘Aceounts received from several of our
Whaling Vessels on the Labrador Coast, are, that they meet with Diffenlties in regard to their
fishing, in Consequence of Orders from the Commaunding Officers on that Station, a Copy of which
are as follows:

“{MEMORANDUM: In Pursuance of the Governor’s Directions, all masters of Whaling Vessels,
and othera whom it may concern, are hereby most strictly required to observe the following Par-
ticalars, viz:

¢¢1 To carry the nseless Parts of such Whalea as they wmay eatch to at least Three Leagues
from the Shore, to prevest the Damage that the neighbouring Fishers for Ced and Seal sustain
by their being left on the Shore.

“¢2 Not to carry any Passengers from Newfoundland or the Labradore Uoast to any Part of
the Plantations.

“¢3 To leave the Coast by the first of November at farthest.

“i4 Not to fish in any of the Porta or Coasts of Newfonndland lying between Point Richi and
Cape Bonavista.

“(5 Not to carry on any Trade or have any Intercourse with the ¥rench on any Pretence.

™ In other words, teok tbem down. From this it is evident thai some vessels were prapared for trying ont their
oil ou board.

¢ The News-Letter of July 26, 17684, states that one Jonathan Negers, of Dartisouth, w}uln whalmg, ‘was 8o injured
by & whale's siriking the boat that ke died a few days after.”

11t is impossible to apportion the vessels among their proper ports. The vessels from Cape Cod and the north-
ward cleared at Bogton ; those from the Vineysrd, at Negntavket; thoss at Damnonth sometimes st Nantocket end
sometimes at Newpert.”
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#¢§ In all your Dealings with the Indians to treat them with the greatest Civility: observing
not to Impose on their Ignorance, or to take Advauntage of their Necessities. You are also on no
Account to serve thom with spirituons Liquors.

wey Not to fish for any othor than Whale on thig Coast.

“éDated on board His Majesty’s sloop Zeplyr, at the Isle of Beis, on the Labradoere Coast,

the 21st July, 1765.
¢« JOHX HAMILTON.

“The issne of November 18 reports that on account of this proclamation the vessels ‘are
returning kalf loaded,” It was the custom with many early whalemen, especially from the imme-
‘diate vieinity of Boston, to go preparcd for either cod or whale fishing, and in the eveat of the
fatlure of the one to have reenurse to the other.  All restrictions which are sustaived by au armed
foree are linble to e made especially cbnoxious by the manner of 1he enforcement, and this was
no meang & contrary case. It was not at all surpriging, then, that the ensuing season’s fishing was
only a repefition of the failure of that of 1765. ‘Bince our last, says the News Letter, * scveral
Vessels are returned from the Whaling Business, who have not only had very bad Snecess, but
alse have been ill-treated by some of the Cruisers on the Labradore Coazst.’ Twe ships had been
fittod ont from London, the Palliser and the Lubradore, for the express purpose of trading, fishing,
and whaling on the coast of Labrador and in the siraits of Belle Tsle. Capt. Charles Penn, who
came out in them as pilet, left the straite on the 9th of July on his way to Newfoundland, On his
passage he went on board quite & numker of whaling-vessels, and reported that they had met with
very poor snceess; had got only abont twenty whales in the entire fleet. In consequence of this
failure some of them had, according to the time-honored practice, gone to fishing for eod, but had
been interrupted by an armed vessel and by the ‘company’s ships’ (the Palliser and Labradore;,
and their catch all taken away from them save what their actnal neceskities required. 'I'his was
done under the pretonse that the whole coast was patented to the company,’ and by virtue of
orders issued by Hugh Palliser, ¢ governor of Newfoundland, Antieosti, Magdalenes, and Lab-
radore! Palliser’s proclamation, which bore date of April 3, 1766, specified that all British
subjects whaling in that vicinity should choose places on shore where they shonld land, cut up
their blabber, and make oil a8 they arrived, but not to select anv place which was used in the
cod-fishery. Whalemen from the plantations might take whales on those coasts, bui. were oaly ’
permitted to land on some unoccupied place within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence to eut np and fry
out their blubber; and it was particularly specified that they were not to make use of any place
which was nsed by the British fishermen for the same or a similar purpose. Complaint having
been made of the provineial whalemen in regard to their waste interfering with the e¢od-fishery,
they were énjoined that they mnst ecarry the carcasses of the whales at least three leagues from
the shore.  No fishermen from the plantations were to be allowed to winter on Labrador. And
then Capt. John Hamilton, ‘of H. M. sloop of war Merlin, Lieut. Gov. of Labradore,’ &¢., issued
his proclamastion : ¢This ia to give Notice to all ' Whalers from the Planiations, that they are
allowed to fish for Whales only, on the Coast of Labradore, that if they are found to have any
other Fish on Board, the Fish will be seized, and they excluded the Benefit of Whale-fishery this
season ; and on no Pretence to trade with the Indians ; whatever they shall purchase will be cen-
ﬁﬂeﬂtﬁd, and after this Notice their Vessels liable to be seized, &ec. Captain Hamilt_on’s decree
bore the date of June 25, 1766.

“The result of these arbitrary measures was that the whalemen left those seas and went off
the Banks. - The close of the season witnessed the return of the whaling feet with bot indifferent
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suecess.®  Naturally those interested {and thies included the wealthiest merchants and the most
skillful mechanics, as well as the most indefatigable mariners) feit agegrieved. It scemed scarcely
in consonance with the colonial ideas of justice, crude as those notions appeared to the Englislh
nébilifsy, that the beneficial resnlts of 5 eongnest which they almost single-handed had made, and
for defraying the expense of which England had declined any remvuneration, shouwld be diverted
to the sole benefit of those alone wlp were residents of fhe DBritish Tsles. Merchants in London,
too, whose lieaviest and most profitable trade was with the provinces, joined their voices in
debouneing this wrong. Daring the early winfer the report came that Palliser’s regulations were
snspended vuiil the ministry and Parlinment had time to consider the subject. Tha matter had
already, late in the last whalieg season, been brought to the attention of the governor of New.
foundland, and be issued she followiug supplementary ediet, which appeared in the Boston papers
of January, 1767 :

“+¢ By His Excellency Hugh PPalliser, Governor and Cemmander in Chief in and over the Island
of Newfoundland, the Coast of Labradore and all the Territories dépendent thereupon:

“4iWhereas a great many Yessels from Bis Majesty’s Plantations empleyed in the Whale-
Fishery resort to that Part of the Galph of St. Lawrence and the Coast of Labradore which is
within this Government: and az 1 bave been informed that some Apprehensions have arisen
amongst them that by the Regulationa made by me relating to the different Fislieries in those
Parts, they are wholly precluded frowm that Coast :

t: Notice is hereby given, That the King's officers stationed in those Parts have always had
my Orders to protect, assist and encourage by every Means in their Power, all Vessels from the
Plantations employed in the Whale-Fishery, coming within this Government; and, parsnant to
his Majeaty’s Orders to me, all Vessels from the Tlantations will be admitted to that Coast on the
same Footing as they have eyer been admitted in Newfoundland ; the ancient Iractives and Cas-
toms established in Newfounddiand respecting the Cod Fighery, under the Act of DParlisment
passed in the 10 and 11th Years of William ITId commonly called The Fishing Act, always to be
ohrerved.}

«¢ And by my Regulations for the Enconragement of the Whale Fisheries, they are also under
cortain necessary Restrictions therein preseribed, permitted to land and cut up their Whales in
rabradore; this is a Liberty that has uever been allowed them in Newfoundland, becanse of the
Danger of prejudicing the Cod-Fishery carried on by our adventurer's Bhipe, and by Boat-Keepers
from Britain, lawfully qualified with Fishing-Certificates according to the aforementioned Act,
who are fitted out at a very great Risque and Uxpence in complying with said Act, therefore they
must not be tiable to have their Voyages overthrown, or rendered precarious by any Means, or by
any other Vessels whatever. And, Whereas great Numbers of the Whaling Crews arriving from
the Plantations on the Coast of Labradore early in the 8pring considering it a8 2 lawless Conntry
are guilty of all Sorts of Outmges before the Arrival ¢f the King’s 8hips, plundering whoever they

‘% The Bostnn News- I;etter mentmns the arrival of Capt. Pater Wells at that port from whaling Angnat 18, 1766.
Under date of October 2, the News-Lettersaya : ¢ Binoe our last & Numhber of Vessels have arrived from Whaling, They
hove not been anmeaafu‘; geperally,  One of thew viz: Capt, Ulark on Thuraday Morning last discovering » Sperma-
ccti Whale near George's Banks, moon'd Lis Boat, and gave Clase to her, & she coming up with her jaws against the
Bow of the Boat struck it with suzch Vielenct that it threw a SBon of the Captain ; (who was forward ready with his -
Lance) & considerable Heiglt from the Beoat. and when he fell the Whale turned with her devouring Jaws opened,
and eanght him.  He was heard toseream, when she closed her Jaws, and part of his Body was seen ont of ker Mouth,
when she turned, and went off.” "

‘*+ Duties un oil imported in British ships wero remitted, the comwmander aud one-thizd of sach crew beiog British,
Duties were also remitied on fat, fars, and tusks of seal, bear, walrus, or other meriue animal taken in the {}menlsnd
feas. By other nots the imported materials 1o be nsed in entfitting wete made nen-dutinble, and bounties were e5tab-
linkied, smouriing in the final aggregate to 408, por ton.” :
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find on the Coast too weak to resist thein, obstricting our S8hip Adventurers from Britair by sundry
Ways, banking amongst their Boats along the Coast, which ruins the Coast-Fishery, and is contrary
to the most ancient and most strictly observed Rule of the Fighery, and must not be suffered on
Account; also by destroying their Fishing-Works on Bhore, stealing their Boatis, Tackle and
Utensils, firing thie Woods all along the Coast, and hunting for and plandering, taking away or
murdering the poor Indian Natives of the Corvtry; by these Violences, Barbarities, and other
notoricas Crimes and Enormities, that Coast is in the ntmost Counfusion, and with respect to the
Indians is kept in a State of War. TFor preventing these Practices in future Notice is hereby given,
That the King's Officers stationed in those I*arts, are autherized and strictly directed, to appre-
hend ail such Offenders wifhin this Government, and to bring them to me to be tried for the same
at the General Assizes at this Place: And for the better Government of that Country, for regulat-
ing the ¥isheries, and for proteciing Ilis Majesty’s SBabjects from Insolts from the Indians, I bave
His Majesty’s Conunands to errect Block Tlouses, and establish Guards along that Coast. This
Notification is to be put in the Harbours in Labradore, witliin . my Government, and through the
Favour of His Excellency Governonr Bernard, Copies thereof will be put up in the FPorts within
the Province of Massachusetts, where the Whalers mostly belong, for their Information before the
next Fishing Season.
¢ Fiven under my Hand at 3t. John’s in Newfoundland, this First Day of Aungust, 17606,
“UtHUGH PALLISER.
i By Order of His Excelleucy,
i Jne. HORSNAILL) -

“There can scarcely be a doubt but that the indiscretions of the whalemen were much magni-
fied (if indeed they really existed) in this prdnunciamento of Governor Palliser, for the sake of
bolstering up the former one. The whalemen of those days were far from being the set of graceless
scamps which he represents them to be. DIrobably there was here and there a renegade. It wonld
be quite impossible to find in #o large a number of men that all were strict observers of the laws,
Self-preservation, if no more humane metive existed, militated against the acts of which le
complained. The whalemen were aceustomed to visit the eoast for supplies, in many caseg several
times a year; asually on their arrival in those parts they stood in for some portiou of the coast
and ‘wooded;’ and it is hardly credible that they should wantonly destroy the stores they so mneh
heeded, or make enemies on a enast where they might at any time be compeiled to land. The
colonial governors quite often made the resources under their contrel a source of revenuwe for
themselves, and the fact of the modification of Palliser’s first proelamation only under pressure of '
the King and Parliament wonld seem to indicate personal interest in kecping whalemen from the
colonies away from the territory under his control.

“It in quite evident that even with this modification the colonial fishermen did not feel that
confidence in the Baint Lawrence and Belle Isle fiskery that they felt when it was first opened to
them, for a report from Charleston, 8. O., dated Juoe 19, 1767, states that on * the 22d ultimo put
in here a sloop belonging to Rhode Island, from a whaling voyage in the soutbern latitudes, having
Proved successful about ten days before. The master informs us that near fifty New England
vessels have been on the whale fishery in the game latitndes this season by {vay of experiment.”™
Over the open sen fortune-secking governors could exercise no control, and there our seamen
probably felt they could pursie their gsme witbout let or hindrance. Whales at that time
f‘i“ﬂf_d_eﬂ_ g&on_g the edge of the Galf Stream, and there they continued to be found for some years,

¢ ® Boaton News-Letter.”
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shiftng their groand gradually as their fierce capiors encroached more and more upon them to the
vicinity of the Western and Leeward Islands, the Cape de Verdes, the Brazil Bauks, and beyond.
Bome few whalemen, in spite of the restrictions, still visited the newly-opened fishing-ground.

#The general results of the various voyages were on the whele good, and other places began
to feel the stimalus of a desire to compete. Providence took part, and early in 1768 several vessels
were fitted out from that port for this pursuit. New York, too, entered the lists, and Mr. Robert
Murray and the Messrs. Franklin fitted a sloop for the same purpose, and she sailed on the 18th
of April of that year.* The town of Newport manifested great activity, :

“It was currently reported in the colonies, during the early part of 1767, that the irksome
restrietions upon whaling were to be entirely removed ; petitions to that effect had been presented
to the home govermment, and a favorable result was hoped for, and early in 1768 the straits of
Davis and Belle Isle were again vexed by the keels of our fishermmen, as many as fifty or sixty
anchoring in Canso Harbor in April of that year, a few of them bound for the former locality, but
the majority of them cruising in the vicinity of the Gulf of SBaint Lawrence aad Newfoundland.}
Two whaling sloops from Nantucket, one commanded by ——— Coleman, and the other by
Coffin, wers lust this season in the Straits of Belle Isle, and the crews were saved by Captain
Hamilton, of the Merlin sloop of war, whe also aided them in saving the sails, rigging, and stores
from the wrecks. 'The fishery in those parts was quite unsuccessful, many “vessels, up to the last
of Augnss, having taken little or no oil.f

¢In 1768 there sailed from Nantucket eighty sail of vessels of an average burden of 75 tons,
and probably fully as many more from other ports—Cape Cod, Dartmouth, Boston, Providence,
Newport, Warren, ffalmoath (Cape Cod), and perhaps other ports being represented-—-and the
voyages being undertaken to Davis Strait, straits of Bello Isle, Grand Banks, Gulf of Saint Law-
renee, and Western Islands. Early in the season the Western Island fleet appears to have done
little, but by the middle of September they had obtained an average of about 165 barrels. The
northern fleet probably Jid nearly as well, as numerous instances occor of vessels spoken late in
the summer and in the early fall with from 100 to 150 and even as higl as 200 barrels. Assuming,
then, that one hundred and forty vessels returned with an average produce of 150 barrels (which
was the actnal average iinport at Nantucket), and we have as the result of the season’s fishing
21,000 barrels, worth, at £18 per ton, the ryling price, £47,200, or about $236,000.7

PROSPERITY OF WHALE FISHERY, 1770 To 1775.—“‘Between the years 1770 and 1775,
says Maey, ¢the whaling business increased to an extent hitherto unparalleled. In 1779 there

' ¢ * There seems to be no accessible report of this vessel’s returu, and hence the degree of guccess or failure of her
voyage ia & matter of doubt. The people of Nantucket were reported to have made £70,000 in 1767.”
¥t From a log-book kept by Isaish Eidredge, of the sloop Tryall, of Dartmouth, which sailed April 25, 1768, for the
straits of Bells Isle. 8he cleared from Nantucket, as Dartmonth waa not then a port of entry. On Friday, April 29,
ghe was at anchor in Canso Harber, with fifty or sixty other whalemen, Satarday, May 7, left Crow Harbor snd at
night anchored in Man-of-War Cove, Caunso Gui, ¢ with about sixty sail of whalemen! The vessels were continnally
boset with ice, and on the 23d of Moy they cleared their deoks of snow, which was *almoat over shoes deep.’ They
killed their fitst whale on the 22d of July. The larger nnmber of vessels were spoken in pairs, which was the usnal
-manner of ¢ruiging. Thesleop returned to Dartmonth on the 5th of November. Thislog rans to 1775, and commencses
again in 1785, ending in 1797, with oocasionatl breaks where leaves are cut out.”

“} In Ootober, 1767, a whaling stoop, belonging to Nantnokat, arrived at the bar off that port, on board of whish
were four Indians, who had had some dispute at ess and agreed to settle it on their retarn. As the vesssl lay at’
anchor the officers and erew—oxcept thres white men and these Indisne—went gshore, The whites buing ssleep in.
the eabin, the Indians went on deck, divided into twe parties, and, arming themselves with whaling Ianoved, com-
meneed the affray. The two on one side wers Lilled immediately, the other two were unhurt, The white men
hearing the affray, roshed upon deck, and, seeing what wus done, secured the murderers. In November of the samé
year some Newhuryport flehermen wero astounded at perceiving their vessel hurried through the water &6 an alarming
rate withont the aid of sails, Upon investigating the canse. it was found that the anshor waa fast to 2 whals (o vies
verea), and the cable was out, relieving them of their unsolicited propelling. power.~{Boston News-Letter.)? =
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were & little mere than one hundred vessels engaged; and in 1775 the number execeded one
hundred and fifty, some of them large brigs, The emplovment of so great and such an increasing
capital may lead our readers to suppose that a eorresponding profit Wag realized, but a careful
cxamination of the circumstances under which the business wus carried oo will sbow the fullacy of
such a conclusion. Many branches of labor were condueied by those who were immediately
interested in the voyages. The yonng men, with few exceptions, were brooght up to some trade
neeessary to the business. The rope-wmaker, the cooper, the hlacksmith, the carpenter—in fine,
the workmen were either the ship-owners or of their household ; so were often the oflicers and men
who pavigated the vessels and killed the whales. While a ship was at sea, the owners at home
were basily employed in the manufacture of casks, iren work, cordage, blocks, and other articles
fur the suceeeding voyage. Thus the profits of the labor were enjoyed by those interested in the
fishery, and voyages were rendered advantageous even when the oil obtained was barely sufficient
to pay the outfits, estimating the labor ag a part thereof. This mode of conducting the business
was universal, and hag continued tu a very eonsiderable extent to the present day [1835).  Experi-
ence taught the people how to take advantage of the differoul markets for their oil. Their sperma-
ceti oil was mostly sent to Bugland in its upseparated state, the bead matter being generally
mixed with the body eil, for in the sarly part of whaling it wonld bring no more whea separated
thun when mixed. The whale oil, wlich is the kind proeured from ibhe species called *right whales,
was shipped to Boston or elsewhere in the colonics, and there sold for country cousnmption, or
sent to the West Indies. ™" )

DEPREDATIONS RY PRIVATEERS AND PIRATE:—* The seas continned fo bBe infested with
French and Spanish privateers and pirstes,t aod whalemen, especially those frequenting the ocean
in the vicinity of the Western Islands, were, from the ver‘\:' watire of their employment, constantly
liuhie to depredations from these sorsaivs, whether legafized or Ianwless, In Maveh, 1771, the sloop
Neptune, Captain Nixon, arrived in Newport from the Mole, bringing with him portions of the crews
of three Dartmonth whalemen, who had been taken on the south side of Hispaniola by a Spanish
guards coasta. These vessels were comroanded Ly Capts. Silas Butler, William Roberts, and
Lichard Welding. Another whaling vessel, belonging to Martha's Vineyard, commanded by
Epbraim Pease, was also taken at about the same time, but released in order to pat on board of her
the remaining prisoners. At this time Pease had taken 200 barrels of oil, and the Dartmonth ves-
sels, which were carried into Sajut Domingo, 100 barrels. These captures were made on the 11th
of February.j '

“ But it did not always bappen that whalemen fell so easy a prey to predatory vessels, A
little strategy sometimes availed them when a forcible resistance would have been out of the ques-

) " * Baneroft, says (Hist. U. 8., v, p. 265), in 1763 the colonists were not ullowed to export the chief products of their
ml?ustry, euch ay sugar, tobacee, cotton, wool, indige, ginger, dreing-womls, whaleboue, &c., to any place but Great
Britain-—not even to Ireland. Have in the matier of salt, wines, vietnals, horses, and servants, Great Britain was
1ot only the sole market for the produets of Americs, but the only sterehouss for its eupplies.

“This stringency muas, howevor, hayve heen somewhat retaxed as tagatds oil, for the Boaton News-Letier of Septem-
ber 8, 1768, givea the report from Loundon, dated July 13, that the whale and cod fisheries of New England ¢ this
sesson promtised to turn out extremely advantageous, many ships fully laden baving already been sent to the Madi-
tﬁrr.auean markets.! The enceess of the Americany seems te huve again aronsed the jealonay of their English brethren,
for in this year an effort was made in Parliament to revive the bounty to English whalemen, with the intent to weaken
the American fisflory.”

. “tThe word ¢ pirate * seeme to have been in those days of a somewlat ambignous signification, and was quite as
likely to mean a privatesr as & coreais.”

*{The men who camé home with Captain Nixon were Oliver Price, Pardon Slocum, and Philip Harkine, —(Boaton
Nﬂw&m.) » ) _

SEC. v, VoL, i—8
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tion, and it way be easily believed that men to whom danger and hairbreadth escapes were part
of their every-day hife would scarcely submit supipely when there was any chapce in their favor.
A notablz instunce of this kind oceurred in April, 1771, Two Nantucket whaling sloops, com-
manded respectively by Isainh Cladwick and Obed Bunker, were Iying at anchor in the harbor of
Abaco, when a ship appeared off the mouth of the barbor with Ler signaly set for assistance.
With that rendiness to nid distressed shipmates which bus ever been a distinguisling trait of
American whalemen, one of the captains with a boat’s crew made up of men from each sloop
hastened to render sueh help as was in their power. The vessel’s side reached, the captain imme-
diately boarded her to find what was desired, and much to his surprise had a pistol presented to
his head by the officer in comnmand with a peremptory demand that he should pilet the ship into
the Larbor, He assured the eommander that he was o stranger there, bas that there wus a man
in his boat whe was acquainted with the port. The mran was called and persuaded in the same
manner in which the captaio bad been. The argument nsed to demonstrate the prudence of his
compliance with the request being so entirely unanswerable the man performed the service. anchor-
ing the ship where a point of laud lay between her and the sloops. This being done the boat was
dismissed and the men returned to their vessels. The Nantucket captains now held a eonsultation
as to what course should be pursued. Those who had been on bourd the ship noticed that the
men geemed to be all armed. They also observed, walking aloue in the eabin, 3 man. The con-
clusion arrived at was that the ship was in the hands of pirates and the man in the cabin was the
former captain, and measores were immediately inangurated to secure the vessel and crew. To
this end an invitation was extended 1o the usurping captain, his officers, and passengers to dine on
bourd one of the sloops. The courtesy was accepted, and the pirate captain and lis boatswain,
with the displaced captain as representative of the passengers, repaired on hoard the sloop. After
w short time he became uneasy, and proposed to return to his own vessel, but he was reized by the
whalemen and bound fast and his intentions frustrated. The actoal eaptain now explained the
situation, which was that the ~hip sailed from Bristol (K. 1. ?) to the eoast of Africa, from thence
carried a cargo ol slaves to the West fudies, and was on ber return home with a cargo of sugar
when the umtiny occurred, it being the intention of the mutineers to become pirates, a business at
that time quite tlrifty and promising. Our fishermen now told the boatswain that if he would go
on board the ship and bring the former wate, who was in irons, und aid in recupturing the vessel,
they would endeavor to have Liw clesred from the penalties of the law, and they prudently inti-
mauted to im that there was a man-of-war within two hours’ sail from which they coulid obtain
force enough to overpower his assoclates.  As a further act of prudence, t-héy teld him they would
set & certain sipnal when they had secored help from the ship of war.

«The boatswain not returning according to the agreement made, one sioop weighed anchor
and stood toward the pirate ship as though to pass on one side of her. As she approached, the
mutineers shifted their guns over to the side which it seened apparent she wonld pass and trained
them 50 as to sink her as she sailed by. But those who navigated theo sloop were fully alive to
these purposes, and as sho neared the ship her vomrse was suddenly changed und she swept by on
the other side and was out of range of thw: gnns before the buceaneers could recover from their
surprise and reshift and retrain their cannon. On the sloop stood upon her courso till they were
ot of sight of the ship, then tacking, the signal agreed with the boatswain was s8¢ and she waa
stesred boldly for the corsair. As she hove in sight, the pirates, recognizing the sign, and believ-
ing an armed force from the man-of-war was on board the whaling vessel, fled precipitately to the
shore, where they were speedily apprehended on their character bewg known, The whalemen
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immediately boarded their prize, released the mate, and carried the ship to Xew Provideuce, where
a bonuty of 82,500 was allowed them for the capture avd where the chief of the mutineers was
hanged,”*

SUPRRIOR SEAMANSHIP OF AMERICAN WHALEMEN.—“About this time Dr. Benjamin
Franklin, being in London, was guestionted by the werchants there respecting the differenee in
time between the voyages of the merchantmen to Rheode Island and the Euglish puackets to New
York. The variation, which was sowething like fourteen days, was a souret of much annoyaonce
o the Eaglish merchants, and believiug the place of destingtion might have something to do with
it, they seriously contemplated withdrawing the packets from New York aod dispatching them to
Rhode Island. Iu this dilemma they consulted Dr. Franklin, A Nantoncket eaptain, nawed Fol-
ger,t who was a relative of the doctor’s, being then in London, Frankiin songht lis opinion.
Captain Folger told him that the merchantmen were commanded by men from Rhode Island who
were acquainted with the Gulf Streat: and the effeet of its entrents, and in the passage to America
made use of this knowledge. Of this the Duglisk captains were ignhorant, not from lack of repeated
warnings, for they had been often told that they were gtemming a current which was running at
the rate of 3 miles an hour, and that if the wind was light the stream would set them back
faster than the breeze would send them ahead, but they were too wise 1o be advised by simple
Awerican fishermen, and so. persevered in their own course at a loss of from two to three weeks on
every trip, By Franklin’s request, Captain Folger made n sketeh of the stream, with directions
how to use or avoid its currents, and thissketeh, made over a century ago, is subst&gtially the same
ag iz found on charts of the present day. *The Nantucket whalemen,’ says Franklingg * being
extremely well acquainted with the Gulph Strean, its vourse, strength, and extent, by their con-
stani practice of whaling on the edges of it from their island quite down to the Bahumus, this draft
of that stream was obtained of one of them, Captain Folger, aud caused to be engraved on the old
chart in London for the benelis of nuvigators by 13, Franklin.

“ Notwithstanding this iuformation so kindly volunteered to them, and notwithstandiog the
fact that the Faliouth captains were furnished with the new charts, they still persisted in sailing
their old course. There is a point where perseverauce degenerates into something more ignoble;
it would seem as thongh at this date these self-sufficiont captains had about attained that point.”

Loss OF AMERICAN WHALING VESSELS.—“In 1972 two whaling sloops from Nantocket,
with 150 barrels of oil each, were captured by a Spanish brig and sloop off Ma;ta-nzas.§ In Decem-
ber of the same year, the brig Leviathan, Lathrop, sailed from Rhode Isiand for the Brazil Banks
oua whaling voyage. On the 25th of Japuary tlhey lowered for whales, and in the chase the
mate’s hoat (Brotherton Dagzett) lost sight of the brig, but the crew were picked np at sea and
bronght home by another vessel.

“In 1773 quite u fleot of American whilers were on the coaat of Africa, no less than fourteen
being reported a8 coming from that ground, wnd probably there were as many more of whom no

“* Boston Nuws-Letter,”

*tWorks of Frasklin, iii, p. 33. Probably Capt. Timothy Folger, # uan who was prominent for juany years in
the history of Nantuoket.”

4 Worke of Frankiin, 1il, p. 364, In a note Franklin saye: ¢ The Nantucket captuine, who ave acquainted with
this stream, make their voy&gaﬁ from England to Boston in as short a time generally as others take in going from
Boston to England, viz, from twenty to thirty days.” Quite a number of Boaton packets to and from England were
at this time und for many years after commanded by Nantuckeb men.”

3 In May, 1770, nooording to the Boston News-Letter, no less than nineteen vessels cleared from Rhode Island,
whaling. The Post-Boy for Ootober 14, 1771, is respousible for the following: * We learn from Edgartowx that
veanel lately arrived there from u whaling voyage, and in her voyage, one Marshall Jenkios, with others, being in a
boat which struck u whale, she tarned and bit the beat in two, took Jenkina in ber mowth, and went down with him;
But on ber rising threw him into one part of the boat, whenee he was taken on board the vessel by the crew, being
much braised, and in s fortuight after he perfestly revavered. This scoount we have from undoubbed suthority.'”
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report, wag made. One brig from Daston, while off the coast of Sierra Leone, sent @ boat ashore
with six men to procore water,  The Boat wis seized amd {he crew all massacred by the natives.
In the spring of the follewing vear u sivop owned by Gideon Aliny, of Tiverton, and another belong:
ing to Dostow, were scized, while walering at Hispaniola, by u French frigate, carried into Port an
Prince and there condemned.®

“In 1774 8 report came by thie wayv of Fayal that a smoll American whaling brig was 1ying in
the harbor of Ria Javeiro with only her eaptain and three menw on bonrd. 1t appears that, putting
in theve Tor rofreshments,tin the summer of iTT.‘)’. a portion of her erew were, ¢ by fair or fonl
means,’ inditeed to ship on o Porbuguese snew i tor o three wonths’ whaling voyage. The snow
was provided with harpoons and other vw]mimg awaft, made after the Linglish medels, and was
craising for sperm whales, a business altogether now to {he Portugoese, who hiad heen hitherto
ignorant of any bt the right whale, and bad never ventured aven in the pursnit of them out of.
sight of land,  The brig sl lay therve 3u Ootober, 17738, walting the return of ber meng ”?

CONDITION OF TIE FISNERY AT OUIRREAK OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR.— In 1774 the
whale fishery in the colonies must have been in the Tull tide of suceess.  There were probably fitted
out annoaily at ihis time no Tess thau 360 vessels of varioos kinds, with an aggregate burden of
pearly 33,000 tons, and employing directiy about 4,700 men, and indirectly an immensely greater
nutuber. Despite the depredations of Feemeh und Spapish privateors the fishery continned to
flourish, The anvmad production frowm 1971 ro 3775 was probably at tesst £3,000 barrels of sperma-
ceti oil and b,ol){) bd[rcm of righi-whale oil, and of Lone nearly or qmw 75,600 pounds.{ 1n the

s

hnum Newws Lagter”

Ot Bome vessels mever dropped anelior thoa pert from the day !lm_\' sqited nutil their return ; bat scurvy was very
apt to munifest iteell whers wootew war do Jong deprived of fresh provieions,”

Bt A know i vessed egiipped witl fwo oials vesminbling the duain and foremasts of a ship, and a third samall
must, wbaft (he tainmast, eorrving a tevsail,. These vesseln were mueh wsed in the merchant service at the tune of
the Revolubion.' {(Lossing's Field Bouok, if, p. 865, nowey ™
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various sea-port towns from which this pursait wus carrjed o1, in Nantneket, Wellfleet, Dartmouth,
Ciynn, Martha’s Vineyard, Barnstable, Boston, Falmouih) aud Swanzey, in Massachusetts, in New-
port, Providence, Warren, and Tiverton, in hode Islaud, iz New London, Connecticat, Sag Hurbor,
on Long Island, the merry &in of the ‘yo heave bo'of the sailors was beard: the ring of the
Uackswmitl’s hamner and anvil made cheery musict the coopera, with their hammers atid drivers,
kept time to the tramp of their fect as round and round tie casks they marched, tightening more
and nere the bands that bound together the vessels wiich shonld hold the precions oil; and the
creaking of the blocks as the vessels unloaded iheir freight or the viggers fitted them snew for
fresh conguests, and the rattie of the horrying teams ss they earsied off the produet of the last
vuyage or brought the necessaries for the foture one, lent their pordon of avinuation to the scene.
Lverywhere was hurry and bastle; everywlere all were emploved: none that thirsted for employ-
ment weut away unsatisfied. If a vessel made o buid voyage, the owners, bY no means dizpirited,
again fitted her out, trusting in the next one to rerrieve the loss 1 if she made 4 profitable one the
proceeds were treasured ap to offset a possible failure in some future erwise,  Oun all sides were
thrift and happiness.

“But a change was near. *A eclond, at first no bigger than & man's hand.? wus begiuning to
overshadow the whole eaven of their commercial prosperity.  The colonies, driven to desperation
by the heartless cruelty of their mother eountry, preparved to stay further agoression, and resent
at the mouth of the cannon and the point of the bayonet the insults and injuries thut for o deeade
of years had been heaped npon them ; and the English ministry, apainst the earnest entreaty of
British merchants ou both sides of the Atlantic, prepured also to enforce its gesires by a resort to
arms,*

*#The first industry to fecl the shock of the approaching storm was the fisheries. Massacha-
setts, the center of this pursnit, was to the Kaoglish ministers the very focus of the insurrectiovary
talk and action, and ‘the first step,” says Bancroft, *toward inspirin & ferror wus to declare Massa-
cliusetts iu s state of rebellion, aud to pledge the Darliament and the whole foree of Great Dritain
to its reduction; the nmext, by prohibiting the American fisheries, to starve New England ; the
next, to exeite a servile insurrection.’t -

“ Accordingly on the 10th of February, 1775, the ministry introduced into Parliament a bill
restricting the tradeé and commerce of Massachusetts Bay, New ITampshire, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island to Great Britain, Ircland, and the Dritish West Indies, and prohibiting the colonies
from ecarrying on any fishers on the Banka of Newfon ndland or any other part of the North
American goast.1 ¢ The best ship-builders in the world were at Boston, and their yurds had been
ciosed ; the New England fishetinen were now to be restrained from a toil in which they excvelled
the world. Thus the joint Tight to the Ssheries wis made u part of the great American stroggle.’d
To this bill there was a small but active and determined opposition, beth in the House of Lords
and House of Commons. It was urged on the part of the minigtry thut the fisheries were the
Property of England, and it was with the English Government to do as they pleased with them.
To this opinjon the minority strepucusly demurred. ¢ God and nature,’ said Johnston, ¢ have
given that fishery to New England and not to Old’ )] It was also argued by the friends of Amer.
ica that if the American fishery was destroyed the occupation must inevitably fall into the hands
of the natural rivals of Great Britain. Despite the efforts of the little band the bill was reeeived

*“*The colonial trade had become to uany English merchants and mapufuctirsrs 4 mattor of preat iiportanse, and
the loss of it wonld be & sérious misfortins. One of the indusiries which would foel the deprivation most strongly
¥4 the manyfacture of cordage, of which the Americans were by fur the chiefest purehasers in the English market.”

% Bancroft's United States, vil, p. 222, February, 1775.” “t Eng. An#nal Reg., 1775, p. 8.7
“ § Baneroft's United States, vii, p, 238." <y Tind.”
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b¥ a vote of 261 to 85, and passed through its various stages. As each phase was reached the
act was fought determinediy but uselessly and hopelessiy. The merchants and traders of London
petitioned against it, and the American merchants secured the services of David Barclay fo con-
duet the examination of those who were called to testify by the friends and opponents of the bill.*
*1t was raid that the ornelty of the bill exeeeded the examples of hostile rigor with avewed
enemnies ; that in all the violence of our most dangerous wars it was an established rule in the
marine service to spare the coast-fishing craft of our declared enemies; always considering that
we waged war with nations, and not with private individuals.’t

« It was claimed that by the provisions of the bill mueh hardship must fall upon many people
who were alveady ut gea, and who, from the very nature of their occupations, must be innocent.
‘The ease of the inhabitants of Nantucket was particalarly hard., This cxrraordinary people,
amounting to between five and six theusand in number, nine-tenths of whom are Quukers, inhabit
a barren island, 15 miles long Dy 3 broad, the products of which were scarcely capable of
maintaining twenty families, From the only harbor which this sterile island contains, with-
out natural produects of any sort, the inbabitants, by an astonishing indnsatry, keep an 140 vessels
in constant employment.” Of these, eight were employed in the importation of provisions for the
ieland and the rest in the whale ﬁﬁhery." A petition was also presented from the English Quakers
in behalf of their brethren at Nantuecket, in whieh they stated the innocenece of the inhabitants
of that island, ¢ their industry, the ntility of their labors both to themselves and the community,
the great hazards that atfended their occupation, and the uncertainty of their gaing; and showed
that if the bill passed into a law, they must in a little time be exposed to all the dreadfu) miseries
of famine. The singular state and circamstances of these people, vceasioned some attention to be
paid to them. A gentleman on the side of the administration said, that on s principle of humanity
he would move that a clanse should be added to the bill to prevent the operation from extending
to any whale ships which sailed before the lst of March, and were at that time the property of
the people of Nantncket.’§

¢ ¢The bill] says a reviewer of the time, ¢ was attacked on every ground of policy and govern-
ment; and with the greatest strength of language and height of coloring. The minority made
amends for the smallness of their numbers by their zeal and activity, * * * Evil principles,’
they contended, * were prolific; tlie Boston port bill begot this New England bill; this will beget
# Virginia bill ; and that again will become the progenitor of others, until, one by one, Pariament
has rained all its eolonies, and rooted up all its commeree ; nntil the statnte book becomer nothing
but a black and bloedy role of proscriptions; a frightful cede of rigor and tyranny; a mounstrous
digest of acts of penalty and ineapaeity and general attainder; and that wherever it is opened it
will present a title for destroying some trade or rnining some province’§

# It was during the debate upon this bill that Burke made that eloguent defense of the colonies
which has rung in the ears of every boy born or bred in a sea-port town since the day it was uttered.

#* Among the avidence given was wuch tending te show the importance of the colonial trade. It appeared that
in 1764 New England ewployed in the fisheries 45,480 tons of ghipping and 6,002 men, the product amonnting to
£322,220 10s. 32, sterling in foreign markets; that all the materials used in thu building and eqnipping of vesasls,
excepting salt and Inmber, were drawn from England, and the net proeeeds were aleo remitted to that conntry;
that geither the whale nor cod fichery conld ba carricd on so anccessfnlly from Newfoundland or Great Britain as
from North Americs, for the natural advantages of America conld neither be counteracted nor supplied; that, if the
fishery was transferred to Nova Beotis or Quebec, Government wounld havo to farnish the espital, for they had neither
vessals nor men, and these must come from New England; that it must take time to make the change, and the trads
wonld ipevitably be loat; and that American fishermen had such an aversion to the military government of Halifax,
and no invineible an aversion to the loose habits and mannery of the people, that nothing could induce them to
remove thither, avan suppaamg them rednced o the neceseity of emigration.’—{Eng. Annnsl Reg.)"

“1Eng. Annnal Rag., 1775, p. 80.7 Hild, p.B" 4§ Ihid., p 857
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‘For some time past, Mr. Speaker,’ said Burke, ‘has the Old World beeu fed from the New. The
seareity which yvou have felt would have been a desolating fawine, if this child of your old age—
if America—-with a true filial piety, with 4 Roman charity, had not put the full breast of its
youthful exuberancs to the mouth of its exhausted parent. Turning from the agriculinral resonrces
of the colonies, consider the wealth which they have drawn from the sea by their fisheries. The
gpirit in whieh that enterprising employment has been exercised oupght to raise yonr esteem and
admiration. Pray, sir, what in the world is egual to it? Pass by the other parts, and look at
the manner in which the people of New England have of late carried on the whale fishery, Whilst
we follow them among the tumbling mountains of ice, and behold them penetrating into the
deepest frozen recesses of Hudson’s Bay and Davig’ Straits, whilst we are looking for them
beneath the Arctic Circle, we hear that they have pierced into the opposite region of polar cold,
that they are at the antipodes, and engaged under the frozen serpent of the south. Falkland
Island, which seemed too remote and romantic an object for the grasp of national ambition, i= but
» stage and resting-place in the progress of their victorions induostry.* Nor is the eguinoctial
heat more disconraging to them than the acenmulated winter of hoth the polea. We know that
whilat some of them draw the line and strike the harpoon on the eoast of Afriea, others run the
longitnde, and pursne their gigantie game along the eoast of Brazil. No sea but what in vexed
by their fisheries. No climate that is not a witness to their teils, XNeither the perseverance of
Holland, nor the aectivity of Fraunee, nor the dexterous and firmn sagaeity of English enterprise,
ever carried this most perilons modo of hardy industry to the extent to which it has been pushed
by this recent people; a people who are still, as it were, but in the gristle, and not yet hardened
into the bone, of manhood. Whou I contemplate these things; when I know that the colonies
in peneral owe little or nothing to any eare of ours, and that they are not squeezed into this happy
form by the constraints of a watchful and suspicious Government, bat that, throopgh a wise and
salutary neglect, a generous nature has been suffered to take her own way to perfection; when I
reflect upon these effects, when I see how profitable they have been to us, 1 feel all the pride of
power gink, and all presumpiion in the wisdom of human contrivances melt, and die away within
me, My rigor relents, T purdon something to the spirit of liberty.’

“But eloquence, logic, arguments, facts avatled nothing. The bill became a law. In the
upper house of Parliament, where a minority fonght the bill as determinedly as the minor part of
the Commons, fifteen lords entered & protest against it. The island of Nantucket was, for the
reasons enumerated, relieved somewhat from its extremest features, o faet which did not escape
the surveillunce of the provincial anthorities, who in their turn restricted the exportation of pre-
visiong from auny portion of the colonies, save the Massachusetts Bay, to that island, and the
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts further probibited any exportation from that colony, save
under certain regulations.t But, like the mother country, the colonies yielded to the behests of
hamanity and relaxed their stringeney in regard to this island.

HAt an early day after the formal opening of the issue of battle between England and the
plantations, the general conrt of Massachusetts passed a resolve, directing ¢that from and after
the fifteenth Day of August instant, no Ship or Vessell should sail out of any port in this Colony,
on any whaling Voyage whatever, without leave first had and obtained from the Great and General

%At this time this Falkland Islands were the subject of considerable acrimony between the English, Spaniah, end
Brasilion Governments. According to Freeman (Hist. Cape Cod, i, 1. 539, note), the peopla of Truro were the first
of oar American whalemen to go to the Falklands. In 1774 Capta. David Bmith snd Gamelial Collive, at the sug-
gostion of Admiral Montague, of the Britieh navy, made voyages there on that pursuit, in which they were very
sucesminl.” ;

* “tMans. Col. MSS Provinetal Congress, §, . 300 »
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Court of this Colony, or from some Committee or committees or persons they shall appoint to
grant suek leave;’ and op the 24th of Angust, the day for adjournment of the court being near
at hand, it was further resclved, in view of possible damage Hable to acerue to parties for want of
these permits, ‘that the Major part of the Council for this Uolouy be, and they aceordingly are,
hereby fully impowered to grant leave for any Vessel or Vessells to sail out of any port in this
Colony, on any whaling Voyage whatever, as to them shall seem fit & reasonable for the Benefis
of Tadividuals, aud the Good of the Publie, provided there be good & sufficient security, given
that the Oil & Bone, &e., obtained on said Voyuge shall be bronght into some Port in this Colony,
except the port of Beston, & such Permits do pot interfere with any Resolve or Reeommendations
of the Continental Congress—"The power herein given to continne only in the recess of the general
court.”*”

THE DEATH-XNELL OF AMERICAN WHALING.—“The bells that called the bhardy yeomanry
of Wew England fo the defeuse of their imperiled liberties on the evermemorable morning of the
19th of April rang the deathdinell of the whale fishery, save that carried on from Nantucket; the
rattle of musketry was the funeral volley over ¢8 grave,t Save from this solitary island, it was
doomed to apuibkilation. A fow vessels were fitted out carly in the war from other ports, but the
risgk was go great and the necessity so small thas the business wag soon abandoned. With Nan-
tucket it was simply a case of desperation; the bosiness muast be carried on, or the island must be
depopulated; starvation or removal were the only alternatives of inaction. The receipt of the
news of the battle at Lexingtsn and Concord, glotious as it was to the colonies at large, and
glorious as it may have been to the islanders whese religions principles-were not rigidly opposed
te war in any jormm and under auy circnmstanees, was to the wmajoniy of the inhabitants the
snnouncement of roined fortunes, annihilated commerce, misery, privation, and suffering. With-
out the immediate circle of colonial ussistance, knowing that they were cat off from aid in case
- they were attacked, open t0 and defenseless at all sides fromn the predatory raids of avowed
enemies and treacherous, pretended friends, the ouly course left open to them to adopt was to be
aa void of offense as possible and strive to live through the desperate siruggle just about to com-
mence. Some of the people rersoved to New York and eventually established the whale fishery
there. Some removed to North Carolina and there formed a community remarkable for thrift and
hospitality ; but the vast majority preferred to link their fortanes with these of their island home,
and with her sink or swim. Vessels from abreoad torued their prows toward home and speeded on
their way, boping to atiaio their port before English armed vessels eould intercept them; those
already arrived were most of them stripped of their sails and rigging and moored to the crowded
wharves, or ruu high aud dry ashaore.

“The petitions of parties for permission to fit out their vessels for whaling were almost
invariably complied with by the general court, bonds being given in about £2,000 that the cargo
shonld be landed at some port in the colony, exeepting Boston or N antneket.}

6 Magn. Col, M85, Rov, Couneil Papers, serivs i, val, i, p. 17,7 :

“+The shipping of Nantucket rendered important auterevolutionary aid to the colonists in the importation of
powder, & gervice that was continaed at intervala during the war. The Earl of Dartmontl, in a letter to Lieufenant-
Governor Colden, dated Tth Beptember, 1774, saye: ‘ My Information says that the Polly, Capt® Benjamin Broadbsly,
bound from Amsterdam to Nantucket, has among other Articles received on board, no less a quantity than thres
Hundred thousand potnds weight of Gunpowder, & I have groat reason io helieve that considersble quantities of
that scommodity, a8 well as other Military Stores, are introduced into the Colonies from Hnlinnd, through the shannel
of 8t. Enstatis.' (N. Y. Col. Reo., viii, p. 457.) 8t. Eastatia wae captured by the Euglisk during tha eclanial VAT,
the vhiefl grounds of the capture being the alleged sapply to the revolting tolonies of sontraband goodn. .

4} Ths following iy the form of the bond : )

“iKnow all men by these presents ihat Nathanie} Macy & Riché Mivohell Jr both of Shsaﬂarum in the Conaty of
Nontaecket, are holden & stand firmly bound anto Heury Garduer Eeq of Btowein theCounty ofHaddhnet Trunmr
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“In 1776 the Continental Congress endeavored to induce France to engage in war against
England, but in the proposed negotiations the fisheries on the hanks of Newfoundland and the
various gulfs and bays of North America were fo be undersiood as not open to a guestion of
division. Bpain, too, was applied to. ¢ The colonies,’ says Banerofl, ‘ were willing to assure to
Spain freedom from molestation iu its territories; they rencaneed in favor of France all eventual
conguests in the West Todies; but they claimed tlie sole right of acquiring British continental
America and all adjacent islands, including the Bermudag, Cape Breton, and Newfoundland. It
was America and not Franee which first applicd the moaxim of monopoly to the fisheries, The
King of France might retain hig exclusive rights on the banks of Newfoundland, as recognized
by England in the treaty of 1763, but his subjeets were not to fish “in ¢he havens, bays, creeks,
roads, coasts, or places,” which the tinited States were to win' 7 *

THE ENGLISH WHALL FISHERY ENCOURAGED~*In the mean time how was England
affected by her American policy ¥ The eolonial fishery being abolished, it beeame essential that
something should be domne to replaco it, famd particuluarly to guard against the ruinous conse-
quences of the foreign markets, either changing the course of eonsumption or falling into the
bands of strangers, and those perhaps inimical to this conntry.  The eonswmption of fish il us a
substitute for talow was now become so extensive as to render that alse an object of great
nalional concern; the city of London alone expending about £300,000 aunually in that com-
modity.’t The evidence taken on belialf of the suinistry in support of their restraining bill,
tending to show that there already existed sufficient capital v ships, men, and money for the
tmmediate and safo trausfer of the whale fishery to England, while well enough for partisan pur-
' poses, was not eonsidered so reliable by the parties bringing it forward, and the Government was
not at all desirous or willing to risk a matter of such extreme importance npon the testimony
there given.

“ Meuasares were gccordingly taken to give s:nc‘oumgeﬁ:ent to this pursuit to the fishermen
und capitalists of Great Britain and Ireland.§ The eommitiee having the subjeet in charge were i
of the opinion that a bounty should extend to the fisheries to the southward of Greenland and
Davis Strait, and st the same time that the duties on oil, blubber, and bouns, imported from
Newfoundland, should be taken off. It was found that the restraining bill worked serious
daage to the people of Newfoundlund, and also to the fisheries from the British islands to that
coast, as, in order to prevent absolute famine there, it was necessary that several ships should
return light from that vieinity in order to carry cargoes of provisions from Ireland to the sufferers
there. §

of the Colony of the Massachnsetia Bay or his Successors in 8¢ office jn the Lawful & Just sum of Two thousand
poands to the which payment well & truly to be made we Lind eurselves pur Heits Exee’ or Administrators, firmly
by these presents sealed wtt our seal Dated thin fourtecnth ay of SBeptember Anno Dow : 1575,
¢ The Condition of this obligation is such that whereas thie above-ssid Nathaniel Maey is abont o Adgentnre to
sea on s whale Voyage the schooner Dighton Bilss Paddacl Master—if then the 81 Silas Paddock or any other person
whe may have the Cowrmand of 8 scliconer Dighton, dnring 8¢ Voyage shall well & truly bring or Cause to be
broaght into some purt or harbonr of this Colon ¥y except the port of Boston or Nantucket ail the oil & whale
Bone that shall bhe taken by s schoener Dighton in tho Course of 8 Vogage & produce a Certificate under the
handa of the Belectmen of #¢ Town Adjolning to stch port or barbonr that he there Landed ye eame then the above
Obligation to be Void & of none Effect, otherways to stand and remsin in fuil foree & virtne.
“ NATAR MACY,
« #¢RICHP MITCHELL, Jk.
* ‘Bigned, Bealed, & did in presence of us,’
a8 e. . .
“(Mass, Cal. MSS. Miso,, iii, p. 64.)
““The eolonial papers of March 28, 1776, mention that the English frigate Renown, on her passage to America, took
ten sail of American whalemen, which were sént to England 1o avaid the danger of recapftare.” :
. ‘% paneroft’s U. 8., Ix, p. 1327 . s { Eng. Annns! Reg., 1775, p. 113.%
““$8pooch of the Har! of Haroout to the Irish Parliament, Qctober 10, 1775.” ‘¢ Annual Reg., 1778, p. 1317
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“The English fishery, even nnder the encounragement given, did not, however, anawer the
oxpectations or hopes of its friends. 1t was not so easily transferred as had been imagined. A
few more vessels sailed from Great Britain, employing, of course, a fow more men, hat the exfra
snpply was a mere trifle in comparison to the deficieney that the restraining bill had cansed.”

RETALIATION BY THE AMERICAN COLONIES.—‘ The ecolonies, in toru, passed a bill entting
off sapplies to the English fleet from the plantations* a course entirely unforseen by the sage
adherents of the British bill. As u natural copsequence, the fishery, which promised so well on
paper, and upon which the majority in Parhament had {ounded so many hopes, failed to yield
them the solace for the evil done to Ameriea that they so fondly anticipated. Many ships, instead
of bearing to England supplies, ouly returned there for provisions to relieve the distress they

-found on the coast, both on the sea ard the Jand. lndecd, it was estimated that the colonial

L3

restraining act caused a loss to England in the fishery in these parts alone of fully half a million
of pommds sterling.t To add to the calamities caused by man, the very elements seemed combined
agrinst them, for a terrible storm arose, and the center of its fury was the shiores and banks of
Newfoundland. ¢This awful wreek of natare,” says a chronieler of the time, * was as singuolar in
ite circumstances as fatal in its effects. The sea is said to have risen 30 feet almost ipstanta-
neously, Above seven hundred boats, with their people, perished, aud scveral ships, with their
crews. Nor was the mischief much less on the land, the waves overpassing all mounds, and sweep-
ing everything before thetn. The shores presented a shocking spectacle for some time after, and
the fishing-nets were hauled np loaded with nman bodics.’t These misfortunes the opposers of
the bill attributed to the vengeance of an indignant Providenee,” )

AMERICAN SEAMEN % IMPRESSED.”.-.¢ Bt Parliament went further than this, and added to
the atroeity of this measnre another none the less barbarous. It was deereed that all those
prisoners who should be taken on board of American vessels should he compelled, without distine-
tion of rank, to serve as common sailors on Dritish ships of war. This preposed measure was
received with great indignation by those gentlemen in Patliament whom partisan asperity had not
blinded to every feeling of justice to or compassion for the colonies. This clause in the bill which
contained this provision wus ¢ marked Dby every posaible atigma,’ and was deseribed by the lords,
in their protest, as * & refinement in tyranny’ which, *in a sentence worse than death, oblizes the
unhappy men who shall be made captives in this predatory war to bear arms againgt their families,
kindred, friends, and conutry ; and after being plundered themselves, to become accomplices in
plundering their brethren’s And, by the articles of war, these very men were hable to be shot
for desertion.”

CoNDITION OF ENGLISH WHALE-FISHERY IN 1779.—% Ty the action of this measure large
numbers of Nantucket whaling captains with their crews and a few from other ports were cap-
tured bw the Faoglish, and given their choice either to enter the service of the King in a man-of-
war or sail from an English port, in the same parsuit to which they had become accustomed.]| In
September (13th), 1779, John Adams, writing from Braintreef] to ‘the couneil of Massachuosets,

EEVER .

i * The * Restraining ' ill." “t Eng. Annual Reg., 1776, p. 407

“4 English Anunal Reg., 1776, p. 43. Thers was also mmeh distress at the Barbadoea. 1t was thought at one time.
to draw supplies for beleaguered Boaton from these jslandy, but cut off as they were from sappliea from the colonies,
with 80,000 blacks and 20,000 whites to feed, the project was deemed in the highest degree dangerqus.”“'

** § Annual Reg., 1776, p.118.%

#i T'o hie captors Capt. Nathan Coffln, of Nantucket, nobly said: ‘ Hang me, if yon will, to the yerd-amm of yonr
ship, bot do not sk me to e & traitor {o my country. —(Bnncmf’t ix, p. 313.3"

“ o Adams, vii, p. 63. This is almoet identical with the letter in Mass. Col. MBS., Resolven, vi, p. 216.”
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«: May it please your Honours:* While I resided at Paris I had an opportunity of proenving
from Londen exact Information concerning the British Whale Tishery on the Coast of Brazil,
which I beg Leave to communicate to your Honours, that if any advantage can be maie of it the
opportunity may not be lost.

«¢The English, the last year and the year before, carried on this Fishery to very great
advantage, off of the River Plate, in South Ameriea in the Latitzde Thirty-five sonth and from
thence to Forty, just on the edge of soundings, off and on, about the Longitade sixty-five, from
London. They had seventeen vessells in this Ifishery, which all sailed from Lowndon, in the
Months of Beptember and October. Al the officers and Men arc Americans.

# (The Names of the Captains are, Aaron Sheffield of Newport, , Goldsmith{ and
Richard Holmes from Loug Island, Jobn Chadwick, Fraoeis May.t Revben May,§ John Meader,
Jonathan Moader, Elisha Olark, Benjawin Clark, Willilam Ray, ’anl Pease, Bunker Iitch,
Reuben Titch, Zebbeedee Coflin || avd another Codlin, - Delanoy] Andrew Swain, William
Ray, all of Nantoeket, John Lock, Cape Cod;** fonr or five of these vessels went to Greeniand.
The fleet sails to Greenland yearly, the last of February or the Beginning of Marell. There was
publisled, the year before last, i the English Newspapers, and the same Impostnre was repeated
last year, and no donbt will be renewed this, a Tetter from the Lords of Admiralty {0 Mr, Dennis
De Beralt, in Qolman street, informing him that a Convor sbonld be appointed to the Bragil
Ileet.  But this, I kad eertain Inforwation, was n Forgery calealated mainly to deceive American
Privateers, and that no Couvey was uppointed, or did go with that Fleet, either last year, or the
year before.

“¢For the Destruction or Oaptivity of a Tishery wo eatirely defenceless, for not one of the
Vessells has any arms, o single Trigate or Privateer of Twenty-four, or even of Twenty guns,
would be safficient. The Beginning of Degember, would Le the best Time to proceed from hence,
becanse the Frigate would then find the Whaling Vessells nearly loaded. The Cargoes of these
Vessells, consisting of Bone and Uyl will be very valuable, and at least fonr hundred and fifty of
the best kind of seamen would be taken out of the Hands of the English, and might be gained
inte the American service to act against the Enemy. Most of the officers and Men wish well to
this Conntry, aud would gladly be in its servies if they could be delivered, from that they are
engaged in. Whenever an Epglish Man of war, or Privateer, bas taken an American Vessell,
they have given to the Whalemen among the Crew, by order of Government, their Choice, ejther
0 go on Board & Man of war, and fAght againat their Country or go into the Whale Fishery.
Such Numbers have choseu the latter as have made up the Crews of these seventeen Vessells.

“¢1 thought it my Duty to communicate this Intelligence to your Honours, that if so profit-
able & Branch of Commerce, and s0 valuable a Nursery of Seamen, can be taken from the English
it may be dopne. This State has a peculiar Right and Interest to nndertake the Enterprise, as
almost the whate fleet belougs to it. T have ghe Honour to be, with the highest Covsideration,
your Honours most obedient & most humble servaut

«+JOHN ADAMS.

" In 1778 the commiasioners {Franklin asnd Adama) in France wrote to the President of Congresa in nearly the
kame words, nrging the destrnetion of the English whale fishery on the coast of Brazil and the relesse of the Ameri-
cans these, who were practically prisoners of war, cowpelied to aid in supporting the cnemy. In the letter of the
Sommigsioners, dated Passy, . 1778, Mosars Franklin and Adams write that threo whalemen have been taken
by French men-of-war and cartied imto L/Orjent. The crewa of thess whaling vessels are Americane~—(Works of
John Adams, vii, p. 63.)" . o

“1William Goldenith, who sailed from Nantucket for London with s eargo of oil in April, 1775.”
.} Francis Mavy.” #§ Rouben Macy.” 4] Zebdiel Cofin
“¥ Abisha D elano (probably.y’ it ¢ From Nantucket, Twenty names ars given in this list.”
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s This letter was referred to a committes, who reported that a copy of it should be sent to the
President of the Countinental Congress, which report was adopted, and thus Massachusetts let slip
through her fingers the identical golden opportunity which the General Government had neglected
the vear before. The suggestions of Mr. Adams, who of all onr Ravolutionary statesmen seems
most to have understood and apl';re(;iuted the importanee of this industry, were practically disre-
garded.* [t is difficalt to calculate how inueh the American whale fishery was affected by this
failure to act ou this suggestion of Mr. Adawms. Many of these ecaptaing and men, and others
catpored at other times during the war, haid at its elose sailed so long from British ports that the
exiranrdinary indneements held out by the Bapdish, and the depression in their business in the
United States, immediately succeeding the close of the war, operated to transfer to that country
their skill and, measarably, their capital

FORAYS BY BNGLISH NAVAL VESsErg: TrREATY oF 1778.—<In the years 177879 the
English navy made severiad forays upol the sea-coast towns of New England, destroying much
property at Warren, L. 1., Dartmouth, Martha’s Vineyard, and Nantncket in Massachusetts.t
{ndeed, these predatory raids were frequent thronghout the war, and liable to ocenr at any time,
consequently the anforianate inhabitants were kept in a continual ferment. During the same
time the Government of Franee was vontinually intriguing for the exclusive possesgion of the North
American fisheries.  Cu the Gth of FPebroary, 1778, & treaty of amity and commerce was arranged
Letween Franee auvd the Uuited States. Upon this point each side was to retain the exclusive
right to its own. The Amerivans conveded to the Freoueh the rights veserved by the treaties of
Utrechit § and Pavis,§ even to the French interpretation of them, which were the right to fish npen
the Banks, and the exclusive nse of obe-half the shores of Newfoundland npon which to dry their
fisllj In regard to what disposition slould be mwade of that island in case it shonld be captured,
nothing was said; the sentiment of New Buglund, however, upon that point was nnmistakable.
Later in $he same year Samuel Adams, in a letter froms Thiladelphis, wrote: ¢1 liope we shall
secure to the Tnited Stales, Canailu, Nova Seotia, Florida, too, and the ﬁshﬂi‘v by our arms or by
treaty” He writea further, and every vear of the pust centurv has borne witness to the soundness
of his views: ¢ We ghall never be on a solid footing till Great Britain cedes to us, or we wrest
from her, what nature :iesigng we should have. ]

s An excepiion to the general apathy in tlue. respoct uomrw:l T.l,fc- in the fall or sarly in the winter of 1776, when
boata from the Alfred, man-ol-war, were sent ashore nt Canso and destroyed the whaling interest there, burning sll
the raterinis for that industry, togothor with all e oi] siores with their eontents.”

“t ‘Ketorn of veasels and stores destroyed on Aeushnet Iiver the 5th of September, 1778 8 sail of large vessels,
from 2060 fo 300 tous, most of them prizes: & armed vessels, carryivg from 18 to 16 guns; 2 nnmber of eloops and
schoeners of inferior size, awounting in all ta 7, besides whale-boats snd others; muengst 1l prizes were three iaken
by Count D'Eataign’s fleet; 5 store-lionses ot Bedford, several a2t MeDherson's Wharf, Crsue Mills, and Fairhaven ;
thewse were filled with very great quantitiey of ronm, sugnr, molusses, coffue, tobaceo, cotton, tea, medicines, gunpovl'-
der, sail-oloth, cordapge, &e. ; twa lurge rope-walks,

04 AL Palmouth, ia the Vinepanl Soand, the Uith of Sepiembes, 1978 : 2 sloops and aschooner taken by the gal-
loya, 1loaded with staves; I sloop bornt,

“iTn Old Town Harbor, Martha's Vinceyard: 1 Lriy of 150 tons burden, burnt by the Bcorpion; 1 schooner o‘! 76
tous burden, burnt by ditte: 23 whale-hoats taken or degtroyed; a guantity of plank talen,

‘At Holmoa's tHolo, Martha's Vineyand: 4 vessels, with several hoats, taken or degtroyed ; 3 salt-work destroyed,
and a considerable quantity of sult taken,'—(Ricketson's Now Budfoerd, p 2682.)

©At 8ag Harbor Long Island, property was taken or destroyed to n Jarge amount; Newport guffered greatly ; Nan-
tucket lost twaelve or fourteen veusels, oil, stotes, &e., to the valus of £4,000 aferling. Warren, R. 1., suffered during
the war to the extent of 1,090 tons of shipping, amoap them two vessels loaded with oil, and a large amouns of ohher
property. Sag Harbor aiso Iost one or more vessels by capture.”

1 Apwil 11, 16137 “ 3 Pebruary 10 1763.”

‘| Banoroft's . 8., ix, 481. The fact must be kept in mind that whaling snd ﬂshing for cod were both mned :
on on nearly the game waters, and often by the same vessels.” :

“ % Banerofys U, 8, x, 175" -
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“ France also sought the aid of Spain, and that power was riven to understand that in the final
treaty of peace between the Unired States and LEugland, they, too, would necessarily have some
voice. Vergennes, in October (1778). stated, as the only stipnlations which Frathee woald reguire,
that in the final negotintions the freaty of Ttreeht musi L either wholly continved or entirely
arnulled; that she must be allowed to restore the harbor of Dunkivk 3 and that she must be allowed
‘ the coast of Newfoundland. from Cuape Bonavista to Cape St. John, with the exclusive fishery
from Cape Boaavista to Point Riche!* By a treaty madde with Spaiu, April 12, 1779, France
bound Lerself to attempt the invasion of Great Britain or Lreland, and to share only with Spain
tha North Amertcan fisheries, in case she suceended in driving the English from Newfoandlund,

“These discussions (as to the terus to be embraced in the final treaty of pedce) were necessary
pending the question of an alliance with France mnd Spain against England.  When the subject
of frontiers was brought np, France, while yieldivg all elabin to the provinees of Canada and Nova
Scotia, which for years had been hers, joined heartily with Spain in opposing the manifest desire
of the Americans to seeure them, 'Two States persisted in the right and policy of acguiring them,
but Cougress, as a body, deferred to the French view of the subject. ¢ Withi regard te the fisheries,
of which the interraption formed one of the elewents of the war, public law had not yet been
scttled” By the treaty of Uteecht, France agreed not to fish within 30 leagues of the eoast of
Nova Seotia; and by that of Paris, not to fish within 15 leagues of Cape Breton. Moreover,
New England at the beginning of the war had, by act of ParHameut, been debarreid from fishing
on the banks of Newfoundland, = * = ¢Tphe fiskery on the high sens, so Vergenues expounded
the luw of nations, ‘ix as free as the seq thself, and it is superfluous to discass the right of the
Americans to it.  But the const fisheries belong of right to the proprietary of the eoast. Therefore
the fisheries on the coasts of Newfoundlaud, of Nova Scotin, of Canada, belong exclusively to the
Eaglish ; and the Americaus have no pretensions  whatever to share in themf In vain the
United States urged that the colonics, ulnost exciusively, had hproved the coast fisheries, and
considered that immemorial and sole improvement was practical acquisition.  in vain they insisted
that New England wen, and New En gland mouey, and New England brains had eflected the first
vouguest of Cape Breton, and were powerful aids to the subsequent conguest of Nova Scotia and
Canada, and hence they had acquired at least a perpetual joing propriety. To their arguments
Vergenues replied thut the conguests were made not for the colonies but for the crown, and when
New Bugland dissolved its allegiance to thut crown she renounced ler right to the coast fisheries.
In the end the United States were obliged 10 suceamb; they had asked aid from foreign powers,
and they must yield, so far as was practicable, to tle demands those powers made. These concea-
sions were a portion of the price of independence, )

* A committes  was appointed by Congress to detinitely arrange upon what terms the future
treaty of peace with En giand should be finally consummated, and in February, 1779, they reported
that Spain manifested 4 disposition to form an alliance with the United States, bence indepen-
dence was an eventual certainty. On the question of fishing they reported that the right should
belong properly to the United States, France, and Great Britain in eommon. This portion of the
report was long under discussion in Congress, and it was finally voted that the cornmen right of
the United States to fish *on the €0asts, bays, and banks of Newfoundland and Gulf of Saint Law-
Tence, tha_Strait_s of Labrador, and Belle Isle should in no case be given ap’§ Under a vote to
e P
e Bancroft’'s 1. 8., x, p. 184.7 “}Baperoft’s U. 8., z, pp. 210-11.7

N 't Gonvernenr Morris, of New York ; Burke, of North Caralina ; Witherspeon, of New Jersey ; Samuel Adams, of
im&ehﬂa&&t&_,. and Smith, of Virginia.—(Baucroft’s T. 5., x, p.213.)"

. ug'Bsncmﬂ;’s . 8.,-:, e af3.»

F
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reconsider this subject on the 24th of March, Richard Henry Lee proposed that the United States
shounld have the same rights which they enjoved when subject to Great Britain, which proposition
was carried by the votos of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and the four New England States, New York
and the Southern States opposing.  New York, under the leadership of Jay and Morris, perempt-
orily declined to iusist on this right by treaty, and Morris moved that independence should be the
sole condition of peace. This was declured out of order by the votes of the New England States,
New Jersey, aud Pennsylvania, against the unanimous vote of New York, Maryland, and North
Curoliva; Delaware, Virginia, and South Carolina being equally divided.

“Buat Frauce had a vital interest in this matter, and the French minister interposed his
influence, and ou the 27th of May Congress returned to its original resolve, ¢ that in no case, by
any treaty of peace, sheuld the common right of fishing be given up.

¢ Ou the 19th of June the equanimity of the French minister was suddenly and rudely disturbed
by Elbridge Gerry, who buing trom Marblehead, was the steady and persistent champion of the
claims of New England, and who, in the prolonged discussions, always came to the front in defense
of those rights. Entirely unexpectedly, Gerry, avoiding ‘a breach of the rales of Congress by a
change in form, moved resolutions, that the United States have a commou right with the English
to the fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland, aud the other fishing-banks and seas ¢f North
America. The demand was for no more than Vergennes confessed o belong to them by the law
of naticus; and Gerry insisted thai unless the 1ight recvived the guarantee of France, on the
consent of Great Britain, the Americab minister should pot sign any treaty of peace without lirst
consuliing Congress?* A most stormy und bitter debate ensued.  The friends of France resisted
strenuously. Four States declaved if the resolution was adopted they should secede. The matter,
however, wias somowhat compromised, und the common right of fishing on the Grand Banks

"~ affirmed ; Congress asking for that right the gunarantee of France by means of 8 supplementary
article explanatory of former treaties.

# The French minister becatne alarmed, and sought an interview with the President of Oon-
gress and two other members known to be equally tavorably disposed to the policy he represented.
The vigor und zeal with which New England had pressed the matter had disposed them to concede
to the desires of this section. He assured them ¢that disunion from the side of New England
was not to be feared, for its people curried their love of independence evea to delirium,’ and con-
tinued : * There would seem to be a wish to break the connection of France with Spain; but L
think T can say that, if the Americans should have the andacity to force the King of France to
choose betweon the two alliances, hig decision woukl not be in faver.of the United States ; he will
not certainly expose himself to consume the remaining resources of his Kingdom for many years
only to secure an increase of fortone to 4 few ship-masters of New England. I shall greatly regret,
ot aceount of the Americans, should Spain enter into war without a convention with them.
Five hours of discassion failed to indunce the members to undertake to change the views of Con-

© gress, and a new interview was held on the 12th of July, between Gerard and Congress, in &
committee of the whole. As a final result the question was left to be settled when a treaty of
peace was formally arranged with Great Britain® '
#In the mean time how fared it with the whale fishery? The people of Nantucket, with whom

alone it was still encouraged, thongh in the face of the most terrible discouragements, were reduced
to the soverest straits, To live, they must eat; to eat, they must have provisions; to obtain pro-
visions, they must give in exchange money or its equivalent; to obtain the exchangeable com:
modity, somo business must be pursued. The whale fishery was the only business available to

SRPRENS SR e

s * Baneroft's U. 8., x, pp. 216 to 219"
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them. Long praectice had made them familiar with it, and a singleness of pursnit had kept them
eomparatively ignorant of any other oecupation. But the preat preblem was how to carry it on,
even in the limited way to which, by the destruetion of their vessels, they were restricted. If they
sailed nnder American protection, the English captured and destroved their vessels and imprisoned
their men ; if they cleared with the sanction of English safeguards, the Americans performed for
them the same kindly offices. Detween the upper and the nether millstones of war they were quite
ground vo powder, In their cxtremity they learned that the Lnglish were inciined 1o be lenient
toward them in the matter, and they had quite reliable assurance that the leading men of the
American Government looked compassionately upon thoe distressed situation of the unfortunate
islanders. '

s#Influnenced by these considerations, the inhabitants sent Timothy TFolger, esq., to New York,
to represent the condition they were in, and solicit parmission to carry on whaling withont danger
of capture from British eruisers. They asked permits for twenty fishing boats to fish aronnd the
island, for four vessels to be employed in tlre whale fisher)y, for ten sinall vessels to supply the
iuhabitants with wood, and for one to go to New York for some few supplies not obtainable else-
where.* Their petition was not so successtul as they had wished.”

ANERICAN VESSELS GRANTED PERMITS FOR WIALING.~* In 1781 Admiral Digby succeeded
Admiral Arbuthnot in the cotomand of the English fleet in these waters, and permisgion to whale
was asked of him,t and permits were issued for twenty-four vessels to pursue the business
unmolested by English armed cruisers. *This privilege,” savs Macy, ‘seemed to give uew life
to the peopls, It produced a considerable movement iu business, bub the resources of the island
had so diminished that bat a small pomber of vessels could take the benefit of these permits,
Those who had vessels, and were possessed of the means, fitted them out on short voyages, and,
had there been no hindrance, it is probable that they would have done well; for the whales,

** Macy, 113.7

“4Mr. Macy gives us to soderstand that no permits wero granted, but this vinst be an error; for Mr. Botch (vide
MS.), who waa one of the committes the succeeding year to obtain grants from the English, montions an accusation
made by Commodors Affleck, of abuse of vonfidence in regard to the permits which wera granted the year Lefore, and
that scarcely a vessol could bo found but had one of these documents. To this Mr. Roteh replied: ‘Commodore
Afleck, thou Last been greatly imposed upon in this matter. I defy Capt. to make such & declaration to my
face. Those Permits were put indo my hands, [ delivered thews, taking receipts for each, te be returned io me at
tho end of the voyage, andan sbligation that po transfer siould be made or eopies given. 1 received back zll the
Perpyits except two before I left home, and should probably have reesived thuse two on the day that T sailed. Now
if any duplicity has been practiced, I am the person who is aceountable, and I am here to take the puuishment such
vorlidy deserves,! Mr, Rotel’s cliaracier as a man and a merchanl stood 0o high to Bbe questioned, and the commo-
dore, who » moment befors was so violent, became wore gonial, sud replied, ‘You deserve favor,” and assisted Mr.
Rotch to obtain it. The termination of this difficnlty is but one example of the manner in which all thess slanders,
from hoth English and Americans, were disposed of when the acensed conld bave an opportanity of confronting the
@ccusers or those in antherity.”

‘*§{ The following is a eopy of one of thess penmnits, from Msey, p. 115:

“*i[1. &.] By Robert Dighy, Esqnire, Rear Admiral of the Red, and Commander-in-chief, &e., &o.

James Chage ““Permission is bereby given to the Dulphin brig, burthen sixty tons, Walter Folger owner,
?bad'mh Folger navigated by Gilbert Yolger as master and the twelve seamen naned in the margin, to leave the
5’;‘;::51:;:‘;:“ island of Nantueket and to proceed on a whaling voyage,—to commence the first of January, 1782,
Charlea Bugsel] and end the last day of following, provided that they have on board the necessary whaling
Peter Pullard eraft and prdvisions only, and that the mouster of said brig is possessed of a certificate from the
Andrew Coleman  8electmen of the said island, setting forth that she is bone fide the property of the inhabifanuts of the
?L’::t?:nm;;d. %alsnd, with the names of the master and seamen in Ler: and that she shall not be foand proceed-

e = ing with ber cargo te any other port than Nantucket or Now York.

Dated ab New York, the fist day of December, 1751,

“« ROBERT DIGRY,

:: ‘To the vommissioners of his majesty’s ships and vessals of war, as well as of 211 privateers and letters of marqua.
. ““ By eommpnd of the Admiral; )
L #eTHOMAS M. PALMER.?
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having been unmolested for several years, had become numerous. and were pretty easily caught.
To earry ou the whale fishery under permission of the Government of Great Britain was a proceed-
ing sowewhat novel, and could not pass nunoticed. Although it was not pobliely known, yet it
was genorally believed that some kind of indulgence had been shown by the enemy to the people
of Nantucket. This caused some elamor on the continent; but our Govermment well knew the
aituation of the place, and its large participation in the ealamities of the war, and was, consequently,
rather inclined to favor than to condemn (ke accepaneo of fuvors from the English, Although
the Government eould not grant an exclogive privilege to any partienlar part of the Union, yet
such encouragemeng was given by the leading men of the nation, in their individaal capacity, as
to warraut the proceeding. Several vessels whaling under these permits were faken by American
privateers and carried inio port, but in every instance they were soon liberated, Whenever it
was fonnd that the permits were used for no other purpose than that for which they had been
granted, and that the vessels using them hod not been engaged in iilicit trade, there was no
hesitatiop in releasing them.’ ' '

“Nevertheless a great risk attended thizs mode of proceeding, and the islanders became
satisfied that to make the buyiness reasonally safe permits wast be obtained from both contending
powers and permission also to make nse of each license against the other's vessels of war.  Accord-
ingly, a town meeting was couvened on the 25th of September, 1782, and a memorial prepared
and adopted which was sent to the gencral court of Massaehusetis®  This petition reeited the
unfortenate situation the people were in, exposed to the tnroads of English and Americans, with
neither side able or willing to protect them agains:; the other, and powerlesa, beeanse of the
defenseless character of the island and the religions convietions of the vast majority of the inhabi-
tants, to snitaldy guard their own fivesides.  'They urged that people in continental towns, where
the broad conmtry opened to them o place for retrent, conld have but faint ideas of the suffering
of those who were constantly Tiable to hostile invasion and whbose insular position precluded
all thoughts of ¢acape, and they indiguantly resented the calumnies which had been spread broad-
cast throngl the Stage in regard {o alieged actions of theirs. Regarding the prosecation of their
busivess, they said:

¢ We now beg leave to throw a few hints before you respecting the Whalefishery, as a matter
of great importance 1o this Commenwealth., This place before the War, was the First in that
branch of business, & employed more than One Hundred Sail of good Vessels therein, which fur-
nish'd a suppert not only for Five Thousand Inbabitants here, bat for Thousands elsewhere, no
place so well adapted for the good of the Community ab lurge as Nantucket, it being destitute of
every material necessary in the Business, and the Inhabitants might be called Factors for the
Continens rather than Prineipals; as the war encroased the Fishery ceased, uuntil necessity obliged
us to make trial the last Year, with about seventeen sail of Vessels, Two of which were captured
& carried to New Youk,? & one was bornt the others made saving voyages. The present Yesr
we employed about Twenty Foar sail in the same business, which have mostly compleated their
Voyages, but with little saccess ; & a great loss will ensue; this we apprehend is greatly owing
to the cireumscribed situation of the Fishery; we are now tully sensible that it can no longer be pur-
sued by us, unless we huve free liberty both from Great Britain & America to fish withoat nter-

#* By a very disastrons fire st Nantncket, in 1846, the records both of the town and custom-house werse deetmyed.
henee there arises mach difffeulty in getting many interesting details. Many of the custom records of New Bedford
wers destroyed by flre in 18257 the corresponding documents of Newport, prior'to 1779, were earried away by the'
English, and the vessel contaiving thom being sunk, they were, when recovered, in 4 very damaged eondition ; the
strilar records of Sag Harbor (the older ones) ware stored in a dawp place, and are mildewed aud iliegible:”

“t New York, at this ime, was in possession of the Euglish.” - '

L
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ruption; As we now find One of our Vessels is captured & carried to New York, but withont any
Oil on hoard, and Two others bave lately been taken & earried into Boston & Ralem, under pre-
tense of having donble papers on board, (Neverthieless we presume fhe capbors will not say that
wny of our Whalewen have goue inte New York during the season as such o clharge wonld bave
no foundation in Truth). And if doe attention is pot paid to this valualde brapel, which if it was
viewed in all its parts, perhaps would appear the most advantageous, of any possess’d by this
Government, it will be entirely lost, it the War continnes: We view it with regret & mention it
with concern, & from the gloomy prospect now before us, we apprehend mauy of the InLabitants
must gait the Ishad, not being able even to pravide neeessaries for the approachking Winter: some
will retreat to the Continent & set down 1o the Western Governments; aud the most active i the
Fishery will most probably go to distant Countries, where they can have every encouvagement,
by Natious who are eagerly wizhing to embraee so favourable an opportunity to aceomyplish their
desires; which will be & great loss fo the Continent in gencral, but moee to thisx Government in
particalar. We beg leave to unpress the cousideration of this important subjeet, not as the judg-
moent of an fusignificant few, hut of o Town which a few Years since stood the Third in Rank (it
we mistake not) in bearing the Burthens of Government: 1t was then populous and abounded
with plenty, it is yet populons but ix covered with poverty. Your Memerialists have made ¢hoice
of Samuel Starbuck, Josiab Barker, William Retch, Stephen Hussey and Timothy Folger, as their
Committee who can speak more fally to the severul matters coutain’d in this Memorial, or any
other thing that may e¢oncern this County, to whom we desire to refer you. Signed in bellf of
the Town by —
CCHRFREDERICK FOLGER,
“<Touwn Clerk)

“This memorial was referred to a committee consisting of George Cubot, exq., on hehalf of the
senate, and General Ward and Colovel McCobl on the part of the heose, which committee on
the 20th of Oectober made the following report:

“i That aliho’ the Facts wet forth in suid Memorial are trae and the Meworialists deserve
Relief in the premises, yet as no adequate Relief can e given themn but by the United States in
Congross asgembled, therefore itis the opinion of {he Committee that the said Memorial be referr’d
to the consideration of Congress, and the Delegates of this Commouwealth be required to nse
their Budeavours to impress Congress with just Ldeas of the ligh worth & Ymportanee of the
Wlale fishery to the United States in general, & this State in partienlar. *®

“This report was accept.ed, and it was ordered that the delegates De furnished with a copy of
the memorial, and be required to take the aetion indicated in the teport.

# [n addition to the action of the general court, the towu also sent William Roteir and Samuel
Starbuck to Philadelphia to intercede personaliy in the matter.  Afrer cenferring with Geueral

" Muss. Col. MRS, Petitions, i, pp. 124-56-7-8-9. A meworusdnm accompanies thuis, which varieus civenm-
stanccs seem to indieate is the warl of Mr. Roteh, and which says: ‘Perlapssowe of those reportsimay Lave oripfualed
from tlis—a Committee of our Island imethe fore part of the year 1721 applied to some of the Members of the Grneral
Court and apread bofore them the pecnliar eiremmstances wherein the Island was invelved, oue whereof was that
uite Vessela whenever they passed in ot oat svere perfectly under the controu!l of the Briteus and  was therelon
Necesanry that permits should Le obirined from then for our Vessels to proeeed on the Whale fishery-—sinee whick
time geine of them have been taken by the American Privateers for having snch Permite—antl we are thereby reduced
to this difficnlty that if we carry our Vessels over the har withous permit from the Hritish Admiral they are maiie
PFizes to the Britons-—if they hiwve such permits they are taken by owr own Countrymen—and our harbour is there
fore completely ehnt up—and all our prospectsferminate in poverty and distress-——what gives’ns grest concern is that
our people who understund the Whale fishery will be driven o foréign neniryl Countries nad many years must pass
away before we shall again be ennbled o puraue a Lraveh of business which hath besn i times past onr support and
hath yleldied such large aida fo the Commerce of this Country,’” '
BB, v, VoL. II—9 '
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Lineolu, Samuel Osgood, Nathaniel Gorbam, Thomas Fitzsimmons, and James Madison, they
approached one of the Massachusetts delegation whd was u resident of Boston, aud who was
greatly prejudiced against Nantucket, After an interview of abeut two hoars with no apparent
relagation of the bitberness of feeling on kis part, Mr. Hotch guestioned him as to whether the
wlale fishery was ‘worth preserving to this countey? He replied, ‘Yes” <Can it be preserved
in the present state of things by any place except Nantucket?’ ¢Xo.? {0an we preserve it anless
you and the British will both give us permits?’ ¢No. ¢Then, pray,’ continued Mr, Rotch, ‘where
is the difficulty?’ 7Thus this interview ended. Messrs. Roteh and Starbuck then drew up a
memorial and presented it to the vonsideration of the above named gentlemen, desiring them to
review it, ut the same time telling thew of the conversation between Mr. Roteh and the delegate
trom Bostou. By advice of these friends they waited againupon the member from Massachusetts,
and he accepted the chaxge of bringing the subject before Congress, where, after deliberation, it
was determined to grant permits for thivty-five vessels to sail on whaling voyages, and these were
aceordingly granted and delivered. The very next day a vessel arrived from Furope bringing the
romor of the signing of a provisicnal treaty of peace.*

“This was early in 1783.+ The passage from the provisioval to the definitive treaty was long,
circnitons, sud at times dark. Ona of the chief sources of difference was the settlement of the
question of the tislieries, England with an apparent feeling of magznanimity conceding favors, and
Auerica with a senge of justice claiming rights. Against what the United States considered her
just dues the diplomacy of the English, their late enewmies, and the French, their recent allies, was
arrayed, and nothing bat {ingness, sagaeity, and skill on the part of’ the American commissioners
saved the day. The Boglish guarded their asswuptions with &ll possible jealonsy; the French
sought a loose place in the artnor to insert the diplowatic sword, and gain by treuty what they
bad Deen upnable to sastain with foree. The Americaus were ever on the alert to overcome the
prejudices of a power from whom they had conduered a peace, and to propitiate the snpergensi-
tiveness of o power which had rendered them so vatuable assistance. They could wot, however,
depart from certain propositions. The articles which must be inviolate were those paarsnteeing
to America full and vucouditional independence, and the withdrawal from the thirteen States of
all British froops; the Mississippi as a western, and the Canadian Yine as it was prior to the Que-
boe act of 1774, for a vorthern boundary ; and # freedom in the fishery off Newfoundland and
elsewhere as it had been enjoyed prior to the commencement of hostilities. 1n vain Great Britain
sought to evade vhe latier clause ; the United States tenaciously, a8 in a vice, held her to it, and
she yiclded.” ‘

ErFECTS OF THI BEVOLUMIONARY WAR—“But the announcement of peace came to a.
people whose commerce was sadly devastated. Save such of the interest as had been preserved
by what Mr, Jefferson termed the Nantueketois, the business of Whaling was practically ruined
and required rebuilding. To Nantucket the war had, despite its holy necessity and ita glorions
conclosion, been a heavy barden. Of the little over 150 vessels owned thera in 1795, 134 had
fallen into the hands of the English and 15 more were lost by shipwreck; many of the young men
had perished throngh the rigors of war;} in about 800 families on the island there were 202
widows and 342 orphan children; the direct money loss far exceeded $1,000,000 in times when a

¢ * Memorgnda of William Rotch—unpublizhed.” :

*$ On the 22d of Murch, 1783, an order was psssed in {ongresa gra.ntmg 35 licenses to Nantucket vessels to wha.la
and to seenre thewm from the peualty attached to doudle papers. (Madison Papers, p. 405.)7 )

““1 It in estimated that no Jess thay. 1,200 senmen, mossly whalemen, were oapt.ured by the English or periehad m‘;
their bunds during the Revolation, from Nantucket alona!” :
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maw's pay was 67 cents per day; one merchant alone lost over $60,000.* And as it was with
Nantucket, 80 it was in a degree with all the whaling ports.t With an energy characteristically
American, they songht, on the return of peace, to retrisve their losses. Scarcely had the echo of
the hostile guns died away, scarcely had the joyful news of peace reached their ports, when the
whalemen begaa to equip anew for their tishery. The Bedford, just returned to Nantucket from a
voyage, was lmmediately loaded with oil and dispatched-te London, arriving in the Downs on the
3d of February.  Her appearance was thus elronicled by an Englisk magazine of that day : ‘The
ship Bedford, Captain Mooers,} belonging to the Massachasetts, arrived in the Downs the 3d of
Fobroary, passed Gravesend the 4th, & was reported at the Custom-House the 6th instant. She
was not allowed regnlar entry usntil some eonsultation had taken place between the commissioners
of the customs & the lords of council, on account of the many acts of parliument yet in force
against the rebels in America. She is loaded with 487 butts of whale oil; is American built;§
manned wholly by American seamen; wears the rebel colors & belongs to the Island of Nan-
tucket in Massachusetts. This is the first vessel which displayed the thirteen rebellious stripes of
America in any British Port. The vessel lics at Horseley down a little below the Tower, and is
jntended immediately to return to New England! Immediately after, almost simuoltaveously with
her, arrived another ship from Nantucket—the Industry, Capt. John Ohadwick, while the sloop
Bpecdwell, James Whippey, master, was sent to Aux Cayest| Those at Nantucket who had
capital left resumed the whale fishery with as many vessels as they could procure. Long compuar-
ative immunity from captare had cassed the whaling-grounds to become repopuluted, and the
whales themselves had become less sby and hence more easily killed.  Dirvectly suceeeding the
war the products of the fishery commanded good prices, and soou other ports entered into compe-
_tition. New London, Sag Harbor, Hudsou, N. Y., Boston, Hingham, Welltleet, Braintree,f Ply-
mouth, Bristol, each sent out one or wore whale hunters. For a brief time the business promised
mnach profit, bus the fever was a fitful one. The ¢xcessive prices whick the commodity commanded
immediately after the war** rapidly became redneed; Great Britain, the only market for the sperm
oif, had, by & alien duty of £18 sterling per ton, practically precluded its shipment from America.
0il which before the war was worth £30, now scarcely brought £17, while to cover expenses snd
~ leave a reasonable margin for profit, £15 were required.f " The situation was indesd desperate—
almost hopeless.”

FYrABLISHMENT OF BOUNTY SYSTEM BY #ASSACHUSETTS.—“Iu the discussion of means for
relief many of the people of Nantucket expressed the opinion that if the island could be made
nentral commercial affairs might assume a more healthy tone. A memorial was finally sent to the
1‘-‘*glfsla,tum of Massachusetts praying relief, and the agents presenting it were instructed to have
the subjaet. of neutrality acted upon. As may be readily supposed, however, the invidious legisla-
tion that Nantucket was unable to obtain during the war, she would searcely be likely to get ou
its conclusion, and the subject of neatrality was very properly dismissed. That the depression in
the whaling business needed some alleviation was, however, 100 evident to require discossion, and

“* Willinm Roteh, esq.”

“t'Warren, K. 1., suffered a loss of 12 vessels (about 1,100 tons), of which at least twu were whalemen.——(Hist. of
Warren, p. 101.)".

“} Capt. Wmmm'.MQOe.rs, who stiled for many years in the employ of Mesars. Rotch & Co. It is related that one
of the crew of the veesel first showing the American flag in the Thames was bump-backed. Oue day a British sailor
mesting him clapped his hend upon the American’s shoulder, saying, ‘Hilloa, Jack, what bave you got here?’
‘Banker Hill and be d ~-d to you,” replied the Yankee, will you mountt’'¥

*§ Tho Bodforit was bullt in 1765, by Jehabod Thomas, at North River. She was built a brig.”

4§ Lotter of William Boteh, ceq.” + ¢ One amsll schooner of 35 tons borden Lailed from Beaintree”

“** Macy’s Nanfuoket, 1217 4+ 1} Ses Mr. Hotob's M8

O S . _ -
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in 1785 the legislatine passed the following preamble and resolution: ‘Whereas this court, having
a due sense of the hight worth and importance of the whale fishery, are desirouns of its preservation
notonly to this State, but to the United States in general ; thcrel'ore, Resolved, That there be paid,
out of the treasury of this Commonwealth, the following bounties upon whale oil of the different
gualities hereafter mentioned, viz: For every ton of white spermaceti oil, five pounds; for every
ton of brown or yellow spermaceti oil, sixty shillings; for overy ton of whale eil (so called), forty
shillings, that may be taken or canghi by any vessel or vessels that are or may be owned and
manned wholly by the inhabitants of this Commonwealth, snd@ landed within the same, from and
after the first day of Junuary next, aotil the farther order of the gemeral court.” The selectmen of
the various towns were further empowered to appoint sworn inspectors to'inspect all oil so landed,
and mark on the head of each eask s0 inspected the initital letters of his name, and a deseription
of the oil by the initials W. B, or Y. W. O,, and deliver to the selectinen a sworn certificate
thereof. To oliain the hounty, n certificate from the selectmen must be presented to the governor
and council,* detailing the kind, quality, and amount of oil, and where landed. To this certifi-
cate the owners were to mule cuth or affirmation.

% But, although the bounty seemed at first beneficial, the ultimate effect was not so good. The
business beeame wnduty stinmlated and an overprodnction prevented to a great degree the desired
advanee in profit. The demand was greatly limited. A long suspension in the use of oil had
accustomed the people in general to the ase of tallow candles, and bat little oil was reqilired either
for towns or for light-houses.”

TRANSFER OF WHALING INTERESTS FROM NANTUCKET T0O FRANCE AND ENGLAND.—%“In
the mear tihme, seeing no chance for any amelioration in their condition, nnable to earry on a
business at a prospective lose, and accustomed from early cbildhood only to this pursuit,
hence unable and unwilling to adventure another, some of the prominent merchants of Nantucket”
resolved to transfer their basiness fo some place where the demand for their products and the.
advantageous bounty offered wonld make it far more remunerative. Among these was William
Botech.  On the 4th of Tnly, 1785, Mr. Roteh sailed from Nantoeket in the ghip Maria, bonnd for
Loudon, arriving there on the 27th, At as carly a day as practicable he opened negotiations with
tho chancellor of the exchequer (William Pitt) for a transfer to England of such of the whale fish-
ery at Nantucket as be could controlt The subject was laid before the privy couneil, and Mr.
Rotch waited four months for their sammons.  Finally, in deference to o request of his that some
one be appointed to close the matter, he was referred to Lord Hawksbnry, a gentleman not very

favorably disposed toward Ameriea. Mr. Rotch gave him his estimate of the sum necessary to
induee a removal, viz, * £100 sterling tmnspormtlou for a family of five persons, and £.10{} settle-

O Maey, 120.7

“t Cept. Aloxander Coffin was of those who looked upon the whale fishery as n peenliarly American puranit,
anil who denoanced any effort looking to a tranefer of it to any foreign goverament. Oz the 8th of June, 1785, he
addressed from Nantucket a vigorous lotter to the Hon, Samuel Adama. He wrote in sevezo terms against the meas-
uros being adopted o remove to Eugland, 20d says Mr. Roteh fis now faking on beard a double stock of materisls,
rnch as cedar boavds (commonly called bost-hoards), of which they havs none in England, a large quantity of coop-
or's atofl for cacks, &e, Neither does it stop here; the honse of Rotch have beon endeuvoring to engage an acquaini-
ance of mine to 2o to Bermndas to superintend the 'busmeas at that piace.” In a postscript he adds, * 8inee writing the
aheve I have been favorad with the original scheme of establishment of the fishery at Bermudaa, copies of which are
hera inclesed. Ozne of the company is now at Kennebes, eontracting with some persona for an annual supply of
hoops, staves, and other lnimber neaessary for the bosiness.’ This letter was laid before the senats of Maanachnaeits,
nnd the reanlt was the passage of an et prohlbiting the export to Bermudas of the articles enumerated, and themns-
fer in this direction waa prevenied.”
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meut; £20,008 for o bundred families” Lord Hawksbury dewurred to this ax a Jarge sun*
At a subsequent interview Mr. Roteh added fo his previous position the demand te bring with him
thirty American ships, which demand.also met with remonstrance from Lord Hawksbury, who
svemed to be of the ¢ penny wise pound foolish 7 order of statesmen. Mr. Roteh finally took leave
of Lord Hawksbury without obtaining any satisfuction, and, emburking on beard his vessel, sailwd
for Franee.t Landing at Dankirk, he drew up proposala to the French Government and forwarded
them to Pariz. These proposals were eagerly entertaived, and the preliminaries were speedily
arranged for a transfer of the interest of Mr. Rotch and his family and friends to Dunkirk, frow
which port, for several years, a very successful fishery was carried on., Contemporary with the
negotiations withh Mr. Roteh, a lettor was dispatched to the people of Nantucket by Capt. Shubael
Gardner, from L——— Coffin, who resided at Dunkirk, stating that his sympathy for the people
of that island had led hitm to apply to the Freuch Government in their behslf, and with excellent
suceess.  Every request he had made had been grauted, and the unlimited freedom, the abuu-
dance ard cheapness of provisions, the absence of castotn-houses, the siall taxes, the regularity of
the town, the manuners and iuduostry of the inhabitants, and its situation, rendered it, in Lis opin-
ion, ¢ the most eligible place in the aniverse for the people of Nantueket to remove to.

Al what,! queried Lord Hawksbury, fdo you propose to give us In retizen for this outlay of money ¥ 1 will
give you,’ retaroed Mr, Rofch proudly, ‘sowme of tao best blood of the island of Nuntocket.,”  Afthis interview Hawhes-
bury preseted his own figures, where, says Mr. lotch {soe MB.), ‘bae had ade his nico calenlation of £37 10s. for
trsporiation and settlement of a family,’ and, sa¥s he, ‘ Tam abount o dshery bill, apd I want to come 1o something
that I may insert it,” &e. My answer was,  Thy offer is no object ; therefore goon with thy fishery bill without any
regrard to me.” T was then teking leave and wilhdrawing. “Well, Mr, Roteh. yo'll call oo ms sgain o two or three
days.! ‘I see no neoessity for it.” {DBut I desire you would! *If it ig thy desire perhaps I msay eall! However, lie
let e rest but one day before he sent for me.  He had the old story over again, but I told him it was vonecessary ie
euter again into the subject. I then informed kim that T had heard a mmor that Nantucket had sgreed to furnish
France with a guantity of ¢il. He stepped te his bareau, took ous one of a file of papers, und prelended to read an
entire eontradietion, though I was eatisfied there was pol a lice there on the snbjeed. I said, ‘It wus ouly a2 vague
roport that T had heard, and I cannot vouch fer the truth of if, but we are like drowning men, catching ut every
straw-that passea by ; therefore I amn now defermined to go to Franoe awi see whai it is.  If there is any such eon-
trach, eufiicient 0 retain us at Nansucket, neither you nor any other nasion shall have us, and it it is insufficient, I
will erdeaver o eularge it ‘Al says ke, * Quakers go to Praves ' ‘Yes,'I roplied, ‘ bub with regret.’ 1 then
parted with Lord Hawksbury for the last time.—{Rotch M8, y?

““t+ Hia }lordship sent once more for My, Rotch to eall on him, but Mr. Roteh roturned anewer, ¢ If Lord Hawks-
bury desives to sesms be will ind we on Loard my vesscl up to the iour when she takes ber anchor.” When Mr.
Kotch was once pone, Hawksbury became alarmed and sent to him by letter, informing hint that he hzd made pro-
vision in the fishery bilt for him, with liberty to bring forty ships inatead of thirty, * he having forgotten the num-
ber? bt it was too late. 'This unexpeeted ending of Lis hopes was far from plessing cither to lis Jordship or the
Government, After the interview with the King of I'rance, Mr. Rotch returned to England, and was importuned to
romove to Great Britain., In his memoranda he says he was waited upon by one of the officials, who told him he was
‘autherized by Mr, Pitt to teoll you that you shall make your own terms.” ‘1 told him,” continnes Mr. Roteh, © howus
too late. 1 made very moderato proposals 10 you, but could ohtuin nuthing worth my notice. I weut 1o Franee, scut
forward my proposals, whioh were doubly advantageony to what T lLiad offered your Governmeut.; ithey considered
them b, o sliort time, and on my arrival in Paris were ready to act. [ had a separaic interview with all the minis-
f"”’“ of state necessary to the sulject, five in nomber, whe &ll agreed to and granted my denunds. This was etfected
iu five hours, when I had waited to be called by yomT privy eonpcil mare than four wontls® Al sttenpts ou
the part of the English Goverumenb to reopen the skbjses wore polirely but firmly rejected Ly Mr, Tolch, *In the
beginning of 1993, the acsount vontinnes, ‘T beenme fully awmo that wer between England and Fravee would
son fake place ; therefore it was time for me to leave the sonntry in orvder to save onr vessels if captnred by the
English. 1 proceeded to Englandt.  Two of them were captured, full of oil, and ¢ondamned, but we recovered boil by
xfly lbein_g iv England, where [artived too weelis hefors the war took place. My goiug to France to pmsus the whale
lishery ao -disappointed Lord Hawlsbary that ke undertook te be revenged on me for his own folly, and ¥ have na
toulst gave direotions to the cruisers to take any of our vossels that they met with poing to Franeo. When the
(‘)ﬂpmy wad taken by a King's ship, tho officer sent on board to examine her papers ealled to the captain and said,
“Youwil take this vedsel in, sir; she belonge to William Roteh.”’ Mr. Rolch returned to the United States with
several of his vessels fu 1794, and, after residing in Nantucket shout a year, removed to New Bedford, wherehe lived
vntii hig death, in May, 168" L _

::f The following 1 » }iat of advantages secnred to Nattucket whalemen by Mr. Coffin:

ist. An entire fron exerciss of their religlon ar waorship witlin themselvea.
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“# What effect this state of affairs may Lave bad in the arrangement of treaties of commerce
with Great Britain is somewhat uuneertain, but the attempt to a consumination of this plan was
intrusted to 8 man not only thoroughly imbued with New England prineiples, but of sufficient
statesmanship to realize of how much pational importance this matter was. Nope knew better
than John Adams that the secret of the commercial greatness which shoald be developed lay in
the codevelopment of the fisheries; that herein wus the narsery for seamen who would be a source
of wealth in peace and of power in war. It was desirable to wake Jduiies and conrtesies more
reciprocal, and one of the first duties intrusted fo Mr. Adams ov his appointment to the eourt of
8t. James in 1785 was the arrangement of some freaty which should be mutually satisfactory.
Natarally, one of the principal points was the importation of the produocts of our fishermen, since
that industry, perhaps more than any other, was in danger of serionusinjury from the existing con-
dition of things.

“In a letter fo the Marquis of Carmarthen, dated Juiy 29, 1785, Mr. Adams refers to the
troudle acerning from the alien dnties 1aid by England in these wordr: *The course of commerce
mince the peace, between Great Britain and the United States of America, has been such as to
have produced many inconveniences to the persons concerned in it on both sides, which become
every day more and more sensible, The zeal of Americans to make remittances to British
merchaitts has been such as to raise the interest of money to doable its wsual standard, to
inerease the price of billa of exchange to 8 or 10 percentum above par, and to advance the price
of the prodnce of the eountry to almost double the usual rate. Large sums of the circulating
eagh, and as much produce as could be purchased at almosl any rate, have been remitted to

foidd, The coneession of a traet of gronnd to build their houses and storeas.

1443d. All the privileges, exemptions, and advantages promised by the King's declaration in 1662, confirmed by
letters patent of 1724, to alf strangers wio come to establish fhere, whichk are the sama as those enjoyed by the natif
subjects of his Hlﬂ;jiﬁt-_v.

¢t 4tly. The importation into the Kingdom, free from alt daties whatever, of the oil proceeding from their fishery,
and the same premiums aml enconragsment granted for the cod and other fisherios to natif suhjects.

“438h, A preminm per ton on tho Lurthen of the vessels thai will carry on the whals fishery, which siall be
determined ip the course of the negotietion either with Mr, Roteh or with the select men of the island.

fiBth. All objects of provisions and victuals for their ships shall be exempted from all dutics whatever.

1 7th. An additional and heavier duty shail be laid en all foreign oil, as a foriker eneoumgement to them, in
order to facilitate the sale of thair own.

¢ ‘dth. The expenses of removing those of the inbabitants who are not capalble of defraying themaelves shall be
paid by the Governmens,

“igth. A convenient dock shall be built to repair their ships,

i+ 410th. All trades-people, sach as smitha, bost-Luilders, coopers, and others shall be admitted to the free exer-
cise of their trade without Loing liable to the forms and expenss nsually practiced and paid by the natif subjects for
their admittauca 1o mastership.

“*11th. They shall have liberty to commanid their own vessels, and have the chojce nf their own people to navi-
gate them,

#¢12¢h. They shall be free from all military und naval rervice, as well in war as in peace, in the same manner
and uxtont 48 expressed by the King's ordinance of the 16th of February, 1750.'—(Mney, 257, 256.)

‘' These were probably essentially the same concessions made to Mr. Roteh in pereon. How many Amancnn
captaine pursued the fishery from the varions British and Freach ports subseguently to the Revolution it wonld be .
difficult to determine. Nantneketalone farnishudd cighty-three eaptains for the French and ono hundred and forty-
nine eaptaina for the English fishery; probably the bulk of the total number eame from this one port, though in the
course of the prosesittion of whaling by these nations, Kew Bedford furnished n very considerable number. In a
* Journal of a Voyage to Greenland ’ from Dankirk in the ship Penelope, Caps, Tristram Gardaer (a Nantncket man),
herecords, under the head of Friday, Juna 6, 1788, in latitude 70° north, <100 ships in sight,’ On the 224 of the gatite
menth ho states, as o mers matter of f-act not worthy of extonded commont, * Wind at South; A Ruged ses; Plenty
of Snow. FLater Part 8aw Ise te ye 3. W, of us a 4 ve wind Shifted to yo \Torthwand but Still thick weather, Saw
A Number of ships, bot Ko whale. So cnds this 24 héurs. Lat. 78.027 And yet this is within abent 175 milea of
the highest northern point attained by any of our splerdidly equipped expeditions nndertalren with the expreas por-
pose of pushing as far north as possible in vespels armored snd strengthened snd equipped In the most completo
matner, while the whaling voyages were pnrsued in swmall, not vncommonly strong ships, not even having the faebile.
protection of coppered Lottoms. As eatly s 1753, a achounct way fittod from Boston for the d:mvery of th&noﬂh-
weal passage. She sailed i in the apting and retnyned in October of the esme year.” :

.
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England ; but mueh of this produce lies in store here, becanse it will ot {eteh, by reazon of the
duties and Testrictions on it, the price given for it in America. No political arrangements having
been made, both the British and American merchants expected that the trade would have
returned to its old channels, and nearly under the same regalations, found by loug experience
to be beneficial ; but they have been disappoinied. The former huve made advances, and the
latter contracted debts, both depending upon remittances in the usual articles, and npon the
ancient terms, but both have found thewselves mistaken, and it is much to be teared that the
consequences will be numerous failures. Cash and Dills have been chiefly remitted; neither
rice, tobacco, pitch, tar, tarpentine, ships, oil, nor many other articles, the great sonrces of remit-
tanees formerly, can now be sent as heretofore, because of restrictions and imports, which are
new in this commerce, and destructive of it ; and the trade with the British West Tndia Islands,
formerly a vast source of remittanee, is at present obstructed. * * * There is a literal impos-
sibility, my lord, that the commerce between the two countries ean continue long toe the advan.
tage of either upon the present footing’* He continues, that these evils will increase, and
asserts that it is the desire of the United States to be on good terms commereially with England,

and not be driven to other markets with their goods, and he closes by proposing the arrangement
of a treaty of commerce between the two countries.

it Tt, would be interesting, thongh not necessary in this connection, to follow the negotiations
through each step ; to see how the English adminiatration felt ecompelied to cater to those who
uplheld the British navigation laws; to aee how jealeusy of our incipient naval power proerasti-
nated the treaty which it was inevitable must come; to see how self-confident and secure the
English felt that our trade must unavoidably come to them; to see how an attempt was made to
throw the influence of Ireland agamst America by ostentatious concessions, and how the attempt
failed ; to see how, finally, the fear of American reciprocity in restrictions led to English reci-
Droclty in concessions; but those things can be more satisfactorily Jearned from the diplomatie
correspondence of the day.t

% On the 24th of August Mr. Adams had a conference with Mr. Pitt for the first time in this -
connection, Passing by the matter of the interview, so far as it relates to the othex portions of
the proposed treaty, we find that when the treaty of commerce Was proposed, Mr., Pitt inquired
what were the lowest terms that might be satisfactory to America. Mr. Adams replied that he
might not think himself competent to decide that guestion; that, because of the rapidly increas-
ing feeling in America, affairs had already enlminated in Massachnsetts in the passage of an act
of navigation by that State, showing the tendency of the times, and that the aection of England
would l_n-ave muoch to do in arresting that prejudice; that the five handred ships employed in the
commerce of the Tnited States in 1784 might easily be compelled to become the property of
American citizens and navigated wholly by American seamen ; that the simple passage of an old
English atatate, ¢ that nope of the King’s liege people should ship any merchandise ount of or into
the realm, but only in ships of the King’s liegance, on pain of forfeiture, modified to suit the
Amerma.n form of government, would effect this; that the mation had the legal right to govern
its own commerce; that the ability of the Americans to build ships and the abundance of
material they had for that purpose could not be doubted ; and that whatever laws England might
make, she wonld be glad to receive and consume considerable American produce, even though
imported throa gh France or Holland, and sell us as many of her manufactures as we conld pay
for, thmtxgh the same channels. - The conversation finally introduced the subject of ships and ofl,
and Mr. Pitt sald to Mr. Adams the Amencans < eould Dot think hard of the English for encourag-
ing ﬁmr own shipwrights, their mamufmmrers of ehips, and their own whale flshery.”” To which

: “'Works of John Aﬂmna, viii, p. 2887 “t IThid., p. 397.7
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Mr. Adams replied, ‘ By ne means, bnt it appeared unaccountable to the people of America that
this conutry should sacrifice the general interests of the nation to the private iuterests of a few
individaals interested in the mauufacture of ships and in the whale fishery, so far as to refuse
these rewittances from America in payment of debts, and for mavufactures which wonld employ
80 Iany nore people, augment the revenue so considerably, as weil as the nationul wealth, which
would, even in other ways, so much aongment the shipping and seamen of the pation. It was
Iooked upon in Ameriea as reconeiling themselves to a diminution of their own shkipping and sea-
men, in a great degree, for the sake of diminishing ours in a small one, besides keeping many of
their inanufactarers out of employ, who would otherwise bave enough to do; und besides greatly
diminish the revenune, and, cousequently, coutrary to the maxim which he hud Just acknowledged
that one nation should not hurt itself for the sake of hurting another, nor take measures to
deprive avotler of any advantage without benefiting itself.?* From the questions of compara-
tive gains or lusses to either power, and the relations in which Frauee wonld stand to both, Mr.
Pitt led Mr. Adams into a lengthy and useless conversation on the wliale fisheries of the three
countries, referring specially to the efforts of M. de Calonze to introduce this pursuit into France,
asking suddenly the question ¢ whether we had tuken any measures to find & market for our oil
anywhere bat in Frauce’ To this Mr. Adams replied, ‘I believed we had, and T bhave been told
that some of oar oil had fourd a good market at Bremeu; but there could not be a doubt that
spermaceti oil might find & market in most of the great cities in Enrepe which were illuminated
in the night, as it is 50 much better and cheaper than the’ vegetable oil that is commonly used.
The fat of the spermaceti whale gives the clearest and most beautiful Alame of any substance that
15 kKnown in nature, and we are all surprised that you prefer darkness, and consequent robberies,
Imrglaries, and murders in your strects to the receiving, as a remittance, our spermaceti oil.
The lamps aronnd Grosvenor Square, 1 know, aud in Trowning street, too, I suppose, are dim by
miduight, and extingunished Ly two o’clock ;3 whereas our oil would burn bright til! 9 o’clock in the -
morning, and chase away, before the watchmen, all the villains, and save yon the trouble and
danger of introducing a new police into the eity.’ t

¥ But despite the fact that Mr. Pitt appeared more favorable than was anticipated, Mr, ‘Adams
did uot expect auy immediate response to his propogitions. The English ministers in their
individual eapacity seomed singularly timoroms, and manifested much fear of committing them-
selves before joint cabivet action. Adams inclined to the opinion that nothing short of the con-
vincing cloquence of dire necessity wonld drive the Erglish ministry from the positions they had
assumed in regard to the navigation act, and that an answer to hig propositions, even at a late
day, was doubtful, without Congress autherized similar acts with the United Btates, und these
counter-irritants were actually put in foree, to determine on which side the inconvenience was
greatest. The great ery in the United Kingdom was, ‘Shall the Uniled States be our ghip-
carpenters ¥ Shall we depend upon a foreign uation for our navigation? In cage of a war with
them, shall we be without ships, or obliged to our enemies for them ¥’ How much this nightmare
of inability to cope with their late colonies in anything like a fair field was stimulated by the
Government s uuecertain, bui the authorities evidently used 1o efforts to allay it.} '

#*5th Richard, i, ch. 3.7 *t Works of John Adams, viii, pp. 308-309.” .

‘1 In negetiation with the Portaguese ministersin November; 1875, Mr. Adams axked (viii, p. 340) if they did noé
waut our sperm oil.  He replied that they bad clives and made oil from them; they had no use for their swn sperm
oil and sold it to Bpain. *They had now, he said, ‘a very prebty spermaceti-whale fishery, whieh thoy had losrned
of the New Englanders, and earried ou upon the const of Brazil)’ According to the Boston News-Laetter of April, 81,
1734, the methed of ebtaining their knowledge was somewhat open to objections. In 1805 the Portuguese attomped
ta carry on the whaling business from Mozambigae, and Tinwothy Folger, Francis Paddack, William Hull, and John
Hillman, of Nantockes, went there to take charge of the fislery; but early in 1810 aceounts were reosived &6 Nan-
tucket stating that they had all been taken sick and diod thers.” : ' S
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% The effort to bring about the desired compromise continued, as Mr. Adams had judged it
woald, all the succeeding fall and winter. In Jannary, 1786, Bowdoin wrote to Adams, in reply
to a letter from him, that the navigation aet of Massachusetts had been 80 moditied as to be only
operative againat Great Britain, and copies of the repealing act had been sent to the executives of
the other 8tates in order to sceure harmony of action upon this point. In regard to the effect the
existing English laws would have upon the interest which is under consideration here, he wrote:
‘1t is very true, their encouragement of their whale fishery, by suffering the alien duty on oil to
depress onrs, will inerease their shipping in this brapch, increase their seawnen, and, in several
other ways, be advantageons to them. Teo a person that looks no further, it would appear that this
was good policy; and the goodness of it would be inferred from the advantages arising.  But when
he should extend his view, and sec how ithat stoppage of the American whale fishery, by depriving
the Americans of so muoeh capital a“means of paying -lor the woolen goeds thev used to take ot

- Britain, must, at the same fime, occasion the American demand to cease, or be proportionately
diminished, not to mention the risk of a change or deviation of the trade from the old ¢hannel, ho
will calenlate the nationul profit and loss that urises from that stoppage.

“{Three thousand tous of oil was the usual annpal guantity produced by the whalemen at
Nantacket, all of which was shipped to England, at an average price of £35 per ton, making about
£105,500, The whole of which went fo pay for and purchase a like amount of woolens anid other
British goods; nine-tenths of the value of which are computed o arise from the labor of the manu-
facturer, and to De so much clear gain to the nation. The otber tenth, therefore, being deducted,
gives the national gain arising from the industry of the Nantucket whalemen, and the capital
employed in that business, pamely £94,500, withont the nation’s paying a shilling for the risk of
insurance, or auy other risk whatever,

“¢On the change of trade, pursnant to the new regulations, the British merchants musé
employ & large capital in the whale fishery, whose products we will snppose equal to that of the
Nantucket, £105,600. They will huve made an exceeding good voyage if the whole of that sum
shonld be equal to one-half of the cost of the outfits; thongh, from many of the vessels not meeting
with fish, and from a variety of accidents to which such a voyage is subjeet, it probably wonld not
be a quarter. The whole of the product goes towards payment of the ontfits and charges of the
voysge, and a large sum must be advanced for the second voyage, &e.

“¢Now, although this mode of commerce wonld be prodactive of some national benefits, yet,
¢onsidered in a comparative view with the benefits arising from the former mode, they would be
fonnd of little importance. A like comparison may he made with other branches of commeree,
particularly the British West Indian, and the result will be found the same. For the sake, then,
of gaining pence and farthings, Britain is sacrificing pounds by her new regulations of trade. She
hazg a right to see for herself; but, unhappily, resentment and the consequent prejudices have so
disordered her powers of vision that it requires the skillful hand of a good politiecal optician to
remove the obstructing films. If she will not permit the application of your couching instruments,

or, if applied, they can work no effect, the old lady must be left to her fate, and abandoned as
nenrable,’*

" Adams, viii, 3634 In his reply to Mr. Bowdoin, under date of May O, 1786, Mr. Adams, after expressing
;j]‘:ifel:]!;ae that smfh reasoning os his (Bowdoin’s) has no effect on the English cabinet, writes: ‘Mr. Jenkinson, an old
i of the Britlsk ewpire, is stili at his labora. He is abont establishing a bointy upon fifteen ships t0 the sonth-
s ttJa’ _‘“‘1 npon twao to dooble Cape Horn, for spermaceti whalea, Americans are to take an vath thet they mean to
froran in England before they ate sutitlod to.tho bounty.” In Septomber, 1786, Mr. Adans writes to Mr. Jofferaon

'@ London {vifi, 414): ‘The whalemeni, both at Gresnland and the southward, bave been uneteccessful, and the
Price of spermacett ofl ha risen sbove £50 per ton.'” :
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“ On the 218t of January, 1756, Mr. Adans, in a letter to Secretary Jay, writes: ¢ It will take
cighteon mouths more to settle ali matters, evelugive of the treaty of commerce’*  And thus it con-
tinned. Argument and persuasion had no effect. Convinced in spiie of themselves, they still
clung fondly, obstinately, perhaps foolishly, to their obnexions laws, As Iate as November, 1767,
Mr, Adams writes to Mr. Jay: ¢ They are at present, both at court and in the nation at large,
wmuch more respeetful to me, and moch mere teuder of the Tniled States, than they ever have
been before ; but, depend upon it, this will net last; they will aim at recovering back the west.
ern landas, at taking away our fisberies, and at the total rnin of our vavigation, at least’ Mr.
Adams’s position at the court of St. James was terminated, by Lis urgent reguest, soon after this,
and the question of commercial relations between the two countries was still unsettled.

“Thig state of affairs was searcely such as would occasion the utmost harmony. The United
States naturally resented this frigid maoner of treating our overtnres for friendship. In August,
1786, Mr, Jefferson, in a letter from Paris to Mr. Carmichael, writes:  But as to every other nation
of Burope,§ I am persoaded Congress will never offer a treaty, If any of them should desire one
hereafter, I suppose ther will make the first overtures. ™|

THE AMERICAK WHALE FISHERY DECLINING.—% Butwhile America was exerting herself so0
unguecessfully to be allowed to live on terms of civility with Fogland, the whale fishery carried on
from within her borders was laugunishing. ' -

# Like the efftet of the heat of the sun on the iceberg, so was the effeet of foreign bounties
vpon the American fishery, dissolving it, breaking off a fragment licre and a fragment there.
Lared by the promise of English bounties, disconraged with the prospect in America, where the
price for il would scarcely repay the cost of procuring it, and where there was no market for their
chief staple, several of the people of Nantucket removed to the vicinity of Halifax, in Nova Scotia.
There, in 1786 and 1787, they settled, building dwellings, wharves, stores, manunfactories for
aperm candles, and such other structures as wero cotinected with their fishery, and calling their
new settlement Dartmouth.f There they carried on the pursuit for several years prosperonsly,
and gave promise of eonsiderable cemmercial irpportance. But the disintegration whick com-
menced at Nantucket continued at Dartmouth,and just as the settlement seemed about to become
thrifty and important it began to become divided, pieces again split off, and the village, as a
whaling port, soon became a thing of the past. Those who were the earliest to remove from Nan-
tucket soon grew uneasy of their new location, and having greater inducements offered them if
they removed to England, again migrated, and settled in Milford Haven, from whence for many
years they carried on the business with very considerable snccess. The parent died in giving
birth to the child; Milford Haven fourished, but at the expense of Dartmonth’s existence.

* *Adams, viii, 363-4, 380." ‘*+ Ibid., 463.”

“t Works of Jefferson, ii, I& See alao article ou Jefferson, by Parton, in Atlantic Mounthly for February, 1873.7
“§ Referring to Russia, Portugal, Spain, Franee, Sweden, Tuscany, and the Netherlanda.”

“ i Jefferson, ii, 18.” )

“ % Works of Jufferson, ii, 518, M. Jefferson says, referring to a farther hegira of the islanders: ‘A vesssl was
already arrived from Halifax to Nautocket, to take off some of those who proposed te remeve; two families had goae
ob board, and others were going. when a letter was received thers which had been written by Mousjenr le Marquis
de Lafayette to a gentloman in Boaton, and transmitted by him to Nantucket. The parport of the letter was, to. dis-
suade their accepting the British propessls, and to assure them that their iriends in France wonld endeavar to 4o
something for them. This ipstantly anspeaded their design; notanother went on board, and the vesss] reticrned to
Halifax with only the {two] families.! In 1796 William Rotch & Son petitioned Congress to remit the.sxvess of doties
and tounage charged them on two whale ships by the sellector of New Bedford, in consequense of their not belng pro-
vided with United States registers, These were ghips which aailad from Nantucket in 1787 sad 1789, under ‘registers
from the State of Masanchumstts, and were used In the Dunkirk fishery, retwrning to the United States in 1794, somé
years after the Natioral Government had been ja operation. The committee which was appointed to sonsider the

.

petition reportad favorably upon it, and the prayer waa granted.—( State Papers, vii, p. 413.)”
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“ Trance did not view this transfer with inditference. The seheme for the building up of the
fishery at Dunkirk by emigration from Nantueket having proveun oniy partially ruceessful,® it was
desirable to inaugurate some other measitres to prevent further increase of the business in England.
A ecommittee of gantlemen well informed in such matters was instrueted to investigate and report
on the subject of encouragement of a general commerce with the United States. Tt was evident
that the American whalemen could not be induced to leave their native conntry if they counld sup-
port themselves there. The natural inference was, il' a market could be opened to their produets
which would replace the one élosed, they would not emigrate. Aeccordingly upon this point the
committee reported in favor of an immediate abatement of the duty upon oil and a promise of a
ferther abatement after the year 1790. The letter of M. de Calonnes {(who was in treaty with the
Nantucket whalemen) recommending this, was immediately sent to America, and after carefal
investigation of the subject, the arref of the 29th of December, 1787, ratifying the abatement
and promising & further one if the French King found such a proceeding of mutual benefit, was
passed. _

& But the measurs in this form bad a contrary effect from what was intended. ¢The English,.
says Jefferson,t ¢ had now begun to delnge the markets of Franee with their whale oils; and they
were enabled, by the great premiums given by their Government, to undersell the French fisher
man, aided by feebler premiums, and the American, aided by his poverty alone. Nor is it certain
that these speculations were not made at the risk of the British Government to suppress the
French and American fishermen in their only market. Bome remedy seemed necessary. Perhaps
it would not have been a bad one to subject, by a general law, the merchandise of every nation
and of every nature to pay additional duties in the ports of France, exactly equal to the pre-
miums and drawbacks given on the same merchandise by their own Government. This might
uot only connteract the effect of premiums in the instance of whale oils, but attack the whole
British system of bounties and drawbacks, by the aid of whick they make London the center of
commeree for the whole earth. A less general remedy, but an effectual one, was to prohibit the
oils of all Furopean nations; the treaty with England requiring only that she shomnld be treated
a8 well as the most favored Furopean nation. But the remedy adopted was to prohibit all oils,
without exception.’f .And this on the 20th of September, 1788, only nine months from the passage
of the former law.§

“Through the exertions of Jefferson this error, political ag well ag commereial, was remedied,
and in December, 1788, the abatement of duties on oils was so arranged as to make the American

** ¢ Nine families only, of thirty-three persona in the whole, came to Dunkirk.'—{Jefferson, ii, 519.)"

1 Jefforson, i, 520.”

4} Jofferson, i, 521. ¢The annar] eensumption of Frapee, as stated by a person who has good opportunities of
kmowing it, is a8 follows :

Tona
“ * Pgriy, according to the regiaters of 1786 . ... o .eeruesmeoms revrmrvanecmmnennares  k, 700
* ! Twenty-seven other cities, lighted by M. Sangrain...... P 500
B O et v e et mm cmm s e et abw am e o s cm h me n mm mmm e mm mmn mmmn Ammam b e mnm mmane s 31234
B 51 PRI 7 -1
B £ T PP [ - 1

* ¢ Other cities, for leather A TEMb.v.- ciauvr crivns coomne smanancanmscmmnanroconmmnansn L8O
R 5, no0T”

““§ Jefferson states (ii, 523) that before the wor Great Britain had less than 100 vesssls engaged in whaling, while
America smployed 309. (This does not take info sscount Sag Harbor, New York, nor the very important fishery from
Nawport, P_"_"ﬂ‘ieﬂ‘”, ond Warren, in Rhode Isiand, which Mr. Jefferson eeems t have overlooked ia bis report.} In
1783 these sircumstances were reversed, Amerion employing 8, and Great Britain 314.”
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and the French on the same footing, and cut oft all danger of overstocking from European rivals,
and in January, 1789, this arrangement received its legal ratification.*” :

REVIVAL OF AMERICAN WHALING 1K 1789.— The tevival of the business in the United
States, and the growing searcity of whales in the waters heretofore mostly frequented, made the
equipping of larger vessels o uecessity, and from the sloops and schooners which formerly composed
the greater portiou of the whaling fleet an advance was made to brigs and ships and the field
utill further extended.i The sperm whale being of the most value, the effort to encompass hia
captnre was greater; and he was pursued, ag he fled from his old haunts, tili the Pacific Ocean
was attained.i At Nantucket the number of vessels soon increased to such an exient that it
hecaine necessary to go abroad for men to man them, and some Indians and a large number of
negroes were brought from the main-land to aidin filling the crew-lists, Ups and downs the business
had then, as it ever haa since. A presumod prosperity induced cotapetition, the markets became
glutted, and oil was wold at less than the cost of production. The price of whalebone became
reduced to 10 cents per pound and less, instead of commanding a dollar, as it did prior to the Revolu-
tion. The disturbances between Eugland and France, and the internal commotions to which the
latter country was subjected, effectually annvled the effect of the French arret of 1789. Bo dis-
astrounsly did these things affect whaling that the quarrels of France and England forced many
Nantucket men to sell their vessels, others to dismantle and lay theirs up, while a few still held on,
some making a little profit, the majority suifering a severe loss.”

TROUBLE WITH FRANCE.—*In 1798§ came the threats of disturbance between France and the
United States. French privateers, in the excess of their zeal, preyed upon American commerce as
well as upon that of the powers with whom they were in direct confiiet. A large nuimber of vessels
foll victims to these depredators, and the friendly relations existing somewhat precariounsly between
Wrance and the United States became nearly supplanted by a state of actual warfare. The whal-
ing interest, as nsual, was among the earliest sufierers. Barly in 1799 many parties in Nantucket
sold their ships rather than fit them out at the risk of capture. News began to reach the island
that vessels were already capiured, and the business of the islavders, both in fishing and trading,
almost ceased. Instead of fitting out a dozen ships for whaling but two or three were fitted, and
sadness and gloom shronded every face. The difficulties were finally adjnsted and business
resumed its old chanvels, but the losses which the unfortunate Nantucketers sustained by the
unjuatifiable, piratical depredations, though settled to the satisfaction of our Government and
duly receipted for, with others, by the United States, have never beeu remuonerated, while some
of the unlucky owners, oficers, and underwriters, in comfortable cirenmstances at the vommence-
ment of these troubles, lost their lin;lfa property, the accumulations of years, and died in poverty.{

it » Jeffersom, ii, 539, When the arret of 29th December, 1787, was drawn op, the first draft was eo made a8 to
exclude all European 0ils, but at the very moment of passing if, they strock oat the word ! Europesan,’ so that car
ails became jnvolved. ¢ This, I believs,” says he, ¢ was the effect of a single person in the ministry.””

¢ Bag Harbor ve-entered the business fn 1735 ; Now Bedlord in 1787 or 1783.7

4 Int the Pacific the Americans had been preceded by the Amelia, Captain Shields, an English-fitted ship, manned
by the Nantuckes colony of whalemen, and sailing for that ocean from London in 1787, her firet mate, Archelua Ham-
mond, killiog the first sperm whale known to have been takan in that ncean. . ’

i I Jefferson’s report he enumerates threv qualities of oil: 1, the sperm; 2, that from the ordinary right whales;
3, that from the tight whales on the Brazil Banks, which was darker in color and of & more offensive odor when
burned than from No. 2.7 : o

¢ The Boston papers of 1796 reported that the Carisford frigate had arrived at Lhe Cape of Good Hope from Eng-
lund with credentials constitnting General Graig governor of the colony, the limits of which were to be so arranged
as to cub off other nationa from participation in the Delage Bay flshery. ™ ) S

“f The snbject of the French spoliation is one {o whick the people of Nantucket have been pariionlsrly sensltive.
Ianlated communities are more liable Lo feel that the injustice done to one is an injusutios to all; bence, althongh som-
parstively fow of the jslanders suffered from tbe depredations of the French, or rather from the apparent hreach of fatth
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"These upanthorized captures were not confined exclusively to the French, for in 1800 the Spanish
anthorities at Valparaiso, emulating the hostility to a power ostensibly at peace with them which
the French had shown, seized and condemned ihe whale ships Miantonomah, of Norwich, and
Tryal, of Nantucket”*

THE WAR OF 1812 AND IT8 EFFECTS ON THE WHALE FISHERY.—* From this time till the
opening of the second war with England whaling was pursued with 4 gradually-augmenting flest.
And this in the face of the uneertainties which the incereasingly critical state of affairs between
the United Btates and England occasioned. In 1802 Nantueket added five ships io her fleet, and
New London sent her first large vessel,t and in 1806 the quantity of oil imported into the country
wan considerabiy in excess of the consumption. -

“The embargo act of 1807 almost suspended the pursuit, not so muech by actnal proseription
as because of the impossibility of effecting insurance upon the vessels, but it soon received another
impetas on aceonnt of the prospect of a general peace throughont Furope.

“The commencement of the war of 1812 found a large portion of the whaling fleet at sea.
Trusting that the canses of contention Detween England and America would be removed without
the necessity of a fival appeal to arms, many owners had fitted out their ships. This was particu-
larly the case at Nantueket, from whiclh port a large proportion of the fleet had sailed for the
Tacific Ocean on voyages varying from about two years to two years and a halfl  With the 1ecep-
tion of the news of the declaration of war a large portion of the vessels in the North and South
Atlautic, aud some of those in the Pacifie, turned their prows homeward, hoping to make the
liome port before the seas swarmed with letters-ofmarque and hational vessels of war. Many of
these vessels from Nantueket, on arriving home sailed thence immediately for Boston, Newport,
New Bedford, or some other fortified port, where they could ride out the storm of war in seeurity.
After the month of July, 1812, was ushered in, reports of the eapture of whaling vessels came
thick and fast to Nantucket§ First came the news of the taking and burning of the schooner

a1 the part of a Government bound to protect them and their interests, all felt that seeming injustice as a personal
matter. Ina letter to the Hon. George McDuffie, giving an account of the claime of Nantuckel in this behalf, pub-
lished in the Warder of May 20, 1846, the following is described as the actual condition of the claimants and character
of the demands: .

‘**Bhip Joanna, Coffin, taken with 2,000 barrels of.oil on beard; valae of ship and eargo, $40,000; omne of the origi-
mal owners still living—seventy-five years old and peor ; one of the crew alss living, poor; the master and mate died
recently, poor; children atill srviving ; olaim never gold.  Ship Minerva, Fiteh, 1,500 barreln of oil on board; value,
$30,000; ope of the eriginal owners living—sixty-eight vear old, poor; master still alive—seventy-eight yearsold, with
smnsll meane and many dependents; one of the crew alive, poor; claims wever sold.  Ship Active, Garduer, 3,600 barrols
of oil on bosrd; value, $50,000; game nwners as Minerva with captain; Captain Gardner died two yenrs ago, at the
age of eighty-five, leaving o large family and grandchildren ; claims never sold. Bhip Ann, Coffin (in merchant serv-
iee); loss of whip, $10,000; the captain left & large family in slender circumstances; one of the underwriters died &
fow years gince in the almslhouse, whe, at the time of the capture, stood high among Nantucket merchants; claims
never aold.’

" Bpesaking in the interest of the whale fishery, it may bo safely assorted that the people of Nantucket view with
Tegret and disappsintment what they eonsider the gross injustice showed to them {with others} in pntting off, apon
utitenadble pretexts, the settlement of these demands. The stern logic of poverty and the almshouse is keener than the
f"l’hmﬁeﬁ of politicians. The Fox, of New Bedford, Capt. Coffin Whippey, captured in 1786 with 1,500 whale and
900 sperm, was angther case, In 1853 Captain Whippey—captured a second timo in 1798—was living, bat dependent
upon eharity. ”

:‘ " The Miantonomah wae & néw ship, on ber first voyage.”

"tIn 1794 the ship Commerce, of East Haddam, was fitted for & whaling voyage, and sailed from New Londen on
February 6 of that year. In 1770 Capt. Isaiah Eldridge, of the sloop Tryall, of Dartmouth, spoks, among other whale-
men ou the Davie Btralt ground, Thomas Wiccam (Wiggin?), of New London.”

*§ Bee Many, 161-2.8,” '

_ “§When war ssemeod insvitable the ship-ownars of Nantuoket held & meeting to take into conaideration the sub-
%08 of how 10 liess seéure the fleet from capinre. It was proposed to Tequest the British minister at Washington to
;183 ]11!. inflnence Wlﬂ] hm Government to obisin from them immunity from capture of whale ships belonging to the
Alang, Thisplan was uitimetely abandoned, the majority of the owners heing of ths opinien that ‘the prospect of
FuCCens was too falns to warrant 